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1. Name of Property
historic name  Rev. Samuel Gay House

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 10 Williamsville Road N/A not for publication
city or town  Hubbardston _ _ N/A vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA countv Worcester code 027 zip code 01452

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this,)” nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
;&meets ¢ does not meet t|jfi National Register Criteria. 1 recommend that this property be considered significant

¢ nationally « statewide OJocally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

"nature of certifying officiaimie  Judith"B” McDonough, Executive Director 3ate
issachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Office

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets ¢ does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State Of Federal agency and bureau

4. National Parl< Service Certification
I, hereby certify that this property is: Date of Action
entered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Rev. Samuel Gav House
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

X private

_ public-local

_ public-State
_ public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

X building(s)
_ district

__ site

_ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling
RELIGION: parsonage

AGRICULTURAL: agricultural fields

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal

Narrative Description

Worcester, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
2 1
1

Number of contributing resources

in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling
AGRICULTURE: agricultural fields.

agricultural outbuilding

IVlaterials

(Enter categories from Instructions)

foundation BRICK

walls

roof

other

WOOD: weatherboard
shingle

ASPHALT

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

buildings
sites
structures
_ objects

Total
previously listed
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "Xx" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

X B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Worcester, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

ETHNIC HERITAGE EUROPEAN: FINNISH
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

RELIGION

Period of Significance
1817-1947

Significant Dates
1817-1848 Occupancy by Rev. Gay
1939-1967 Occupancy by Laitinen's

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Rev. Samuel Gay
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

unknown

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency

_ Federal agency

_ Local government

_ University

__ Other
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Historical Commission



Rev. Samuel Gay House Worcester County. Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 7.02 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 18 745340 4707050
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting NOﬂhing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/titte Susan McDaniel Ceccacci. Preservation Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, MHC. National Register Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date October 1997
street & number 220 Morrissev Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA .Zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs ofthe property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Michael and Susan Rayne
street & number 10 Williamsville Road telephone 978-928-5570
city or town Hubbardston state MA zip code 01452

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request Is required to obtain a
t)enefit In accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service. P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papero/ork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington. DC 20503.
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Federd style Rev. Samud Gay House is Stuated on 7.02 acres on Williamsville Road in
Hubbardston, arura town in Worceser County, Massachuseits. The main facade of this two-story,
single-pile, five-bay, center-entry, center-hal dwelling faces southward toward the road. Shesthedin
clapboard and wood shingle, the houseis of timberframe construction and rests on a brick foundation
(Photos #1,2, 3). It has ahiproof and paired brick chimneys. L-shgped inplan, it hes a hip-roofed,
two-story rear ell extending from the eestem end of the north facade of the main body of the house. A
sscondary entrance occupies an off-center position in the five-bay eestern facade of thisell. Attached to
the north end of the ell isan ell addition — aone-and-a-haf-sory workroom/shed section with a geble
roof Along the north dde of the single-pile, main body of the house is aone-gtory, shed-roofed addition
with an enclosad porch on its north Sde. Both of these dructures are later additions, possbly dating
from the mid-19th century. The house isin good condition and hes undergone few significant alterations
over time.

Setting

With saverd mature maple trees ganding tall dong the road in front of it, the house dts on agentle rise
on the north sde of theroad. 1nkeeping with its period of congtruction, there are no plantings around the
foundations. Fields, fenced pagtures, and wooded aress surround it & the Sdesand behind. Also in
kegping with the rural setting isasmal farm pond to the eest of the house, which is screened from view
on the south by large willow trees. Two 20™ century woodframe outbuildings sand northeest of the
house (Plan # 1). Both are woodframe, shed-roofed barns. The early 20th century hay barn, a former
chicken housg, istwo gories high. The 1988 galbarn (Photo # 4) isasingle story.

Specific Features

When viewed from the front of the house, mgor chimneys reed as a pair of interior rear-wall chimneys
(see Photo # 1). Inredlity, however, they havetwo sgparate positions. The western chimney isan
interior rear-wall chimney located in the main body of the house The eastern chimney is more massve
and is poditioned dlightly northward of thefirst, inthe integral reer ell (see Photo #2). Two smdler
chimneys are located in the workroom section of the one-and-a-haf-gory addition to the ell.

Windows on the main two-story portion of the building are trimmed with window cgpsand have 6/6
sah. Windowsin the workroom/shed section have plank frames and 6/6 sash. Sscond story windows
are placed dose under the eaves as was common during the Georgian and Federd periods.

The daborateness of architecturd trim found on the L-sheped two-story portion of the housereflectsthe
important socia position held by the original owner of the house. The most daborate and imposing

(continued)
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ornamentd feature isthe formal entry on the main facade. Also more daborate than usud for ordinary
farmhouses of the period, both in Hubbardston and in centra Massachusetts in generd, are the eave
moulding and window trim.

