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1. Town ramhr^i dge 

Addre ss ?? T.arch Road 

Name The Larches 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Present owner M a r g a r e t W. Thompson 
12 L a r c h Road 

3. Description: 

Date c . 1808 

Source V deed r e c o r d s 

Style G e o r g i a n 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric wood 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features c o n s e r v a t i v e use o f quo in ; 

and p r o j e c t i n g c o r n i c e , t h e d e t a i l i n . 

i.n d e n t i l , and l e a f e d c a p i t a l s -
F e d e r a l . 
Altered Yes Date 1915 

Moved Yes Date 1915 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less Over one acre XX 

Approximate frontage 2U0 f e e t 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

5 8 feet . 

6. Recorded by B a i n b r i d g e B u n t i n g 

Organization Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm., 

Date 19 64 

50M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) Jonathan Hac.t.-na., i . ^ . ^ Wn 11 n Hr^.v 

Original use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

X X 

X X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

B u i l t around 1808, The Larches was the mansion o f 
the l a s t important Cambridge estate t o be subdivided f o r 
suburban development. The Larches was o r i g i n a l l y used as 
a summer home. I n 1915, the grounds were subdivided and ' . 
the Gray House and i t s e l l were moved t o t h e i r present ^ 
l o c a t i o n s , 22 and 36 Larch Road r e s p e c t i v e l y . At the time 
of the 1915 move, a l t e r a t i o n s on 2 2 Larch Road were 
c a r r i e d out by the a r c h i t e c t Alexander Wadsworth Longfellow, 
J r . 

_The low h i p r o o f and d e l i c a t e cornice w i t h f r e t t e d 
d e n t i l s and mutules, l i g h t e n e d by a p a t t e r n o f d r i l l e d h o l e s - " 
i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f i t s e a r l y 19th century date. The 
entrance has a g r a c e f u l e l l i p t i c a l fan l i g h t and s i d e l i g h t s , 
and i s set w i t h i n a porch supported by l i g h t f l u t e d columns 
with_papyrus l e a f c a p i t a l s . The surface ornamentation 
i m p l i e s t h a t the designer was s t i l l c ompiling ornamentation 
i n the Georgian manner. 

The i n t e r i o r o f The Larches c o n s t i t u t e s the best sur­
v i v i n g ̂  Federal p e r i o d work i n Cambridge. A g r a c e f u l f l i g h t 
o f s t a i r s r i s e s i n a s e m i - c i r c l e . Doors throughout the s t r u c ­
t u r e are capped by d e l i c a t e f r i e z e s o f molded p l a s t e r . 
The woodwork i s l i g h t and elegant i n scale- tbpoughout. 

The Larches i s now the home of the composer Randall 
Thompson. I t was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t f o r Jonathan Hastings i n 
180 8, and was l a t e r f i n i s h e d i n 1810 by W i l l i a m Gray of Salem f o r h i s 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records country 
early maps, etc.) . home. 

> 
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maps 

Substantiva Raviaw: •ample raquest . appeal NR decision 
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0. 
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see continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

3. C lass i f ica t ion 

MMc jmnHnw a I>l« 

4. Owner off Property 

5. Locat ion off Lega l Descript ion 

6. Representat ion in Exist ing Surveys 

7. Descr ipt ion 

. ortgtn*! sn* 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary aalection 



6. S ign i f icance 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clari ty 
applicable cr i ter ia 
Justif ication of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bibl iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10. Oeograph ica l Data 

11. Form Prepared By 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i ce r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

t MMartc PivMTvallan OfNoar aifnatufv 

1 3 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed _ _ , Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Itam may be continued on an attached sheet 
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