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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This basically unaltered cold blast furnace is one of the best
pﬁesetyed furnaces of its period in Alabama. Its secluded location
in a rural area has served to preserve it.

In 1864-al1 flamable parts of the furnace were destroyed, and
were rebuilt in.1867; however, the furnace itself is all that remains
today.

It is constructed of massive brown or red hematite ore type rock
averaging 20" x°20" x 4' and weighing perhaps three tons each. The
stack is approximately 30" x 30" at the base, 15' x 15' at the top,
and 45' high.

The stones were hauled to the site by ox cart, some three miles

from Dirt Cellar Mountain and put in place in a relatively short
period of time.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Confederate States of America in 1862 commissioned the Noble
Brothers of Rome, Georgia to erect a blast furnace in Cherokee County to
produce much-needed pig iron for the war effort. They selected a site
approximately two miles north by northeast of the town of Cedar Bluff
adjacent to the Chattooga River.

The skilled labor required was obtained or detailed from Confederate
Army personnel and hundreds of Negro slaves were hired from their owners
on nearby plantations. Because of the size of the projected furnace opera-
tion, the canal and the tunnel to be built, a rather large labor force
was required to complete it in a short time. (It has been estimated that
one thousand persons worked on the construction project using the unso-
phisticated equipment of the 1860's.)

A tunnel through the hill east of the furnace site and a canal extend-
ing a half-mile to the stream bed of the Chattooga River was necessary to
obtain the required water power to operate the blowing engines for the
furnace.

The Noble Brothers designed and built the machinery required for the
operation of their foundries in Rome, Georgia. The machinery was moved by
steam boat on the Coosa River to Cedar BTuff and then hauled by ox wagons
to the site.at Cornwall. -

The Nobles named the site "Cornwall' after their native county of
Cornwall in southwest England.

The furnace was put into operation in early 1863. The red hematite
ore was hauled to the furnace in two-wheel ox carts from Dirt Cellar Moun-
tain approximately. three miles-from-the site. The laborers broke the
mined ore into usable sizes with sledge hammers.

Many farmers and plantation owners in the surrounding area were engaged
in the manufacture of charcoal for the operation. Samuel Porter Jones,
the great national evangelist in the 1800's, labored as a driver of one
of these ox drawn carts during the 1870's.
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Alabama Blast Furnaces, Woodward® Iron Co., 1940
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8 Significance Continued

The Confederate States contracted for the entire production of the
_furnace, which was shipped by boat to Rome, Georgia, to manufacture Confede-
rate cannon, carriage and caisson for its artillery regiments.

The output of the furnace by today's standards was small, but at the
time was considered average for its size and an important asset to the
Confederacy.

Cornwall's contribution to the Confederacy's military armaments did not
last for long. With the Union Forces penetrating deep into the Confederate
States, it was not lonZg before Cornwall was discovered. Major General
J. M. Schofield, commanding the U. S. Army of the Ohio, with about 9,000
troops occupied Cedar Bluff in October 1864 and ordered Brig. Gen. Frank
Blair to destroy all of Cornwall that would burn.

With the end of the war on April 9, 1865, the Noble Brothers began
immediately to rebuild their foundry and shops at Rome, Georg1a as well as
Cornwall Furnace. It was rebuilt and went into operation again in 1867 as
a cold blast charcoal furnaee.

However, due to the internal friction which developed between the
operating organization and those supplying the capital, the furnace was
never placed on an economically sound operating basis and in 1875 the furnace
was blown out forever. It is today the best preserved of all the stone
furnaces of this period standing in the State, and possibly the Southeast.
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