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State Historical Society of Colorado Library
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f~) Deteriorated D Ruins n

D Moved
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X3 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The House of Lions is a 2\ jstory stone structure (with basement) built in the 
Italian Villa style. The "basic stone wall material is evenly coursed, with 
emphasis on lintels, arches and sills, which are of a different stone from 
the walls. The visual weight of this stone construction is off-set, however, 
by the use of wood decorative elements and by an asymmetrical massing of 
irregular units.

Six windows, including three round-arched windows accented by sandstone 
voussoirs and sills, open from the front facade, in a combination of shapes 
and types repeated in its irregularity throughout the house. Of special note 
is the main ground floor window which features a half-round stained glass 
transom, above a fixed sash. The second ground floor window, almost hidden 
in the shadows of the veranda, is an arched single fixed sash window. Two 
small casement windows open from the gables, and one double hung window is 
placed on the second floor, adjacent to an arched, casement window with a 
decorative, carved mullion. Of additional interest is the carved sandstone 
lintel above the main front entrance.

An^L-shaped veranda extends from the front and north facdes of the house, 
suppbirEedby carved wood posts which form arches at all corners and on eithei 
side of the gabled porch. These posts are set upon a sandstone balustrade, 
although early photographs of the house indicate that the balustrade was 
originally wood and that the veranda has been extended on the front facade to 
a point approximately one foot beyond the roof line. The arched porch is 
surmounted by a triangular,pediment, supported by brackets to either side of 
the arch. Early photographs also indicate that the ̂ irought iron balustrade 
circling the second floor sun deck has Jbeen added since th"e"'"6rrginal 
construction to replace a simple wood balustrade.

Another change from the original appearance of the house, attributed to the 
Browns' residence there, is the addition of the high wall in front of the 
house. Originally, a low, stone retaining wall extended along the frontage 
of the property, broken only by steps which were aligned directly with the 
porch entrance. The addition of the hi$i wall necessitated re-routing of 
the front steps in a broken line behind the wall. It is possible that the 
wall was added to accommodate the granite bas-relief, reproduced from a frieze 
by the Danish sculptor Thorwaldsen, which is set in the wall directly below 
the front entrance. Two carved stone lions flank the stairs to the left of 
the high wall. Two additional lions decorate the porch and a fifth is placed 
on the low retaining wall at the' south edge of the property. The lions were 
added by Mrs. Brown.
Two rectangular stained glass windows, one on the first floor and one on the 
second floor, open off the north facade of the house, in the front section. 
This facade is broken by a five-sided extension featuring 7 double-hung 
windows, a door which opens onto the veranda, and two small triangular windows 
under the eaves of the gable. Five additional windows are placed irregularly 
in the rear section of this facade. A door at the northwest corner opens 
onto the second floor sun deck.
A glassed-in back porch extends from the rear facade on the house, opening 
onto a small patio area between the house and the carriage house. Pour 
windows and one door open from the second floor of the rear facade. A rear 
entrance on the south facade has been enclosed as part of the back porch.

rn 
m

00

n

o
•z.



Form '0-?00a 
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

STATE

Colorado
COUNTY

Denver
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

TTF 972:
umber aii *ntrie*) Description (continued)

The south facade is broken by a bay window extension. The bay is divided into 
three window sections on each floor (including the "basement) and topped by a 
small balcony area under the gable, A casement window opens onto the balcony 
which is rimmed by a wood balustrade. A round-arched window is placed on the 
first floor to the rear of the house, with a double-hung window above OB the 
second floor. A single double-hung window opens near the front of the house, 
from the second floor.

Five outside end, single stack cut stone chimneys mark the irregular roof line; 
two on the south facade and three on the north. The original wood shingle roof 
has been replaced by a more decorative tile roof. Small finials have been added 
to mark the apex of each gable.

The roof shape does not fit into any general classification. The roof ends in 
gable on the rear facade, with centre gables on the north and south facades. 
These side gables intersect the slope of the roof at different heights and 
extend asymmetrically from the main section of the house. The main ridge of th€ 
roof is broken, in the front section of the house, sloping into a small hipped 
section, from which is extended a gable, off-set to the right, near the top of 
the rise. A second, smaller gable extends from the main gable, off-set to the 
right. All five gables are finished with bargeboards, with paneled pediments 
below the two front gables. The centre gable on the north facade is bracketed. 
A shed dormer projects from the roof slope on the north facade, between the 
front chimney and the gable. Projecting eaves are trimmed with plain, boxed 
cornices.
The internal arrangement of the house includes, on the first floors an entry 
hall; two parlors (one may have been used as a library); a sitting room; a 
dining room and a kitchen (divided into two kitchens for apartment use). The 
second floor contains: a sun room (adjacent to the sun deck) and four bedrooms. 
The front section of the third floor originally was used as a ballroom. It has 
now been partitioned into several smaller areas.

