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CESCR BE THE PRESENT AND (R G NAL (IF KNOMY)  PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

The Nathaniel Thayer Estate sits on 25 acres of land stretching from Main Street to
Ropers Brook. The house i ssurrounded by great lawns and | ooks out t ot he northeast
over Thayer's Ponde

Built i n1846j t he Thayer mansi on was renodel ed” in®, 1502 and i sessentially Georgian
Revival m appearance. The central section of thewhite clapboard buildingi sthree
sfctii"iUHTR height and has a hip roof. O either side aretwo-story wings. nthe
south facade a central pedimented pavilion projects from themin section. The
front entrance porch i ssupported by paired Doric columms and i ssurmounted with a
bal ustrade. The main section of thehouse i sfive bays wide witJi 6 over 9 sash on
the first and second floors, and 3 over 3 onthethird.

The north elevation has two projecting end pavilions and echoes t hesymetry of the
Main Street facade. There arefive pedimented dornmers i nt heroof and a Palladian
w ndow i nthe mddle of thesecond story. The east wing termnates i na semcir-
cular piazza.

The first-floor entrance hall floor i slaid inblack andwhite marble. The walls
are of paneled wood and were originally painted white with tapestry i nthe central
panels. The staircase rises from thecenter of thehall and divides at a |anding
beneath t hePal | adian wi ndow. The stairway i s mahogany and i sone of t hechi ef
features t osurvive from theoriginal house.

..Totheright of thehall i sthegallery (nowused as a |ounge and reception room
which i s paneled i noak. Beyond this i sthedraw ng-room (nowthemnusic conservatory).
This large, rectangular roomoccupies theentire right wing and i slighted by w ndows
on three sides. | tisrichly decorated by elaborate cornice and ceiling detail.

Also adjoining thegallery i sa library which is paneled in polished French walnut.

To t hewest of theentrance hall i sa den and dining room The latter i streatedi n
monurment al style, with doorways encased within pilasters and surmunted with broken
pedi ments. The dining roomfireplace, carved from fine Italian marble, was nade
especially for this house. A 19th century John W Steere organ, donated t o Atlantic
Union College by a Wbrcester church, has' Ueen rebuilt i nthedining roomby thenusic

faculty. ,

The wupper floors originally served as bedroonms. The master bedroomon t henorth end
of tlie second floor is nowa nusic |aboratory for t hepreparatory program

The grounds of theestate areextensive. | nearlier days there were laish,aq:,dogg.4 =
and a tennis court; many of theoriginal trees and bushes remain.

Approximately 900 feet northeast of theestate i sa pine tree which stands alone i n an
open field on a gentle rise from Roper's Brook. The field is bordered on t hewest by
Roper's Brook and farther west by open fields ina flat flood plain. To thenorthi s
the Nashua River and ontheeast t heboundary i sformed by a stone wall and rowof trees
along Main Street.
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Thayer Estate i ssignificant as t hehone of one of Lancaster's nost

prom nent citizens and as one of t hetown' s nmost handsone and s.tately mansions.

Nat hani el

caster

"probably fewministers ever had greater
any political
children,

i n1793.

or municipal office.

influence over

Thayer was t he son of t he Reverend Dr. Nathaniel. "yer.. who came" t o Lan-
The el der Thayer served as a minister i nthetown for 47 years and
town affairs without
"-'- He married Sarah Toppan i n1794 and had ei ght
two of whomwere John and Nat haniel.

hol di ng

John was born i n1803 and i nt he 1820's went t o Boston where he started a highly

"successful
partner

busi ness of nortgaging farnms.
i nthefirmof "John E Thayer & Brother."

Nat hani el

Their

followed and i n 1834 becane a
busi ness was t he buying

and selling of stocks and bonds, but their dreamwas t ocreate a transportation|link

between t heAtlantic and Pacificand i ntheearly 1850's t hefirm bought
I n 1857 John died and Nathani el
and successful

and financial

of railroad bonds.
cane one of t he nost powerful
was sought as advisor,
He amassed a fortune, and his benefactions tothetown of Lancaster
were wel |

Nat hani el
the sanme year he built

known.

possi bl e.

Thayer died i n1883, and i n 1902 his son Nat hani el
desi gned and added t hewi ngs.
when i twas sold toAtlantic Union College.

1943,

treasurer

| arge blocks

took over t hebusiness which be-
institutions in New Engl and.

Thayer

chairman by a score of organizations.

Thayer, |11,

and ot her

pl aces

Thayer married Cornelia Van Renssel aer of Al bany, New York i n1846. I n
his Lancaster estate where he loved t oholiday whenever

had t hemansion r e-
Thayer descendants continued t ooccupy thehouse until

Prom 1945 t 0 1951t hebuil ding was used as an administrationbuildingand|later as

a men's dormtory.

Over a three-year

beauty, and since 1973 has been used as a Misic Conservatory.

Marvin, Abijah.

History of t he Town of Lancaster,

1643-1879.

period i twas restored t omuch of itsearly

1879, p. 470-477,

(Conti nued)
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundary begins on the north side of Man Street
opposite Whitcomb Drive and runs 1250 feet north to Roper's Brook; thence easterly
fallowing Roper's Brook, Thayer Pond, again Roper's Brook 1800 feet to the Nashua
River; thence southeasterly along the Nashua River 650 feet to the Sprague-Vose
Bridge on Main Street; thence west along Main Street (north side) 2100 feet to
the point of beginning. . -
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In thefield beside t heThayer Mansion i sa rugged ol dpine tree which
was planted i n1853at the200th anniversary of theincorporationof
Lancaster tomark thesite of thegarrison of themnister Joseph

Rowl andson. | t was here that on February 10, 1676King Philip's Véar
-Mas started with the massacre of t hetownspeopl e andburning of the
garrison by thelndians. Here themnister's wife Mary was taken
captive andheld by thelndians until shewas redeenmed on My 2, 1676.
As thefirst woman author i nthis country, shewote the "Narrative

of theCaptivity andRestoration of Ms. Mary Row andson," a classic,
first-hand account of Indian life. The book was reprinted 39 times
and i sstill studied today for know edge of early Indian life i n the
ar ea.



