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Tomn Southbridge

Address 29-31 River Street

Higoric Nare

Use: Present 3-decker
Original 3-decker
DESCRIPTION
Datef£190A-1925
Source Sanborn maps
Style  Colonial Revival Vernacular
Architect unknown
Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard

Outbuildings none

Major Alterations (with dates) none
Condition Gox

Moved loo Date [Al(y
Aacege [g¥'Stfoo gRg "

Setting in a row of 3-deckers across strei

from Harrington Cutlery factory

Recorded by E. Woodford, S Ceccacci
ed. S Ceccacci
Organization Southbridge Historical Com

mission
Date May 1986



NITOW. REGSTERR TER A STATEMENT (i appl i cabl e)

29-31 River Street is signifioant as an exanple of the distinctive
regional multi-family housing type knoun as the triple decker,
constructed during the growh of the town's eastern section late ir\-ihJCirA

N jntv>c 20tVi c.tf'/lturt). | t mets National Register criteria A and C
at the local level and retains integrity of setting, location,
materials, workmanship, design, feeling, and association. The

boundaries indicated on the attached assessors map are those of
current ownership.

ARHTEIURL. SAONHCANE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other buildings wthin the conmnity.
ne of two similar three deckers standing next to one another, this house i sof the nmore
severe Classical style which was common during the 1910's and 1920's. This severity contrasts
with thelacy effect of theporches seen on many three deckers i ntheFlats, for instance,
which were built tentotwenty years earlier. This i sone of thebest preserved three-deckers
in theHam |lton' Street area.

HSTORCL SOGNHCNE Explain the role owers played in local or state history and howthe

building relates tothe devel opnent of the conmonity:
Opposite the"New Mill" of theHam Iton Wbol en Conpany, this building was built on a plot
of land which had remained vacant well into the?20th-century. I ti soneof arowof six
three deckers built i nseveral different designs al | at about the same time. Housing
growth continued i ndobe Village during the 1920's as a result of thesustained activity
of theHam lton Wbol en Conpany at a time when many-other New England textile mxlls were
shutting down, Ham Iton Wbol en continued toremain competitive i ntheworld textile market
through theintroduction of new fabrics and by t hereplacement of obsolete machinery until
a strike forced i ttoclose i n 1936
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