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1. Name of Property
historic name Purchase - Ferre House (preferred)
other names/site number  Jonathan Purchase House

2. Location

street & number i 289 Main Street N/AJ not for publication

city, town Ae“wam N/A 1 vicinity

state Ma.s.qachusetts  code MA county Hampden coda 013 Zip coda Olool

3. Claaalflcatlon

Ownership of Property Number of Resources within Property
private [X] bullding(i) Contributing Noncontributing
| 1 public-local o district 3 buiidinga ; .
| 1 public-State * site sites
| 1 publicFedera | 1 structure 1 structures
| I object objects
4 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
RiA listed in the National Register "

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60,

In my opinion, ttje property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

~hSiifO j_0jj?j_j9 0

Signature of certifying official Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical uonmission;
State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification Gatered Intne
I, hereby, certify that this property is: Sat | onal Segl stay

A1 entered in the National Register.
' N Q See continuation sheet.
0 determined eligible for the National
Register. O See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register.

1 1 removed from the National Register.
| I other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



Purchase - Ferre House, Agawam Massachusetts

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/Single dwelling; Secondary Domestic/ Single dwelling;
Structure Secondary Structure

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

faundation Sandstone

Colonial/Georgian walls We therboard

roof Asphalt
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The PurchaseFareHauss Agganam, Massachusdts is a two-dory, five-bay,
doublepile, timba-frame dructure representative o the mae subgantial
farmhausss erected in the Connedticut River Valley in the md to late 18h
century. It gands an a knoll fadng wet across the man 18h century _
north-outh route thr the tomn gga/\ﬂn (@ part o Wet Springfidd until
1855). The gounds feature a cluster d maure evergreens ad native
hardwaods an the north and south ddes of the house ™ Thefield behind the
hause indudes a amdl ggoe arbar ad various anamattd plantings. The
presant naghbarhood conssts of gnglefamily horeswhidh vary in size ad
age

The haue rests an a ssnddone blodk foundation ad features a massve _
ddegabled roof pierced by a brick center chimney. Theexterior wall fabric
congsts of waxan dapboards with a four to five inch reveal, painted white
The iImpressive center entrance an the wet devation features a widepandled
doar, 34-length sdelights, e‘ﬁﬂﬁd pilasters, ad a flat, dentilated

dimant. original doubleleaf, carved waoon doors a characteristic of
mid-18h cantury Connecticut Valley housss wae reanoad fram the front
entrance in the 19th century, but do survive an the cellar hatdway. Eah of
the doors features o vertical tambgane pands a horizontal rectangular
pand, ad an arched pand reminiscent of scrolled pedimet dedgns  Traces
of the original paint are clearly visible. Thewndoas throughaut the hause
are 66 wan sash, s&t vay close to the eaves in the uppa story. Old 99
woon sadh survive with thar original raised pand shutters in the north ad
suth gable windons of the attic.

The central dimney o the house is twdve feet gquare in the basamat. The
besamat itself is divided into four raorms with a Fasaage behind the chimney.
The largest ram in the besamat has a large fireplace, a brick beke oven, ad
a dirt floor. Tradition states that a family lived in the basameat, "but
neva after the Ferres ovad it." Thewalls of the besanat bdov gade are
fiddstone ad brick.

The plan ad detailing o the house are ramarkably wal pressrved. The
dhdlow entry hall is dominated by a dogeg stair with a vay dmple railing
ad balusers. Pandled interior doos an ether sde o the entry lead to
the north and south parlors.

[X]See aontinuation shest
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The north parlor, incharacteristic NwEland fashion, i sthe nest highly
detailed roomin the house. The cased sumer beami s accented by a conpl ex
nol ding that joins the cornicenolding around the room Thefireplace wall 1S
conpl ete!F/ panel led wth arestrained nantle and fireplace surround. A nal ded
chair rail and panel | ed dado continue around the room The northwest corner of
the parlor features an exenplary shel| cuPboard wth fluted pilasters,
r?thtes, argl keystone decoration. Thefloors are wde pine boards, typical

of the period.