Main Entrance Doorframe

The doorframe of the main entrance (Photo # 1) isof dim. Federd style proportions and low inrelief
Both the doorframe and fanlight gpopeer to be original and undtered. It isdso likely that the six-pand
door itself isoriginal.

The doorframe condgts of atall, pilaster/architrave/cornice outer frame around an inner moulded frame.
A pair of tapered, fluted Doric pilasters support an architrave and frieze sgparated by afilet moulding.
Hared, funnd-shaped dentilstrim the tip of thefrieze, just bdow the projecting cornice cgp. Delicate
incised ornamentation in arepested scalop pattern is ssen on the inner frame around the door. Incised
vertical lines, ingpired by Classical triglyphs, decorate the lower (architrave) portion of the doorcap.
Repeated incised vertical lines, recalling the tooling of gone, and asmple incised central floret trim the
corona of the projecting cgp of the doorframe. Above the sx-panel door and endosed within the
doorframeisaround-arched fanlight with tracery of narrow wood muntinsin aFederd style "spiderweb”
motif

Eave and Window Trim

Projecting eaves extend around the entire two-story portion of the building (Photo # 1). They are
trimmed with moulded comice and with heavy bed and fasciamoulding. Window cgpsfor the sscond
gory windows are expressed as projecting sections of the bed and fascia eave moulding. Lower
windows are framed with projecting plank surrounds crowned with narrow projecting moulded cornice
caps. Upraised drips dong the inner edge of thewindow frames & both levels of the two-story section
gopear to have bean added later to accommodate window sash that were thicker than the original .

Significant Alterations

The Rev. Samud Gay House isawe l-preserved example of itstype and style, and hes undergone only a
few notable exterior changes The mog significant change gppearsto have bean the dlteration of the
doorframe of the entry onthe eest 9de of theell. The presant doorframeis Smplewith a moulded frame
and acornice cap. Anundated photograph shows that this is not the original desgn and that it oncewas
taller and more highly ornamented, apparently with afull Federd style entablaiure above. The
photograph is not clear enough to tell whether there weas atransom above the door or precisaly what the
ornamenta features were (lllustration # 1).

(continued)
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The same photograph shows that the eestern roofline of the one-and-a-half-story el addition extended

out much further than it doesnow. It created aporchlike protection, but without porch pods, all aong
the length of the eastern facade of the el addition. Thisfeature, which has snce been removed
(Photograph # 2), gppears to have bean intended to offer protection over the entrancesto the shed and
over what gppears to have been an entry vestibule (no longer existing) in the eest wall of the ell addition.

Barns and outbuildings original to the house do not survive on the property. The exigence of a former
bam a the northeest corner of the ell addition (sse Plan # 1), possbly dating from the mid or late 19th
century, is shown on the 1898 atlas mgp. Although the one existing historic photograph of the house
does show the barn, it islargely obscured by trees (Illustration # 1). However, it ssems to have beenan
American barn with its entrance on the gabled main facade facing the road. Having been converted toa
chicken house during the mid 20th century and having later fallen into unsafe condition, the barn wes
removed in 1988.

A small gable-roofed, one-story building, possibly dating from the mid-19th century, once stood just
south of the present stallbarn (sse Plan # 1). This building, which was in adeteriorated date & thetime
of itsdemolition in 1988, had served as a Finnish ssunaduring the mid 20* century.

Existing outbuildings include two small shed-roofed, woodframe bams oriented with their main facades
facing south (see Plan # 1 for location). Both are extremely plain and have few aesthetic aspirations.
The older and larger of thetwo isatwo-story, rectangular sructure sheathed inwood shingle. Nine bays
wide acrossthe main facade, it was built inthe early 20M century as achicken house and is now usd as
ahay barn. Most of the once numerous window openings on both the ground and second story levels of
the main building have been boarded over to adapt the goeceto use as ahay barn. The newer one-gtory
gtal barn was built in 1988. Itis 10 bayswide, hes wide door openings with diding doors a the north
end of ether sde, and is covered with vertical boards

Interior

The greatest amount of interior omament is concentrated in the two front rooms on the ground floor.
Although some interior ateration hes occurred, random wide board floors atached with wrought nails
and Federd period trim are still largely in place throughout the house. The greatest interior dteration
hes occurred inwhat must have been the north end of the parlor, the original kitchen, the present kitchen,
and upgairs in the northwest comer of the ell where a bathroom hes bean added. Mogt other rooms are
generdly well presarved.

