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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (Jf known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two, 10 inch gun, coastal defense battery, constructed 1906-1909, 
was built to protect Charleston harbor. The battery, approximately 326 
feet long and 84 feet wide, consists of two sections: The glacis and the 
armament complex. The glacis, a relatively smooth, slightly sloping area 
on the sides and front of the battery, protects the armament complex from 
bombardment. The armament complex consists of two recessed disappearing 
gun platforms, the loading platforms, ammunition hoists (one per gun), an 
observation post and various staircases or ramps for access.

The front of ocean side of the battery is approximately ten feet high. 
The front curves to the rear of the structure. This section (rear), 
consists of 22 metal posts which support the rear of the loading platform, 
Behind the posts are doors leading to the powder, shot, and machinery 
rooms inside the battery. Ramps are of concrete.

INTERIOR:
rn 
rn

Walls and ceilings are of concrete. All machinery and guns were removed 
in 1947 at the decommissioning of the battery. Rooms can be entered from 
ground level. Spiral staircases within concrete body lead to upper levels 
of battery.

SURROUNDINGS:

Battery Thomson lies to the immediate north of Sullivan's Island school 
and is one of a series of batteries built in the early 20th Century. A 
tenth of a mile to the west is the Coast Guard Historic District. (National 
Register). The Town of Sullivan's Island plans to use the rooms in 
Battery Thomsom as a public library.

70

c 
n
H



PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

G Pre-Columbian! D 16th Century 

D >5th Century D 17th Century

Q 18th Century 

n 19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (It Applicable and Known) 1906-1909
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropriate)

Abor iginal

I | Prehistoric

C] Historic 

| | Agriculture 

| | Architecture 

D Art 

| | Commerce 

| | Communications 

| | Conservation

Q Education

K~l Engineering

Q Industry

Q Invention

[^] Landscape

	Architecture 

D Literature 

{£] Military 

I | Music

Q Political

Q Religion/Phi.

losophy 

Q Science 

Q Sculpture

Q Sociol/Humon- 

jtor|an

Q Theater

| | Transportation

[' 3 Urban Planning 

C^ Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Battery Thomson, constructed 1906-1909 by Captain G.P. Howell, is one of 
a series of batteries extending from Fort Moultrie on the west to the 
eastern end of Sullivan's Island. Charleston harbor has always had 
some form of fixed harbor defense beginning with Fort Johnson in 1708 
and culminating with the construction of these batteries in the 
fortification of Sullivan's Island at the mouth of Charleston harbor.

MILITARY:

Battery Thomson was established in order to command the entrance to 
the Charleston harbor jetties. The battery still maintains the appear­ 
ance of a typical coastal defense battery of the early 20th Century. 
It was constructed following the recommendations of the Endicott Board 
under the Cleveland Administration (1886). ' •<.•• f . .^

ENGINEERING:

The four, ten inch guns were breech loading rifled artillery on recessed, 
disappearing platforms. At the time of their construction, these guns, 
with their electrically controlled fire and alignment, were superior to 
larger guns on battleships. (The location of ships could be plotted 
from several stationary points on land and aligned with more accuracy 
than guns on a moving ship). It was not until World War I that naval 
vessels could match the accuracy and firepower of these shore guns. The 
guns and machinery were removed following the decommissioning of this 
battery in 1947.



Manuscript material in the National Archives pertaining to the 
construction of Battery Thomson, Sullivan's Island, South 
Carolina.
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