FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office Ol the Secretary, State House, Boston

| 1. Town ANDOVER
Address 276 North Main Street
Name Arden

Present use Residential
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")

Staple to left side of form
Photo number

Present owner Wood, Muriel

3. Description:

Date 1847
MVM, s. Chickering papers
Source Deeds
Style Gothic Revival
Architect: ‘rneodore V661k6l:S7
4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Jacob Chickering
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric Flushboard
greenhouse, barn.
Outbuildings (describe) garage, caretaker's
house
Q her features 2 stories; gable roof w
center cross gable; gabled dorners; polyg-
-» onal cupola; exterior chimmey on facade;
bay wi ndows; drip nolding; |ancet gable
wi ndows; |acy sawn bargeboards w/finials;
¢ n i col umed veranda & porte cochere
A 7 Altered Dat e
a Moved Date
D 5. Lot size: Mg 53, Parcel 4
One acre or less Over one acre X

Approximate frontage 535
Approximate distance of building from street
° 30*

6. Recorded byW Frontiero

Organi zati onAndover Historical GComm ssion

1

40U Law ence Quad, 1: 2SamJ Dat e August 7, 1980

19/ 323870/ 4725980
(over)

37INT-T7



7. Original owner (if known) John Dc
Original use ' residential
Subsequent uses (if ay) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aborigiaal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion '
Architectural Exploration/ Sci ence/

The Arts settlement i nvention
Commerce , Industry X Soci al /
Communication Military humani t ari an
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of thenes checked above)

No. 276 North Main St was built ca. 1845-47 for manmofacturer John Dove (1805-76),
A machi ni st by trade, John Dove em grated from Scotland i n1833. [ n 1834 he arrived
in Andover, v/ihere he engaged i n flax manufacturing with Peter and John Smith. Dove's
busi ness specialty was t hemachi nery— "Hi s knov/| edge of that department contributed
to thesteady, firmy grounded success of thefirm""* Dove was known for his
"general activity of mnd"” and for his interest i nscience, religion, education,
and benevol ent novenents of the day. Dove was an early nenber of the Free
Congregational Churchi n Andover and nade generous gifts t ot he Andover Theol ogi cal
Sem nary, Phillips Acadeny, and Menorial Hall Library. At his death Dove left a
fortune valued between $800,000 and Si million. Dove was nmarried to Ellen
MLaggan and. had five daughters and one son.

Arden was inherited by Dove's two unmarried daughters, Isabella and Hel en,
vi"Q al so received $50,000 i ntrust for t hemaintenance of t he homestead. Helen
died i n1884, Isabella i n1887. Son George owned his own hone at what i s now
250 North Main St, and so t he house was sold i n1891toWlliam and Ellen Ayer Vdod.
The property's stature and proximty toFrye Village nade i t em nently desirable
to Vdod and his dreanmed Shawsheen Village, v/hich replaced Dove's early mill

conpl ex.
Wlliara Vdod (1858-1926) was founder of theAnerican Wol en Gonpany andt he
carefully planned Shawsheen Village, anodel conmunity of mill, housing, conmmercial,

and recreational facilities. This second generation of textile manufacturers |eft
his own substantial mark—including a57-mll enpire (which i n1926 was called
"the greatest achievenent any nan has nmade i nt hewool en industry"”) and a personal
estate of over $4 mllion. The VWdod famly still owns and occupi es Arden.

I -t

' GONIT NLED

10. Bibliography and/ or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.) dU » .- - -
Essex Qoiinty Registry of Deeds, Law ence and Sal em (60/402; 113/412; 41/41; 770/ 109;
729/ 173; 394/ 102; 380/165; 374/66; 359/8; 359/7, Probate Docket Nos, 37910,

65504, 61638, 154137, 143545, 234829)
Andover Historical Society Vertical Piles, "Dove Famly, "Mfood Fam |y"



276 North Mai n street .

Andover ...
9 Historical Significance, continued

Arden was huilt by local craftsman Jacob Chickering. The architect
nay have been Theodore Voel kers of Boston, as abill submtted by Chickering
for extra work here included a payment toa T. Voel ckers.  Chickering's
"extra work" included installing meurble, extra finishing on doors (perhaps
graining?), andinside shutters—anindication of the grand furnishings of
this estate. The exterior design of this mansion stands out i n Andover not only
as ahigh-styleperiod piece but also as a magnificent exanple of architectural
inspiration i nanystyle. Dripping bargeboards, flushboarding, Iabel moldings,
a cupola, and au el aborate porch and porte cochere are the nmost outstanding
architectural features. The original setting of the house includes a Gothic
greenhouse and barn.

Arden i s anextreiiely prom nent propedrty i n!~Ark#i'*'s diltviral history— (1) for
its associatd-on with the Dove and Vdod fami |ies, manufacturers whose proni nence
was established i nthe mid-19t+H century and continues through the present; (2) as
a maj or exanple of a Gothic Revival estate withits outbuildings and | andscaped
setting intact; and (3) for it sassociations with the well-known architect
Theodor e Voel kers and | ocal buil der Jacob Chickering. The property retains
integrity of design, materials, workmanship, and setting, andmeets Criteria A

B, and C of the National Register.

Foot not es
1) Andover Advertiser, 24 Nov. 1876, "Obituaty, John Dove, of Andover”
2) Andover Historical Society Vertical Files, "Dove Famly", "A Sernon i n Menory

of John Dove" by Rev. George F. Wight (1876)

3) Boston Evening Transcript, 3 Feb. 1926, "The Arazing Rise of the Immgrant's

Son", p. 4
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Name  Towmn of Andover Multiple Resource Area

State MA
Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature
(U 11. Main Street-Locke Street District K eeper ZTytAr-JiA] a7

Attest
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national Begister
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Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000298



