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CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check  One) TO THE PUBLIC
. District Building H Public Public Acquisition: 1 | Occupied \' Yes:
B  Site Structure Private I 1 In Process Unoccupied Kr~Restricted
Object Both [ | Being Considered Preservation work W
in progress M. Unrestricted
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) * No
I | Agricultural I I Government a Park il Transportation 1 1Comments
I I Commercial I 1 Industrial I | Private Residence H Other (Specify)
[ | Educational Military I | Religious -COXLSBXM3-imi
Museum 11 Scientific recreational

| | Entertainment ('

U. OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNER'S N AME
BepartmP>t nf Natural Resources, Commonweal th of Massachusetts
PR

AND

ipn Canmbridge Street

STREET

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
no.stQa.. . Massachusetts 025
5. LOCATtON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION see continuation Sheet
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: Id con
Department of Natural Resources © (o
STREET AND NUMBER:
100 Canbridge Street Ma
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE g
02b

Boston Massachusetts

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Inventory of Historic Assets, Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Local

DATE OF SURVEY: 1971 Federal 3  Stote < County .
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

STREET AND NUMBER:

State House
CITY OR TOWN:

CODE

025

STATE:

Boston Massachusetts



7.

DESCRIPTION
(Check One)
Excellent Q Good Q Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION (Check One) (Check One)

7 Altered . Unaltered [7] Moved [3 Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
e Tlje proposed section of theMhawk Trail i slocated i nthe Mhawk
Trail State Forest i nthetowns of Charlenmont, Savoy and Florida, Massachu-
setts. Itis3.75mles long and runs i nan eafet/west direction alongthe
north bank of theCold River. The easterntermnus of thetrail i sat the coh

fluence of theCold and Deerfield Rivers. The western termnus n at the
confluence of theCold River and Manning Brook. An area 2500 feet wide on ea
side of thetrail i sincluded as thetrail boundaries.

Except for thestate highway (Route 2) which runs along t hesouth
bank of theCold River i naneast/west direction until it crosses theriver
and turns north, thearea i s wholly forested with a variety of northern
hardjwoods and with sore hem ock;, pine and spruce. Man-nade intrusions are
mnimal andrestrict® to, fire, roads, canp grounds, roadside picnic grounds
and , smal | maintenance, buildings.

The hilly, forested environs have changed |ittle since thetime of th
Indian and white settlementswhich were |imted toa hardy fewwho attenpted
farmng thedifficult soil. Towards theend of thenineteenth century, activ® M

farmng stopped and thearea returned toits natural state. The Conmonweal th
of Massachusetts began t opurchase thearea i nthe 1920's for conservation

purposes. During the1930's. Civilian Conservation Corps canps were set up z

in thearea and nade several inprovenents such as service raads, foot trails

and recreational facilities. Today, thearea is maintained by the Department

of Natural Resources for recreationail and conservation purposes. D
Cc
n
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E SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I | Pre-Columbian | . 16fh Century B 18th Centuldy H 20th Century
15th Century (E 17th Century H Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNI FIC ANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal 1 1 Education . Political 11 Urban Planning
1 | Prehistoric I | Engineering . Religion/Phi- ° Other (Specify)
Historic I | Industry losophy
I | Invention I | Science
(1 Architecture I 1 Landscape I | Sculpture
Art Architecture I | Social/Human-
1 | Commerce [ 1 Literature itarian
[ I Communications [3 Military . Theater
ri‘onservation . Music {Xj Transportation

STAT EMENT OF SIGNI FICANC E

The Mhaws Trail was an I ndian pathway which |ed from the' Hudson
and Mbhawk River Valleys i nNew York bo t heDeerfield and Connecti cut
River Valleys i nMassachusetts. Nared after the Mohawk | ndian Nation,
the trail followedtheHoosic River into Massachusetts, turned east,
crossed t he Hoosac Muntain Range and descended into theDeerfield and
Connecticut River Valieys. The Mhawks, before t hepermanent incursions of
the white settlers, journeyed over thetrail tofish during the spring
sal mon runs up t he Connectcut and Deerfield Rivers and t ohunt the Insh
valleys. They also used thetrail tomake raids on their enemes. | nl667
the Mhawks descended on t he Pecuntucks and decimated this central Massa-
chusetts nation. During King Philip's War, Philip, theleader of the
VWanpanoags, traveled along thetrail toSchaghticoke, near present-day
Troy, New York, i nan unsuccessful attempt toenlist theMhaws in his war
against theNew England settlers.

