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- The main house of the Clover Cliff Ranch is sited on the top:of a long, sloping
incline. It is an irregularly shaped two story stone building that was constructed
in two- phases. The oldest part of the house has become a wing which extends to the
north. The newer part of the house, which was built in 1883, has an east-west A
orientation with the main facade facing south..  The stone work on the 1883 addition

~is squared rock-face with dressed qudins, while that of the original house is squared
rubble. Before the replacement of the south porch the design of the house showed
more of the influence of the Italian Villa style. : : :

The main entrance is centered on the south facade.. A wood door with a leaded
glass window is set in a segmental arched frame with ‘a Teaded glass transom and -
sidelights. The building projects forward to the west of the door. There are two
evenly spaced windows on each story of this projection. Another window has been
placed on the second story over the main doorway, and there are two windows on each
story to the east of the door. The windows have been set in a vermiculated quoined
opening and capped with a carved stone Tintel. These lintels have carved keystones
and corbels. An oval stone plaque inscribed with the name "Clover Cl1iff" and the
date of construction "1883" has been set to the east of the window above the door.
The wood entablature which crowns the building has modillions and intricately
molded brackets. The frieze is a repeating pattern of two raised panels separated
by a modified ballflower set between the ends of the brackets. Originally the
house had a one story wood porch with a flat roof accented by metal cresting that
ran east from the projection across the south facade. This hasibeen replaced by
an elevated one story veranda with a flat roof supported by stone pillars which
extends further to'the south’ than’ the 'original and wraps around the east side of
the building. The wood entablature of the veranda is a close replica, on,a smaller
scale, of the 'building's entablature. “The house has a metal truncated hip roof
with metal cresting around the ridge. Two chimney stacks rise from. the flat ridge
of the roof. =~ " ' 7 B T

There are 'two. windows on each story of the 1883 addition on the east facade.
A narrow, one story stone addition runs the length of the original building that
extends to the north. The original building has a.flat .roof with a narrow stone
band entablature. e :

A one story addition with a pitched roof has been attached to the north facade
of the original building. - A narrow, one story wood frame addition: with a shed
roof has also been built on the west facade of the original house. ‘

There are several small, stone out baiIdings to the north of the main house..
The barn to the south of the house which appears in early photographs no Tonger
remains. ‘ ) . -
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The imposing two-story stohe ranch house southwest of Elmdale was built in
1883 by Jacob Ramer Blackshere.

J.R. Blackshere was born in 1834 in what was then Marion county, Virginia,
but West Virginia after 1863. In 1857 he opened a dry goods store in Mannington,
Virginia. Three years later he came to Chase county, Kansas and preempted andn
purchased 960 acres, made improvements and stocked some cattle. In the spring
of 1861 he returned to Virginia (West Virginia) and evidently remained there
until 1866 when he disposed of h1s business and returned to Chase county.

Blackshere was regarded as a p1oneer and experimenter in agricultural practices.

He was the first to introduce Galloway cattle into that section of the state. He
also introduced grain sorghums into Chase county as a dependable grain crop. In
1875 he purchased one and one-half bushels of alfalfa seed from San Francisco through
the Emporia, Kansas firm of J. M. Griffith and Bro. for $32,25.. Although this marked
the introduction of the crop to phase county, there.had, been,some scattered test

- plots elsewhere in the state. However,#appear to have been shortlived; it
‘was Blackshere's planting that brought about_ the first: continuous.alfalfa growing
in Kansas. At one time Blackshere had 1,200 acres in alfalfa out of his total

© holdings of close to 5,000 acres. He was said to have made a fortune from the sale
‘of alfalfa seed. B1ackshere also recognized the value of the native bluestem
grasses of the Kansas Flint H11]s for the rapid and econom1ca1 fatten1ng of cattle.

The old part of the ranch hpuse was reportedly bu11t in the 1860's. It was
in 1883 that the large front portion was added. Construction evidently began in July,
and a September 6 Cottonwood Falls newspaper reported that ten stone masons were
working on the house and pushing for an ear1y completion.

Blackshere was interested 1n public affairs and was for many years chairman
of the Democratic County Central Committee. He served as county commissioner in
1874 and 1875 but otherwise refused to run for office, preferring to devote his
time to the management of his C1over Cliff Ranch. He was also one of the organizers
and directors of the Chase County Bank at Cottonwood Falls. In 1873, he helped
organize the Agricultural Society of Chase County and was e]ected vice-president.

He died from typhoid fever at his home on November 10, 1894. After his death .
the property stayed in the family for another 17 years; apparently his wife's death
in February , 1911, led to the sale of the property. A son, Earl Blackshere,
managed the ‘ranch from 1894 until its sale December 14, 1911 to H.L. Prather of
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Madison, Kansas. When the Prathers acqu1red the property, they added the 1arge
front porch and. a back porch. Ownership of the property is-now held by the Katheryn
~B. Prather Heirs' Trust.

J.R. Blackshere was a piéneer agricultural innovator; his successful raising
of alfalfa showed the way for a crop that has become a mainstay of the state's
agricultural economy. The Clover Cliff Ranch House is a good examp1e-of the
sophistication of the local stone masons and of a prosperous rancher's house.

It reflects a style of living which played an important part in the development
of the Kansas F11nt Hills.

9.
1
Connelley, William E s ed1tor, A Standard History of Kansas and Kansans (Chicago,
Lewis Publishing Co., 1918) p. 1300

"Death of J R. Blackshere," Chase County Courant (Cottonwood Falls), November 15,
1894. —

Graham, I,D;, "Jacob Ramer Blackshere: A Pioneer in Crop‘Introduction.and Improvement
of Livestock," Thirty-fourth Biennial Report of the Kansas State Board of Agri-
culture (Topeka,.State Printer, 1945), pp. 96-99.

Histbry“gf_the State gﬁ Kansas (Chicago, A.T. Andreas, 1883), p. 1363;

"Jacob Ramer B]ackshere," Chase County Historical Sketches, Vol. 1 (Chase County
Historical Society, 1940), pp. 145- 148, 363, 368.

"01d Houses," Kansas Farmer (Topeka), April 20, 1946.

"Raised First Alfalfa," Topeka State Journal, January 12, 1907. \



