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Town North Adans NRA
Address 87 Marshal | Street

Historic Nane Arnold Print Vérk?

Wse:  Present l'ight industry

Original m 11

DESCRI PTI ON' :

Date 1872; 1881-1903

Sour ce | nsurance naps, conpany records
Style Italianate Industrial
Architect IlInknnwn
Exterior wall fabric  brick
Qutbui I dings See appendix A and Bf or

nap and|ist of buildings
Myjor alterations (with dates) See
text

Mowed No Date NA

Approx. acreage 24

Setting This mill complex is located at

thp jiinrtinn nf thP nnrth ~nfi cniith

bracnhes of the Hbosac Rivori-Across the
river tothe north and south are workers'

sheets here) housing.



ARCH TECTURAL. S G\ H GANCE  (Descri be isnportant architectural features and A
eval uate i nterns of other buildings within the ccannunity.)

The Arnold Print IVorks conplex as it stands today contains nost of the original conplex
(begun in 1872) asit evolved during the last quarter of the 19th century, with few

external alterations. By 1900, almost 90% of the extant building had been erected,

and few of these have been |ost over time. The present conpl ex, now part of the Sprague
Electric Gonpany, i s conposed of 26 buildings, only tw of which are of recent construction
(see Kei/), ~Appendix A and Myp, Appendi x B?]. I'n addition, the conplex includes several
coveredbridges and wal kways that date to the first decades of the print work's existence.

HSTGHCAL S OGN H CANCE E)EXFl ainthe role owners played inlocal or state_ (cont i nued)
history. and hov the building relates to the devel opnent of the cannunity.)

The Arnold Print Vdrks were built on the peninsula between" the north and south branches
of the Hbosac Rver near the center of North Adans. The conpany was North Adans'

| argest industry during the city's economc heyday fromthe Civil Ve until the early
20th century. Today it serves as the nmain manufacturing plant for Sprague Electric

Gonpany. ,

The fortunes of the print works and of the city as a v/hoe v,ere increasingly coinci dent
as the firms career proceeded. N other mll reflects nore accurately, 1 nthe timng
and progress of its expansion, the major periods of growh and optimsminthe city's

econony between the Civil V& and the First Wrld Vdr. o : o o

The firmwas first known as Harvey Arnold (o.,organized in 1861 by Harvey and his
brothers, Oiver and John F. Arnold. They were the sons of a local farner uf nodest
neans. Owng to the denand for cotton uniforns during the Civil Vér, the new plant ,
could grow quickly. Early on -the norning of Decenter 27, 1871, however, its 8 buH'Idi ngs
burned to the ground. During that year, depressed cotton prices and high denand f or
print cottoncloth resulted inrecord [evels of profits, speculation, and buildi n?
of new mlls throughout Nw England. The existing conplex was begun imrediately arter
the fire with construction of the present main mill. Building #4.

(conti nued)

B Bl G3RFHY and/ or REFERENCES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)

Beers, F W History of Berkshire County, Miss. Nw York, 1885. bt o
Sanborlgzgl nsurance Gonpany, |nsurance Mips of North Adans. Nw York, 1888, 1908, 1914,
Beer s, E W Gounty Atlas of Berkshire County, Miss. Nw York, 1876. "
MIller, D L, Atlas of the Towns of Adans, North Adans. MNw York, 1894. L

Fowe, H G, North Adans and Vicinity. North Adans, 1898.
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I NVENTARY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Coranunity: Fam No

MSSACH EETTS H STAR CAL AMMSS ON North Acars 295
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property NameArnold Print Waks

M ndicate each itemon inventoiy foimwhich is being continued bel ow

H STAR AL S QN A GANCE, contii nued ( 1)

The conpany' s ownership changed fol lowing the fire, with Harvey's son, . H Arnold,
joining the firmandhis brothers selling out their interests--John Arnold sold his
portion to A C Houghton, who becanethe first nayor of North Adans in 1878. The
new partnership prospered: Dunn Credit Bureau agents called them "shrewd, cal culating,
perservering businessnen,' andtheir print works "the nost successful in the country,”
with profits of $100,000 during 1374,  The two brick buildings and 15 acres of |and
that nade up the print works were then worth $225,000, with nachinery valued at $75, 000.
In addition to the print works, Arnold also owned all or part of seven cotton mlls

in North and South Adans.

