
"7 
•</ iU'~

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

( j. ypv an c nines — complete appncao/e sections/ /

STATE:

Kentucky
COUNTY:

Hardin
FOR N PS USE ONLY

^-^C —— EKTfUCNUMBER DATE :

^•^V^/^Nv i AR .,2 J 19

|l|iii||ilifP

[11

COMMON: /•</ H£L"tlVtLI \CP\
Lincoln Heritage Housef^jJJriL vu

AND/OR HISTORIC: / \ f~\ "*

/ Hardin Thomas House) \\
' A ^ i3/ ^ )<0J

NATIONAL t/
iilili&ili;: [^;WWMifM: ife:1^:-1;^!^ ' : ;.^i '!•• '" >: - :<• ! : . ; l: '^ • ?;::; ::; |; : i ;::::'!^^B^^;:*::^^ : x\:: : ; • ;; ?# l^ I tli'i
STREET AND NUMBER: A^,. \/^>>Ss

/y *A €d f̂ ^|-*4€^*\^^Freeman Lake \£
CITY OR TOWN^f

Elizabethtown Xl^*^ *
STATE CODE COUNTY:

Kentucky 21
SB18^^

CATEtGORY OWNERSHIP 
(Check One)

Q District ^] Building K3 Public Public Acquisition: 

n Site Q Structure D Private D ' n Process 

C] Object D ^ otn CH Being Considered

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

1 I Agricultural [~l Government ^Cl Park 

i | Commercial CH Industrial Q Private Residence

>^TT^^

CODE

Hardin 093
' . v-.vXvXvX;: ;•'•:.:;:•:.'.:;:• • x'-'/x^v''.^'-;':-'.-;' Xv-.X;:/. '.x- 1 :• •'.: i; •*;. " iv:X-'xXxx.x,xvX i :;'-X;Xvx_; : : 
• -.,,; •.;.;.• •.;.;.•.....;.>..,.;-: ..v.v.y.XvXvX.;..^.,.;;.;;-' : .;:•>:>:' . •- '•'• .. "•',•;••:.',•: x::::;:vX;: :x-,:x'.:; li: ':x'::x'':::x:::

STATUS ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

D Occupied Yes:
r-i M • j K Restricted 1 _ ] Unoccupied
-rr-i n . 1 1 Unrestricted XJ Preservation work —

in progress ' — '

1 I Transportation D Comments 

H5S Other CSoecift.)

DQ Educational L~l Military H Reliaious tOUriSt

( I Entertainment Kl Museum [ | Scientific 9 ttracti on
||ii;;|i||il|ll^||;l?:i;i|^y : -' ••• : , ... ; • •• . ••. " :.> • xV;:..;^- :: '&&

pi

OWNER'S NAME:

City of Elizabethtown
STREET AND NUMBER:

Elizabethtown City Hall
Cl TY OR TOWN:

R! i TjaJbethtown
STATE:

Kentucky
CODE

41^Miiilli;.-^MI^^|lil»»if' : :- •••.:•.••• •;-.••, -..
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: _Hardin County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

Public Square
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Elizabethtown
STATE

Kentucky
CODE~?T"

jitiilti^
TITLE OF SURVEY: _ .-. „ TT . „. , T _ -Survey Of Historic Sites In Kentucky
DATE OF SURVEY: 197 1 D Federal |T] State Q County Q Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Kentucky Heritage Commission
STREET AND NUMBER:

401 Wapping Street j
CITY OR TOWN:

Frankfort
STATE:

Kentucky
CODE "1-2T—

STATE:

COUNTY:

f
<tO 
€?>

c{
CA

ENTRY NUMBER

D 
> 
-t
m

Tl 
O 
70
z 
TJ
CO

C 
tfl
m
0
2r-
-<



CONDITION
[X Excellent Q Good ." Q Fair

(Check One) 

Deteriorated Ruins Unexposed

(Check Ooe) 

Altered r . p^ Unaltered

(Check One) 

