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Homes in this area are in a Denver Urban Renewal planned project 
for the Aurafia Higher Education Complex. Title to the properties 
will eventually be transferred to a public body such as the Colorado 
Higher Education Commission or to Historic Denver, Inc. Final details 
at present are being worked out. Historic Denver, Inc. has a $100,000. 
committment for restoration work to be carried out under its auspices.

Most of the interiors of the homes contain a good semblance of their 
original appearance and would be rehabilitated rather than restored. 
The exterior needs are primarily cosmetic.

A Victorian jewel is #1015, a brick villa with an angular Mansard 
roof, pfe/ectly proportioned, and tastefully embellished. #1027 is .an 
asymetrical brick with a Mansard roof and a domed tower. The dome of 
the tower and the box bay are unique in this district. The exterior of 
this home retaines its 19th century appearance except for the painted 
brick and the missing tin panels on the roof. #1059 is an outstanding 
example of the application of the Mansard roof to a relatively small 
cubical structure. The roof is covered with metal panels.

On one corner is #1068, a cubical Italianate villa surrounded by 
an iron fence set in a low stone retaining wall. There are projecting 
eaves and a trelised veranda. #'s 1024 and 1061 are also cubical 
Italianate villas, however, with porches that are not original and will 
be replaced with original wooden porches from similar buildings in 
auraria.

The two story brick twon house at 1041 has a bay extending the full 
height of the structure and has tall windows.

#1033 is one of the few reamiriing 19th ceiitruy frame houses in 
Denver with its shingled tower, iron 1 cresting and stick style porch. 
#1020 (Casa Mayan Restaurant) is a plain two story house with clapboard 
siding, is simp're, but with appropriate refurbishing, the" contrast with 
the surrounding brick structures would be refreshing and representative 
of the earliest remaining wooden homes.

The turn of the century red brick cottages have hipped roofs, neo 
classical decoration, central dormer windows, and tall chimneys, slightly 
flared at the top, # ! s 1056 and 1051.

Other house numbers are 1050, 1044, 1045-7 (a double house), and 1023 
on 9th Street, and 906 Curtis Street.

There at least 22 principle structures in the block, 11 accessory 
structures, many original red stone sidewalks which were the elegant 
replacement for the boardwalk, 63 trees and various iron and other fences,

The homes are compact and closely arranged occupying a relatively 
small land area of approximately 3% acres.

Plans include relocating a few homes from nearby streets which are 
also architecturally distinctive and of the same^>efrafiltjo/^bsnd with 
those on 9th Street.
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Auraria, 169 acre site just west of downtown DenverT^across Cherry 
Creek and bounded by W. Colfax Ave., 6th and Wazee Sts,, is one of 
Denver's oldest neighborhoods. John T. Smith, Indian Trader, relinguished 
his claim to land at the mouth of Cherry Creek for a nominal fee on Oct. 
29, 1858, and the town of Auraria was created with 8 cabins^ By a 
Congressional Grant .(territorial Act of 1864), Sections 33 and part of 
34 of Jefferson Territory were deeded to the town fathers to form the 
city of Denver. This took in the towns of Auraria, Denver and Highland.

Ninth St. bounded by Curtis and Champa Sts, is in Sec. 33. It was 
originally called Cheyenne St., bounded by 7th and 8th Sts.

This block with its mainly Victorian homes, typifies a modest 
/residential area spanning the years 1873 to 1905. The uniqueness of the 
street lies in the dominance of homes which pre-date 1885..seven were 
built before 1880, 5 between 1880 and 1885 and 3 between 1901 and 1905<

Denver has preserved a commercial section of Early.Denver. It would 
be fitting to have a small residential environment preserved intact. 
Though not historically noted, the residents were typical of the pioneer 
stock that built the city, people like a flour mill owner, railroad 
engineer and telegrapher, cattle and horse dealer, dentist, blacksmith, 
coppersmith, tinner, cabinet maker, ice dealer, livery owner, and 
bookkeeper for the Tivoli Brewery, who all lived in this block between 
1873 and 1905.

The block is only a few blocks from such Denver landmarks as the 
Tivoli Brewery, the Emmanual-Shearith stone chapel (National Register 
1969), St. Elizabeth's Church (National Register 1969) and St. Cajetan's 
Church.

The concept for preservation of this block is to convert it to a 
park and yet maintain the integrity of a modest residential street of 
early Denver, keeping the architecturally distinctive homes, iron 
fences, stonewalks, trees and removing the street replacing it with a 
grassed area.

Being in the center of an educational complex, the homes would be 
utilized or adapted. The Park would serve as a laboratory for historic 
preservation and urban planning.
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AURARIA 9TH STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT

9th St. bounded by Curtis St. and Cnampa St. 
in the city of Denver, Colorado
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