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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Present and Original Physical Appearances

A‘

B.

General Statement

1. A small, two-story, early twentieth century brick structure with a full
porch and frame balcony across the front and back.

2. The structure has recently been restored and is in excellent condition.

Exterior

1.
o gular in shape

oo W N

Overall dimensions 30' x 60' two stories, with a half basement, rectan-

Foundatlons low poured concrete

Walls: solid brick.
Sfructural system: solid brick bearing walls.

Porches: A three bay porch is across the north front supported by four
brick colums and is approximately six feet in depth. A solid brick
parapet wall fills in the lower part of these colums. '
tongue and groove wood. The porch is covered with a flat roof forming
the subfloor of the balcony deck above. A decorative cornice caps the
top of the support colums. A balustrade of turned posts and spindles
surrounds the balcony above.

. The rear porch is enclosed and covered with a shed roof ;' ba'lcbhy atop.

The roof. extends from sidewall to sidewall of the main structure. The
balcony lies within the brick, forming storage rooms. The center panel
is made up of frame panels, windowed above a wainscoting. There is a
windowed door located in the panel.

Chimney: An inside brick chimey 1s located in the southeast quarter
of the hipped roof. '

Openings:
a. Doorways and Doors: There are five doorway openings, three down-

stairs and two upstairs. The 8-1/2' front door has an etched glass
_ panel. Every door, except the front has a transom.

b Windows: All windows are double—hung. There are eight windows
across the front, and fourteen on the east side and sixteen on
the west.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The early history of Nevada is concentrated in an area along the eastern flank
of the Sierra Nevada Range. The Emigrant Trail passed through the area before dropp-
ing over the mountains into California. Genoa, the first white settlement in the state,
was established along this trail. Nestled along the mountainous edge of ‘Caison Valley,
Genoa became an important trade and agricultural settlement. Shortly theteafter, the
town of Carson City was established in Eagle Valley, just north of Carson Valley.
These two valleys soon became the centers of the agricultural and ranching industries
in the state; a title Carson Valley still deserves. The need for agricultural support
services in the nearby Comstock Mining District gave rise in the 1870's to a new town
centrally located in Carson Valley. Named after its founder, J. M. Gardner, it was
called Gardnerville,

With the decline of the Comstock, western Nevada settled into a quiet and
lathargic period. In the last half of the first decade of the present century, Nevada
experienced yet another mining related increase in development known as.the Tonopah
Boom. The effects of this boom were felt statewide in.mining and non-mining commmnit-
ies alike. Between 1900 and 1910 the population of Nevada came 3,000 people short of
doubling in size (1900 = 42,335; 1910 = 81,875). N

The affects of this boom on the Carson Valley were diversified. An increased
need for agricultural products brought a level of prosperity back to the local farmers
‘and ranchers not experienced since the previous boom. Population trends for the county
reveal a pattern, althrough subdued, similar to that of the state (1900 = 1,534; 1910 =
1,895).

An equally important event for Gardnerville was the desire of the Virginia and
Truckee Railroad to build a spurline to the town. Because of right-of-way problems,
the railroad choose to stop one and a half miles northwest of Gardnerville on land
donated by H.F.Dangbergraprominent valley pioneer. The present town of Minden
grew of around this railhead, along with several large mills and graineries.

As of 1910 therefore the economic future of the Carson Valley looked very prom-
ising. It is not at all uncommon that during such periods, humanitarian and social
institutions flourish. The development of one"such institution, the Carson Valley
Hospital, is the focus of this nomination.

As early as 1909, a Dr. Gerow attempted to form a Carson Valley Hospital Company.
Memberships were to be sold in the company and the money so collected was to go to the
- construction and operation of a hospital. Dr. Gerow stayed in Minden only through

1910 however, and when he left for Reno, it appears his plans went with him. The
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Description

Present and Original Physical Appearances (continued)

B. Exterior
8. Roof:
a. The structure has a hipped roof; no dormers. The roof is covered
by composition shingles.
b. The cornice is boxed with an ornamental horizontal bracket. The

frieze is plain.

The Carson Valley Hospital has never been altered in its exterior features. It has
been rehabilitated without serious alteration to features found.
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construction of the hospital had to await the attentions and efforts of another local
physician, Dr. E. H. Hawkins.

