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I 1. Town ANDOVER 

Address 

Name 

276 North Main Street 

Arden 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

Present use Residential 

Present owner Wood, Muriel 

3. Description: 

Date 1847 
MVJM, sr. Chickering papers 

Source Deeds 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

Style Gothic Revival 
Architect: 'rneodore V661k6l:S7 

Jacob Chickering 

Exterior wall fabric Flushboard 

• 

a 
D 

o 

1 

greenhouse, barn.  
Outbuildings (describe) garage, caretaker 's 

house 
Other features 2̂ ' stories; gable roof w/ 
center cross gable; gabled dormers; polyg-

-» onal cupola; exterior chimney on facade; 
bay windows; drip molding; lancet gable 
windows; lacy sawn bargeboards w/finials; 

'.•̂  '' ."!••• columned veranda & porte cochere 
'"''̂  ; Altered Date 

Moved Date 

JSC 

5. Lot size: Map 53, Parcel 4 

One acre or less Over one acre x 

Approximate frontage 535' 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

30* 

6. Recorded byW. Frontiero 

40U: Lawrence Quad, 1:2SOOU 
19/323870/4725980 

OrganizationAndover Historical Commission 

Date August 7, 1980 

(over) 

371^7-77 



7. Original owner (if known)  

Original use ' 

John Dc 

re s iden t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aborigiaal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce , 
C ommunication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

X 

Recreation 
Religion ' 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

No. 276 North Main St was b u i l t ca. 1845-47 for mamofacturer John Dove (1805-76), 
A machinist by trade, John Dove emigrated from Scotland i n 1833. In 1834 he arrived 
i n Andover, v/here he engaged i n flax manufacturing with Peter and John Smith. Dove''s 
business specialty was the machinery— "His knov/ledge of that department contributed 
to the steady, firmly grounded success of the firm.""^ Dove was known for his 
"general activity of mind"^ and for his interest i n science, religion, education, 
and benevolent movements of the day. Dove was an early menber of the Free 
Congregational Church i n Andover and made generous g i f t s to the Andover Theological 
Seminary, Phillips Academy, and Memorial Hall Library. At his death Dove l e f t a 
fortune valued between $800,000 and Si million. Dove was married to Ellen 
McLaggan and. had five daughters and one son. 

Arden was inherited by Dove's two unmarried daughters, Isabella and Helen, 
vî Q also received $50,000 i n trust for the maintenance of the homestead. Helen 
died i n 1884, Isabella i n 1887. Son George owned his own home at what i s now 
250 North Main St, and so the house was sold i n 1891 to William and Ellen Ayer Wood. 
The property's stature and proximity to Frye Village made i t eminently desirable 
to Wood and his dreamed Shawsheen Village, v/hich replaced Dove's early m i l l 
complex. 

Williara Wood (1858-1926) was founder of the American Woolen Company and the 
carefully planned Shawsheen Village, a model community of m i l l , housing, commercial, 
and recreational f a c i l i t i e s . This second generation of t e x t i l e manufacturers l e f t 
his own substantial mark— including a 57-mill empire (which i n 1926 was called 
"the greatest achievement any man has made in the woolen industry"^) and a personal 
estate of over $4 million. The Wood family s t i l l owns and occupies Arden. 

. I -'t ... 

' CONTINUED 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) -lU • . - - -

Essex Coiinty Registry of Deeds, Lawrence and Salem (60/402; 113/412; 41/41; 770/109; 
729/173; 394/102; 380/165; 374/66; 359/8; 359/7; Probate Docket Nos, 37910, 
65504, 61638, 154137, 143545, 234829) 

Andover Historical Society Vertical Piles, "Dove Family, "Vfood Family" 



276 North Main street • 
Andover '''•.'. 

9» Historical Significance, continued 

Arden was b u i l t by local craftsman Jacob Chickering. The architect 
may have been Theodore Voelkers of Boston, as a b i l l submitted by Chickering 
for extra work here included a payment to a T. Voelckers. Chickering's 
"extra work" included in s t a l l i n g meurble, extra finishing on doors (perhaps 
graining?), and inside shutters— an indication of the grand furnishings of 
this estate. The exterior design of this mansion stands out i n Andover not only 
as a high-style period piece but also as a magnificent example of architectural 
inspiration i n any style. Dripping bargeboards, flushboarding, label moldings, 
a cupola, and aui elaborate porch and porte cochere are the most outstanding 
architectural features. The original setting of the house includes a Gothic 
greenhouse and barn. 

Arden i s an extreiiely prominent propedrty i n !^rK#^i'*'s di l t v i r a l h i s t o r y — (1) for 
i t s associatd-on with the Dove and Wood families, manufacturers whose prominence 
was established i n the mid-19t±i century and continues through the present; (2) as 
a major example of a Gothic Revival estate with i t s outbuildings and landscaped 
setting intact; and (3) for i t s associations with the well-known architect 
Theodore Voelkers and local builder Jacob Chickering. The property retains 
integrity of design, materials, workmanship, and setting, and meets Criteria A, 
B, and C of the National Register. 

Footnotes 
1) Andover Advertiser, 24 Nov. 1876, "Obituaty, John Dove, of Andover" 
2) Andover Historical Society Vertical Files, "Dove Family", "A Sermon i n Memory 

of John Dove" by Rev. George F. Wright (1876) 
3) Boston Evening Transcript, 3 Feb. 1926, "The Amazing Rise of the Immigrant's 

. Son", p. 4 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000298 


