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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The rock was located and carved in 1813 by the boundary commissioners 
for the states of North Carolina and South Carolina. It was to mark 
the latitude 35 at the ChattoessRiver; however, later surveys have 
located it variously at 34°059 1 34" in 1820, latitude 35° 00' 04.4" 
by USFS in the 1930s and 35 00' 02.3" by Tennessee Valley Authority 
in the 1930s. The Commissioners marked the rock with the following 
inscription: "Lat 35 AD 1813 NC + SC." (This being noted in the 
Commissioners' notes and also Statutes at Large of South Carolina, I, 
417.) This is the inscription on the rock now known as Ellicott Rock, 
The inscription is slowly weathering away due to high rainfall and 
water action of the Chattooga Rivej
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

\.\

Ellicott Rock, in the Eastbank of Chattooga River, is the common 
corner of the states of North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. 
As a result of the division of the Carolina province into 2 colonies 
in 1727, a dispute arose over the boundary between North and South 
Carolina. Beginning at the sea the boundary line was gradually x 
established until 1813 when the terminus of the SC-NC line was set 
by commissioners of the 2 states. This last line was run on the 
ground and approved by both states in 1815. In 1819 commissioners 
for North Carolina and Georgia used the rock as a focal point for 
attempted settlement of the boundary dispute between their two states 
Although the NC-GA line dispute still erupts periodically, the rock 
is recognized as the fixed Common Corner of all three states - North 
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia.

Andrew Ellicott's survey was made in 1811, and Ellicott's notes state 
that he marked a rock at that time with inscription NC-GA. A rock 
about 500 feet upstream bears this inscription. Local and regional 
usage has established the name Ellicott Rock for the rock inscribed 
in 1813.



Salley, A. S.,Jr. , The Boundary Line between North Carolina and South
Carolina, bulletin of the Historical Commission of South Carolina,
no. 10. Columbia, S. C.:The State Company, 1929. 

Skaggs, Marvin Luclan, North Carolina Boundary Disputes involving her
Southern Line. The James Sprunt Studies in History and Political

j Science, vol. 25, No.l. Chapel Hill, N.C.: University 
Carolina press, 1941. pp. 140-145.
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