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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
80 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02116
Town Sherborn

Addr ess 147 st ern Avenue

Hi storic Nane Joseph Cleal e House

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) _
staple to left side of form Use: Present Residence

Photo number Original  Residence

DESCRI PTI ON' :

Date ca. 1820-1825

Source Abner Morse»H story of Sherborn

KETCH MP .
Showproperty's location in relation Style Qeek Revival
to nearest cross streets and/ or
geographi cal features. Indicate Architect MA
all buildings between inventoried
property and nearest intersection. Exterior wall fabric  Capboard

I ndi cate north. o
Qut bui I dings Barn”® Shed attachedt o

See attached map. rear eTl

Myjor alterations (wth dates) None

Mved N Cat e NA
Approx. acreage 2.00 acres
Recorded by Betsy Friedberg Setting The Cleale House i slocated i n
OrgiaizAtion Mass. Historical Conmission a rural area of west Sherborn.

Dat e My 1985

UMreference: 19 301440 4678940
scale 1:25,000 Hoi liston Quadrangle

(Staple additional sheets here)



ARCHTECTURAL SGNIHCANCE  (Describe inportant architectural features ad
evauate in tams of other buildings within the coranunity.)

The Joseph Cleale House is one of Sherborn's most stylish farmhouses, and
exhibits both Federal and Greek Revival elements. The building's main
block, facing west, features symmetrical, recessed entrance porches at the
corners of its western gable end. Although this form is not unique to
Sherborn, and in fact is common in southeastern Massachusetts, the Cleale
House is the oldest house of this type in town. The main block rises 2 1/2
stortes to a steeply pitched gable. The long ell extending directly behind
HISToMjUAMMIIEINTH AMY'KNaMYRINI(1€Mma MW h
history ad how the bmlding relates to the devdopmat of the community.)

This house is located on Western Avenue, a north-south thoroughfare that was
laid out in the early 18th century. Originally known as "the way to the
Sudbury River," it was briefly called "the road to the west" (1822-1825).
Little is known about Joseph Cleale, a farmer, except that he built the house
shortly after he moved from Ipswich to Sherborn in 1816. The house remained
in the Cleale family into the 1930s. Today the two-acre lot is purely
residential; an adjoining field is associated with the neighboring Eleazer
Goulding House, 137 Western Avenue (#164).

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION

The Joseph Cleale House is a well-preserved example of the Greek Revival style
with some fine Gothic Revival elements. In plan, the two-bay house with
recessed entry porches and a long rear ell is typical of southeastern
Massachusetts. The Cleale House retains integrity of location, design, settings,

workmanship, and feeling, and fulfils Criterion C of the National Register-
of Historic Places.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher)

Anne C. Shaugnessy, A Guide to Sherborn and The History”®-of Sherborn, 1974.
Maps of 1857, .1875, 1889.
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Fom No:

MASSAQUETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISSON Sherborn 166
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nanejossph Clede House

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Cont'd)
clapboard, the building hasrecently received a shingle surface treatment.

The most unusual feature of the building is its front andside-wall window
caps, consisting of large Gothicized fans that culminate in pointed arches.
Windows are 12/12.

The hip-roofed rear ell.extending to the east, may be contemporaneous to the
main block. Theell at onetime served as a carriage house but has been
converted to residential use in this century. Projecting from its south
wall is a late 19thcentury porch with turned posts, andabutting the ell's
rear wall is a diminutive, shingle-covered shed, an early 20th century
addition.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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20.

Cl eal e, Joseph, House

Dowse, Rev. Ednund, House
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Expires 10-31-

Fo N'S WM or”™

dateent«red

Mil tiple Resource Area
Themati c G oup

Sherborn Multiple Resource Area
M ddl esex Countv. MASSACHJEETTS

[kIMrt~IsWi ” deeper
Attest
Knter«d i« *1» Meeper

Katioaal ltoclst«r”

Attest
A\ rAM 1 A Keeper
Fl emi ng, Thomas, House Attest
Sait*r 1in tb«  -Meeper
Goul di ng, Eleazer, House Attest
Hol br ook, Charles, House SAMB! | « ‘J*'@per
Attest

Lel and, Deacon, W Iliam,

House

Attest
Lewis, Charles D, House NN eepeEper
Attest
Morse, Daniel, |Il, House mt* Heepea
Attest
Morse-Tay-L eland-Hawes House N JNeeper
Attest
Sanger, Asa, House rKk eeper

Attest

XAAN Ay~ A ASyAYrA

Date/Signature

'ylj-x

UIAIA

IAN £ y--<. A= XA AYAN  AZyin

IILj .-y A YABY FAN A
ZrAAXAWAAAO.A 'AA/\/\
AN i



WASO Form - 177
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Clede. Josgph, House (Sherborn MRA)
Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS

CU resubmission

n nomination by person or local government
e owner objection

*  appeal

Substantive Review: CH sample * request

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership
Public Acquisition

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? CDyes

7. Description

.technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below

Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date: AN'AANA
Date Due: /IvI?2I”rsS- — AAAN(®
Action: ARMSEREPT _ | — J-AAA
Entered la th» RETURN.
REJECT.
Federal Agency:

* appeal CZ NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Status Present Use
Accessible

no

Condition Check one
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered e original site
good CZ ruins CZl altered moved date.
o fair I 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

[ZI summary paragraph
im completeness

o clarity
» alterations/integrity
CD dates

| I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CH summary paragraph

CZ completeness

CZ clarity

[Z] applicable criteria

CZ justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource

CD context

CZ relationship of integrity to significance <
CZjustification of exception

CZ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal btoundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

[Z] Maps
CZ Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 918-450












Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000293