C3 Moved [X Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known,) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Lincoln Heritage House asrit now appears, }s a two separate cabin 
structure approximately four feet apart, batevethto iae^s it was originally 
The smaller cabin having been built first, around 1789, and the second 
cabin added about 1805-1808, .were at this time, joined together and a 
second story added. It was at this time that Thomasi Lincoln, father of 
Abraham Lincoln, did the joiners work on the interior of the cabins and no 
doubt other work in the carpentry

\Each unit is constructed of handhewn logs, most of which are original and 
roofed with the shake-type shingles; a field stone chimney at opposite ends 
of each cabin, a part of which also weire the original stones. Each cabin 
has the original stairway leading to the upper story .** The smaller cabin 
has an entrance door on the east facing Freeman Lake and one window on 
the west side; a door on the north etief through which you may enter the 
larger cabin; a stairway leading to the second story and a fireplace on the 
south end.

^The second and larger cabin has an entrance door and two windows facing 
Freeman Lake on the east. A door and window facing west, a window and 
fireplace on the north end, a door on the south end through which you may 
enter the smaller cabin; and a stairway leading to the second story where 
there are two windows facing both east and west.

The restoration was completed November 1, 1972.^ A split rail fence sur 
rounds the cabin, a number of very "old trees tire'still standing and lands 
scaping will .be done, in keeping with the period in which the cabin was used 
as a pioneer home.

- \ "* • \ ~»~ • ^ , -, ."* * " - .» • • > •

The hewn logs, with^he in-between chinkings form the interior walls. The 
poplar rafters supporting the second story, which are original, the flooring; 
of wide poplar boards and the wood trim, most of which is also original hen 
the simple line bead which is topical of other finishing work related to 
Thomas Lincoln.

Researchers, architects and dismantling carpenters are of the opinion that
the smaller cabin, which was yery^ primitive, was built when Hardin Thorns.s
and his wife came into possession of the land, which was inherited from
Mrs. Thomas' father, Elder John Gerrard, first ordained
Severns Valley Baptist Church. A few years later with an
ily the second cabin was added, at which time the second st
the first cabin, and the two cabins were enclosed as one u
five rooms. Thomas Lincoln, who was one of the leading!
cabinet makers of the period, and was living in the area
a carpenter helper doing especially the interior work of th
ties was removed and sold for officers club at Fort
(see continuation sheet)—————————————————
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A log cabin home of pioneer Hardin Thomas and his wife, Mahetabel 
Gerrard Thomas, was erected about 1789 on land inherited by Mrs. Thorn is 
from her father, Elder John Gerrard, ordained first pastor of the Severns 
Valley Baptist Church, constituted June 17, 1781 near Hynes Station, later 
Elizabethtbwn, Kentucky.

Located on an old " shun"ppike, the cabin was crude"ly built of hewn logs 
and consisted of one ..room and a loft as most early log cabins did. The 
logs in the cabin were not fitted together w£ll and some of the notches wer 
so wide that much chinking, of flat field stones, had to be used. The roof 
was of board, shingles, laid on with handmade wooden dowels or pins. 
There was one door and window and a large fireplace of field stone built 
on the east side of the cabin. The first child born in it was Jack Thomas, 
February 7, 1790.. Five more qjii^en we^^orn, to pardm rThomas and 
his wife in rapifi^cc^siopjanti^^ their horn

Sometime during the years from about"l»6t) to 1805 another larger log 
cabin» two rooms downstairs and two rooms upstairs, was erected adjoin 
ing the first^cabtn with only the width of the large chimney of the first 
cabin separating the two structures. At the same'time the loft of the one 
room cabin was raised to make the heighth of both buildings the same. A 
second large chimney made of field stones was added at the far end of the 
second cabin at the eastern end of the building. Handmade nails were useci 
in construction of the second cabin. It has been authentically established 
that Thomas Lincoln, father of Abraham Lincoln, sixteenth President of 
the United States, adid the carpenters and joiners work on the second 
cabin, and the remodeling of the first one.

The City of Elizabethtown purchased the farm which had passed through 
several owners hands, to establish the Freeman Lake Watershed and a 
city park. Permission to restore the Hardin Thomas Family Cemetery, 
only a very short distance from the Hardin Thomas House, was also given 
to the Lincoln Heritage group.