An ample central hall greetsthose who enter through the main entrance on the south facede.
A wide gaircase risesfrom itswest sde (Photo # 5). Although moulding trimsthe Sde of the Stairway,
the railing is pareinitstrestment. The balusters and newd pogt are of dim proportions, souare in

(continued)
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section, and entirely unadorned. The handrail iscylindrical. Thisextreme simplicity istypical for the
period in Centra M assachusstts towns.

Although the hall iswide enough to alow for a passageway, its back wall isblind and hes no doorway.
It ssamslikely that a pesssgeway did exist here originally but was blocked off when adosat was added
for the parlor inthe mid 19th century.

To the left of the entry hall, on the west, iswhat may have been Rev. Gay's dudy. Referenceis made to
the exigence of agtudy in the inventory mede a the time of Gay's degth. At that time, the study
contained, among other things, books, a secretary, and awriting desk. Also listed inthe study were abed
and bedding, indicating that it doubled as a bedroom.

To the right of the entry hall, on the eest, iswhat mus have bean the parlor. Although the parlor is
dightly more eaborate, both the sudy and the parlor are trimmed in the Federd style. Of note in these
two rooms are wide moulded window frames with decorative moulded besss and fireplace surrounds
composed of pilagters, architrave, and a moulded mantel shelf (sse Photos#6, 7, 8, 9).

Of interest in the northernmaost sscond floor bedroom isa painted wall decoration that was recently
uncovered during awallpapering project. It isnot presently visible, snce fresh wallpaper hes been
ingaled over it. Found undernesth later layers of old walpaper was adecoration of brushy white polka
dots, about three and ahalf inches in diameter, painted on a medium blue ground. The date of this
treetment is not presently known. Its unpretentious character suggests an early-to-mid-19th century date.
Not the earliest paint layer found in this room, this motif was painted over an earlier layer of solid,
medium terracotta pink. Further paint and wallpaper sudy will be necessary to understand the
decorative chronology of this room. To date, this isthe only early interior decorating schemethat hes
been identified in the housa.

Archaeologica Description

While no prehistoric stes are currently recorded on the nominated property or in the generd area (within
one mile), Stesmay be present. Locationa characterigtics of the property (dope, soil drainege, distance
to wetlands) are not particularly favorable for mog types of prehistoric dtes The Gay House is located
over 1,000 feet from major wetland resources however, asmal farm pond located eedt of the house may
indicate the location of aspring that was enlarged to form the farm pond. This factor, combined with the
knowledge that the Williamsville Roed was aNative American trail route, can indicate ahigh potential
for prehigtoric dtesinthisarea

There isdso a high potentia for the recovery of historic archaeologica resources on the Gay House
property. Structura remains may survive on the property from buildingsdescribed on two lots
purchased by Rev. Gay in 1812. The Gay House was congructed on one of those lots in 1817.
Structural remains can dso survive from historic outbuildings, including bams, which do not survive

(continued)
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intact on the property. Extant noncontributing outbuildings on the property all dateto 20th-century
condruction. At leest one bam is known to have exiged in the late 19th-century a the northeest corner
oftheell addition. That barn wes later achicken coop, then removed in 1988. Anearlier barn may have
dso exised. A sscond outbuilding is dso reported south of the present stall barn. Thisbuilding
functioned as a Finnish Saunaiin the mid 20th-century and was aso demolished in 1988. Occupeationd -
rdated features (trash pits, privies, wells) dso likely survive on the property dating to the 1817
congtruction of the house and possibly earlier if assodaed with the sructures that may have been present
when Rev. Gay purchased the property.

(end)

8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Rev. Samud Gay House possessssintegrity of location, design, setting, materids, workmanship,
feeling, and association and medts National Regider CriteriaA, B, and C a the locd level. Under
Criterion A itis significant for itsrole in the devdopment of the town during its period of growth and
prosperity in the early yearsof the 19th century. Also under Criterion A itissignificant in
Hubbardston's ethnic history for itsassociation with the town's Finnish community during its mid-20th
century ownership by Otto and Lyyii Laitinen.

Under both Criteria A and B the property is significant for its association with Rev. Samud Gay, a
controversd figure in the 1827 Cavinist-Unitarian split of the established church in Hubbardston.
Under Criterion Citis significant as awell pressrved example of Fedard style architecture with a finely
detailed entranceway. The house and the early 20th century hay bam (aformer chicken house) are
congdered contributing dements. The 1988 gtdlbarn is consdered non-contributing.

