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Address 239-241 Elm Street

Historic Nare Stephen Richard House

U Present residential

Original residential
DESCRIPTION
Dae ca. 1855
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Architect WKKUVH
Exterior Wal Fabric clapboards
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Recorded byE. Woodford, S. Ceccacci
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Date May 1986
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This house i s of the traditional two-and-a-half stcry, five bay center entry New England
hcuse type-. Although it sdate of construction is not clear, the double chimeys, it sconpact
size and the high pitch of it sgable roof suggesr that the house was not built before the md-
i9th century and quite possibly as late as the 1S70's. The house i s extremely plain in design
[ts only ornamental features are a small front porch with jig saw trim
and a double deck side porch, with exterior stairs, across the width of the south side ;ca.
1880's). Tne side porch with exterior stairs is an architectural element conmonly seer, in
late—49th century buildings in Southbridge and believed to be of Trench Canadian origin. The
presence of sucr. a detail here is fitting since Stephan Richard was French Canadian and since
the nei ghborhood i n which the house is located was known as Little Canada in the |ate-19th

Duiidng relates to the Qevei opnent of the ccntiunty.

Tne Vernacul ar appearance of the FGchard House makes i tdifficult to date visually.
Information gathered from available Southbridge maps al so nakes precise dating difficult
for this dwelling. Both the.1855 and 1870 maps show structures standing in this approximte
location. A building belonging to L. Amidow;, possibly a shoe shop, can be seen here cn
the 1855 nap. The 1870 nap' shows-a sl aughterhouse here. Because no other building was'
standing i n the area at those dates the exact location of the Ammdown building or the siaughti
house i s difficult to ascertain. However, the Richard House, unlike the other houses which
appeared on either side cf i rby 1879, is oriented at an angle to the street. Tnis fact
suggests that thi Eicherd House mi ght be an earlier structure. -

The present house can first be definitely identified on tj"g 1878 map of Southbridge.
iit that date it was shown as the property of S Richard. Stephen Richard was the first
Prance- American industrialist in Southbridge and the first ?ranco-.-".ericar; voter. In 1862
he established a cutlery manufactury in Sandersdale and later inBrickville. In 1897 he
formed a corporation, The Richard Manufacturing Ccnpany, vT.zr. his two sons, Stephen and
Joseph, and built a factory (form rt>-"03) across the street from his house.

Ri chard becanme an American citizen in 1855 as citizenship was a reauirement for a patent
oo license (brevet) which he wanted. His actions pronpted many other mddle class French
Canadi ans i n Southbridge to becone citizens in order tc protect their growing ccmierci;.!
interests. Tnis trend became an important stabilizing influence on the large local French-

speaking population, as i t gradually/ changed from the "French-Canadian'' community to the
"Franco- American" conmunitye
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