Economc panic strucK the nation in 1873.  Depression reached North Adans shortly
after the opening of the Hbosac Tunnel to frle?ht traffic onApjl 5, 1875. By early
1876, as areactionto the panic, Arnold s profits were zero, stock and material on
hand were worth $400,000, andliabilities totaled $360,000. Veges dropped ten per
cent in Mrch. By June, debt was over amlion dollars. Mnufacturer David Brayton
of Fall River supplied funds to ,oayArnoI d's creditors andreopen the mlls. Recovery
vas slow but the increase in volunme of traffic brought by the tunnel reduced the
cost and inconveni ence of shipping raw materials into North Adans.

By 1879, Arnol d was borrowi ng heavily to boost its productive capacity, and addir
yet another mll, the Eclipse MIIl in North Adans, to its holdings. The print w
on Marshal |l Street began to %row during the early 1880s, with eight buildings

packi ng, dyeing, and other functions added by 1890. Busi ness was profitabl e ac
W th sales of $2.5mllion. |Inprovenments during tf'e first half of 1884 cost $2¢
but profits during the next half were four tinmes that figure. |In 1888, sal es we
$4mllion and profits $143,000, nore than any other conpany in North Adans. -«

B/ decade's close, the Naw Engl and cotton industry as awhol e was beginning to suffer
from the conpetition of mlls in the Southern P edmont region, which enjoyed vastl

| oner |abor costs in abusiness that paid out about half its costs inwages, and wnich
used nore efficient techniques andautomatic |oons. The Arnold Print Wrks, however,
managed to keep pace. The conpany bought newnachinery; it followed fashion trends
closely through i1 tsNwYork andParis offices anddiversified its products. Again,
expansion of the print works continued, with at [east seven nore SﬁeCI alized structures
for singeing, shearing, dyeing, anddrying added by the close of the century.

Cotton hadeclipsed boots and shoes as the largest industry in North Adans by the

md 1890s, andthe Arnold Print Vérks were selling their goods at record |evelsof

half amllion dollars annually, but losses in the face of southern conpetition becane

inevitable. In 1908, the co_rmany failed again, with total assets of $I15.7 mllion,

liabilities at $7mllion. e need for cloth during Vorld Ver | ﬁostponed a final

decline, but nassive shutdowns throughout New England--including the Arnold works-

-began  occuring inthe md andlate 1920s. In 1929, Sprague El ectric ‘noved

to North Adans from Quincy, Massachusetts, and began buying Arnold mlls. e print

works noved nuch of its operation to Adans and concentrated on a few particular products

in its Marshall Street plant. Arnold sold tlie conpany to Beacon Realty and Trust

Gnpany in 1942for $1.9 mllion dollards, almost amllion dollars belowits worth

in 1908. The plant was shortly thereafter acquired by Sprague El ectric Gonpany.
Staple to lnventory form at bottom
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I NVENTGRY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Conanunity: Fom No:

MSSAAHEETTS H STAR CAL GOMSSI ON North Adams 21%h
Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property NaneArnold Print Waks

I ndicate each itemoninventory foimvrfiidi is being continued bel ow
ARCHI TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE, continued (1) o .

Mbst of the conplex's structures are exanples of typi cal late 19th century industrial
construction, of brick, with |oad-bearing walls, segnental arches, andcorbelled brickwork,
Additions to the original mll buildings aswell as newer structureswithin the conplex

are conpatible in scale, materials, anddetailing. The conplex includes utilitarian
structures built for afull range of functions associated wth late 19th century printed
cloth production techniques. Dyeing, drying, bleaching, andfinishing all occupied
separate units inthe conplex, asdidfacilities for grindingand mxing colors and
packing, storing, and shipping finished cloth. ,

The conplex i s essentially intw parts: the densely constructed northern section,
buil't along the narrow peninsula bounded by the North and South Branches of thei Heasac
River, consists of along row of buildingswith a series of additions extending south
and eastward andcreating acourtyard near the Marshall Street entrance;, and scattered
freestandi n% structures, nostly small insize, are |ocated south of the Hosac Rver's
South Branch. Three covered-bridge wal kways andthree vehicul ar bridges connect the
two sides of the conplex.