Biographv of Samud Gay

This house was built for Rev. Samud Gay (1784-1848), who was born in Dedham, Massachusdtts, in
1784, and graduated from Harvard College in 1805. He married Elizabeth Chickering of Dedham in
1812, about two years after he had taken his post in Hubbardston as minister of the First Church.
Together the couple had eight children, only three of whom lived to adulthood. Portraits of the Rev. ad
Mrs. Gay were painted in 1815 by Ethen Allen Greernwood, a Hubbardston native then workingin

Bogton (= Illustration # 2 for the portrait of Rev. Gay). These portraits, and one by an unidentified
artist of their daughter Rebecca are owned by the Hubbardston Public Library. Gay built his house on
Williamsville Road in 1817 about the time of the birth of their third child. He continued to live there
until his degth a the age of 64 in 1848. Family members owned the housefor severd yearsfollowing his
degth.

(continued)
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Congtruction of the House

It isclear that when Rev. Gay acogpted his pogt in Hubbardston, he was thinking of building ahouse In
his letter of acceptance, he mentioned that the sdlary he hed bean offered was sufficient Snce it included
the provision of firewood and of "lumber, should it be my lot to build intown." The fact that he

purchesad property intown that very sameyear, 1812, further supports the idea that he intended to build
ahouse

The lot upon which the present house wes built ssams to be one of two lots bought by Rev. Gay from
Luther Goodnow of Hubbardgon in 1812. Containing 23 acresand 44 rods, it was described as a"tract
of land in Hubbardston nearly one half mile northwest of the meeting house with buildings thereon”. It
is not known what buildings sood on the property a that time or what happened to them. According to
the records of the Hubbardston Historical Society, Samud Gay buih the present house in 1817. No other
information regarding its construction hes yet bean found.

The Early Development of Hubbardson

Theterritory that is now included in the town of Hubbardston was originally part of the Nagquag
Purchase, which was bought from five Native American owners in 1636 and was first surveyed in 1715.
Containing 93,160 acres, it included nat only Hubbardston, but o the present towns of Rutland,
Oakham, and Barre, and portions of the towns of Paxton and Princeton. What is now Hubbardston was
known as the Northeest Quarter. 1t ood vecant and unclaimed until the 1730's. 1n 1738, in order to
divide this section among the Naguag proprietors, the Northeest Quarter was surveyed and laid out s
sixty-eight house lots of 100 acres eech and 33 great farms of 500 acres eech. Lotsweareimmediately
subdivided, ultimately causng the sattlement to become much more densethan had originally been
planned.

Thefirst settler inthe Northeast Quarter arrived in 1737, but active settlement was dow to begin. Itwas
not until the 1760s before any consderable number arrived to settle on their dlaims here. Hubbardston
wes incorporated as atown in 1767. A school wes built in the areaof the present Common in 1770. In
1773 the frame of the present First Church was erected.

The Samud Gav House in the Context of Hubbardston Settlement Petterns

The Samud Gay House occupies part of a 100 acre parcd that was designated as Lot 2 on the 1738
aurvey and assigned to Henry Franklyn. Lot 2 was Stuated just north and west of Lot 30, which hed
bean st adde in 1738 for the school and meeting house Because of itsvicinity to Lot 30, portions of
Lot 2 ultimately became part of the town center.

(continued)
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With the establishment of Hubbardson as atown in 1767, a north-south county road to Rutland wes laid
out along part of the route of an old Nativetrail that ran from near Asnacomet Pond to the Burnshirt
River. From northto south, the county road followed aong the present course of Old Templeton Road,
Williamsville Road, Main Street, and Worcester Road. Part of both the Nativetrail and the subsequent
Williamsville Road is one of the oldest and mogt longstanding routes of travel in Hubbardston.

After the Revolutionary War, during the properous Federd period, settlement patterns in Hubbardston
began to change from mostly dispersed farmsto include a more dense clustering a the center village.
During the 1790s, Hubbardston was the fastest growing town in Worceser County. New houses began
to be built closer together in the vicinity of the meeting house and common. Although still st some
disance gpart, the greastest concentration occurred along Worcester Roed and Main Street. When the
Rev. Samud Gay House was built on Williamsville Road in 1817, it good & the far northern end of the
town center clugter.

Rev. Samud Gay and the First Church in Hubbardston

Rev. Samud Gay, becamethe third minister of the First Church of Hubbardson on October 17, 1810.
Organized in 1770, the First Church was the town's established church.

From the 17th century until 1833, established Congregationd societies had legal sanction to function as
part of municipal governments in Massachusetts communities. The founding fathers hed consdered the
intertwining of church and secular government as essentid  to community morality and to the regulation
of society. During this period in Massachusetts, municipal fundswere ussd to build asingle
medtinghouse for church services and town meetings

Municipal taxes supported both the secular and the rdligious life of the community. Not only were they
usd for regular town expenses, such as schools, but they also maintained the Congregationd Society, its
minister, and the meeting house.

