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The Goddard "White" Bridge is located just off Kentucky 32, 8.1 miles south of Flem- 
ingsburg on Maddox Road in Goddard, Ky.

Originally built on the 1820 Ithiel Town Lattice design, its actual date of construction has 
been losFover the years. The original builder is also unknown.

The sixty-three-foot span crosses the Sand Lick Creek with the Pea Ridge Mountains 
and an old country church providing a scenic drop. An open causeway approaches the 
bridge from the east. Steel braces sunken into the creek bank near the abutments pro­ 
vide additional support for the bridge. The bridge is still in regular use and gets daily 
school bus traffic. It has a posted limit of four tons.

In 1968, the bridge was restored under the supervision of Louis "Stock" Bower of 
Flemingsburg at a cost in excess of $6,000.

Bower replaced some lateral bracing, siding, roofing, and the wooden pins or trunnels 
used instead of ordinary nails.

The bridge was painted white before its restoration, though now the side boards are 
left natural. The pattern formed by the web system of timbers allows a diamond-shaped 
window to be seen through both sides of the bridge.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Goddard "White" Bridge was named for its splendid white-washed appearance, prob­ 
ably to blend in with the white church and fence to the east.

The Goddard Bridge is unique in the state of Kentucky for beiag the only surviving example 
of the Town Lattice design.

It is one of four covered bridges in Fleming County; the most in any county in Kentucky.
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The Goddard Covered Bridge (often called "The White Bridge") in Fleming County was 
originally located approximately one mile south of Goddard. In 1933, when Kentucky 
Highway 32 was being rebuilt, the bridge was threatened with demolition. It was 
carefully dismantled, its timbers numbered, and rebuilt at its present location. 
Because its 63 feet did not span the creek at the new site, a 32~foot runway was 
added. ("The Beautiful and the Doomed" by Sue M. Thierman in The Courier-Journal 
Magazine, August 17, 1952, p. 14; Richard Sanders Alien, Covered Bridges of the 
South, p. 36)

At one time Kentucky had hundreds of covered bridges spanning her rivers. Just prior 
to World War II, sixty-five were still standing. By 1952, the numbers had shrunk to 
thirty-nine. Now only sixteen remain. These sixteen, which represent a variety of 
structural types, are concentrated in the central and northeast sections of the state in 
the small communities or rural areas of the state.

Many reasons have been offered to explain the construction of covered bridges in 
Kentucky during the 19th century. The road across the bridges were kept dry and free 
of snow in winter. Most important, however, was the protection the covering over the 
bridges provided against the deterioration of the wood. It permitted the timbered 
trusses and braces to season properly and kept water out of the joints. The life of the 
bridge was, therefore, significantly prolonged, averaging, generally seven to eight 
times that of one left uncovered.

Many of the covered bridges owe their present survival to modern spans constructed 
nearby that relieve the covered bridges of heavy traffic. Six are now closed to vehicular 
traffic although, like the others, they are visited by large numbers of tourists. All 
but one are publicly owned. Few are well maintained and most are in need of immediate 
repair or restoration if their preservation is to be secured.


