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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Turnbull-Ritter House is a five-bay, 2% story Classic Revival structure
with double pile, central hall plan. The house is of wood frame construction on
brick piers and is covered with weatherboard. Originally there were four brick
exterior-end chimmneys, however, only the two on the east end remain. On the north
and south (entrance) facades there are one-story porches extending across all bays.

The gable roof with shallow eaves has a boxed cornice. There are no windows
at the attic level. The first story windows are 9/9 double hung sash and those
of the second floor are 6/6 double hung sash. All windows have plain surrounds with
drip molds. Some exterior blinds remain on the second story. The entrance consists
of double, panelled wood doors with sidelights. Each sidelight contains a panel of
two rows of five panes.

The house is sited on a slight rise. To the northeast is an associated
private cemetery.

See Contmuation Sheet



KE) SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
-—PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING —_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —_RELIGION
—_1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAwW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —_SCULPTURE
--1600-1699 EARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MILITARY —_SOCIAL/ZHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART ___ENGINEERING —MusIC __THEATER
&1800«1899 — COMMERCE _)_(_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT — PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- __COMMUNICATIONS — INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES ca. 1856 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Turnbull-Ritter House is a rare example of an unaltered 2% story Classic
Revival house built in antebellum Florida. In addition, the Turnbull family who owned
the house for 60 years, were prominent in the affairs of Jefferson County.

The Turnbull-Ritter House is an unusual example of a relatively plain two
story Classic Revival house. Most frame two story houses of the period in North
Florida had incised two story porches and interior end chimmeys. Although many
of the present features of the porches are replacements, it appears that the
building has always had one-story porches across the entire North and South facades.
In addition the four exterior end chimneys serving fireplaces on both levels are

unusual.

The earliest Turnbull to be associated with the house was Dr. quodore Turnbull
who is said to have moved to the county with his family in the 1830s.” However,
it was not until 1856 that Theodore Turnbull Jr. actually acquired the property
on which his family appears to have been residing for some years.2 In 1900 the
property was still owned by a Turnbull.3 From 1913 until the present the property
has been owned by the Ritter family.

1R. C. Simpson, History of Jefferson County, Florida (Monticello: Federal
Emergency Relief Act, 1935), p. 126.

2Jefferson County, Florida, Deed Records, Book H, p. 299, Jefferson County
Courthouse, Monticello, Florida. '

3Jefferson County, Florida, Deed Records, Book X, p. 561, Jefferson County
Courthouse, Monticello, Florida.

See Continuation Sheet
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Commence at the intersection of the north right of way line of State Road 158B and
the western boundary of Section 23, Township 1 North, Range 4 East, Jefferson County,
Florida and run thence north C degrees 51'25" east 544.74 feet along the western
boundary of section 23 to a point in the center of a graded county road, thence run
south 45°53' East 94.8 feet along the center of said road to the point of beginning,
run thence north 0 degrees 51'25" east 1058.56 feet to a point, run thence east
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Shofner, Jerrell. History of Jefferson County. Tallahassee: Sentry Press, 1976.

Simpson, R.C. History of Jefferson Monticello: Federal

Emergency Relief Act, 1935.
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Ttem Number 10 Continued

Latitude Longitude
A. 30°28'34"N 83954 121"y
B. 30928'32"N 83954 115"W
C. 30°28'21"N 8305L'16"W
D. 30°28'25"N 83054 121"y . .
See Continuation Sheet
Ttem Number 9 Continued

492,74 feet to a point, run thence south 210.0 feet to a point, run thence west
106.0 feet to a point in the center of a graded county road, run thence south
643" west 1099.84 feet along the center of said road to its intersection with
the center of another county graded road, run thence North 50°01' west 21k4.33
feet along the center of said road to a point, run thence north 450531 west 152.8
feet along the center of said road to the point of beginning. Containing 10.0
acres more or less and being part of the western 1/2 of the NW 1/4 of Section 23,
Township 1 North, Range 4 East.
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As is often the case where funds are lacking, deterioration has effected
the fabric of the Turnbull-Ritter House. In 1965 the two west chimmeys were
lost in a storm. However, lack of funds has also prevented this building from
suffering the fate of loss of integrity due to "Williamsburgizing," an all too
frequent occurence. Structural damage to this building is minimal.

The outbuilding (shed) visible in Photo #1 is of 20th century construction
and does not relate to the significance of this site.

ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 1

The Greek Revival style which appeared in America in the 1820's is an
adaptation of ancient Greek architecture. Initially designs were modeled on
the temple form, However, in Florida many liberties were taken with the proportions
and details of Classical forms. Because Florida builders '"watered down" the
precise designs of pattern books, Florida Greek Revival buildings are in large
measure vernacular.

See answer to Number 7. The alteration of the ?bgches has not affected the
integrity of the building.

The current owners are farmers without sufficient means to maintain the property,
although they certainly seem to care for it, having lived there (the present owner
I understand was borm there) for 66 years.

Exploration/settlement was checked as an area of significance because the
earliest settlements of the American period in this part of Florida were made
in the 1820's. The Turnbull family have been prominent in the county since the
1830's., While they did not acquire the property until 1856, they had been
residing on it for some years prior to that date.

ITEM NUMBER 10 PAGE 2

U.S.G.S. map does not accurately represent area or roads as of this date
(note date of map). Interstate 10 (which this office had rerouted to avoid this
site) has been in use for 4-5 years and runs through section 14 just north of the site.
All county roads in the area were rerouted. The present boundaries represent, to
the best of our ability to determine, the parcel of property identified in
Jefferson County Deed Book H, p. 299, which is quoted as the boundary description.
It does include the cemetery.
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Photographs represent the present condition of the building. No significant
changes have occurred since the photos were taken.

We are trying to interest the owner in a grant if you will list the
property, however, he is hard pressed to come up with his 50%.