NashuaTii v~

NATHAN EL. THAYER ESTATE

North
Lancaster, Massachusetts
Row andson Garrison
Thayer Mansion
Dri veway

Cenetery
El derly Housi

Taken from

Sy Assessor's Nap

1973

Scale: 1" =.200.

25 acrSs






Sate Vairking Niner A A A A M)A

TECHNICAL

Photos ~

Maxs /
HISTORIAN

N \]S 7/\
ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN

ARCHEOLOGIST

OTHER

HAER

Inventory
Reviev

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF
- ' COIL

BRANCH CHIEF

KEEPER

Nat i onal Register Wite-up Send- back Entered JULT i
Federal Register Entry on"3-74 Re- submt INT =2 ce- 74

Lhited Sates Departnent of the Interior National Park Service VREO M. 7


















ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE tMI SABEV/B
Date Entered me :%

Nane Location
Al'so Notified
Hon. Edirard M. Kesnedy State iii«tor|le P)cdMwnwtimi Offleer
BMI. BEdhrud V. ftrodfc* Mm. Blisibetii
Hon. Boli«rt f. Drtaaa
Ragional Dir «ctor, North ttM Bachtt—tf Hiatorloal CAHMIMIOA
Atlantle Raglai 29 ¥MbSagt«A SVMit

itts O02UM
PR M\bt t / r ow 7/ 8/ 76

INTt 2960-7S









DATE

N\ /\ NU Data L Revi ever I:(I);’IALS:

1976
NAME AS IT AFEARS IN FDERAL REGISTER  "Koi.A* Ny "iA(vfAC-MAC , Foi-CvJ-e.
OHER m'i:S: >/3<M(XMth C2«nSjeAX;EIX& AN f t
LOCATION:
srercnveer [JTAQT AMytf. A yMouM S4
OTY. tOWN JACV U= CU**AAA CONGRE!>bIUNAL DISTRICT
VIONITY CF
sTAIt Iyun . A MANTY code
OWNER OF PROPERTY: (circle) Tj>RIVATEASTATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY  OTHER
ADMINISTRATOR(underline) FEDEPAL (AGENCY  NAIIE)
NPS REGION: (CIRCI ATLANTIC ) MID ATLANTIC  SOUTHEAST  MIDWEST
SOUTHITEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN VEST PACIFIC NORTHIffiST
FEATURES: INTERIOR EXTERIOR ENVIRONS
JS"Substantially intact-1 ATSubstanT:ally intact-2 .i*rSubstantially intact-3
Ji'unknown - A unknovm.-5 unknown -6
_ not applicable- 7 _ not applicable - 8 _Ji" appli catle-9
N' —Interior, exterior, environs not intact-0
COND'T'ON rTEXCELIENT —DETERIORATED _UNALTERED "liORIGINAL SITE
_Ccooo0 - ~— _RUINS t"LTERED _MOVtD
_fAIR _UNEXPOSED -Reconstructed —thknown
_Unexcavate'l —Excavated
ACCESS- Yes-restricted Yes-unrestricted No access C Whknoi
historic district? YES
W mi N NATI ONAL REG STER H STCR C DI STRI CT? YES (g4
IF YES NAME
WTH N NATI ONAL H STCR C LANDMNRK? YES
IF YES, NAJE:
ADAPTIVE USE; NO Saved ? YES
FUNCTION (S); (use "tcabulary words)
then- ~is"Ct?
now- e C<rQ/AAN /<AnsLdnn
1/ i;.1-Ui3
SIGNIFICANCE:
—ARCHEOLUUY.PREHISTORIC -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION entertainment
ARCHEOLOGY.HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAw/Gov't/ipolltlCS —SCIENCE —health
—AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE recreation
A—ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MIUTARV —SOOAV/HUMANITARIAN Settlement
_ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC JO“'Soclolcultural
("KICOMMERCE —EXPLORATION -PHILOSOPHY —_TRANSPORTATION lirh.nn J COmmun
—COOVMUNCATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OHR $EJFYI planning

—INVENTION

Claims
first vs MO 'roldest'- YBS KO only'-'" Y5 o



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: ANAYA xEc>treN
architect/m .builder:
A engineer:
landscapc/garden designer; artist/artisan:
interior decorator: builder/contractor:
ETHNIC GROUFP:
8 .
appropriate date) n
events /. cIWH sfajxr
institutional
DATES DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific  date or 1/4 of century) i *
DATE(S OF "MAOR' ALTERATIONS /NC?2N w u~nr .~ At AL ANOLCUINM
HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE® : | gi*-(j, /"7 ~-3
LOURCE. NOMINATION) PRIVATE NSTATE ) LOCAL GOV'T iI"UNICIPAIT) GOUNTY
OHR FECERAL " ALY N

. OREAGE. (to nearest tenth of an acre)

/\5"

(include architectural Information here)

°
COMMENTS:

IGNIFICANCE»(max.inium two senmtfces)

A AR, P.. . -r-.n- -in-tAnen

AWWAAA-A U..cc..kr. Cut;”~, A.)AH.WLe