The south parlor i sslightly sinpler than the north parlor. It, too, features
a cased sumer beam cornice nol dings, a panelled fireplace wall, chair rail,
ad dado. Thefireplace vall includes a recessed china cupboard and a
"palrson's cugbotard,' on the door of which survive chal k accounts kept by
earlier residents.

A the south end of the parlor, aJZoair of pocket doors lead to a suroomthat
was added by Janes H Ferrein 1842 The polygonal front bay of the one-story
addition i s oneof the building s few concessions to 19th century style.

Tre long kitchen running across the back of the house features a nassive
fireplace wth stone hearth, cased beans, panelled interior walls, ad wde
ine floors. Astaircase off the old kitchen |eads to the basenent and second
|oor. A mnewkitchen wng added ca. 1970 |eads off the northeast corner of
tﬂedhouse inthe space fornerly occupied by a "borning rooMi and an attached
shed.

The upstairs floor plan i svery simlar to that of the first floor. The north
chaner i ncl udes a panel | ed fireplace wall wth bolectionnolding around the
fireplace. The cornice noldings, chair rail, and panelled dado continue
around the room and the wde pine floors renain intact.

The south chanber has sinple casings on the sunner beam corner posts, and
cornice. The chair rail and dado are significantly sinpler indesign. A
hinged panel onthe north wall conceal s the ol d staircase to the attic.
Access to the attic was changed in 1842, but the old staircase survivesintact.

Behind the north chantber i s asnall bedroom the walls of which are covered by
horizontal feat her-edged panelllngnwth no painted finish. The new (1842)
staircase to the attic runs fromthis room Across the back of the house is a
|arge rear bedroomwth vertical feather-edge panellingand a snall
fireplace. The panellingisinscribed wth initials and conpass designs an
earlt|er oclcupant. Anadern bat hroomabove the rewkitchen wng conpl etes the
upstairs pl an.

The attic of the house provides aview of the exposed framng and the
inscﬂﬁ]i on that narked the ﬂouse raising (N 19, 17%2?. ﬂﬁepa?ches inthe

(conti nued)
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floor document the change to the attic staircase. Of special note are the
raised-panel interior shutters on the attic windows. Similar shutters on all
the main windows were replaced by exterior shutters in the 1840s.

Most of the woodwork throughout the house is covered by several coats of paint
and apparently has never been stripped or sanded. The unpainted woodwork in

the back bedrooms appears never to have been painted or refinished. Virtually
all of the old doors retain their old Suffolk latches with strap or HL hinges.

The rear ell of the house includes an attached single-bay wood frame carriage
shed and an attached granary. The granary includes wooden doors and hinges
and a series of bins for storing different grains.

The small one-story building west of the garage has always been known as "the
shop." It is framed in the manner of the late 18th or early 19th century and
includes a harness bench, a wooden lathe, and other devices related to wheel-
and harness-making. In the northeast corner of the shop are the remains of a
brick hearth, which held a large iron kettle. Small potatoes ("pig potatoes"”)
were boiled in the kettle to produce mash for the pigs, which were kept just
outside the shop.

The Adams sisters, the present owners of the house, made some basic repairs
before moving into it in 1961, but the house survives remarkably intact. An
old kitchen at the southeast corner of the house was converted to a
first-floor bedroom for their mother, Mary Edith Ferre. A detached two-car
garage was built south of the house in 1963/64. A new kitchen was added on to
the house ca. 1970; for it, the old windows from the woodshed were reused.

The lot on which the house currently sits (1990) includes 3.375 acres with
361.08 feet of frontage on Main Street and a northern lot line of 471.23 feet.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogi cal  Description

Wiile no prehistoric sites are currently recorded onthe property, it is
FOSSI ble that sites are present. Five prehistoric sites have been recorded in
he general area (wthin one mle). The physical characteristics of the
Propert , arelatively flat terrace between the Gonnecticut Rver located to
he east ad the confluence of Tarkill/Three Mle Book to the west, indicate
favorable locational criteria for native settlenent and subsistence
activities. QGven |imted disturbances onthe Property ad the size of the
parcel (3.375 acres), anoderate potential exists that sites are present.

