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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Grimes Farmstead appears to date from the 19th 
century, although small sections of the building could pre­ 
date 1780.

Engulfed by a hodge-podge of additions the main building 
is 21 1/2 feet by 17 feet. It is a 1 1/2 cMtSry clapboard 
unit which has a gable roof with return. A cross gable has 
been added to this unit. The window in the cross gable is 
Victorian with louvered shutters. The front facade has been 
added to this unit. The facade has three bays, unevenly 
spaced. The entrance-door is in the middle, although it is 
not quite centered. The windows are 6/6 double hung with 
louvered shutters. A later 19th century one story flat 
roofed porch protects the doorway and one window.

A leanto clapboard wing was added to the rear of this 
main unit either late in the 19th century, or early in the 
20th. Projecting beyond this is another clapboard leanto 
addition, identified as a milk room.

Covering the East gable end of the main unit is an 
enclosed one story porch which also protects the second 
major section; a 11/2 story narrow clapboard unit. Appearing 
to be an entity in itself the exact disposition of this unit 
has yet to be determined, although it was probably a dwelling 
of sorts. Its front facade has, however, two bays, one 
being a side entrance. The second floor has narrow knee- 
wall windows. A leanto addition, functioning as a kitchen, 
has been added to this unit also, probably in the early 20th 
century.

A narrow breezeway connects the kitchen with another 
early 20th century 1 1/2 story clapboard wing, presently 
functioning as a dairy.

The West facade of the main unit has not gone unmarred 
by alterations as a large two story flat-roofed wint was 
appended to it in the early 1900's.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Grimes Homestead is one of the few clearly docu­ 
mented physical remnants of the Abolition movements of the 
19th century in New Jersey. The Grimes Family was clearly 
active in anti-slavery efforts and evidence indicates this 
farmhouse was one of the numerous stops on the Underground 
Railroad to Canada.

!
New Jersey in the 19th century had a serious dicotomy. 

Considered even today as the northernmost of the Southern 
States, prior to the Civil War there was enormous sympathy 
for the continuation of slavery in the south. (This was 
partially a result of the southern plantation owners having 
economic and social ties in the state. Many Southerners, 
for instance, summered in the more tolerable Jersey climate).

New Jersey itself, however, was gradually emancipating 
its slaves. In part this was most certainly encouraged by a 
counter-movement in the state. The often maligned abolition 
movement played an important part in New Jersey's social 
history. The Quakers in South Jersey had long opposed the 
institution of human bondage. Also, in the second quarter 
of the 19th century humanistic reforms played an important 
part in the moralistic evolution of New Jersey. Theodore 
Weld and the Grimke Sisters, centered in New Jersey, are 
today recognized (although somewhat belatedly) as leaders in 
America's social/educational reforms, particularly in their 
opposition to slavery.

The Grimes Family, although a minor influence nationally, 
did play a significant part in New Jersey's opposition to 
slavery.
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Dr. John Grimes (1802-1875), the most noted and vocif­ 
erous advocate of slavery abolition for the family, was born 
in the homestead and apparently lived there until he was 26. 
At that time Grimes began a medical practice in Newfoundland, 
Passaic County. By 1832, however, he had retuned to the 
homestead to practice. Subsequently he located in Boonton.

In 1840 Dr. Grimes published the New Jersey Freeman, 
the states first paper openly opposed to slavery. This 
important newspaper was printed monthly until 1850.

Once arrested in Essex County for harboring a runaway 
slave Grimes and his family was repeatedly harrassed by pro- 
slavery New Jersey citizens; at his home in Boonton and the 
homestead in Mountain Lakes, both stations on the underground 
railroad.

Dr. Grimes obituary in the Jerseyman in 1875 stated, 
"In the earlier days, his father's house, Mr. Jonathan 
Grimes of Parsippany (Mt. Lakes today) was a prominent 
station on the celibrated Underground Railroad. In later 
days it was transfered to his own home in Boonton through 
which many a poor runaway has been helped on his way to 
Canada. They came to him from Baxter Sayre, Esq. of Madison 
(long since dead) he forwarding them in the night to Newfound­ 
land, the next station."

