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1. Name of Property
historic name Cluett Peabody & Company
other names/site number VHC #H-217

2. Location
street & number 123 First Street “hnot for publication
city, town Leominster h/tvicinity
state Massachusetts code MA county Worcester code 027 zip code 01453
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
nn private nZ] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
I I public-local I ldistrict 3 "l buildings
I I public-State e site . sites
| I public-Federal | Istructure 1 1  _.structures
| lobject - - objects
4 2 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination ofeligibility meets the documentation standards forregistering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements setforth in 36 CFR Part60.
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Conmssion pJNin
Signatu ficartifying pffic . _ . Da{g-l- I f
ae doric vation Officer
State or Federal agency and bureau
In myopinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
[*entered inthe National Register.
I | See continuation sheet.
Q determined eligible for the National
Register. ~ZI See continuation sheet.
| ldetermined noteligible for the
National Register.

I lremoved from the National Register.
| 1 other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



Cluett Peabody & Company, Leominster, Massachusetts

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

I ndus try/ Processing/ Extraction: Vacant/not in use
manufacturing raci

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)
foundaton ~ Grani te
Georgian Revival walls Walls
other; Industrial Mill Pes ign
roof Tar & gravel

other.

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Cluett Peabody and Company complex, Leominster, is an interconnecting mass
of four one- to four-story brick factory buildings dating mainly from the
first forty years of the twentieth century. The buildings stand on a large
corner site amidst a residential neighborhood that was originally workers
housing for employees of the mill.

The factory consists of the 3 1/2-story, 1902 mill fronting on First Street,
with a one-story flat-roofed boiler plant and chimney of the same date jogging
out from the center of its rear elevation. The four-story 1937 addition
adjoins the 1902 mill along its north end and continues the long First Street
elevation. A large one-story 1957 addition to the rear of the 1937 factory
completes the complex's mass.

The factory's principal facades fully retain their original setting. The
complex is set back about twenty feet from First Street, with grass, shrubbery
(now overgrown), and a chain-link fence denoting its boundaries. The southern
edge of the site along Spruce Street also has a small lawn and a chain link
fence flanking the rear driveway. The rear of the site is entirely paved in
asphalt. To the north along First Street is a large, paved parking lot. This
was the site of the company's earliest mill building on the site (1895),
demolished in the 1950s to provide additional parking when the former parking
area was replaced with the 1957 addition.

The 1902 mill (1) exhibits characteristics of the Georgian Revival style
applied to a typical turn-of-the century mill design. The east facade is 3
1/2 stories in height, with a flat roof and simple stepped brick cornice. The
first story is raised up a half story to increase the window size of the
ground floor. The fenestration consists of steel multi-light sash with center
pivots. They are set within segmental-arched openings with granite sills. A
two-course granite base adds to the design. The facade is seventeen bays
long, with an entrance in the seventh bay. Wide brick stairs lead up to the
entrance, a single-light wood door with rectangular transom, framed by wood
pilasters and a small shed-roof hood. The south (end) elevation is four bays
deep and repeats the same design treatments as the facade. On the west (rear)
elevgtion, a small wood stair enclosure with pitched roof has been added in
one bay.

Pn See continuation sheet
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A 1937 factory addition (2) comprises the second key element of the complex.
Abutting the north end of the 1902 mill, this four-story, flat-roofed brick
block is an unaltered example of the refined industrial style prevalent in the
1930s among New England mills.

The building's facade is seven bays wide with a narrow entrance bay at its
southern end. The entrance is of no architectural significance; it has modern
aluminum doors and a flat projecting canopy set on steel posts. Windows with
16-light metal sash are set in a slightly recessed bay. The balance of the
fenestration pattern consists of large rectangular openings with multi-light
steel sash. The openings are simply detailed with concrete sills and a
recessed brick band above each fourth-story bay. The north elevation is four
bays deep, repeating the same fenestration pattern as the facade.

The 1902 boiler plant (3) is a 1 1/2-story flat-roofed structure directly
behind the 1902 factory. It extends west for three bays length, then jogs
back from the south elevation for an additional bay. This bay has a later
door-below-window arrangement, while the other windows are 16-light metal sash
with center pivots. The roof has simple curved brackets at the cornice line.
The first floor is raised up a half story to correspond to the mill's first
story, with large 6-light windows below. The west elevation contains a large
grade-level loading door in its north bay and a single 10-light window to its
south. An original loading dock with a pair of wood doors is intact in the
set-back south bay.

Directly north of the boiler plant is the rectangular brick chimney of 1902
(4). It rises above the four-story mass of the complex and has a simple
corbelled cap. The chimney has been stuccoed and painted beige in later years.