The carriage house to the rear of the property is distinguished by a cupola 
which straddles the ridge at the center of the roof. The roof is gabled at the 
west and east sides towards the end, with centre gables on the north and south 
facades. The west facade is cut stone, to match the house, while the three 
remaining walls are brick. The elaborate west facade is accented, on the second 
floor, by 2 gothic-arched windows, 1 gothicrarched door and a small balcony. 
The gable on this facade, unlike the 3 remaining gables, is trimmed by a 
bargeboard and brackets. Carriage entrances are placed on the east and west 
facades. The only other interesting architectural feature is a small, round 
window opening from the south facade just below the apex of the gable.
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HOUSE OF LIONS, historical significance

The House of Lions, or as usually called "The Molly Brown House," is 
an "emotional" landmark of Coloradoans, as well as an historical landmark. 
The house and its onetime residents, Holly and "Johnny"'Brown, 
epitomize so many of the contrasting, colorful, lusty, gaudy, "rags to 
riches" elements in early Colorado history. It also reflects the tastes 
and exciting life style of one of Colorado's most colorful women, "The 
Unsinkable Molly Brown."

In recent years, the story of her life was made into a popular Broadway 
musical and a movie. The musical, entitled "The Unsinkable Molly Brown," 
did capture many of the significant elements that made Molly Brown a 
sentimental favorite to Coloradoans: A young, illiterate girl suddenly 
finding herself one of the richest women in Colorado; her unsuccessful 
attempts to bulldoze her way into Denver society (l>artially by her 
ostentatious residence) but her success in becoming a favorite in _.__ 
society through polishing herself by travel and studying at the cultural 
centers of the world, her many charitable causes and her "never-say-die" 
attitude.

internatio: lal

James J. Brown, better known as "Johnny" was 
representative of the many men who came to Colorado with little or no money 
and little or no prior knowledge of minerals or mining, through industry or 
just plain luck became overnight millionaires. Johnny Brown's success was 
due partially to the above, but the bulk of it was due to the extraordinary 
genius he developed in a short time for finding and evaluating mineral lodes 
This genius not only made his fortune, but added to that of other well known 
figures in Colorado history, including David H. Moffat, John Campion, and 
Bban Smith.

Margaret Tobin (she was often called Maggie as well as Molly) came to 
Leadville, Colorado from Hannibal, Missouri, with her two brothers when she 
was only 15. Within a year, she met and married Johnny Brown, almost twice 
her age. Brown was involved with many mining properties in Leadville, and 
later would become involved in mining enterprises elsewhere in Colorado and 
the West. But his most famous mining discovery was the Little Johnny (or 
sometimes called Jonny) Mine in Leadville.

At Molly's insistence, the couple moved to Denver. They were not the 
original builders of the house at 1340 Pennsylvania St. It is believed
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HOUSE OF LIONS, historical significance (continued)

construction on the house started in 188? by George W. Clayton or Isaac N. 
Large, but was not completed because of financial problems. The Browns 
purchased the house in 1890 and completed construction in circa 1892. It was 
Molly herself who selected the lavish, even ostentatious, furnishings and 
decorations.

She had hoped this would help her win her way into Denver Society. But, 
if anything, it worked in reverse, and the so-called "Sacred Thirty-Six" of 
Denver completely bypassed her.

jSnubbed, Molly began a series of journeys to the cultural capitals of the 
world, primarily New York, Paris and London, to study art, music, design, fashion 
languages, etc. Some early trips she made with her husband, but gradually he 
stayed home more and more to mind his far-flung mining empire, and she went off 
by herself. They were legally separated later.

Molly became a well-known part of International Society. While in Denver, 
a parade of visiting royalty and international figures were made welcome at the 
House of Lions.

In 1912, on one return trip from Europe, she became a heroine of the 
sinking of the Titanic and acquired the nickname "Unsinkable" that colors her 
name today. She took charge of one of the lifeboats full of survivors and 
kept up their courage with her humor, toughness, and by leading them in song. 
In an interview after they were picked up she shrugged it off by saying 
"I'm unsinkable."

Molly was also noted for her many charities, including greatly 
contributing to and leading the relief effort for miners and their families 
after the "Ludlow Massacre" in 191*1-? she was cited for her hospital work for 
entertaining the troops (she was known for her singing and recitations) during 
World War I; she preserved the Denver house of one of the city's best known 
poets, Eugene Field, and turned it over to the cityj she erected the Mark Twain 
Memorial in her hometown of Hannibal, Missouri, and many other causes.

V

so.

Johnny Brown died in 1922 and Molly died in 1932 (at age 63). They were 
buried side by side in their daughter's (Benzinger) family plot in Westbury, 
Long Island.

The House of Lions has had several owners since sold by the family shortly 
after Molly's death. More recent and longtime owners have been the Evon C. 
Snyders and Arthur Leisenring. Currently Historic Denver, Inc., a citizens 
group working to preserve Denver landmarks, is leasing the home, with option 
to buy. They are conducting tours of the house as part of their fund- 
raising efforts to buy the house.
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