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Set behind the head house's seven arches (third and fourth stories) i s a concourse,
the major elevation of which (north) i s seven bays Iong and mines t he arrangenent
of the facade with seven blind arches. Flanking thecentral arch are two

one-story entries with cans of acroteria and marine animals. BEnd walls of

the concourse each contain a central blind arch flanked by single windows. Trim

of the arches, windows and doorways i s of cast-stone. Qher surfaces areof buff
brick with bandings of lighter and darker bricks forming panels. The ceiling of

the concoursei s of exposed netal truss.

Set behind the head house arethree steel-truss and concrete sheds, which were
originally separated by light wells and linked by covered wal kways. The inner
wal I's of these sheds have been renoved and t heoriginal |ight wells have been
built over tocrease one large interior space. Original skylights have al so
been renoved.
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The Commonweal th Pier
and materials.

. possesses
Historically,

integrity of location,
thepier buildingi ssignificant

largest pier at thetime of itsconstruction andas thefirst
project carried out i ncoitimerclal devel opment of t he South Boston Flats.
addition, thepier's head house i sone of Boston's ngjor

architecture.

Pl anned as part of avigorous canpaign for theenlargement
Commonweal th Pier wasbuilt for theDirectors of thePort
city appointed authority of itstype i ntheUnited States,
Together with t heneighboring Fish Pier, built
Mar ket, t he Commonweal th Pier brought about
interests andsignalled there-energence of Boston as aninportant
commercial port i nthetwentieth century.

becane t hecenter

Following itsconpletion, theComonwealth Pier

design,

-RELIGION

—SCIENCE

-SCULPTURE
SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
THEATER

X-TRANSPORTATION

X-OTHER (SPECIFYI
maritime history

H.P. Converse and Compawy

setting

as the world's
construction

I n

exanpl es of Beaux Arts

of Boston's port.
of Boston,
established
i n 1914t o house t heBoston Fish
are-juvenatlon of Boston's

the first
in 1911.

maritime

industrial and

of t he Anerican

textile

wool trade, handling theunloading of inported wool for New England's
industry. Thepier also served as a Port of Entry for immgrants tothe United
States; thefirst passenger liners operating from t he Conmonwealth Pier were

owned by t he Hanmbur g- Aeri can Line,
and intermediate European ports.

whi ch brought

During World Vér

by New York's useas anaval station. | twas a Naval

| , thePier Skrved many of themajor shipping lines

i mm grants t oBoston from Gernany

displaced

Supply Station during World

Wars | and!l |, andwas used by theUS Arny t oland displaced persons from 1947-1949.

During theearly 1950's,
Pier
Pier
for large expositions,
only passenger

thePier was used t oservice passenger
busi ness declined as air travel grew andrail

offices andshort-term warehousing,

ship termnal for limted steanship activity.

andcargo ships, but
service dimnished.
today i sowned andoperated byt heMassachusetts Fort Authority andi s used
andserves as Boston's

Comonweal t h

As oneof thetwo major exanples of public Beaux-Arts architecture |l nBoston {the

other being thelLowService Punmping Station i nChestnut Hill), thePier head house
at theupper level presents a monumental facade for foot, carriage, andmotor traffic
to thePier. |tsstrong classical elements arerepresentative of the turn-of-the-

century styles of Boston's public architecture.
transportation centers i nthecity,
and t osone extent thesimilarly nmonunental
Station (1899, partially demolished).

Shepl ey, Rutan and Cool | dgg,

The arcade i sremniscent
nost notably Union Station (1894, denolished 1927)
but nore stylistically restrained South

of other

t he prom nent
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Boston firm which designed these twostations, nay also have been responsible
for thedesign of the Pier head house, although no architect i snamed i ncontenporary
Port Authority docunents.

The pier sheds and head house were constructed by HP. Converse and Conpany under

the supervision of Frank W Hodgdon, City Engineer. The pier conplex was planned
to contain three transportationsystems: rail,marine, and vehicle, i none facility,
a unique and efficient arrangement which resulted i nthePier's pre-emnence as a
passenger and freight terminal. Freight traffic was restricted totheouter shAds,
which, at ground level, were served by railroad tracks. A direct line for freight
delivery was established linking Conmonwealth Pif;r with other termnals throughout
the South Boston area. A viaduct spans thetracks and trucking approaches to the
Pier, connecting at thethird story of thehead house, where baggage and waiting roons
for passengerswere located. From thePier, passengers could be transported across
the viaduct tonearby South Station, or could board trains directly from thelower
level. The Pier's plan nmay have been influenced by thenore elaborate systemof

| evel s and connecting ramps at Gand Central Station i nNew York City.
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
IBIIIII»f | Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State LA,

August 10, 1979

Mr. Ronad Greenberg, Acting Chief

Registration Brancli REGISTEB
Office of Arclieology and Historic Preservation

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

440 G Street KW

V/ashington, D.C. 20243

Dear f-Ir. Greenberg:
Enclosed you will find the following nomination foinis;

Boston Commonwedth Pier Five
Beverly Beverly Depot
Newton Winslow-Haskell Mansion

All of these properties have been voted eligible by the State Réeew Board
and signed by the State Historic Preser\'ation Officer. Please note that tlie
oivners of Commorwedth Pier Five have applied for a grant under the
Mjiritime Preservation G at Program,

Sincerely youi-s,

diristirie Boulding
Survey Dii'ector
Massachusetts Historical Commission

end.
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Couizonwedun Pier Five Boston
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Al'so Notified

Honor abl e Paul G Tsongas

Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy State Historic rreservatlou Officer
Honor abl e John J. Jloakl ey Ma, Patricia L. V'eal owskl
Executive Director
Kassachusetts Hi storical Conanl ssiou
294 Washi ngt on Street

. Bost on, Massachusetts 02108
NR Byers/hjr 10/ 11/ 79

For further information, please call theNational Register at {202)343-6401.
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Boston firm which designed these two stations, nay al so have been responsible
for the design of thePier head house, although noarchitect i snaned i n contenporary