Dr. Hawkins first came to Carson Valley in 1901 and soon was named county physician
and health officer. An enterprising man, Dr. Hawkins bought acreage between Gardnerville
and Minden hoping to sell it as housing lots as the towns grew. It was on one of these
lots in 1914 that Dr. Hawkins built a 16 room hospital that he hoped would meet the
medical needs of Douglas County. At the time of its construction, the Carson Valley
Hospital was considered as one of the best and finest equiped in the state. The upper
floor of the hospital had 10 rooms; eight for patients, an operating room, and a general
store room. The lower floor had two special patient rooms, a waiting room, an office,

a kitchen and family quarters for the doctor.

During the initial burst of growth, brick was a common building material for many
of the larger commercial buildings in Minden. Conforming to this local Minden style,
several structures of the period in Gardnerville are also made of brick. The Carson
Valley Hospital represents this trend.

The July 3, 1914 Record-Courier reports that Dr. Hawkins had purchased a great
deal of equipment for his soon to be opened hospital. One piece of equipment purchased
was an X-ray machine. First developed in 1896, X-ray technology took some time to find
its way into the small commnities of the rural west. The first X-ray machine in Nevada
was purchased in 1908 and used by Dr. M. R. Wheeler in Reno. Washoe Medical Center in )
Reno purchased one in 1913. Demonstrations of X-ray technology were common at Nevada
Medical Association meetings as late as the early 1920's, pointing out its continued
novelty.

The presence of an X-ray machine in a small town institution such as the Carson
Valley Hospital as early as 1914 was indeed unique. In Dr. Hawkin's words, the machine
will "assist us in diagnosing fractures, locating bullets and other things.'" Despite
the town's air of sophistication, Garnderville was still very much a part of the
frontier west.

During the years of its operation, the hospital played a vital role in providing
medical services to the community. Most pronounced was perhaps the part Dr. Hawkins,
his staff and the hospital played during the influenza epidemic of 1918-19.

Dr. Hawkins built his hospital assuming that the growth of Minden and Gardnerville
would continue. He had seen the increase that had resulted from the coming of the rail-
road and secondary effects of the Tonopah Boom. At the time of the hospital's construc-
tion there were also rumors that the county seat of Douglas County would be moved from
Genoa to Minden. So emboldened, Dr. Hawkins built his hospital eight years after the
arrival of the V & T and two years before Minden became the county seat.
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The anticipated jump in population expected by Dr. Hawkins did not occur. Census
data for 1920 show that rather than increase, the population of Douglas County and the
state had decreased (County = 1,825; State = 77,407). The bubble of the Tonopah Boom
had burst. Dr. Hawkins was left holding a hospital larger than the commmity's needs.
In 1918, he sold the building to Charles Brown, but leased it from the new owner and
continued to operate the hospital. A 1922 letter to the Record-Curier again brooched
the subject of a Carson Valley Hospital Association. Now however, the intent was to
save the hospital in existence. Money raised was to be used to purchase the building.
This association met with the same fate as its predecessor some 11 years earlier. In
1924, Mr. Brown raised the terms of the lease and unable to make ends meet, the doors
of the hospital were closed.

In subsequent years the building served a number of different community needs.
From 1924 to 1930 and again from 1937 to 1946 the building was rented out as apartments,
the owners maintaining a residence on the first floor. From 1930 to 1937 the structure
was used to house the single ladies that taught at the school across the street. From
1946 until 1958 the building was used as a private residence. It stood vacant 20 years.

The Carson Valley Hospital is significant for its contribution to local history.
It's significance can be sumarized as foliows.

- The structure exemplifies an architectural trend in selection of building
materials typical of its period and locale.

|
- Given the economic boom of the period in Nevada several hospitals and other
humanitarian functions were initiated. In the rural counties hospitals were
generally supported and operated county agencies. Carson Valley Hospital
was an exception to this generalization being the economic venture of a single
person.

- Those citizens of Douglas County born in the Carson Valley Hospital are now
the backbone of the community, politically and socially.

- The hospital represents an attempt at bringing current medical technology to
a small rural community - a movement during the west at the time as common as
the Carnegie Library.

- The hospital reflects the growth and development of the Gardnerville/Minden area.

- The Gardnerville/Minden area enjoyed the services of several physicians and
dentists before, during and after the existence of the Carson Valley Hospital.
The hospital's development reflects an intensification of those services avail-
able rather than their first and only introduction into the community.
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— The building's association with Dr. E. H Hawkins, a resident of the county
for a quarter of a century, Dr. Hawkins was a well known and important com-
munity leader.