During thestruggle between England and France for control of North
Anerica, thetrail was one of thepr)»ncipal routes of theFrench and I ndians
in their expeditions against theEnglish settlements i nwestern Mssachusetts.
During t heAmerican Revolution, Colonel Benedict Arnold rode along part of
the trail towards Fort Ticonderoga with his letter*of command fromt he
Massachusetts Committee of Safety.

In thenineteenth century, thearea of t heMhawk Trail in Massachu
setts developed into a farmng community. Farmng declinedi nthelatter
part of thecentury and theland returned t onature. 1 n1920, the Gonmon-

wealth of Massachusetts purchased over 5000 acres for a state forest. Dur
ing theDepression, theCivilia*n Conservation Corps nade substantial im
provements i nthe area.

Al though thetrail i sno longer extant, itscourse along the shores
of theCold River i spreserved today i nitsnatural setting.



\f. MNJARBt BLI ORAPH CAL REFEREINCES

Col den, Cadwal | ader. The H sfaoyy 6ft heFive Indian Nations Depending on the

Province of NewYork. NewYork:
York edition of 1727).

1866 (reprinted fromBradford' s New

Brodhead, John Romeyn, Esquire. Documents Relative totheColonial History
of NewYork procured i nHolland, England andFrance, edited by E B.
O Cal l aghan, MD London Docunents: Vol . 1-vii, 1614-1692.
Shel don, George. "the Pecunmtuck Confederacy." Papers andProceedings of the
Connecticut Valley Historical Society, Vol. || ,1882-1903 (June 16, 189Q
Vaughan, Alden T. NeweEngland Frontier, Puritan andlndians, 1620-1675

Boston.; T.ittIPf Brown anélvff(’)\rrpany, ~1965-.

W- GECEAPH CAL DATA

LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY
CORNER LATITUDE LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

w42 38 59 72 59 08
NE 42 38 59 72 55 17
£ 42 37 31 72 55 17
v 42, 21, 3. - 03-

LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OFA PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
0 L]

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: C.2275

ILIST ALL STATES ANDC COUNTIES FORPROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE ORCOUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE
Massachusetts 025
STATE:
Massachusetts 025

FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

COUNT Y

Franklin Oi |
COUNTY:

Berkshire 003
COUNTY :

Polly Ann Matherly. Historian (phone:  617-727-8470)

ORG ANI ZATl ON
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
STREET AND NUMBER:
40 Beacon Street
CITY ORTOWN;
Beston
%X STATE LIAISON OFFtCER CeftTIFICAIION

As the designated State Liaison Officer forthe Na-
tional Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (PublicL aw
89-665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion
in the National Register and certify that ithas been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nominationis:
National - State B Local .

Name
MNFS XD DAVAREN
Meretary of Conmmoneal t h,
Title Chai r man,

Mass. Historical Conm ssion

Bat e

DATE

Cctober 5, 1972

STATE
Massachusetts 025
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

| hereby certify that this property isincluded inthe
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology andHistoric Preservation

Date

ATTEST

Keeper of The National Regis

e 1 ol

GP O 90t .08 7

70
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NAME
aOMMON: Mohawk Trai l

AND/OR HISTORIC:

LOCATION

STREET ANDNUM BER:

CITY OR TOWN:

rharifAmn” (granklin Cn.) Savoy, Florida (Berkshire Co.)

STATE:
Massachusetts 025 Berkshire, Franklin 003, Ol

MAP REFERENCe
SOURCE:

USGS Rowe, Mass. —Ver nont
SCALE: 1:24,000
1960
REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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