There is ahigh potential for significant historical archaeological remains on
the .ropezrjrtt}/. Controlled testing ad excavation can help determne the exact

| ocat i on construction date for the !ar%e two-story barn said to have been
located northeast of the house, burned in 1914 S mlar testing can also help
locate additional outbuildings ad occupational -related features (trash pits
PFIVI es, wells) wiich date fronthe md 18th through 1%h centuries. Mst of
hese resources are |ikely associated wth the residential/agricultural use of
the farm hownever, survivals of anare specialized nature associated wth
wheel - and harness-naking in the shop nay al so exi st.

(end)



Purchase - Ferre House, Agawanm Massachusetts

8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

nU nationally | | statewide locally
Applicable National Register Criteria  fI*A | IB H”C 1 ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Q A QCcC CHE dIF 1 |G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Agriculture 17641914 17QQ ra. |Ift4n

Architecture

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder BT
N/A Jonathan Purchase

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted atwve.

The Purchase-Ferre House, Agawam, Massachusetts, is a well-preserved example
of a mid-18th century Connecticut Valley farmhouse. It retains a high degree
of integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association, having been in the same family since 1799 with no substantial
alteration to the physical structure. The Purchase-Ferre House thus fulfils
Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places on the local
level.

Aganam was originally part of the Springfield grant of 1635. In 1696, it
became a parish of West Springfield, which it remained until 1855, when it
achieved independent status as the town of Agawam. Located on the west bank
of the Connecticut River, its fertile bottomlands supported a thriving
agricultural econoiny from the mid-17th to the mid-19th century. Farmsteads
were established along the Connecticut River meadows by ca. 1650.

Throughout the Colonial period, Agawam, along with West Springfield, was a key
agricultural area in the Connecticut River valley. Settlement expanded
considerably from the original riverfront conmunity, scattering to the north
and far west. Originally a native trail. Main Street, the road on which the
nominated property lies, would become the site of Agawam's civic center by the
early 19th century (the location was and is north of the Purchase-Ferre
House).

Aganam citizens attended meeting in Springfield and West Springfield until
1760, when the Aganem Parish built its first meetinghouse west of Main
Street. This event occurred after considerable resistance by the parent
community of Springfield. Once separation took place, Aganam continued to
maintain close commercial and industrial ties to Springfield, as well as to
adjacent Connecticut towns. Aganvam would remain an agricultural community
into the 20th century. In recent decades, Aganam has become a suburban
residential community linked to metropolitan Springfield, with strip
development along Main Street. However, agricultural enterprises continue
today in outlying areas.

Ix| See continuation sheet
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9. Malor Bibliographical References
Ferre Fam |y Papers
LaFrancis, Edith, Agawam Massachuset
Swift, Esther M, History of Wst Spr

United State Census Bureau - Popul ation Schedul es (Agawam & West Springfield,

1790- 1900.
At |l ases & Maps:

1831 Map of West Springfield,

Massachusetts

(privately held manuscripts &photographs.).

ts; Aganwam My 1980.

ingfield;, West Springfield, MY 1969.

(Lathrop).

MA)

*

1855 Map of Hanpden County, Massachusetts (Henry F. Walling, pub, by HA Haley, Boston)
1870 Atlas of Hanmpden County, Massachusetts (F.W Beers & Co., New York).
1870 "FarmBel onging t o Janes H Ferre, Esqg." surveyed by Pal mer Gallup.
1894 Atlas of theCounty of Hanpden, Massachusetts (L.J. Richards & Co., Springfield).
1912 Atlas of theCounty of Hanpden, Massachusetts (L.J. Richards & Co., Springfield).
O Saa continuation sheet

Prtvlous documentation on flls (NPS):
» preliminary determination of individual lliting (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data;

has been requastad [Z]8tata hiatoric prasarvation offioa
H pravioualy llatad In tha National Raglatar B other State agency

praviously datarminad allglble by the National Raglatar Federal agency
Z] daslgnatad a National Historic Landmark r | Local government
Z] racordad by Historic American Buildings d University

