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REGISTER 

AREA FORM NO, 

Town 

WALTHAM, MA 

Waltham 

MRA 

Address 685 Trapelo Road 

Historic Name 

House 

Wellington-Castner 

Use Present 

O r i g i n a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1902 

p r i v a t e residence  

p r i v a t e residence 

Source E l i z a b e t h Castner W.P.L, 
a r c h i v i s t .  

Style Queen Anne Vernacular 

Architect - unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric  

Outbuildings stable — C 

clapboards 

Major A l t e r a t i o n s ( w i t h dates) Porch 

on west side removed ( l a t e 1920's) 

Condition good 

UTM REFERENCE /^/5/73V^ j^(.^1 DSPs 

USGS QUADRANGLE LBYJ/'JATDAJ 

SCALE 1:2^ nm 

Moved no- Date n/a 

Acreage /0-Cf4. 26,925 sq.ft. \L>-Z-l(o 

S e t t i n g Retains much of i t s pre-

20th century r u r a l charm w/stone 

w a l l , mature t r e e s , a t t r a c t i v e cupol; 

topped st a b l e 

Recorded by Edward W. Gordon 

Organization Waltham H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 
• 

Date June. 1986 

revised by C. Jenkins 3/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f a p p l i c a b l e ) 

The Wellington-Castner House possesses i n t e g r i t y of loca t ion , design, s e t t i ng , 
materials , workmanship, f ee l i ng and association. I t demonstrates the long-term 
presence of the Wellington family i n the Trapelo Raod area, as we l l as the cont in­
uation of a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s in to the 20th century. I t thus meets c r i t e r i a 
A and C of the National Register of His to r i c Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Descr ibe important a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s and 
eva luate i n terms of other b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the community. 

#685 Trapelo i s a restrained example of early 20th century. Queen Anne, 
wood-framed, vernacular a rch i tec ture . I t i s a s t ra igh t - fo rward , s ide -ha l l plan 
house, which r i ses 2 s tor ies from a rubblestone foundation, to a broad, 
gable roo f . I t s f r o n t porch features a slat-work r a i l i n g , with square porch 
posts. I n general, i t s v/indows are simply enframed, wi th 1/1 wood sash. I t s 
edges are accented by narrow cornerboards. I t s a t t i c i s f i n e l y framed i n a 
manner reminiscent of Greek Revival houses. Project ing from the west wal l i s an 
octagonal bay window. S t i l l i n t a c t , abutt ing the northeast corner, i s a 
1-1/2-story clapboard-clad stable which i s enclosed wi th a gable roof . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE E x p l a i n the r o l e owners played i n l o c a l or s t a t e 
h i s t o r y and how the b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s to the development of the community. 

#685 Trapelo Road i s h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t as one of the las t houses 
b u i l t on Trapelo Road pr io r to suburban development. I t was b u i l t c.1902 by 
Charles Lowell Well ington. As early as 1636, Roger V/ellington was granted land 
i n V'atertown i n what i s now the Mount Auburn Cemetery. I n 1659, he bought a 
house and 12 acres of land i n the northern part of the town, now i n Belmont. He 
died i n March 1697-98, age.88 years. His son, Joseph was the only one to 
se t t l e i n the V/est precinct (Waltham). His house was on the south side of 

' Trapelo Road near the northeast corner of land now owned by the Walter E. 
Fernald State School. A Thomas and Rebecca Simmons V/ellington purchased a farm 
at Trapelo Road and Woburn Street i n 1718. Charles Lowell V/ellington v;as the 
l a s t member of the family to hold the whole property. He sold #685 Trapelo Road 
to a Wil l iam Thompson ca. l915. I n 1918, the house was purchased by Ervin 
Castner, who married in to the V/ellington f a m i l y . The main Wellington house was 
the Georgian house at 735 Trapelo Road ( b u i l t ca . l779) . # 685 Trapelo Road 

' : ' remains i n the Castner family to the present day. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Interview wi th Elizabeth Castner, a r c h i v i s t , V/altham Public L i b r a r y . 
Atlases 1911, 1915, 1923 8/85 
Sanderson, Edmund L . - V/altham 1630-1884, 1936 
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Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Waltham MRA 
^ t a t e MiHrllPSPv C n u n t y , MASSArfflTSFTTS 

Nomination/Type of Review ^ Date/Signature 

91. Waltham Gas and Electric Company Keepei 
Generating Plant Entered In the 

Hatlooal Begistar Attest 

92. Waltham High School S"tered ^" ̂ ^^^^^^ J^Keepex/^/lA-^^-^^^^yc-,,-.^ fAA^^ 

Attest 

93. Waltham Water Works Shop .—li.' •-^'i -^A^eepex A ^ / ^ 

Attest 

94. Warren, Nathan, House M a U a t l s a HdVlel C ^ K e e p e r ^ ^ ^ ^ f e ^ S I y ^ , ^ f / ^ D 

Attest 

95. Wellington, Benjamin, House V^eeper /\/^p--t^^ ^J^'^/fj 
ilntered i n the 
Hatlon&l Seglatex Attest 

96. Wellington, William, House ^-A'^eper,^:^^^^--'^^ ^ (^A^A 
Entered i n tbs Y 
National Hagistax Attest 

97. Wellington—Castner House =>y'̂ *'~Keeper 

jitet.i*.:u-J. (̂»'t.->r Attest_ 

98. Wetherbee House Entered in the 

national Segiatar 
/ d e e p e r ^p^A-^^'^^-'^^^Y^--^A"^^^^ 

Attes t 

99. White, Warren, House Entered l a the / - d e e p e r { p j i ^ ' - i ^ - ' - i ^ H c ^ ^ ^ ^ / ^ ^ 

Attest 

100. Whitney—Farrington—Cook House ^^^^MCeeper .^^-J^/:,^^^^-.^^^^^ f y ^ - ^ 

i.' .--L-i Attest_ 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ' 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 1 

1 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Wellington—Castner House 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Waltham MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 8/21/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 9/05/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 9/21/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 10/05/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89001511 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

'•̂ ""̂ CCEPT RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y • 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
ju s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary jus t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 
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WALTHAM, MA MRA 

Wellington-Castner House #166 
685 Trapelo Road 
1" = 100' 
1975; updated to 1987 
Waltham Engineering Dept. 
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1970 At las , Ci ty of Waltham 
Compiled by the Waltham • 
Engineering Divis ion 
Scale: 1 inch = 140 fee t 

Waltham, Massachusetts MRA 
685 Trapelo Road 
Wellington Castner House 
llO-F-6 /^/-f c- JG ^ 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000301 


