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The Otasco Store is an 80' by 50 f brick structure built in 1905 on 
the Main Street of Wilburton. The facade contains the name Rosenstein 
and the year of construction. On the decorative entablature are an awn­ 
ing and an Otasco sign between the first and second story. Second story 
windows are arched with brick relieving arches and keystones. Extensive 
changes have been made to the first floor windows and brick wall. The 
building's original character is intact on the second level, the decora­ 
tive brick work on the entablature is its main architectural feature.

The building has been painted a pale green, but much of the origi­ 
nal architecture is still extant. It adjoins a single-story insurance 
office on the east and a two-story drugstore on the west. The interior 
contains two floors, and the ornate first floor tin ceiling is still 
visible, but little else of the original interior remains. This struc­ 
ture is one of the few remaining examples of early 20th century commercial 
architecture in Wilburton.
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The Otasco store is significant because it is one of the few remain­ 
ing examples of early 20th century commercial architecture in Wilburton. 
Two tornadoes (1965 and 1975) and several fires in the city's business 
district caused much damage to other structures and resulted in extensive 
remodeling. The Otasco building is one of only five non-residential 
structures in the vicinity of the town untouched by either fire or tor­ 
nadoes .

The Otasco store was built by a Mr. Rosenstein in 1904-05. Mr. 
Rosenstein ran a dry goods and shoe store in the building for about 
twenty years. The reduction of coal mining in the area and general 
economic depression forced Mr. Rosenstein out of business. He apparently 
did not stay in Wilburton, though many of a large number of Jewish mer­ 
chants did stay, weathering hard times and competition from coal com­ 
pany stores.

Subsequently the building housed the first telephone company, 
apartments, a pool hall and cafe, and finally the hardware store (1940s.) 
It is one of the few structures that remains to symbolize the early 
20th century economic development of the area.
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