Survey # « other
O recorded by Historic American Enginaaring Specify repository;

Record # Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property ~ 3-35 acres

UTM References

A UiI8) 1619 7|2 5|0 4|6|. 5, 718,4,01
Zone  Easting ‘Nfrtging e
C ljj_8j |6|9]7|3]0]O] 'O 9,01

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of thenom nationarethose of thesingle parcel
owned by Barbara and Frances Adans, as outlined

Main St. inAgawam Massachusetts,
on theattached Assessor's Map from

Boundary Justification
The boundaries of thenom nation encl

Ferre farm which has descended i nthefamly

mai n house and rel ated outbuildings,

B Lk8] 1619, 713,4, 0|
Zone Easting Northing
D LIS [6]9]7|2,5,0| 14 6|5

| | See continuation sheet

on t heeas

t he Town of Agawam
|

| See continuation sheet

ose theentire 3.35 acre remant

el enents described i nthebody of the nom nation.

11. Form Prepared By

nameftite Gregory Farmer.
organization M assachusetts Historical

dreet & number 80 Boylston Street
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*U.S.QP0:19a8-0-223-918

state. MA

I"M615 718 4, A
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t side of

of theoriginal

udes t he
| andscaped

ster Pi rector

since 1799. The parcel incl
as well as thelawns, trees, and other
| | See continuation sheet
Senior Planner with Betsv Friedberg. National Regi
Commission date August 1990
telephone  (617) 727-8470

zip code 02116
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The nonnat ed propert¥, a two-story, tinber-frane house ves built in 1764
Jonathan PRurchase, a farner. A beemin the roof structure isinscribed wt
the date of the raising (My 19, 1764?. Hw the building passed from Purchase
to Ferreisunclear, but tradition holds that the property went from Rurchase
to "M. Bows of Hartford," wo built a tight board fence picketed at the top
around the front of the [and. Eli Ball wves reﬁortedlythe next ower and he
sold the house to Mses Ferre of Hartford, a chai se naker, in 1798, though the
specific transfer of the Purchase house to Mses Ferre has not been
identified. Records inthe Hipden Gunty Registry of Deeds showa transfer
of 16 Y2 acres fromJoseph Lews of Vest Springfield to Mses Ferre of Vst
%rlngfleld for ninety pounds (Qctober 10, 1798?. That parcel was bounded on
the north by Jonathan Purchase's |and. A second deed records the transfer of
seven acres fromJohn Miroe of Springfield, Husbandnan, for seventy dol|ars
(JanuarFy 23, 1800). The seven acres were bounded on the south by land of
Mbses Ferre, east by the Connecticut Rver, north by Eli Ball, and west by the
new Hgway leading to Suffield (Connecticut). (It should be noted that

nei ther of these transactions seens to jibe wth famly tradition, al though
the parcel on which the house stands did originally run fromthe naamhgrgway
on the vest to the Gonnecticut Rver on the east.)

Mses Ferre (b. 1752) ves the son of @rshomFerre of Springfield. H served
in the Revol utionary V& as a nenber of Captain Abner Prior’s (.h?aﬂyl\h 2,
Ml onel Erastus Wicox Reginent. H vas anang the troops wo wntered at
Valley Forge in 1775, Hs reached Boston inlate January 1776 ad
renai hed there for sixweeks. Glonel WIicox's (or Wlcott's) reginent forned
a part of the detachnent that enlisted again early in 1777 as an artificer
under Captain é\lﬂater Ma;or? Painter and served for five years. Uhder orders
of tain Baldwn, Ferre took charge of a of tventy mn axd went to
Nw Wndsor, Connecticut, to repair carriages tor the use of the arny. H
suffered fromsnallpox in 1778, which caused the loss of sight in ae eye.
This and other infirmties resulted in his discharge inthe wnter of 1779
Mses narried Jerusha Easton in 1780 and purchased the house i n Aganam(\Vest
gprangfn:ellfgg% before 1800. He applied for a governnent pension in 1826 and
led I'n :

In 1819, Mses Ferre conveyed ownership of the property to his ol dest son,
Jonathan Easton Ferre (b. 1781). Jonathan had narried lydia Haner of
Hartford in 184 ad the couple probably shared the house wth Jonathan's
parents, Mses ad Jerusha. The 1831 Lathrop nap of Vest Springfield still
shoved the house as the property of Mses Ferre.