Rev. Gay's acogptance of the ministerial poshion in Hubbardson came during atime that wasfraught
with potential religiousdiscord. Hisarrival intown coincided with aperiod of doctrinal resssessmant in
Congregationd societies throughout the region. The so-cdled "Second Grest Awakening” in New
England religious life hed taken place around 1800. A renewed interest inreligion & that time was
followed by continuous revivasthrough the early 1830s During this period, old factional differences
within Congregationadism were reignited. "Calvinist" and "Unitarian" distinctions began to grow srong
within individual parishes. Asaresult, communities throughout the region were being sheken by dissent.

To oversimplify the controversy, Calvinists or Orthodox Congregationdists clung to the traditional
doctrine of predegtination and required a" conversion™ experience for full church membership.
"Liberals" or Unitarians claimed that through salf dedication and good works individuals could improve

(continued)
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their own destinies. They believed that a specific "converson” experience was not essentid to a good
Chrigtian life and that there should be no distinction within acongregation between communicant and
non-communicant membears. Another dement of the distinction between Unitarians and Orthodox
Congregationaists was often social. Unitarianism typically drew from the more wedthy and more
educated inacommunity. It isundear whether thiswes afactor in the controversy in Hubbardston.

The period during which Rev. Gay was serving in Hubbardston was a contentious one in Massachusetts
religious history. Whatever his beliefs might have been when he began his ministry there, he could not
have hdped being influenced by the rdligioustrends and widespread discussion of religious doctrine that
prevailed during the early years of hiscareer.

In the early 19th century, the growing strong division between Calvinists and Unitarians was manifested

in the edtablishment of sgparate indtitutionsfor the training of the clergy. The Orthodox Theological
Seminary was established in Andover, Massachusatts in 1808 and the Unitarian-oriented Harvard

Divinity School was formed in Cambridge, Massachusetts between 1811 and 1819. Beginning about

1815 and continuing for years afterward, an enthusiagtic barrage of rdigious tracts flew back and forth —
for and againg Unitarianism.

By 1815, many of the oldest Congregational societies in New England were becoming Unitarian, leaving
members who were not in agreement to establish new congregations of their own. The trend toward
Unitarianism was particularly strong in Bagon and dong the New England coast. Of Boston's fourteen
Congregationa churches, only two had not become Unitarian by 1815. During this same time, socid
diversity and the strong goped of evangedlica religious groups such as Baptigs and Methodidts were
growing in the commonwedth. Asaresult, communities all over Massachuseits were beginning to
question the legd right of an established Congregationd society to sarve as the sole rdligious body in
individua towns. Disputes were becoming more and more common over whether atown hed the right to
collect taxesfrom all of its citizens for the support of asngle religiousdenomination.

Rev. Gay's ministry in Hubbardston was often sormy. The initia voteto cal him to his pogst was split.
Some believed he was too liberal in his doctrina views. In the yearsthat followed, the Hubbardston
congregation often remained divided on the course of its actions. Gay's own persond  demeanor may
aso have contributed to the lack of accord within the parish. He hes been described as "a Man of
uncompromising principles...fearless in the utterance of what he believed to beright...fearlessin
rebuking wrong." Itisaso sad that he "sometimes gave offence by the plainness of his gpeech.”

Thefirst invitation to dissention within the congregation came inregard to apolitical matter, rather than
ardigiousone Rev. Gay's outgpoken opposdtion to the War of 1812 offended many. Thiswas true
despite the fact that opposition to the war was particularly strong in Massachusetts and in New England
in generd. Inthe region and in Hubbardson as well, regponsewas wesk to cdls for volunteers to the
amy and for funds to sudan the effort. In Hubbardston, when only half of the quota could be enticed to

(continued)
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volunteer, the remainder was raised by the draft. According to J M. Stowe's 1881 History of
Hubbardston: "The sentiment of this town wes very equdly divided on this subject [of the war], and
political excitement probably never ran higher inall its hitory, than a thisperiod.”

Soon twenty-seven familieswithdrew from the First Church in opposition to Gay's lobbying againg the
war from the pulpit. They joined aBaptist congregation in the Coldbrook community. Severd of these
dissentersthen refused to pay taxesto the town for the support of the esteblished church. After the
disoute had passad and the town had agreed to abatetheir ministeria taxesfor the years 1813 and 1814,
some of the dissenters returned to the congregation.

Sevad years later, religious bdiefsreplaced politics as the causefor dispute within the First Church. As
philosophical dissent grew in Congregational societies dsawhere, 20 itdid dso in Hubbardston. During
the early 1820s, some meambers of the congregation complained about the doctrina leanings of the
minister. 1t was said that his Sated beliefs were not the same as they hed bean when he was first hired.
He was thought by someto have bean too liberd at that time. Libera leanings were not out of keeping
with Gay'straining & Harvard, which, even before the establishment of the Harvard Divinity School,
was strongly Unitarianinitsviews. Y et, now hisviewswere criticized for their Calvinistic, rather than
Unitarian or liberal, leanings.

