
FORM B - B UILDING 1^"' 'bC>f>(^^fn 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

R o l l 21 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

1. Town 

Address 

In Area no. Form no. 

63-3 

V/orcester 

525 S a l i s b u r y S t ree t 

Name 
V / i l l i a n McParland House 

Present use residence 

J , u a r i i s i e i imi tn ana 
Present owner Nancy Smith 

3. Description: 

Date ca . 171^3-1759 (or ca. ISOO? 

Source reverse #9 and 10 
t inber - r ra i r i e vernacular -

Style Gape God type 

Architect P^^Q^ably none 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings (describe) ' none 

central chimney, center 
Other features 
entrance facade with one window on 

each side of entry, 6/9 sash 

Altered 

Moved 

e n t r v frame 

no 

Date 

Date 

20th cen t . 

U T M . : ' 5. Lot size: Assessors ' Eook 25, p . i|2 
/ \ , _ jbot 1 50 ,99 / s q , r t . 

One acre or less Over one acre x 

Approximate frontage oOO' 

Approximate distance of building from street 

Ij-O' 
I t . . loore 

6. Recorded by E,R. P f e i f f e r 

Organization V-orc. / i e r i t age Pres. Soc. 

Date December 1977 

(over) 

•5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) 
V / i l l i a n McFarland 

Original use residence (farinhouse) 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates sarne 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

~3r 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) • 

• The V/i l l i a n McFarland House, one of V/orcester's f i n e s t eighteenth- . 
century "Cape Cod" type houses, ina\ have been constructed between 17̂ -̂3 ' 
and 1759 for Vv'illlara"McFarland (1722-lt05) on land given to him by his 
father, Andrew, As several McFarland houses existed i n the area, i t i s 
d i f f i c u l t to be certain that t h i s house and not one of the others was the 
home of V/illiam McFarland, Sr., who l a t e r became a lieutenant i n the 
Revolution. The house was certainly owned by Williara McFarland, Jr. 
(I75B-I539) who served as a soldier i n Captain David Chadwick's company 
i n 1777, In the e a r l j nineteenth century McFarland, Jr. married Anna,, 
Davis; some time i n the IG3OS the McFarlands deeded the house to t h e i r 
daughter, Sarah Gale, wife of Cyrus Gale, retain i n g l i f e estate for them­
selves. After the death of Anna McFarland and of Sarah Gale, the property 
was sold i n 165£ to George T, Foster, a farmer, who occupied i t through 
the remainder of the century,. Part of the uncertainty i n determining 
the origins of the house comes from varying references as to v;hether the 
home of William McFarland, Sr, was on the east side of Salisbury Street 
or not, V/hether or not 525 Salisbury Street was constructed at the 
e a r l i e r or l a t e r range of dates given, i t i s a rare survivor from V/or­
cester's e a r l i e r , r u r a l development. Charactez'istic of vernacular 
architecture i n the v i c i n i t y of V/orcester, the McFarland House i s a 
rectangular plan b u i l d i n g w i t h a cent r a l chimney and rear e l l . The house 
is set on a rubble-stone foundation and i s enclosed by a pitched roof. 
The vide spacing of the facade's three openings (two windows and central 
entry) has strong associations w i t h buildings dating from the early 
eighteenth century settlement of V/orcester Counts, 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Letter from Mr, V/illiara Blander to Mr. Rae Spencer, dated January 21, 
1955; l e t t e r from Mr, Rae Spencer to l^ir, V/illiam B, Knowlton, ' 
President Worcester Heritage Society, dated iTovember 21, 1969. 
Both l e t t e r s on f i l e at the V/orcester Heritage Preservation 
Society, 

Wall, G, "Mao of E a r l i e s t S e t t l e r s " (I677), house marked "McFarland", 
no date given, 

i^utt, C. Histor; of Worcestey v o l , I , pp. iQL-lbS (McFarland gso-^alogy' ~ 
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