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DESCRIPTION “ .
rorm 11 story office building ConsT. - 1920
MATERIALS __T€ITa cotta and stone over steel frame Q:ﬂ} Commercial
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pisT. FEATURES __Capitol Theater inside building
Nothing of importance

Corner lot in CBD

ALTERATIONS
SITE 8 RELATED STR.

"

STATEMENT

The Kahl Building is one of the largest and most important structures in the
city center. Certainly inspired by, if not directly modeled on such earlier -
works as Sullivan's Wainwright Building (1890-91), the Kahl uses glazed white
terra cotta to embellish pier-&-spandrel facades with classical moldings,
medallions, floral panels, and gargoyles. In Sullivanian fashion, the lower
stories are quite ornamental, while the office floors above are relatively
plain, with decoration confined to recessed spandrel panels. The building
culminates in a staccato pairing of small round-arched windows below an
elaborate, but not overbearing cornice. Well-preserved and prominently sited
the Kahl Building makes a notable architectural statement in the city's pre-
dominantly low-scale business district.

Arthur Ebeling, AIA, Sup. Architect , Walsh-Kahl Construction Co., Builders
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DESCRIPTION

The Kahl Building was erected in 1920 by Henry "Hummer" C. Kahl, partner in

Walsh-Kahl Construction Cor pany.
shops, and the Capitol Theater on the interior.
the Radio-Keith-Orpheum (RKO) circuit in 1927.
vaudeville shows and for movies.

and irregularly scheduled movies today, .

The building contains office space, retail
The Capitol was made part of
The Orpheum Capitol was used by
It still operates for theatrical performances

SOURCES

City Directories, 1919, and 1920.
Obituary, Henry C. Kahl, Davenport Democrat and Leader, January 11, 1931.
Weidenfeller, F. "Monts'", Diamond Anniversary, RKO Theaters Coast-to-Coast, "A

Brief History -of RKO Theaters in the Quad-Cities," Davenport, Iowa, 1931.
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