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CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

. . D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g 

B Site • S t ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

H P u b l i c 

• P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P rocess 

[ I B e i n g Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

1 I Occup ied 

U noccup ied 

• P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

\ Y e s : 

K r ~ R e s t r i c t e d 

w 
M . Un res t r i c t ed 

• No PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I I Commerc ia l 

[ I Educa t i ona l 

I I En te r ta inment 

I I Government 

I I I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

I I Museum 

a Park 

I I P r i v a t e Res idence 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

1 I S c i e n t i f i c 

i I Transportation 

H Other (Specify) 

-COXLSBXM3±-imi 

r e c r e a t i o n a l 

1 1 Comments 

U. OWNER OF PROPERTY 

tl03 

O W N E R ' S N A M E 

Be partm 
Y l U M B E l 

p>nt nf Natural Resources, Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
S T R E E T A N D T I U M B E R : 

ipn Cambridge Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

^o . s tQa . ._ , „_ 

S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 025 
5. LOCATtON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION see c o n t i n u a t i o n Shee t 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Department of Natural Resources 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

100 Cambridge Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
C O D E 

02b 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Inventory of Historic Assets, Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

(A 
CO 

Id con 
t^ (DO 

M a--

3 H 
(D 

DATE OF SURVEY: 1 9 7 1 • Federa l 3 Stote • Coun ty • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

S t a t e House $ 
C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 

B o s t o n M a s s a c h u s e t t s 025 



|7. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t Q Good Q Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

•7 
(Check One) 

A l t e r e d • Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

[7] Moved [ 3 O r i g i n a l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

.*« Tlje proposed section of the Mohawk T r a i l i s located i n the Mohawk 
T r a i l State Forest i n the towns of Charlemont, Savoy and Florida, Massachu­
setts. I t i s 3.75 miles long and runs i n an eafet/west dire c t i o n along the 
north bank of the Cold River. The eastern terminus of the t r a i l i s at the coh 
fluence of the Cold and Deerfield Rivers. The western terminus ms at the 
confluence of the Cold River and Manning Brook. An area 2500 feet wide on ea 
side of the t r a i l i s included as the t r a i l boundaries. 

Except for the state highway (Route 2) which runs along the south 
bank of the Cold River i n a,n east/west dire c t i o n u n t i l i t crosses the r i v e r 
and turns north, the area i s wholly forested with a variety of northern 
hardjwoods and with some hemlock;, pine and spruce. Man-made intrusions are 
minimal and r e s t r i c t ^ to, f i r e , roads, camp grounds, roadside picnic grounds 
and ,small maintenance, buildings. 

The h i l l y , forested environs have changed l i t t l e since the time of t h 
Indian and white settlements which were li m i t e d to a hardy few who attempted 
farming the d i f f i c u l t s o i l . Towards the end of the nineteenth century, act i v ^ 
farming stopped and the area returned to i t s natural state. The Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts began to purchase the area i n the 1920's for conservation 
purposes. During the 1930's. C i v i l i a n Conservation Corps camps were set up 
i n the area and made several improvements such as service raads, foot t r a i l s 
and recreational f a c i l i t i e s . Today, the area i s maintained by the Department 
of Natural Resources f o r r e c r e a t i o n a i l and conservation purposes. 

on 

m 
m 

z 

H 

;D 

c 
n 

o 



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
COUNTY 

Berkshire and Franklin 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER DA TE 

API 1 3 m 
(Number alt entries) 

S. Location of Legal D e s c r i p t i o n ( continued) 

Berkshire County Re g i s t r y of Deeds 
P i t t s f i e l d , Massachusetts 025 

F r a n k l i n County Registry of Deeds 
Gre e n f i e l d , Massachusetts 025 

GPO 9 21-7 24 



E SIGNIFICANCE 

U 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P re -Co lumb ian I • 16fh Century 

• 15th Centu ry ( E 17th Century 

B 18th CentuJy 

H Century 

H 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNI FlC ANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

1 I P r e h i s t o r i c 

H i s t o r i c 

( 1 A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Ar t 

1 I Commerce 

[ I Commun ica t i ons 

r i ' ^ o n s e r v a t i o n 

_2 

1 1 E d u c a t i o n 

I I Eng inee r i ng 

I I I ndus t r y 

I I I n ven t i on 

I 1 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

[ 1 L i t e r a t u r e 

[ 3 M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

I I Sc ience 

I I Scu lp ture 

I I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• Thea te r 

{Xj T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

1 I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F l C A N C E - -

The MohawS T r a i l was an Indian pathway which led from the' Hudson 
and Mohawk River Valleys i n New York bo the Deerfield and Connecticut 
River Valleys i n Massachusetts. Named after the Mohawk Indian Nation, 
the t r a i l followed the Hoosic River into Massachusetts, turned east, 
crossed the Hoosac Mountain Range and descended into the Deerfield and 
Connecticut River Valieys. The Mohawks, before the permanent incursions of 
the white s e t t l e r s , journeyed over the t r a i l to f i s h during the spring 
salmon runs up the Connectcut and Deerfield Rivers and to hunt the Imsh 
valleys. They also used the t r a i l to make raids on t h e i r enemies. In 1667 
the Mohawks descended on the Pecumtucks and decimated t h i s central Massa­
chusetts nation. During King Philip's War, P h i l i p , the leader of the 
Wampanoags, traveled along the t r a i l to Schaghticoke, near present-day 
Troy, New York, i n an unsuccessful attempt to e n l i s t the Mohawls i n his war 
against the New England s e t t l e r s . 

During the struggle between England and France for control of North 
America, the t r a i l was one of the pr)»ncipal routes of the French and Indians 
i n t h e i r expeditions against the English settlements i n western Massachusetts. 
During the American Revolution, Colonel Benedict Arnold rode along part of 
the t r a i l towards Fort Ticonderoga with his l e t t e r ^ o f command from the 
Massachusetts Committee of Safety. 

In the nineteenth century, the area of the Mohawk T r a i l i n Massachu 
setts developed into a farming community. Farming declined i n the l a t t e r 
part of the century and the land returned to nature. In 1920, the Common­
wealth of Massachusetts purchased over 5000 acres for a state forest. Dur 
ing the Depression, the Civilia^n Conservation Corps made substantial im­
provements i n the area. 

Although the t r a i l i s no longer extant, i t s course along the shores 
of the Cold River i s preserved today i n i t s natural setting. 
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%X STATE LIAISON OFFtCER CeftTIFICAllON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • State B Local • 
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Chief, Office of Archeology andHistoric Preservation 

Date 

ATTEST 

Date 

Keeper of The National Regis 

1 •iLr^'l 
GP 0 9 0 t . 0 8 7 









W^orm 10-301 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

| L NAME 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
COUNTY 
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E N T R Y N U M B E R 

m-^ 
COMMON: Mohawk T r a i l 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 

U 

=) 
D£ 

I -

«/> 
Z 

UJ 

lU 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

rharif^mnn^ (granklin Cn.) Savoy, Florida (Berkshire Co.) 
STATE: 

Massachusetts 025 Berkshire, Franklin 003 , 0 I I 
3. MAP R E F E R E N C e 

S O U R C E : 

U.S.G.S. Rowe, Mass.—Vermont 
SCALE: 1 : 2 4 , 0 0 0 

1960 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude re ference. 
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