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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The @g;gdlth Cotton and Woolen Manufacturing Company

was founded in 1811 and constructed a wooden mill which burned

in 1823. When the Secretary of the U.S. Treasury, Louis
McLane, conducted a survey of American Manufacturing in
1831, the return from Meredith, N.H. included the "Avery
Factory Company," so-called for the agent who operated\}
mill, and stated that a brick mill has been ralsqd\
after the loss of the first mill. The recollec#io s ofi~TY
N.H. Baldwin, published locally in 1884, state ' 5
building was in full operation by 1828.

An engraved view on a Map of Balknap County] o7 W
Hampshire published in 1859 shows the bulldlng\xd E§ a7
original condition.. At each end of the roof a émallﬂs@ '
chimney can be seen in the illustration, as can dHesori 1nab
bell cupola. The present cupola appears to be a moéer )
reproduction of the earlier form, but contains the orlglnal
mill Bell and framework. The bell, itself, is said to have
been recast by an apprentice of Paul Revere, from the metal
of the bell used in the earlier mill. The stair tower has
been altered by the addition of a door to its facade at
each story sometime before 1875, when its present appearance
can be seen on an insurance survey drawing now owned by the
Merrimack Valley Textile Museum, N. Andover, Mass.

A brick and wooden building which houses a power plant
of three turbines, replaced the earlier power systems about
1900. While these buildings obscure a portion of the rear
of. the mill.building.itself; thew.represent the continued
alteration which was necessary to maintain this example of
.industrial architecture as a viable factory building into
this century. The later power system is still extant and
operable, and the interior of the main structure:is-almost
completely orlglnal “An elevator has been inserted between
floors at one end of the mill, but. the:original floor fram-
ing is’extant elsewhere throughout. The building exhibits
joisted floor construction in all its open ceiling, rather
than the slow-burn construction common:to:almést all dater
mills. This framing method and the roof frame of the attic
story, which is equally original, are typical of the first
phase of mill architecture throughout New England.

The location of the so-called Belknap-Sulloway mill,
named for later owners of the building, was original a
small village of Meredith Bridge in Meredith, N. H. Its
location along the Wimipesaukee River bank acted as the
center around which modern Laconia was built. Located
directly opposite the Busiel mill, a mid-nineteenth century
example of the developments of industrial architecture, the
Belknap Sulloway mi}l was much obscured by later buildings,
The Urban Renewal project of which both mills are a part has
cleared the less significant wooden buildings which surrounds
these buildings, opening them to view once more. Today they
occupy their original sites along the river and form a
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focal point for the modern redevelopment of Laconia.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

. forward looking:architectural specimen.

. a-small manufacturing village. As part of the modérn urban

.- 0f- downtown Laconia.

The so-called Belknap-Sulloway Mill ranks among the fore-
most examples of small brick textile mills in New England. A
survey of textile manufacturing architecture being carried
out by 0ld Sturbridge Village. indicates it to be the earliest |
surviving brick mill in the region by virtue of a date of
1823, [Louis McLane, U. S. Secretary of Treasury, Report,
1832, Documents Relative to American Manufactures (Washington,
1832)]. As a typical example of a once common form of indus-
trial architecture, the mill contains original elements rarely
found in structures of that period. The framing of floors
and roof is intregal to its original build, and the added
turbines illustrate the changes in the use of water power
systems.

Unlike the larger complex of textile mills of Manchester
and Nashua, N. H., the Belknap-Sulloway mill was built on a
small scale more: typical..of rural. manufacturing..of. the 1820's,
espec1ally of the so-called Rhode Island manufacturlng system.

tecture in southern New England. Unllke the earllest sur-
viving mill .in K Harrisville, N. H. (1832) which conforms to
an out-dated building form, the Belknap Sulloway mill was a

The location of this and the Busiel Mill on the banks
of the Winnipesaukee River was originally the nuclehus of

renewal project, the mills are again a central focal point




[Louis McLane] U. S. Secretary of Treasury, Report, 1832,
Documents Relative to American Manufactures (Washington, 1832)

Map of Belknap County, New Hampshire (drawn

& compiled by

E. M. Woodford;
1859) .

published by Smith & Peavey, Philadelphia,

N. H. Baldwin, "Narratives of Laconia" The Laconia (N. H.)
Democrat June 6, 1884--Sept 19, 1884.
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LENGIH=122.0380
TANGENT= 80.118"'
ANGLE =44°-40'-18"
CHORD =148.214

RADIUS =201.000"
LENGTH=227.434'
TANGENT=127.634"'
ANGLE = 64°-49'-51"
CHORD =215.494'
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WINNIPESAUKEE RIVER PROJECT N.H.R—12

LACONIA HOUSING & REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
,  CITY OF LACONIA, BELKNAP COUNTY, NEW HAMPSHIRE
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