In 1957, the company experienced its last phase of expansion, a large,
flat-roofed one-story brick wing above a raised concrete basement (A) which
extends west to Laurel Street from the rear of the 1937 factory. This wing is
of noncontributing character, with a band of narrow, three-light windows on
the south elevation and a solid brick end wall along Laurel Street.

A noncontributing element on the property is a small power transmitting
structure (B) just south of the 1950s wing. Enclosed by metal fencing, the
boxes and two-story steel frame detract from the historic setting of the
factory complex.

The property has been largely vacant for the past several years but has
experienced a minimum of vandalism or neglectful deterioration. It is
proposed for conversion to residential apartments in the near future, in
accordance with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation
and Historic Tax Certification requirements.
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The 1902 interiors are typical industrial factory spaces wth brick walls,
voad decking, and col ums.  There are no unusual

| UECKI NG, interior finishes or
detailing ineither the 1902 or 1937 structures.
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Archaeol ogi cal  Description

Wii | e no[)rem storic sites are currently recorded onthe property, it is
POSSI ble that sites are present. e Known prehistoric site i s recorded in
he general area }V\Athln onemle). This factor plus the locational
characteristics of the property, awell drained terrace near an unususal
stream | eadi ng to Rockwel | Porid, i ndi cates a reasonabl e potential for |ocating
sites. In general, however, there islittle potential for [ocating
significant archaeol ogical survivals fromthe prehistoric or pre

| ate-nineteenth century historic period because of intense industrial

devel opnent on the propertK. Late nineteenth century survivals r% exi st of
the Gre M ||, nowdenolished but once | ocated on the propertP/. t bui | di ngs
and dunp areas mght also survive associated with the Gre M| or the early
20th century conplex of mlls which still exist.



Cluett Peabody & Company, Leominster, MasSachifsettS
8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I I nationally | | statewide KAl locally n
Applicable National Register Criteria [XjJA O B [T|C | |D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Qc e £ NF I |G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Aebsegture . 1901-1937 1962

Cultural Affiliation

Significant Person Architect/Builder
o/j unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

Cluett Peabody and Company, Leominster, retains its integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association meets
Criteria A and C of the National Register. Under Criterion A, the 1902
factory complex and its 1937 addition are important for their contribution to
Leominster's industrial development during the first half of this century, and
in particular for their role in maintaining shirt manufacturing as one of the
city's dominant industries during this period. Under Criterion C, the complex
is a well-preserved example of two distinct phases of industrial construction
in the early twentieth century. Despite the loss of the 1895 mill which
originally housed a portion of the operations in the 1950s, the 1902 mill is
representative of local factory design at the turn of the century and is a
handsome example of its type. The 1937 addition is equally representative of
its time and reflects a major expansion of Cluett Peabody at a time when
little growth was occurring in most of the city's other industries.

Cluett Peabody and Company was a relative latecomer to the Leominster shirt
industry, starting its operations there a full nineteen years after the city's
first shirtmaker, G. F. Morse & Company, was founded in 1880. The industry
grew rapidly in the next two decades. G. F. Morse & Company became the
Leominster Shirt Co. in 1881, the same year it was sold to E. A. Buffington of
Detroit. It and an affiliate, the Bay State Shirt Co., which moved to
Leominster in 1885, continued their operations until 1898.

Meanwhile, George A. Gane and Francis A. Whitney, two former owners of the
Leominster Shirt Company, formed a new company in 1882, the Wachusett Shirt
Company. F. A. Whitney had already earned a reputation as founder of
Leominster's Whitney Reed Chair Co. and the highly successful F. A. Whitney
Carriage Company. The Wachusett Shirt Co. gained widespread business under F. e
A. Whitney's able management. It moved to its Water Street factory in 1887

and remained in the Water Street complex (NR 1982) until the 1930s. It later
housed its drastically reduced operations solely in a Summer Street plant,
until closing completely in 1951. During its early years, the company was in
large part responsible for the huge number of skilled shirtmakers in the city.

See continuation sheet



Cluett Peabody & Company, Leominster, Massachusetts
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| | See continuation sheet
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I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [ 1 State historic preservation office
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I I previously determined eligible by the National Register I | Federal agency
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 3.1 acres
UTM References
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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| 1See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

This boundary was sel ected because it enconpasses the entire parcel historically as
wel | as presently owned by and associated with the Cluett Pe & Gnpany factory
conpl ex. None of the adjacent residential Properti es areincluded since they were
never specifically built or owed by the mill.

| 1See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameAite Marqo 'i.Webber, Pres. Consultant w/ Betsy Friedberg, Nat. Reg. Director, MHC
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date February, 1989
street & number 80 Boylston St.. Suite 310 .telephone (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston .state  MA zip code 02116
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In 1899, precisely because of the Wachusett Shirt Co.'s success, Cluett
Peabody chose Leominster as the site for a new plant, which started out with
150 employees. Also, the closing of the Leominster Shirt Co. and Bay State
Shirt Co. a year earlier fortuitously presented Cluett Peabody with the
opportunity to acquire an existing factory and its shirtmaking machinery, and
to tap a skilled labor market.