The first, main buildin% i n the conpl ex, now known as Bui | di ng #4, was built al ong
e

the southern shore of the North Branch in 1872.  As originally built, itissimlar
to other contenporary mll buildings, andis four stories in height with a lowpitched
roof andcorbelled brick cornices. Thecorbelling isstill visible at thebuilding's

eastern gable end, which rises a single story above adj oi ning buildi n? #2.  The original
1872 facade of the building's south side overlooks the courtyard, while the northern
facade displays | arge wndows set in recessed bays, alternat"ing with vertical neners
bfe%\/\een each bay. These nenfbers rise from ground to roofline andcreate a pilastered
effect. *
In 1881, the conpany began to extend its facilitieseaSt and west along the river,

These additions were built with |oad-bearing wallsand snall w ndow openings, with

12/12  doubl e-hung sash topped with segnental arches, Building #3 (1891), adj oi ning

the east endof the main mll building, isthree stories in height andfeaturesa
corbelled brkKcornice at its western end, where it rises above the two-story section

of building #2 (1891). Simlar corbelling was used in the |ast phase of expansion,

at the turn of the century. Building#1, at the eastend of the conplex fronting
Marshal | Street, was erected in 1889 as a storehouse ad renodel ed in 1900 for use

as a packing building. [Itsload-bearing walls rise three stories to a high peaked
|E)o_ofkandkcont ain segnmental -arched w ndows. Cornices are again graced by corbelled

ri ckwork.

During the [ast twenty years of the 19th century, the plant al so extended westward

from Bui I ding #4 to the endof the peninsula at the confluence of the hoosac River's
A (conti nued)

Staple tolnventory form at bottom



I NVENTAGRY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET | camauni ty: Foi m Nb:

MSSACHEETTS H STAR CAL CAMSS ON Adans
O fice of the Secretary, Boston North 219%

Property Nane: AW W A AMAA
I ndicate each itemoninventory foimvAich i s being continued bel ow.

ARCH TECTURAL. S QN H CANCE, continued (2)

north and south branches. The facade of the three-story dye house. Building #5 (1882),

Is very simlar to that of its contenporary. Building #2 (east of the nain building),
except for its first story of stone. Thethree-story steambox (Building #5A),is

over one hundred feet inlength andbuilt of brick. Adye house extension was constructed
in 1889-1901 andfilled i n the remaining open space along the riverbank- |t s facade

Is alnost indistinguishable fromthat of the original dyehouse (Building #5, 1882)
adjoining it, except for its flat, rather than peaked, roof.

The Frint work's nmain courtyard, flanking Marshall Street, lies to the east of the
conpl ex. | tincludes buildings simlar to Building #4, with |oad-bearing walls and
decorated cornices. Theprinting building was a two-story structure when i t was built

in 1872; within a fewyears, it had grown to four stories andreceived a small, two-
story addition—acolor shop--stretchingeastward toward the Marshal | Street gate.
Together, these two structures form an L-shaped wing of f the nain huifci ing. Single-

story offices were extended fromthe main building into the courtyardin 1891. The
south side of the courtyardis bounded by a | ong storehouse (Building #12), built

in 1885 and 1889, raised two stories, andrenodel ed in 1900. The storehouse roof

Is steeply pitched, with wndows nore widely spaced than el sewhere in the conplex.
A'so part of the cpurte/ard I'sthe [ate 19t centur?/ clocktower. Amd 20th century
personnel building is also |ocated along the Marshall Street courtyard.

Qut bui I dings on the south side of the South Branch were built inthe early 1880s and
enlarged at the turn of the century. All are essentially utilitarian structures,
with spare lines andlittle ornanentation. They include a bleach, dye, and printing
bui I ding, a nachine shop, andtw storehouses. Several fuel-storagetanks inthe
rs1outhern part of the conplex were built inthe md 20th century, aswas a newboiler
ouse.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



I NVENTCRY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Conmuni ty: Form No:

MSSAHBEETTS H STAR CAL COMISS ON Nort h Adans 219%
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nane:
Arnol d Print Vigrks

I ndi cate each itemoninventory formwhidi is being continued bel ow.
Verbal Boundary Description *

The bounds of the Arnold Print Wrks, approximately 24 acres, incorporatethe remaining
structures inthis industrial conplex. See attached sketch nap and key, Appt;,ndx A