Jonathan Easton Ferre vas knom as a buil der of tom scales ad traveled to
other tows (including Brookline, Missachusetts) to build scales. H served
in the local mlitia, athough a surviving note fromthe conparny surgeon asks
that he be excused frommlitary duty on account of "a weakness at his breast
attended wth a cough and raising of blood by turns" (April 24, 1810). H was

(conti nued)
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expel led fromthe Northanpton Church (July 3, 1833), probabllé/o because of a
leaning tovard unitarianism Aletter fromVerren Brd of Foxboro to Ferre
(Mrch 16, 1847) rejoices at his (Ferre's) acceptance of the "Nw Church"
after buying a'bodk at auction "ayear ago." Nich of the survivin _
correspondence relates to Jonathan"s attenpts to secure the renainder of his
father's Revolutionary Vet pension for the benefit of his nother (1836, 1843).

Agriculture vas the najor enterprise of the Ferre famly. Asingle letter
fromJonathan Ferre to his son. Captain Janes H Ferre, in Wthersfield,
Gonnecticut, provides sone insight to the operation of the famly farm

"June 1L, 1832 | began hoeing Friday—en the South side planted nearly one
half over onfirst erght rows, remainder not so bad—t has not grom ay
since it cone upuntil within 48 hours. Muryland tobacco plants continue to
cone Up dai l y, yet the.supo){)jley wll bevery small. | have worked tvo days
on the roads ad nare tax i s yet.  Nb shad of any conseguence.”

Like nany other famlies in the Connecticut Valley of Missachusetts, the
Ferres naintained closeties wth the Hartford/ Véthersfield area axd
strengthened the kinship network through visits and narriages. The general
decline of MwEngland agriculture inthe 1820s and 1830s [ed to the search
for newcash crops inthe Qonnecticut Valley, like the tobacco planted by
Jonathan Ferre. At the sane tine, the legendary shad runs on the Qonnecti cut
R ver began to decline, renoving another traditional source of incone.

In 1831, Jonathan Easton Ferre conveyed title to the famto Janes Haner
Ferre, his ol dest son (b. 1805). Janes H Ferre narried Emly Porter of
Aprem (Vest Springfield) in 1840. Wiile the 185 Gunty wal |
still shows the house occupied by J. E Ferre, the 1870 Beers Atlas of
Qunty identifies J. H Ferre as omer of the property.

Janes H Ferre served inthe local mlitia. Heves appointed a Grporal (Ny
28, 1824), a Sergeant (April 30, 1825), then an Ensign (Mrch 15 1827). He
received a Lieutenant's Gonmassion (April 10, 1829) and advanced to the rank
of Captain (Mrch 14, 1831) before he vas honorably discharged (Novenber 7,
1831). @ April 1, 1839, Janes H Ferre was el ected (onstabl e at the Vst
Sporingfield Tom Meeting. On Septenber 18, 1839, he ves adel egate to the

oen Qunty Gonvention to nomnate a Denocratic Senator.  Ferre was
appointed as Justice of the Peace in Qunty for atermof seven years
beginning Ny 4, 1858). Heves el ected a Representative to the General = Qourt
EIg\:i\__)/)enh)er 9 1859 and was appointed a Judge I n Hapden Qunty (August 1,

Janes Hamar Ferre carried out an anbitious programto inprove the farnstead,
vhich he recorded in his di ar%/. He took dom the ol d board fence and erected
a vwhite picket fence around the house. He sowed grass seed in the yard axd