Yet another shirt company, the George A. Gane Shirt Co., was built on First
Street in 1895 by the former Wachusett Co. partner. Its life was short-lived,
closing in 1901. Its four-story wooden mill was acquired by Cluett Peabody
plant. This plant became the base for later consolidation at the First/Spruce
Streets site with the 1913 acquisition of the adjacent E. B. Kingman Co.
plant, built in 1902 for a local manufacturer of celluloid, rubber, and shell
novelty items.

Cluett Peabody arrived in Leominster at the peak of the Wachusett Shirt
Company's success. At the industry's zenith in 1902, the city had 3,000
shirtmakers employed within the two firms. By 1915, the labor force had been
halved, but while the Wachusett Co. had cut its staff to around 600, Cluett
Peabody had grown to 800 employees.

Cluett Peabody's success in the face of decline by the only other surviving
local firm was largely due to the vast size of its home-base operations in
Troy, New York. Cluett Peabody was already widely known as a Troy-based shirt
and collar manufacturer. It was the successor firm to Maullin & Blanchard
Co., formed in Troy in 1851 and considered the founder of the shirt and collar
industry. Under the able direction of George B. Cluett from the 1860s until
his death in 1912, Cluett Peabody had by that year become the largest shirt
and collar maker in the world, with an annual output of 7,000,000 dozen
collars and 500,000 dozen shirts. Its assets included $10 million of
preferred stock and $18 million of common stock. In addition to its main
plant at Troy, the Leominster plant was one of several other factories also
established at Rochester, Corinth, and Waterford, New York, and St. Johns,
Quebec.

The Leominster plant had been started specifically to manufacture the
company's Arrow shirts, one of its leading products. Around 1919, however,
the whole shirt industry shifted from separate collars to shirts with collars
attached. Again, Cluett Peabody's large size, national market, and astute
management enabled it to adapt new production and marketing technigues that
kept Arrow shirts at the head of the field. Other advances such as the 1929
patent on Sanforizing, a mechanical compressive shrinking process for cottons
used in clothing manufacture, also kept Cluett Peabody at the forefront of the
industry.

1 New York Times, November 26, 1912, p.4.



NPS Form 1M004 Amoil  No. 10HOO1!
Me)

United Statee Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Cluett peabody & company
Leominster, Massachusetts

Section number  ~ Page ~

In the 1930s, at a time when many other local industries such as baby
carriages, piano cases, and horn combs were declining, Cluett Peabody

continued to expand its plant with its 1937 addition, and still maintained 600
employees, most of whom were women. It was comparable in size to the city's
E. I. Dupont plant, the only other substantial industry in these years.2 it

continued as an important local employer well into the 1950s, long after all
other shirt companies had closed their doors.

The property's architectural significance derives from the handsome industrial
designs of the two brick mills and related outbuilding. The original
four-story wooden mill of the Gane Shirt Company, unfortunately, no longer
survives. Yet, even without this component, the factory complex is a large,
striking mass that anchors the hilltop of the primarily residential
neighborhood surrounding the site.

The 1902 mill, boiler plant, and chimney were well-suited to Cluett Peabody's
needs. The factory's straightforward industrial design and layout were
readily adaptable to the shirtmaking industry. The simple lines, choice
granite trim, and entrance detailing of the exterior reflect the success and
substance of the original occupant.

It is one of several similarly designed small factories of this type in the
city. Of the other similar brick factories, the recently rehabilitated
Wellington Piano Factory (1895-1919) (NR 1984), is most comparable in scale
and design character. The former W. S. Reed Toy Company mill (ca. 1897), has
been considerably altered by unsympathetic window infill and ramp treatments.
The only surviving brick mill of the Til ton and Good complex (1878) is nearly
completely obliterated by later concrete-block structures adjacent and
attached to it. The Leominster Worsted Company mill (1890s), once a lovely
complex of one- and two-story brick elements, has likewise had its context,
scale, and design character destroyed by later concrete-block additions. The
somewhat earlier Crocker Perry and Co. Factory (1865), although smaller in
size and featuring a frontal tower and pitched roof, continues to undergo
unsympathetic renovations. In contrast, the 1902 Cluett Peabody buildings
fully retain their historic integrity.