About fifty years ago Mrs.R. W. Gates of Elizabethtown made an exhausti\ 
(see continuation sheet)____________ , ...... : .'"_________



"A History Of Eteabethtown, Kentucky & Its Surroundings" 1889-72, Re 
printed Hardin County Historical Society, 1960. 
"Lincoln Lore," Oct 1969 #1580, 1512 and 1456. 
Letter to Louisville Democrat, July 9, 1865 byMaycraft. 
Records in Hardin County Courthouse re: Thomas Lincoln & Hardin Thoma 
Affidavit of Mabel Stone, great granddaughter of Hardin Thomas. 
Documented study of Old Houses In Hardin County by Mrafo W* Catej3,icca

s.

1925
Correspondence from Alien P. Cubbage-"6rays-cion County attorney, raMtive 
of Hardin ffitanaas
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#7 - DESCRIPTION

1919 where it is still located. Not being able to regain it, it has been 
skillfully copied and will be placed in the larger cabin from which it was 
removed. Most of the interior trim is original and one can readily see 
Thomas Lincoln's skillful craftsmanship.

The Thomas Family Cemetery is located a short distance from the cabin 
where Hardin Thomas, his wife and some of his children are buried.

There are plans for other historic buildings, such as a one room school 
and a blacksmith shop to be restored and moved to the park area in the 
near future and will add to tourist attractions.

The cabin will be furnished relative to the period of the house.
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#8 STATMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE #1

study of the oldest houses in Elizabethtown and Hardin County, driving in ma 
many instances in a horse and buggy to locations in out-of-the way places, 
to see and describe the oldest house still standing in Hardin County. The 
following information is taken from her papers:

"Next comes the house built by Hardin Thomas in 1805 on the 
farm just off the North Dixie Highway now operated by Heady 
Jenkins. The carpenter work was done by Thomas Lincoln and 
this year (1919) the mantel from this house has been installed 
in the library of the Officers Mess at Fort Knox. The father 
of Mrs. Sally Smith (Mrs. J.F. Albert's mother) now more 
than 90 years old, was born there. This is now a frame house, 
log within."

There is documentary proof that Thomas Lincoln followed the carpenter's 
trade in Elizabethtown. This is revealed in the details of the Geoghegan- 
Lincoln suit. Lincoln, not long after his marriage to Nancy Hanks in 1806, 
made a contract to hew enough logs to erect a mill. Lincoln fulfilled his 
part of the contract, but Geoghegan claimed the work wasAdone according to 
specifications, Lincoln brought the suit against Geoghegan in a magistrate's 
court on March 25, 1807. Lincoln won the suit. The judgment was for four 
pounds and six pence plus the cost of the appeal. Another entry in Haycraft' 

would indicate that the father of the President constructed the house 
lived in Elizabethtown:

this time similar buildings were erected by George 
,, Jacob Bruner, Samuel Patton, Mrs. Jane Ewing, Mrs. 
ig, Mrs. Lewellen, Thomas Lincoln (father of the Presi-

James Crutcher, Asa Coombs, Thomas Davis, Henry 
James Love and David Vance."

^_w^ Thomas Lincoln was a skilled cabinet maker, as evidenced by the 
many fine pieces of furniture, corner cupboards, chests, tables and other 
pieces, it is thus established that he was a cabinet-maker, joiner and 
carpenter.
The names of Hardin Thomas and Thomas Lincoln are linked together in 
Hardin County Court documents. One such document is a petition (signed by 
43 people) for a V'rodd from the River Ohio to the Courthouse.. .that the 
road begin a quarter of a mile below the mouth of Flippins Runn....
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Another document is a petition for a road from Elizabethtown, to 
Flippins Run. The route of the proposed road was to run through the 
land of Benjamin Helm, Hardin Thomas, Alexander Ashley.. .etc." 
The above documents are to be found in a bundle marked "Road 
Petitions Before 1805," in the Hardin County Courtn records. Only a 
man of some wealth could have posted bond for public officials in the 
sum of $500.00 as he did.

Besides coir t and family records for Hardin Thomas and Thomas 
Lincoln we have eye witness records of them and other historical char 
acters as set out in the History of Elizabethtown by Samuel Haycraft, 
Jr., written in 1869.