(conti nued)
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Planted a nunber of naple and pine trees (ca. 1840). He changed the col or of
the house fromred towhite (except inthe rear) and replaced the fol di n%ous
interior shutters wth exterior blinds. H painted the wodmrk inthe house
a soft blue-green. The diary of Janes Hanar Ferre is useful i n docunenting
specific changes to the house and farm

11/13/1836: Finished plastering chanter.
2/9/1837: Sl d...303 1bs. braomcorn.
2/18/1837: @t to Suffield after brick.
921/1837. Gt yp broomcorn.
11/ 31837 chinmey in South room .
2/7/1838 Vet over to Humstons after clapboards, plankin for door.
1838: Finished outside of the house.
338: ht oil and lead to paint house.
30/1838. Painting house.
Carpeted stairs. o .
a plan to nake a greenhouse i nside hill east of house.
..alot of silk worng hat ched out to stay. _
renained i nthe garret all wnter, have |eaves enough i n hot
themon until seedliings put out.
.SiTk varng pretty vourd up. . . .
. finished shingling south roof, put up Iightening rod on house.
Mved ol d hatchvay to east side yard for tool house.
Sk verns hat ch.
. Painting fence.
- Qut a hole through fromNorth roomto bed roomfor door.
© Painting wndowblinds. .
. Bought green paint for wndowhlinds.

In addition to recording physical changes to the farnstead, the di a[%e
clearly illustrates the continuing crisis 1nNw England agricul ture.

vheat and corn narket was domnated by the IarEe farns of upstate Nw York and
the (hio Valley. Tobacco, which hed seened |ike a promsing cash crop for the
Gonnecticut Valley, depleted the soil rapidly and proved to be a very fickle
narket. Inaddition, nany famlies had strong noral objections to produci ng
tobacco. The cultivation of broomcorn was introduced 1nthe Valley in the
1820s and supplied naterial for the hand-tied broons and brushes produced in
nany local s throughout the 19th century. The dream of a Nw Engl and silk
industry inthe 1830s ad 1840s | edto a brief craze for silkworns ad

mul berry trees in Qnnecticut and Massachusetts. Unfortunately, donestic
production of rawsilk proved economcal |y unfeasible.
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A survey of the Ferre property conducted by Palner Gillup inthe 1870s shoned

12 acres of pasture and woodl ot inthe west side of Min Street and 28 acres

%‘ hou%"ligt, pasture, and woodl ot on the east side between Min Sreet and
ver .

(cont i nued)
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Upon the death of James in 1887, the house passed to his youngest (unmarried)
daughter, Ida Hanmer Ferre (b. 1849). The 1894 Richards atlas of Hampden
County shows the house occupied by Miss Ida Ferre (L. Button to the north,
L.L. Whitman to the south), as does the 1912 Richards atlas. A large,
two-story, wood-frame barn that stood northeast of the house burned in 1914
and was never replaced. The barn ran east-west and had horse stalls and a
large hayloft.

When Ida died in 1914, the house went to her older sister, Alice Maria Ferre
Spears, who conveyed it to her daughter (and only living child), Florence
Emily Spears (b. 1875). When Florence died (unmarried) in 1959, she left the
house to Barbara and Frances Adams, the unmarried daughters of Florence
Spears' cousin, Mary E. Ferre Adams. The house remains in their hands today
(1990).

While many post-1800 farmhouses remain in present-day Agawam, 18th century
properties are far rarer, making the Purchase-Ferre House a rare survivor.
Only a handful of Colonial-period residences exist in the town today. Of
these, fewer than five, including the nominated property, are full-scale
houses; the rest are small cottages. The Purchase-Ferre House, like its
contemporaries, is simply detailed on the exterior, its gable roof and
five-bay facade dominated by a large, central chimney. The Purchase-Ferre
House retains its double-leaved doors, though no longer in situ; they are now
in use turned outside in, covering the cellar bulkhead. Interior finishes are
well detailed and in fine condition. In its remarkably intact condition,
complete with furnishings and papers of the present owners' ancestors, the
Purchase-Ferre House remains a rich vestige of Agawam's agricultural past.

