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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built in the Commercial Style, the five story Thiesen Building
was completed in 1902, Of the five stories, the first has been the
most drastically altered. The original west central arched entryway
was removed in the 1950's to give the building its present 'moder-
nized" appearance. The windows on the south side, which have been
enlarged sometime between 1910 and 1940, were also bricked-in sometime
after 1945. The horizontal terra cotta banding and the scrolls and
urns above the arched entryway have also been removed.

The second story on the west and south facades, is highlighted
by horizontal rusticated brick. Heavy terra cotta keystone consoles
visually support the horizontal terra cotta banding between the se-
cond and third stories. The frontispiece above the original entry
features swags and wreaths in relief and dentil molding, and the
window is flanked by pilasters. Louvered wood panels have been in-
stalled within the past five years, covering the original 1/1 DHS
and awning window combinations.

The third and fifth stories on the west and south sides present
a unified appearance. Monumental brick pilasters run between the
windows and have simple terra cotta bases and ornate terra cotta
Corinthian capitals. Half pilasters with simple capitals support
applied terra cotta archivolts over each set of paired 1/1 DHS windows.
The paired windows of the third and fourth stories have cast iron
colonettes for mullions; the fifth story windows are arched with solid
spandrels in the arch and a bullseye window centered above them.
Above the third and fourth story windows on the east and south sides
are ornamental terra cotta window spandrels with grotesques in low
relief. Terra cotta consoles, extending into the roof architrave are
over each bullseye window on the fifth story. The building has a full
entablature on the west and south facades. The three upper stories
retain their original appearance. The east and north sides of the
building are not articulated. ‘

Although the interior has been modified over seventy years of use,
much of the original oak woodwork, oak doors, and room divisions re-
main. Some rooms on the upper floors have pressed tin ceilings;
radiators from the original steam heat system are intact; and there
are several early washrooms (closets within an office area which
contain a marble washbasin).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Thiesen Building is significant because it is representative
of the optimism of Pensacola's business community at the beginning
of the twentieth century. The building is architecturally signifi-
cant because it was the first structure of its type in Pensacola.
At the turn of the century, the port was increasing its volumn of
shipping, the city's population was increasing, and the timber and
lumber interests were showing larger and larger profits. These
factors coalesced to convince civic leaders that the Pensacola boom
was going to continue. During this period, the construction of the
Thiesen Building (1901), the Citizens and Peoples National Bank (1908),
the American National Bank (1909), and the San Carlos Hotel (1910)
reflected the mood of the region.

Chr}stian Thiesen was a Danish Immigrant who settled ig Pensacola
in 1882. He soon became guccessful in the real estate business and

a leader in the community. Thiesen contracted with the Atlanta ar-
chitectural firm of Morgan and Dillon and the construction firm of
Wills and Broughton to build Pensacola's first commercial 'high rise'.
By March, 1901, the foundation was almost finished, and in March,
1902, Thiesen held an informal opening of the building camplete with

a concert in the roof garden of his five story building. Thiesen's
son, John Henry, recalled that, "at the time, by some of the local
Pensacolians he was considered rather foolish to zerect an office
building of that height in Pensacola. It was the tallest at the time,
and the first to have a mechanical ( sic) opexated passenger elevator.'">
Thiesen's building was also the first in the city to offer its te-
nants steam heat, janitor service, and other amenities.®

The building was the center for a variety of commercial activi-
ties from 1902 until the early 1970's. Kress's 5¢ and 10¢ store
occupied one first story storefront from 1902 to 1913 when the Bon
Marché department store moved in. Lawyers, realtors, doctors, in-
surance agents, and architects occupied the building as well as such
firms as the German-American Lumber Company, Robinson's Point Lumber
Company, Consolidated Naval Stores Company, and the Choctawhatchee
Navigation Company.’

By the 1950's, many of the firms begah to move out, and by 1974,
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as the downtown area continued to deteriorate, the Thiesen Building
was vacant.
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