Current research has not documented exactly what Rev. Gay's views were a various points during his
caeer. Itisdso presently uncdear what were the views of the two sgparate factions in his Hubbardston
congregation, ether in 1810 when he garted out, or inthe 1820swhen this controversy arose.

By 1825, more than thirty-eight families hed become membearsof the "First Restoration Society.” This
society was gpparently organized to express lack of support for Rev. Gay and to avoid paying the town
ministerial tax that provided his sdary. At town mesting in 1826 adirect vote was teken to dismisshim
but failed to receive amagjority. At town meeting the following year, the opposition to Gay had increased
and was able to garner asmall majority. Yet, it was not great enough to dismiss him. At a subssquent
meeting, the margin of opposition was greater, 106 to 65, but still not grest enough.

In April of the ssameyesar, before another meeting could be held, the supporters of Rev. Gay organized
the First Calvinistic Society of Hubbardston.  Eighty-eight personsjoined immediately and filed their
certificates of membership with the town clerk. When ancther town meeting vote was taken on May 7,
1827, the vote to dismiss Gay was 114 for and noneagaing. A meeting was held on September 3 &
which itwas resolved to divide the First church into two sgparate congregations, with the Rev. Mr. Gay
as the minigter of the saceding Calvinistic society and with the Firgt Church remaining the town church.
According to records, 94 went with the newly formed society and thirty remained with the First Church.

Following the split, the First church dedared itself Unitarian. The conssquences of the split did not die
quickly. Until well into the 20th century, citizens of Hubbardston were strongly distinguished by their
church membership, whether they were Unitarians or Congregationdists.

(continued)
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Rev. Gay and Hubbardston's Calvinistic Society

On October 31,1827, the Calvinistic Society duly established itself as achurch with Rev. Gay as its
minister. The following day, on November 1, 1827, it dedicated a new meeting houseforitsuse That
building, enlarged and turned in the 1840s and again remodded in the 18605 still dands & the
intersection of Gardner and Williamsville roads, only ashort digance eest of Rev. Gay's farmon
Williamsville Road.

With the edablishment of asscond religious society with its own meeting house, the controversy was not
yet over. Resolutions that accompanied the establishment of the new religious society hed dated that the
congregation was the same as that which had been assodiated with the town and that the minister wasto
hold the ssmerdationship to it that he had held before. The nameof the society was never officially
changed and the Rev. Mr. Gay was never formally reinstalled. For thisresson, aquedion aros= asto
whether Gay was acting legally in his position as pagtor.  An atempt was medeto have him indicted for
performing marriages againg the law. This cage was dismissed by the Grand Jury after review of the
documents regarding the establishment of the new society.

Rev. Gay's term as minister of the Calvinistic Society gppearsto have been largdly tranquil and
prosperous for the next ten to twelve years. He was successful in building up the sze of the

congregation of the new society. Over aten year period, he brought about 200 new members into the
congregation. Then, according to Stowe's History of Hubbardston, Gay "was guilty of growing old, and
much dissatisfaction begen to be manifested, and efforts were medeto have him dismissed.” After he
was dismissed from his post on December 1, 1841, he retired to his farm on Williamsville Road where he
lived until he died in 1848.

It is presumed that Mrs. Gay continued to live in the house a 10 Williamsville Roed for severd years
after her husband's desth. 1n 1849 the property was sold to Jonathan Whitney, the husband of her
daughter, Rebecca It ssarslikely that Mrs. Gay and her daughter and son-in-law lived here together
during Whitney's ownership.

The housewas sold out of the Gay family in 1855, when it was purchased by Hollis Pond (b.1 812).
Pond, who had married Betsy Goodspead in 1836, moved herewith afamily of sx children. They
continued to own the property until about 1885. From about 1839 to 1893, it was owned by Loring B.
Chgpman (1839-1923), who wife was Fhodbe Ann Leach (d.1892). The owner in 1896 was Hannah S
Frog Rice (d. 1915), the wife of Frands Rice (1824-1912) (married 1873). From 1901 to 1929 the
property was owned by Herbert W. Pond (1851-1930), who was adigant cousn of Hollis Pond. Hewas
married to Rhoda Wheder (d.1919). the daughter of Herbert and Rhoda Pond. Laura Pond Dobie
Cushman was the owner from 1933 to 1939. Her first husband was John Dobie, J., who died in 1917.

