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The Wnthrop Building islocated on an irregular tract of |and
bounded by Véshi ngt on, er, Devonshire Streets andva)rlng Lane. The
narrow building s resulted fromthe wdening of er ad Véshi ngton
Streets. It is 9 stories high, but due to the slope of the site domn
towards Devonshire Street, that end has a subbasenent (now used as a
subnay entrance). The Devonshire ed is one bay wde, the opposite
Vishington Street end has tw bays, ad the longitudinal curved Veter
Street facade has nine bags, The Spring Lane facade has 11 bays ad is
not dressed. The yellowbrick ax terra cotta building is organizedin
four prlnar¥.sect|on.s: ground and display |evel, executive offices,
miltiple office section, ad attic.

_ The ground level is conprised of steel piers wth large glazed bays

in between. The visual effect of a non-1oad bearing nasonry wall system ol
has been dimnished by the addition of recent store fronts (begunin
1938). The Vdter Street entrance, located toward the Véishington Street
end, isof anonunetal neo-classical design inspired by Beaux Arts m
tradition; the cool light-colored stone contrasts to the rich yellow and

browm of the superstructure. The supportln(t;]. piers are panelled ad have

el aborate, inventive fluted capitals supporting a continuous entablature

whi ch consists of a flat netal architrave and a shallowterra cotta

classical cornice. '

~ The 2 floor executive office level nakes an abrupt transition:
brick courses alternate wth narrowy spaced terra cotta courses ina n
scrol| pattern. This horizontal design i s broken by pairs of wndovs in
plain terra cotta surrounds that formbays. In the superstructure all
wndows are uniformy sized ad doubl e hung.

- Asecond terra cotta cornice begins the four-story office section,
whi ch continues the paired wndowbay system Hwever, here, to enphasi ze
verticality, the full length of the bayS are enclosed in plain, rectilinear
terra cotta surrounds. thin the surrounds indicating floor separations
and wndowdivisions are terra cotta panel s which have restrained noul di ngs
and roundels on the Viter Street facade ad elaborate Beaux Arts sveg
and foliate designs in hlﬁh relief on the end The exception are the
lateral wndowpairs on the Viter Street facade; alon? wth plain brick-
work at the corners, these unconnected bays create a frane for the
central w ndowbays.

~The attic is separated by a narrow stringcourse of neo-classical
design interra cotta. The wndows, aligned wth the bays beneath, are
separate (repeating the |ower corner arrangenents) axd have terra cotta
surrounds. A duplicate of the irranediately | ower stringcourse begins the
corni ce, which, er, isentirely of copper. Wdely spaced brackets
wth alternative rosettes supPort the extrene projection of the cornice,
vhi ch enphasi zes the flat roof.
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The Wnthrop Building was designed in 1834 by the firm of Bl ackall
and Newon, wo also were architects for several ton theaters existing
today (Colonial and Wlbur) and the Trenont Tenple. Builders were the

romnent Boston firm of y and Leighton. It was thefirst struc-
ure in Boston in which the skeleton systemof steej, construction was
used, and vas conpl etely fireproof wnen built. .

Noti ceabl e departures fromthe type of building which had been the
rototype in Boston for such along tine include the followng. First,
he burlding isessentially asteel structure which consists of a steel

frane wth brick and terracotta asafilling or skin. Second, the
supporting colunms are nade of four pieces of steel, the cross section
of one of wvhichislike theletter %Jall riveted toa center place.
These col unms extend through the wal[s and are joined rigidly B/ beans
in each story, and are also connected by horizontal trusses on the
floors and vertical trusses inthepartitions, Theresult of this e
construction isthat the wole structure isrigid and firm against wnd
pressure, live or dead |oads, or jars fromadjoining sites. Third, the
Interior partitions all consist of alight franework of steel channels,
over which is stretched a network of expanded netal Iathgrr]g. The frane-
work i s then plastered heavily on each side wth cenent dy nortar,
formng a solid partition 1 I/2 inches thick. The extrene narrowness of
the burlding on the Devonshire Street end and the |ight ness of the first
and second storieswere unavoi dable in planning a building of this
description on sosmall a |ot.

The nene of the buildi n? changed in 1899 t o acknow edge the |ocation
of Governor John Wnthrop's Tast dwelling erected in 1644 on Véshi ngton
Street, fornerly Cornhill Street. To the rear, a ong %Jrln Lane, was
the ancient Geat Spring, anatural spring which attracted Wnthrop's
colony tothe Boston peninsula. A pl %%ue conmenarating this spring was
erected by the Bostonian Society in 1907 on the Wnthrop Building,  /
although 1t is mow mssing. A .-
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