(continued)



United States Department ot the Interior
National ParK Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Purchase - Ferre House,
Section nunier « Pape | AAAAAAATAATA

Archaeol ogi cal  Signi fi cance

Snce patterns of prehistoric occupation in Agpemare poorl?/ under st ood,
surviving sites would be significant. Sites inthis area offer the potential
for a study of upland settlenent and subsistence al ong the Connecticut R ver
and itssecondary drainages. Sites in these areas also offer the potential
for astudy of riverine versus upland settlenent in the Berkshire nountains.

Hstoric archaeological renains described above have the POt ential for _
providing detailed infornmation on the changing social, cultural, and economc
atterns that characterized life on a Gonnecticut Valley farmfromthe 18th
hrough 19%th centuries. Structural remains and occupational -related features
can provide infornation on individuals wo occupied the farmas well as
agricultural and nanufacturing activities that occurred on thefarm The
relationship and inportance of wheel - and harness-naking activitiesto
agriculture canbe a potentially significant research topic.

(end)



United States Department ot the Interior
National ParK Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Purchase - Ferre House,
o] £ Agavam Massachusetts

Section number Page °

PURCHASEFERRE HOUEE (Built 1764)
1289 MAN ST., AGAVAM, NMA

FERRE FAMLLY CENEALOGY

Jerusha's father, Jonathan Easton, had been asea captain.

Gershom Ferry

b. north end of Springfield, 17—
m. Margaret Burt, 17--

d.

Children of GxrshomFerry & Mrgart Burt:

Mirgaret, b. 1748
Mirgaret, b. 1750
Mses, b, 1752

Aaron b. 174
b. 1756
ba, b. 1759

Wlliam b. 1764

. Mses Ferre (Grshomé& Mirgaret)

br T7"6
m 1780 t o Jerusha_Easton (b. 6/ 9174, d. 9/23/1843).
d J9Y1832 (ae. 76)

Jerusha Easton had two sisters: Hizabeth (1755 1809), % |1558-176ﬁ t
old sea ches

ad several of hisjournal's survive in thefamly.

Mbses purchased Agaramhouse in 1799,
Children of Mses Ferre & Jerusha Easton:
Jonathan Easton, b. 1781 in Gmn., m 1804 toLydia Haner of Hartford, d.

Mry, b. 1782, d. infanc
Patience, b. 1782, d. infancy
Daniel, b. 1784 d. 1802 (unnarried) . _
CGatherine, b. 1785, m 1812 to Mrtin Skes (Children: Mrtin Luther,
Cat heri ne, Lester)
I\Aary, 'b. 1787, m Francis -
Nancy, b. 1790, m David Skes of Suffield o
Rebecca, b. 17%, m 1819 to Luther Bliss of Springfield

Jonathan Easton Ferre (Mses & Jerusha)
b. 9171781
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m 1804 to Lydia Haner (b. 1/3/ 1784, daughter of Janes &H izabeth of
Hartford, d.” 4/251885)

Acquired Aggvamhouse in 1819,  Federal census of 1830

lists his occupation as farner,

d 2/131865

Children of Jonathan Easton Ferre and Lydia Hanner:

Janes Hamer, b, 10/18/1805in Miss., m 1840 to Emly Porter of Agavam d.

mTTTm'.

Hery, b. 1807, m 1833 to Lauretta Godrich of Véthersfield, 2nd m 1849
to Ms. Harriett Smth, d. - o

Julia, b. 6/30/1809, m 1840 to Hbrace D Banan of Springfield, d.
12/ 18/ 1891.

V. Janes Hamer Ferre (Jonathan e. &Lydia Hanner)
b. 10/18/1805 i n Massachusetts
Acqui red house i n 1831.
m 11/ 26/ 1 to Ennly Porter (b. 4/13/1812, daughter of Elijah &Lucy, d.
4/ 17/ 1879, ae 67
Elijah &Lucy, 4/17/ 79, ae 67) of 1
Federal census of 1850 &' 701 st I s occupation as farner.
d. 827/1837 (ae 81)

Chil dren of Janes Hamar Ferre &Emly Porter:

’ ]Ajd%al'lg&ﬁmy, b. 631842, m 10/25/ 1871 to John Edgeconb of Mstic, CIT,
Charles Doug }/J ) 10/121844 m 51/1867 to Fannie C Fisher of
Springfield, d 3V
Janes Porter, b, 6//24/1846 m 561868 to Mry Francis Ginelle of
Springfield, d 6181880
’ Al'i ce Mar | a, b. 12/10/1847, m 10/23/1872 toJohn Evarts Spears o

' Ida Foner, b. 817/1849, unnarried, d. 1915.