At the time of the transfer of the property to Whitney in 1849, the acreegewas given as 20 acres. By that
date, the southern boundary was defined by the road. A portion of the origina parcd purchased by Rev.

(continued)
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Gay, which included land on the south sde of the road, was no longer included with the house. A review
of deads, through as recently as 1901, indicates that the property was not further subdivided during the
19th century. In the 1980s the 16 acresthat still accompanied the housewas broken up into smaller
parcels. Today only 7.02 acresof the original lot is still assodiated with the house

10 Williamsville Road and the Finns in Hubbardston

From 1939 to 1967 the property was owned by Otto Laitinen (1896-?) and hiswife Lyyli (Mansikka)
(1899-1976), Finnish immigrants who operated aliquor gore inafront room of the house. Also, during
their ownership, alargely Finnish group organized the Asnacomet Credit Union & ameeting held here.
It charter was drawn up in March of 1955 and Otto Laitinen was named Vice President.

The credit union was the town's first financia ingtitution and aso was a late expression of the
cooperative movement among Hubbardston's Finnish resdents, who hed earlier formed a successful
Farmers Cooperative. The credit unioninitially consisting of ten members with only $100 in assgts
The first office was located in the Farmers Coop Hall on Main Street (no longer standing). For some
time it was kept in afront room of this house and later in the Public Library building a 7 Main Stre<t.
Still in operation today, the Asnacomet Credit Union occupies asmall building a 34 Main Street, builtin
1971.

Finns were Hubbardston's second but most important immigrant group. The first immigrants to arrive
here in any number were the Irish. Seventeen Irish immigrant families settled in town during the 1850s
and by 1900 that group made up five percent of the population. Around 1900 Finns dso began to arrive.
By 1950 about one quarter of the population of Hubbardston was Finnish.

Many Finns bought farms that were being sold by old Hubbardston families as the younger generations
abandoned farming for life incities or to work infactories. Most of Hubbardston's Finns came here
from industrial centers, such as nearby Worcester and Gardner, where they were working. When they
had saved enough money, they bought the farmsthey hed dreamed of owning.

Thetown's first Finnish immigrant was, Asa L oukoo, who arrived in 1894. Severd others came about
1898, modtly settling inthe Pitcherville section of town. The Pitcherville group, known as the" Church
Finns', was very conservative. They esablished a closeknit community and a Finnish church.

Finns arrived here only gradually through the end of World War |. Then, from 1918 to 1930, their
numbers increased. More and more Finns left their homdand to avoid the political strife crested by
drong anti-Communist sentiment engendered by the Russian Revolution in 1917. About 70 percent of
the town's Finns came a thistime. About 45 percent came from Worcester and 35 percent from
Gardner. The remaining 20 percent came directly from Finland or from other placesin this country. The
magjority of the town's Finnish immigrantsfrom this period settled in scattered locations around town,
wherever they found farmsto buy. The Laitinensbdong to this group. Asthe Finnish Church bound the

(continued)
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"Church Finns' of Pitcherville together, the Farmers Cooperative edablished by Finns in 1927, served
to maintain ethnic unity among this more widely dispersed group.

The Federd Style in Hubbardston

Hubbardston's earliest buildings are mostly of the Federa style. Except for the 1773 frameof the First
Church on Main Stredt, the earliest surviving buildings in the town center date from about 1795 through
about 1830, the period during which the Federd stylewas popular in New England towns. Becausethe
town csesed to grow after about 1850, Hubbardston still hes astrong early-mid 19th century flavor to it.
The buildings that line Main Strest and intersecting sredts in the center are mostly Federd or Greek
Revivd ingtyle. The Rev. Samud Gay House beongs to this group.

Comparison of the Gay House and Other Federd Housess in the Center

The Rev. Samud Gay Houss, built in 1817, isamong the most degant and best preserved of the Federd
style buildings in the town center. Two other houses in the center are comparable to itin design. Al
three represent the overall smplicity of detail and low-relief effect that is characteristic of vernacular
expresson of the Federd period housesof their Sze and type in Central Massachusetts

Abijah Clark House

The Gay Housg, initstwo-story,five-bay,center-entry, single-pile form, L-shaped plan, hip roof, ad
paired chimneys, issmilar inoveral gopearanceto the Abijah Clark House, 3 Main Strest (MHC # 27),
built in 1820. The Clark House hes abroeder pilaster/architrave/cornice doorframe with swagged frieze,
dddlights, and no fanlight, yet, it issimilar to the Gay House initsdim proportionsand in the low-relief
trestment of its ornamenta features. Also similar isthe concentration of the major ornamenta features
& the main entrance.

