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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

At the present time, the standing remains of this flourishing mining 
town consist of five buildings: The general merchandise store, assay 
office, mail station, Stratford Hotel, and Grant House Dining Room and 
Saloon. However, dozens of foundation outlines dot the brush covered 
hills and level land surrounding these standing buildings, and many have 
been identified through research. The complex of remaining structures 
is situated on either side of what used to be Avon Avenue, and is to the 
northeast of the old stage road. Some sort of town planning must have 
been practiced as the street alignments are fairly straight and struc­ 
tures were positioned with regularity.

The consistency of construction in Shakespeare gives the site added 
architectural importance, since nearly all the buildings are of the same 
style and period. While there are traces of the territorial!or Greek 
revival influence in the existing buildings, the far stronger influence 
is simple Mexican village style, perhaps because of Shakespeare's geo­ 
graphic location and early history. One peculiarity in the use of adobe 

/is the occasional puddled adobe wall, a rarity for this period. Another 
architectural rarity is the yucca stalk latias used in the ceiling of the 
old mail station. This typically Mexican technique is extremely unusual 
in New Mexico, and this example may even be unique.

The old Shakespeare cemetery contains the remains of many of the
early miners, settlers, and desperados, 
part of the historic district.

As sue is an integral

oo

rn 
rn

•z.
CO

H 

73

C

n

o



PERIOD ("Check One or More as Appropriate)

Pre-Columbian | | 16th Century | | 

15th Century Q 17th Century Q

18th Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(s) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal

Prehistoric | |

Historic Q

Agriculture | |

Art D

Commerce | |

Communications | |

Conservation | |

Education I I

Engineering | |

Industry | |

Invention | | 

Landscape

Architecture | |

Literature | |

Military Q

Music D

PoliticoJ . 

Religion/Phi­ 

losophy 

Science

ED 

D
n

> Urban Ptdnning LT] 

Other (Specify) IX]

Architecture 
Mining______

Sculpture | | 

Social/Human­ 

itarian || 

Theater 

Transport!

U

a:

LU
UJ

GO

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Ev<

During the great days of minin 
the most popular of the Hidalgo Coun 
However, many years before ore'was di 
the excellent spring there, and later 
take on water. The first settlers who 
attracted by the good water, named the

New Mexico, 
akespeare. 
camped at 

stopped to 
who were also 

prings. A detach­
ment of confederate troops from Texas was quartered here briefly in 1861. 
These soldiers fortified an existing house which later became the Strat­ 
ford Hotel. In 1865, John Evenson, hired as a station master by the 
Kearns and Mitchell stage line, arrived in Mexican Spring to find the 
"Fort", as well as some commissary buildings left from the activities of 
an older stage company. Shortly after Evenson began his long years of 
residency the settlement's name was changed to grant.

Then, in 1869, a man named McPherson is reputed to have found masses 
of almost pure silver in the area. The tale of this discovery published 
in an Arizona newspaper seems to have been effective, since by April 1870, 
a new townsite had been laid out and was filling up with so many people 
that a violence committee was formed to keep order. The Virginia mining 
district looked extremely promising, and the burro mines were the ob­ 
jects of great interest. By the end of 1870, the town had another name, 
Ralston, after the president of the Bank of California, a backer of the 
largest mining enterprise in the vicinity. Since troubles with the 
Apaches were few at the time and since the diggings had a promising 
reputation, people continued to flock to the town. Finally, Ralston 
became too popular and troubles began to develop. Harpening, Arnold and 
Company, a major mining and land outfit, became involved in a dispute 
with its competitors over titles to the town lots. The company hired gun­ 
men, while independent miners hurried with their own claims to the pro­ 
bate judge in Pinos Altos, the nearest legal authority in the territory.

In 1871, the Harpening group further disgraced itself and the town 
by its involvement in the Diamond Swindle. After having salted some 
diamonds on nearby Mt. Aera, it began trumping up a diamond boom. It is 
believed that this fraud was perpetrated to drum up additional capital 
which the rather poor success in silver extraction had failed to produce. 
The hoax was soon discovered, and the town's population began leaving in 
discouraged droves. By 1874, the town was nearly deserted.
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8. Continued
In 1879, Col. William Boyl^, a new developer, arrived. Determined to 

make an honest go of the minesV he changed the town's name to Shakespeare 
to help erase the memory of Ralston's reputation. A gold and silver mining 
and milling company opened, and a new wave of enthusiasm spread over the 
area. A sudden outbreak of Apache hostilities was countered by the hastily 
organized Shakespeare Brigade, who were able to restore peace by 1881, al­ 
lowing the mines to operate at full production. For several years the town 
of Shakespeare enjoyed widespread fame, but when the Southern Pacific Rail­ 
road built its line through Lordsburg to the north, the mining center's 
prominence was diminished considerably. Tj^ Post Office in Shakespeare was 
closed in 1885, and the depression of 189£ finally closed the mines and 
killed the town that had once been the most active in the region.

It must be admitted that much of this activity was in areas other than 
ore production, but it did manage to put the town in a class by itself. 
From the bitter days of Ralston's deception and confusion to Col. Boyle's 
determination to deal honorably in the town he called Shakespeare, and from 
the early population's greed, disappointment and disgust, to the later 
stability and hope, the town had just about run the gamut of mining camp 
behavior. Shakespeare never managed to acquire a church or school, and its 
projected newspaper failed to publish a single edition, but these deficits 
were offset by the general tenor of its life.

An indication of the town's unique niche in the history of mining is 
toe claim that, while ore was indeed taken out of the mines, Shakespeare 
and its surrounding mining district probably saw more mining companies, per 
ton of ore actually produced, than any other piece of ground in the world.
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