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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The L. S. Ayres AimexJWarehouse is a "brick "building, with brick, cast-iron 
stone,'and sheet-met aT"t rim. It is rectangular in shape, with a 72'6" 
frontage on Maryland Street, and a depth, of kg 1 6" extending toward the 
main L. S. Ayres Department Store in the "block "behind, fronting on Washing 
ton Street. The Annex, located in an urban area, is connected on the east 
to a six story building, defined on thewest by a parking lot, and on the 
north by Pearl Street.

The brick walls of the Annex are painted medium gray, as is its sheetmetal 
work at the roofline. The second and third story window surrounds are of 
white stone or painted white. The entrance and display arches on the main 
floor are of cast iron, painted black.

The main floor is higher than the second floor,.,, which, .in..turn, ,w.ith its 
semi-circular arched windows appears to "be slightly higher than the third 
story, whose windows have stilted segmental arches.

The entire face of the building is marked off vertically by flat-faced, 
incised, cast-iron or brick pilasters into three sections—a central group 
of five bays, with flanking groups of two bays each. Within the ground- 
floor bays are cast-iron Cprinthianesque columns supporting elaborately 
ornamented and incised stilted arches beneath, a plain \ metal architrave 
painted black, and a plain metal spandrel beam painted white. It would 
appear that there was at one time a decorative awning fastened to the 
spandrel beam, which has since been removed. The spandrel beam doubles as 
a continuous sill for the second .story windows, as can be seen ; from^. view 
ing it from the 'under"'side'. At the third' floor level the window sills 
with their supporting wedge-shaped brackets and their stilted segmental 
window arches are of stone.

The white-painted pilasters which rise throughout the height of the build 
ing are of incised metal, through the ground floor level, but of simple 
painted brick through the second and third stories, up to the diminutive 
capital which is of brick and stone. Where they continue above the third 
floor windows, the frieze dor horizontal band), the cornice, and the block 
ing course(or parapet), are of sheet metal, painted white. Continuing 
the verticalijy of the pilasters, sheet metal brackets project slightly in 
front of the frieze, cornice, and blocking course, thereby carrying the 
verticals of the pilaster-piers through the entire facade of the building, 
until they terminate in stylized, anthemion-patterned ornaments^w-hich 
punctuate the skyline. ' ~
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The facade of the L. S. Ayres Warehouse is in a good state of preservation 
and its rich expression of brick, stone, cast iron, and sheet metal pro 
vides an'excellent example of a "late 19th century commercial building in 
a style designated by Marcus Whiffen as High Victorian Italianata.

Elliott's Block., as the building was originally called, was built inj.875 
for Calvin A. Elliott, who was engaged in the wholesale liquor business. 
WhiIe*rE~is quite likely, it is not known if the building was used in 
connection with the liquor business. The ground level appears to have 
contained shops, and the upper levels appear to have been loft space.

In i860 Daniel Stewart and Thomas G. Barry bought the building and used 
it as a glass warehouse. Stewart had been in the retail and wholesale 
drug and glass "business, a combination customary for the times, which 
was the forerunner" of the present Stewart-Carey Corporation Corporations 
in Indianapolis, manufacturers of glass and building materials.
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