Jacob Waite Inn

Thecirca 1803 Fedard style Jacob Waite Inn, 2 Worcester Road (MHC #46), isd<0 of thetwo-story,
five-bay, center-entry, hip-roofed typewith paired chimneys. Like the Gay Housg, the Waite Inn has
two major entrances ~ afront entrance and adde entrance. Y et, it ismore imposing and more highly
ornamented than ether the Gay House of the Clark House.  Its double-pile, hip roofed form, and heavy,
paired, interior chimneys creste a much more massve gopearance. Itsfront door frame, trimmed with
urn motifs and around-arched fanlight, was originally much more daborate than it istoday. Extensvely
dtered, it now hes aplain pilaster/architrave/cornice frame with no fanlight. The round-arched doorway
a the dde entrance has adim frame and degant floral svagsinitsfanlight. Unlike the Gay Housg, it
hes a Pdladian window with Federd trim above the entrance on each of itstwo main facades. Eaves are
more highly ornamented than either the Gay or Clark houses — trimmed with repested Federd style

(continued)
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funnel motifs. Thissamefunnel motif is ussd much more sparingly on the Gay House, where it gopears
just below the projecting cornice cap of the doorframe a the main entrance.

It is not known whether any of the similarities found among thesethree houses are due to asingle
builder. At the present time, little isknown about individual Hubbardston builders of the period.

Among severd other excdlent and well preserved examples of the Federd style in Hubbardston, two are
worthy of mention in comparison with the Rev. Gay House. They are the 1802 Josgph Wright House,
Old Westmingter Road (MHC # 102-103), located on arura roed outdde the town center, and the c.
1800 William Marean House, 11 High Strest (MHC # 20), in the center. Both ae more highly
ornamented than the Rev. Gay House, the Clark House, or the WaiteInn. Their ornament is aso more
imposing and more sculpturesque ~ more strongly influenced by the earlier Georgian style.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattarns of prehistoric settlement and subggencein the town of Hubbardston are poorly
documented, any surviving dtes could be significant. Prehistoric Stesinthis areacan provide
information on Native American settlement and subsgence within interior portions of Connecticut River
tributary drainage basnsand the overal Connecticut River drainage. The location of the nominated
property dong aNative American trail and the potentia presence of aspring or water hole can indicate
resources assodated with habitation-type Stes or pecid purposetype Stesreated to sopover gations or
dtes aong thistransportation corridor. Prehigoric Stesin this areacan contribute important information
indicating the relationship or hierarchy of stesin the areaand the role they played with other specidized
dtesor larger Stes, possibly core aress, dong the Chicopee and Connecticut Rivers.

Historic archaeologica resources described ebove havethe potential to document the layout and socidl,
cultural, and economic characteridtics that typified afarm whose inhabitants played amajor rolein the
development of atown during its period of growth and prosperity in the early 19th century. Further
documentary reseerch combined with archaeologica survey and testing can documernt the layout and
construction dates of buildings and feetures on the property as built and modified after 1817.
Archaeologica study can dso document landuse patterns and possible sructures that may predatethe
purchase of the land by Rev Gay. The location and andysis of outbuilding Stes can document the extent
to which agricultural activities were pursued a the farm or supplemented the religiousduties of Rev.
Gay during the first half of the 19th century. The sameandys's can dso determine the nature and extent
to which agricultural pursuits changed upon the degth of Rev. Gay and the occupation of the house by his
successors  The andlys's of occupationa-reated features can o play an important role in these sudies
by providing detailed information on the lives of inhabitants a the house and agricultural activitiesa the
farm. The above andyss can contribute information relating to the conditions of life for the Gay family
and the extent to which they reflected the philosophies of Rev. Gay's religiouslife. These beliefs, which
may be reflected in material goods and practices, may d0 survivewith archaeologica survivas of
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agricultural prectices on the property. Archaeological survey and testing can dso help clarify or fill ggos
in the documentary record by establishing the presence or aosence of earlier sructures on the property
and as aresult, can clarify which lot purchesad by Rev. Gay eventudly became the dte of the existing

house.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verba Boundary Description

The Rev. Samud Gay House is included on Hubbardson Assessor'sMap 5-C (see copy atached). The
house and outbuildings are located on Lot 12, which contains 7.02 acres.

Boundary Judtification

The boundary includes lot 5-C/12, which formsa portion of the original approximately 23 acre parcd
bought by Rev. Samud Gay in 1812. Lot 5-C/12 retains its associaion with the house and outbuildings
and contains fields, apond, fruit trees, and wooded aress that contributeto the still rurd setting of the
property.

Lot 5-C/126, awooded three-acre tract that is located a the northwest corner of Lot 5-C/12, isdso
owned as port of this property today. It hes not been included within the boundary for this nomination
because it gopears not to have been part of the original 1ot owned by Rev. Gay.

(end)
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