V. Adelaide BEmly Ferre (Janes H &Emly Porter)
b61/C§/215%2871tJ0hSEcgecmbfl\4/t CT.
m 0 John of Mstic, .
d. 1/151907

Chi [ dren of John Edgeconb & Adel ai de Ferre:

Charles Ferre, b. 981872

Athur Banan, b. 916/1874
Hlena Julie, b. 11/14/ 1877
Gorge Sanborn, b, 6/ 10/1881
Mirgaret (?)
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\. Charl es Ferre (Janes H ABEmly Porter
b. 10/12%18%ty ( y )

m 51/1867 to Fannie C Fisher of Springfield
@F ranadry goods store in Springfield,
d 3I3V/190%4 (e 59)

Children of Charles D Ferre &Fanni e Fisher:

Janes Fisher, b. 2741871
NMry Edith, b. Y&73 Springfield, m Scott Adans of Agavam

V. Jangs Porter Ferre (Janes H & Emly Porter)
b. & 24/ 1846
m 56/ 1868
d 6181830 (ae 34)

Children of Janes P Ferre &Mrry F. Ginelle:

Franklin Branan, b. 4/16/1871, d. 11/30/1873 (ae 2yrs., 7 nos.).
Hrold Porter, b. 10/10/1879, d.

V. Alice Mria Ferre (James H & Emly Porter)

- 1210/ 1847

m 10/23/1872 to John Evarts Spears of Belchertown (d. 10/1897)
d 530/1928

John Spears ranthe National Bk . on Gnal St. in \C H nanufactured
books for travelling sal esnen.

Children of Alice M Ferre & John E Spears:

Wnthrop Everts, b. 6/2/1874, d. 5291830 (ae 6) of diphtheria
Horence Emly, b. 12/31/ 1875, acquired Agaramhouse in 1915 fromlida H
Ferre, d. 10/10/1959 (ae 83)

V. |da Hamer Ferre (Janes H & Emly Porter)

Eéalgémﬁga/mhas in 1887 ticed | f-taught artist

ui r ein , practiced as self-taught artist,
d.q(unrrarrled) 9 13/ 1915. P !

Vl.bI\ArJ)j/ Edith Ferre (daughter of Charles & Fannie)

8/%8720itnt Rh’ﬂrlngflfelﬁgﬂwmd (b. 3/25 1874)
m — 10 L0 0] .
d. 1124/ 1965

(@
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Sott Adans was an attorney in Springfield. He served as Gty Solicitor
during the construction of the Minicipa Goup and al so served as a
representative in thestate |egislature.

Children of Mry E Ferre & Scott Adans:

Sott Adans, Jr., b. 11/20/09, m (1) &29/35 to Barbara Wim of Arlington,
M\ dagﬂhter Qusanna Adans b.) o

1/16/1942), m (2) 1974 to Joan Titley of Louisville, KY (b. /2001931, d.
10/ 25/1986), d. 10/ 3/ 1982

Frances Adans, b. &/ 10/ 1904.
Barbara Adans, b. 2/5/ 1911.

Francis 4 Barbara Adans inherited the house in 1959 through the will of
their nother's cousin, Horence Spears.
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Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Schull:
Enclosed please find the following nomination:

Purchase-Ferre House, 1289 Main Street, Agavam (Hampden County), Massachusetts
01001.

There has been no owner objection for the property listed above.

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer, Owners were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and
were afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are
attached to the nomination form.

Sincerely,

Cl

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Enclosure:

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, Sate Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



