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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Nathaniel Thayer Estate s i t s on 25 acres of land stretching from Main Street to 
Ropers Brook. The house i s surrounded by great lawns and looks out to the northeast 
over Thayer's Pond• 

B u i l t i n 1846j the Thayer mansion was remodeled^ in^,lS!02 and i s essentially Georgian 
Revival m appearance. The central section of the white clapboard building i s three 
sfctii'iUHrTR height and has a hip roof. On either side are two-story wings. On the 
south facade a central pedimented p a v i l i o n projects from the main section. The 
fron t entrance porch i s supported by paired Doric columns and i s surmounted with a 
balustrade. The main section of the house i s f i v e bays wide witJi 6 over 9 sash on 
the f i r s t and second f l o o r s , and 3 over 3 on the t h i r d . 

The north elevation has two projecting end pavilions and echoes the symmetry of the 
Main Street facade. There are f i v e pedimented dormers i n the roof and a Palladian 
window i n the middle of the second story. The east wing terminates i n a semicir­
cular piazza. 

The f i r s t - f l o o r entrance h a l l f l o o r i s l a i d i n black and white marble. The walls 
are of paneled wood and were o r i g i n a l l y painted white with tapestry i n the central 
panels. The staircase rises from the center of the h a l l and divides at a landing 
beneath the Palladian window. The stairway i s mahogany and i s one of the chief 
features to survive from the o r i g i n a l house. 

. .To the r i g h t of the h a l l i s the gallery (now used as a lounge and reception room) 
which i s paneled i n oak. Beyond t h i s i s the drawing-room (now the music conservatory). 
This large, rectangular room occupies the entire r i g h t wing and i s lighted by windows 
on three sides. I t i s r i c h l y decorated by elaborate cornice and c e i l i n g d e t a i l . 
Also adjoining the gallery i s a l i b r a r y which i s paneled i n polished French walnut. 

To the west of the entrance h a l l i s a den and dining room. The l a t t e r i s treated i n 
monumental s t y l e , with doorways encased within p i l a s t e r s and surmounted with broken 
pediments. The dining room firep l a c e , carved from fine I t a l i a n marble, was made 
especially f o r t h i s house. A 19th century John W. Steere organ, donated to A t l a n t i c 
Union College by a Worcester church, has'Ueen r e b u i l t i n the dining room by the music 
fa c u l t y . , 

The upper fl o o r s o r i g i n a l l y served as bedrooms. The master bedroom on the north end 
of tJie second f l o o r i s now a music laboratory for the preparatory program. 

The grounds of the estate are extensive. I n e a r l i e r days there were lavish,,aaj:,glgA§,.4, .̂̂̂̂̂^̂ 
and a tennis court; many of the o r i g i n a l trees and bushes remain. 

Approximately 900 feet northeast of the estate i s a pine tree which stands alone i n an 
open f i e l d on a gentle r i s e from Roper's Brook. The f i e l d i s bordered on the west by 
Roper's Brook and farther west by open f i e l d s i n a f l a t flood p l a i n . To the north i s 
the Nashua River and on the east the boundary i s formed by a stone wall and row of trees 
along Main Street. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Nathaniel Thayer Estate i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the home of one of Lancaster's most 
prominent citizens and as one of the town's most handsome and s.tately mansions. 

Nathaniel Thayer was the son of the Reverend Dr. Nathaniel. ̂Cb̂ yer.. who came" to Lan­
caster i n 1793. The elder Thayer served as a minister i n the town fo r 47 years and 
"probably few ministers ever had greater influence over town a f f a i r s without holding 
any p o l i t i c a l or municipal office."-'- He married Sarah Toppan i n 1794 and had eight 
children, two of whom were John and Nathaniel. 

John was born i n 1803 and i n the 1820's went to Boston where he started a highly 
"successful business of mortgaging farms. Nathaniel followed and i n 1834 became a 
partner i n the f i r m of "John E. Thayer & Brother." Their business was the buying 
and s e l l i n g of stocks and bonds, but t h e i r dream was to create a transportation l i n k 
between the A t l a n t i c and Pacific and i n the early 1850's the f i r m bought large blocks 
of r a i l r o a d bonds. In 1857 John died and Nathaniel took over the business which be­
came one of the most powerful and successful i n s t i t u t i o n s i n New England. Thayer 
was sought as advisor, treasurer and f i n a n c i a l chairman by a score of organizations. 
He amassed a fortune, and his benefactions to the town of Lancaster and other places 
were we l l known. 

Nathaniel Thayer married Cornelia Van Rensselaer of Albany, New York i n 1846. In 
the same year he b u i l t his Lancaster estate where he loved to holiday whenever 
possible. 

Thayer died i n 1883, and i n 1902 his son Nathaniel Thayer, I I I , had the mansion re­
designed and added the wings. Thayer descendants continued to occupy the house u n t i l 
1943, when i t was sold to A t l a n t i c Union College. 

Prom 1945 to 1951 the building was used as an administration building and l a t e r as 
a men's dormitory. Over a three-year period i t was restored to much of i t s early 
beauty, and since 1973 has been used as a Music Conservatory. 

Marvin, Abijah. History of the Town of Lancaster, 1643-1879. 1879, p. 470-477, 

(Continued) 
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I n the f i e l d beside the Thayer Mansion i s a rugged old pine tree which 
was planted i n 1853 at the 200th anniversary of the incorporation of 
Lancaster to mark the s i t e of the garrison of the minister Joseph 
Rowlandson. I t was here that on February 10, 1676 King Philip's War 
-^as started w i t h the massacre of the townspeople and burning of the 
garrison by the Indians. Here the minister's wife Mary was taken 
captive and held by the Indians u n t i l she was redeemed on May 2, 1676. 
As the f i r s t woman author i n t h i s country, she wrote the "Narrative 
of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson," a classic, 
first-hand account of Indian l i f e . The book was reprinted 39 times 
and i s s t i l l studied today f o r knowledge of early Indian l i f e i n the 
area. 
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