Specifically, the bounds are as fol lows: beginning at the southwest corner of the
intersection of Marshdll Street and the North Branch of the Hbosac River, proceeding
westward along the North Branch's southern shore approxinately 1100 feet to the
confluence of the north and south branches, then turning south, proceeding 26 feet to
the north bank of the South Branch of the Hbosac River; thence proceeding 185 feet

to acovered bridge spanning the South Branch, turning to (.ross the bridge, and travelling
aﬁprom mately 215feet to the main line of the Boston & MaingRailroad, Fitchbuig Division;
thence turning to follow a six-foot-tall iron fence southeasterly along the railroad
tracks and thence northeasterly along arailroad siding approximately 350feet; thence
turning south at Building #16 to proceed 80 feet along its west wall, thence travelling
underneath the Route 2 overpass to its southern side, turning east, and travelling

aproxi mtely 400 feet under Foute 2, crossing the South Branch of the Hbosac River, to
Marshal | Street, thence turni n% at aright angle and followi ng the curbline northto

the Hosac River's North Branch. ' V e

Criteria for Evaluation ;N

The Arnold Print Wrks retains integrity of l[ocation, design, setting, materials,
wor kmanshi p, feeling, and associationwth North Adas' |ate 19th century industrial
heyday, being the city's domnant nanufactory during this period. O)nr)rlsed of a
largely intact conplex of late 19th century industrial buidlings, Arnold Print Vérks
thus fulfils Criteria Aand Cof the National Register of Historic P aces.

Staple t olnventory form at bottom



I NVENTCRY FORM QONTI NUATI ON SHEET
MASSACHUEETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSON

Office of the Secretary, Bogon

Gommuni ty:

For mN\b:

North Adens NRA 219%

Property Nane Arnold Print Vdrks

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued beow.

APPENDIX A

Key, Arnold Print Workb (extant structures only)

Original functions

Bui | di ng
Nunfoer

Bui | di ng Nane/ Functi on

Packi ng Bui | di ng

Packing and Engi neering

Offices

Mai n Buil ding, Seamng and
Fi ni shing

Dre Huse and Dy Huse

Steambox _ W?:

Dye House Ext ensi ons

Dye/ B each House

Padding Building , ,, >
Boi | er House b

Printing Building

Col or Shop Ny

St or ehouse

Singeing and Shearing House
Storehouse #1

Gey Goth Storage Building
Machi ne Shop

Bl acksm th

Rag Dry house ", e
Indigo Dye House e . N

Bl acksmth

Peri oxi de Room
New Boi | er House
Personnel Bui | di ng
d ock Tower

Cat e

1899
1881
1891
1872

1882

ca. 1882
1899

1881
1881 'V
1872

1872

1881

1881/ 1900
1902

1899

1899

1881

1899 -,
1899

1882

1919

1899

ca. 1890
1948/ NC
1951/ NC
1872

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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WASO Form « 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMINT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" Jura 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OFHISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Arnold Print Works (North Adams MRA)

Bershire County Substanti :
antive Review
MASSACHXJSETT .
c S Worlcing No. 2 ]%

Fed. Reg. Date
Date Due: )0
Action: j-ifACCEPT

e resubmission .RETURN.

¢ nomination by person or local government .REJECT.

CZl owner objection Federal Agency:

O appeal \ A\

Substantive Review: 00 sample e request O appeal ¢ NR decision

Reviewer's comments:
Recom./Criteria<hc&T Cl2.nf:iUcM
Reviewer ~ / U - P9)04run

EL)PpOmé&)- KX) (1,5301" (5 SlIvfel/d ??)L DisrinlinB Attt 00J: 0 p \ nrfir
. .. . ee tinuation sheet
IWir f>NujK Antu)s ir Hrr @Ot
Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Slitut Present Use

Public Acquitltion Acontible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent n deteriorated unaltered original site
im good d] ruins altered moved date.

e fair EH unexposed

[>escribe the present and original (if itnown) physical appearance

e summary paragraph

e completeness .

e clarity . ", -
« alterations/integrity

I | dates

¢ boundary selection S . H#



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significanca-Checit and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (/n ompar~grap/?*

e summary paragraph

e completeness

e clarity ,
« applicable criteria

« justification of areas checked

« relating significanceto the resource

e context \%
« relationship of integrity to significance

« justification of exception '

e other

9. Major Bibliographical Reference!
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name I I

UTM References .

Verbal boundary description and justification

L] Voo o T

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the stats is:

national state local T
State Historic Preservation Officer signature  "J ~ nNT
title date
13. Other
* Maps
* Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

Comments for any itam may be continued on an attached sheet
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