The 1937 addition built by Cluett Peabody is one of the city's very few
large-scale industrial designs from the 1930s. It is an unaltered example of
its type, illustrating the clean lines, minimal brickwork detailing, and
proportionally large industrial sash of later industrial plants. The large
size and prominent mass further add to its impressiveness, while the siting
and fenestration pattern sit comfortably adjacent to the 1902 mill.

2 Leominster Daily Enterprise, July 31, 1937, Leominster Public Library,
Historical Collection.
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Within the context of other industrial properties in Leominster, the nominated
complex is by no means the largest, yet it is typical of the many mid-sized
firms that together formed the bulk of the city's manufacturing output. The
city's economic growth, historically, has been due to the large number of
smaller industries rather than the more common New England pattern of a
one-industry or even one-mill town. Compared to the only other shirt factory
that remains, this complex is physically smaller than the Wachusett Co. but is
substantially intact and retains its strong local association with Cluett
Peabody and with Leominster's shirtmaking industry.
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Archaeol ogi cal  Signi ficance

H storic archaeol ogical remains onthe O uett Reabody and Conpany property
have the potential for providing detailed information on structures no | onger
extant on the property and features (dunp areas) which mght provide .

i nformation on technologi es/ machi nery — used, products produced; and workers in
the mlls. Survey and excavation hel p determne whether or not survivals
of the 1895 Gre MI| survive as well as outbuil dings associated with that
mll or the early 1900s ml| .conglex now st andi n%. Industrial waste also

| ikel'y survives associated with both mlls., Véste products from the surviving
mll nay have been used to fill the GreMI|. These survivals could provide
val uabl & information onwhat and hownaterial were produced inthe mlls.
Ref use mﬁht al so survive which could provide insightsonworkers inthe mils
and howthey and/or their conditions changed through tine.
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Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning at the southwest corner of the intersection of First and Spruce
Streets, the boundary runs north along the west side of First Street for 296.1
feet, then jogs eastward with the street edge and extends another 306.65 feet
to the corner of Water Street. It proceeds westward for 150 feet along the
south side of Water Street, then turns south along the west boundary of the
Cluett Peabody property for 90 feet and follows the property line of the
parcel westward for 56.4 feet, then turns southwesterly for 71.6 feet and

southerly for 218.4 feet. It then jogs southwesterly for 8.99 feet and turns
westerly for a distance of 144.04 feet until reaching the east side of Laurel
Street. It turns 9.34 feet southwesterly and then proceeds south along the

east side of Laurel Street for 198 feet, turns east and runs 148.6 feet, jogs
south along the west boundary of the Cluett Peabody parcel for 94.5 feet, and
turns eastward along the north side of Spruce Street for a distance of 147.9
feet to the point of beginning.
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SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG RECCRD

NRI'S Reference Nunmber: 89000439 Date Listed: 06/08/89
Cluett Peabody & Conpany Wor cest er MA
Property Nanme County State
N/ A

Mul tiple Name

This property i slisted i nthe National Register of Historic
Places i n accordance with the attached nom nation docunentation
subject tothe following exceptions, exclusions, or anmendnents,
notwi t hstanding the National Park Service certification included
in the nom nation documentation.

Date of Action
Arended Items i n Nom nati on:

Period of Significance;

1901 was inadvertantly entered as t hebeginning date for the
period of significance, 1902 was intended as indicated by the
text andthespecific dates.

This information was confirmed with AnnTait, Acting National
Register Director, MSHPQ by telephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
Nati onal Register property file
Nom nating Authority (without nom nation attachment)
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April 18, 1989

Carol Shull R2A

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed you will find the fol | ow ng nomnation form

Neomnster, Cuett Reabody & , 123 First Street
Leomnster, Vit 4 Gonpary, 142" Vdter Street
Norfol k, Norfol k Hal |, 28 Rockwood Red

Vebster, Rck Castle School, Prospect Street, HRGA #11019\A
Vebst er, Thonpson School , Prospect Street, HRGA #11018\A

Al have been voted eligible by the Sate Review Board and have been
signed by the Sate Hstoric Preservation Gficer. Qwers were notified
of pending Sate Review Board consi deration 30-75 days before the neeting
and were afforded the opportunity to conment. Conments received todate
are attached to the nomnation form

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedber . <
Ntional Register Drector”
Missachusetts Hstorical Gnmassion

Encl osure;
BH

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Vaerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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FROM: fyMINCIAIt

IN RESPONSE TO KCUR RECENT INC*UIR/
T/IE ENCtOSEO INFORMATION
IS
SUPPLIEP WIT» TffE
COMPLIMENTS OV TuB
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSON
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