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Town 

(V/inchester, Mass. M.R.A) 

WINCHESTER 

Address 60 Lloyd Street 

Historic Nane Harrison Parker,Sr. House 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
whi te) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of f o m . 

Sketch Map: Draw n p showing proper ty 's locat ion 
in re la t i on to nearest cross s t reets and/or 
geographical_features. Indicate a l l bu i ld ings 

Use: Present dwel l ing 

Original dwell ing 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1843 

Source 

Sty le 

Deeds 

I t a l i a n v i l l a 

Architect unknovm 

Exterior Hall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) porch 

enclosed; upper stage of tower remove^ 
dates unknown. 
Condition Excellent 

From comer of Main & BIystic Valley ?:  
Moved yes Date c i rca 189Q 

Acreage .27 acre oyxooii 

UTM REFERENCE / 1 . Q I L/Q , ^ N "40  

uses QUADRANGLE LBOXIN QfAAJ M/\S^S 

Setting Suburban r e s iden t i a l along 

1920s automobile parkway along 

Aberjona River. 

Recorded by Carol Ely 

SCALE I'lST OVO 
Organization V/inchester H i s t o r i c a l Comr 

N Date 1978; revised by H. V7hite lO/B? 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 7 ^ • ' 

The Ha-^rison Parker House i s a rare example of an I t a l i a n v i l l a m 
Winchester, and i s notable as the residence of Harrison Parker, a 
orosperous l o c a l m i l l ovmer dur ing the mid nineteenth century. rnere-
fore the Harrison Parker House meets C r i t e r i a B and C of the Isational 
Register of H i s to r i c Places. The Harrison Parker House also meets the Criteria 
Exception B of a moved property. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in ^̂ J""̂  °^ 
other buildings within the community. '""^^'^ 

This imposing I t a l i a n v i l l a epitomizes the mid nineteenth century ;•^ 
taste f o r picturesaue suburban houses, appropriate f o r the scenic r u r a l 
landscape. The Parker House i s a two-and-one-half s tory resiaence, based 
on a T-plan, w i t h porches on three elevat ions, and a one-story bay at 
the rear. Th'- hip roof i s of extremely low p i t c h , g i v i n g the appearance 
of being f l a t . The widely overhanging comice i s i s decorated w i t h 
closely spaced brackets. ^ - 0 . 1 . 

The ex te r io r of the Parker House i s clad w i t h clapboards, w i t h a 
s t r i n g course between the f l o o r s . Windows have a s ix -ove r - s ix sash con­
f i g u r a t i o n ; the up-oer s tory windows are round-headed. The a t t i c windows 
are a rectangular," t h r e e - l i g h t type, set in to the a r ch i t r ave . 

The round-headed entrance door has s i d e l i g h t s , and a transom conform­
ing to the contour of the arch. There are corbelled b r i c k chimneys on the 
main block and the service wing. . Continued on cont inuat ion sheet 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played m local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comaunity. 

Harrison Parker (I8I2-I89O) played an important r o l e i n the nineteenth 
century i n d u s t r i a l l i f e of Winchester. ' Parker was ra ised by an imcle who 
was a cabinetmaker i n the town of Reading. During the ea r ly 1830s Parker 
took over the old Jeduthan' Richardson m i l l on V/ashmgton Street ( s i t e of . 

• the present-day Winn-McCord Indus t r ies f a c t o r y , fo rmer ly cal led the vVinn - -
• Watch Hand Company). Parker married a member of the Richardson f a m i l y . : 

In his f a c t o r y / m i l l Parker cut mahogany veneers. His brother, Loa 
Parker, was his par tner . I n 18^1 Parker bought the old Converse m i l l 
s i t e and moved his business there . He u t i l i z e d a new technique of shaving 
rather than sawing the wood veneers, w i t h a machine he developed. 

For years, teams of e ight and ten horses which drew the great logs -
of mahogany and rosewood from the ships at Boston to the Parker m i l l 
were a f a m i l i a r s igh t along the road to V/inchester. 

Eventually the Parker business moved to Charlestown where the owner 
had established large yards f o r the sale of mahogany and other t r o p i c a l 
woods. Parker continued to reside i n V/inchester. 

'BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES . . > ; >j ' • 
Deeds ' 

Maps of V/inchester: 185^$ I889 
Unitarian Society Outlook, I898. 
History of V/inchester, by H. Chapman, 1936, pp.1^0-141. . _ 

8/85 



pa^e tv.'o o f two 

INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETrS HISTORICAL CCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Conmunity: 

V/inchester 

Form No: 

320 

Property Namer^^^^gQ^ Parker Ho 
se 

Indicate each item on inventory form vAiidi is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICAITCE continued, 

There are porches on three elevations, with e i t h e r segmental or round-
arched openings and panelled square posts. The entrance porch has 
been enclosed. On the rear of the house stands a one-story bay with 
rounded comers. The house s i t s on a foundation of random dressed 
fieldstone. The upper stage of the o r i g i n a l tov/er has been removed, 
possibly circa I92O. 

The i n t e r i o r r e f l e c t s Harrison Parker's business i n f i n e woods. 
I t includes a v a r i e t y of elaborate moldings, balusters, and other 
v/ood d e t a i l . 

The f i r s t house on the s i t e of the Parker House, was the Horace Hatch 
House (circa 1835, #332), which was moved to i t s present location at 
26 Grove Street, probably i n 1843 when the land was sold to Harrison 
Parker. Horace Hatch was a well-knovm l o c a l builder, also active i n • 
l o c a l a f f a i r s . 

The Harrison Parker, Sr. House(1843)originally stood on the s i t e of 
the present-day F i r s t Unitarian Church (corner of Main Street and 
Mystic Valley Parkway) on a spot overlooking the owner's m i l l on 
the Aberjona River, near the Converse Bridge. When the Unitarian 
Church was b u i l t ( c i r c a I899, #309» NR-I987) the Harrison Parker 
House was moved to i t s present s i t e at 60 Lloyd Street. 

Staple to Inventgry form at bottom 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Parker, Harrison, Sr., House 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Winchester MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 
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APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
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REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
ju s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary ju s t i f i c a t i o n 

AC COMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 







Please refer to the inap in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000303 


