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Date ca 1901
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NATI ONAL REG STER CRHERI A STATEMENT (i f applicabl e)

The Levi Flagg Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
wor kmanship, feeling andassociation. | tissignificant as a representativeexanple of
early 20th century three-decker construction in the Main South area, a period of building
that coencided v;ith expansion of enpl oyment opportunities both i n the neighborhood andin'
Worcester in general. | tisalso anunusually well-preserved andwell-detailed exanple,
with anatypical configuration of Stick and Queen Anne style details. The Flagg Three-
Decker thus neets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places, on t he
local level.

ARCH TECTURYL. S GNHCANCE  Descri be i nport ant arch|tectural featuresand evaluate i nterns of
other buildings within the corrnunity.

Architecturally, 79 Florence Street possesses an unusual conmbination of Stick and Queen
Anne style details, which survivein remarkably well-preserved form The house has t he
characteristic side-hall plan, although the ihree-bay, asymmetrical facade i s more often
found on three-deckers built a decade earlier. The building is particularly richin
ornanent. | tisclad inwood clapboard and has a hip roof, with paireddecorative
brackets regularly spaced inthe cornice overhang. The nain facade has a full-length.
Stick style porch with turned posts and decorative brackets, and a doubl e-1eaf, panelled
entry door. The house is also unusual for itstwoside-wall bay wndovrs, both of which
extend upward the full three stories. These have bracketed wi ndow overhangs between
stories. Wndows have 1/1 and 2/2 sash, and ar ecapped by bracketed hoods with decorative,
saw-tooth mol ding.

HSITGRCL SGNHCANE Explain the rol e owners played in local or state history ad howthe
building relates to the devel opnent of the conmunity.

Built ca. 1901, 79 Florence Street was part of a pattern of scattered three-decker devel oprent
in the Florence-Maywood Street area i n the early 20th century, as streetcar suburbs
devel oped along the western fringes of the fashionable V/oodl and Street area. The house

was first owned as a rental property by Levi Flagg, a realtor who at the turn of the century
owned 16 ot her buildings inthe city. The Flagg famly owied 69 Florence until 1920, when
the owner was |srael Geengus, another local realtor, who owned over two dozen VJorcester
properties. 1 n1924, the house was owned by Archibal d and Cat herine MLeod, who livedi n
nei ghboring 81 Florence. By 1928, the building was owned and occupied by Wlfred Paradis,
a machinist. The earliest known residents oi the house (1902) included Ezra Bennett,

. awireworker; Henry Robbins, a blacksmth; and Frederick Freshett, a clerk. Residentsi n

¢ 1920included Ell sworth Phillips, a secretary for the Worcester City M ssionary Society;
«Otto Carlson, awireroller; andE mer Ornmsby. |1 n1930, tenants included Mchael Mna, an

* inspector; and Frank Wnters, a wireworker.
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Worcester Directory, Wrcester House Directory, 1900, 1902, 1912, 1920, 1928, 1930.

L.J. Richards, Atlas of the City of Wbrcester, 1911, 1922.
J. Callahan et al., Wrcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981.
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