GPO 892 455
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The subject property is located in the "Residential Zone" RA, permitting single 
family detached house used as a single family dwelling. The minimum of area of each 
shall be fifteen thousand (15,000) square feet and no lot shall have a width of less 
than one hundred feet (100). Therefore, a typical lot would be 100 feet by 150 feet.

The highest and best use of the subject property is for single family residences 
in accordance with the existing building ordinances of the Borough of Mountain Lakes 
at the time of this appraisal.

There is a building currently on the new property location. This structure 
was apparently built in the 1930 f s and is a simple one story frame cottage. Of no 
historical or architectural significance, this building is to be demolished.

The new siting;of the Grimes Homestead will not be in the same geographic 
orientation as the original, but will relate rather to the recently constructed Craven 
Road in order to create a mor appropriate visual impact from the public approach. 
(If kept in its original vaguely NW-SE configuration the rear of the building will face 
the public right-of-way.) In the proposed siting the Greek Revival addition (mid-19th 
century) will be at the northernmost corner and the 18th century unit will be jutting 
off to the southwest making both segments visible from the street. Only the Victorian 
wing to the back will be partially hidden from view.

The building will be set back . forty feet from the street 
will be to the east of the building.

The access driveway

As the Grimes Homestead will utilize the foundations of the 1930's cottage (to 
be demolished) it is not anticipated that any archeological resources will be effected. 
While the new site has not been carefully surveyed for archeological potential a surface 
investigation uncovered nothing.
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The Grimes Homestead must be moved to a new site in order to save the building.

The Mountain Lakes Historical Society, current owners of the building, is 
endeavoring to save this National Register property.

The former owner plans to construct an office building on the site to expand 
his commercial enterprise. A demolition permit was issues to this property owner, but 
after successful negotiations he donated the house to the Mountain Lakes Historical 
Society on the condition that it be removed from its present site prior to June 1, 1979.

Over a two year period, the alternatives were considered, including exchanging a 
vacant property with that of the Grimes Homestead and having the municipality condemn 
the property. The property exchange was unacceptable to the owners as no lot was 
available adjacent to his present business. Financially, Mountain Lakes Borough was 
unable to withstand the $100,000 loss condemnation would bring about.

As it is no longer feasible to save this building on its original site, it will be 
moved.

The Mountain Lakes Historical Society wishes that the building remain on the National 
Register during and after its move.

Every attempt is being made to recapture the essential historic environment of the 
house on its new site as it exists now at 45 Bloomfield Avenue, Mountain Lakes. A local 
architect is working on the project. He has donated his services and done a detailed 
measured drawing of the structure.

In addition, a professional planner and engineer have been hired for surveying, 
siting the new lot, and arranging the placement of the house. On its new site, all 
utilities are underground and therefore the appearance will be more authentic than the 
current wires and poles at the existing location.

The new location was historically part of the original Grimes farm of 48 acres of 
farmland extending to the North along Intervale Road (former Powerville Turnpike). The 
new setting does not possess historical significance that would be adversely affected by 
the placement of the Grimes house rather the appropriateness of this building on the 
new 1/2 acre lot could be undeniably the perfect location. Although preferable to leave 
it on the original site, this is no longer possible and the new location will protect 
the house from commercial and highway encroachments.

After the move is complete and rehabilitation has been done the historical society 
wishes to sell the building. An attorney is drawing up a deed on the house and the new



FHR-8-300A 
(11/78)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

Grimes Homestead
Mountain Lakes, Morris County
New Jersey

CONTI NU ATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE

lot with these easements to be incorporated:

1. Covenants prohibiting demolition.

2. Covenants prohibiting unsympathetic alterations to the exterior or frame 
of the building.

3. Covenants prohibiting major interior changes of the nature requiring building 
permit - including but not limited to removal or addition of partition walls. Approval 
for certain interior changes may be given by the Mountain Lakes Historical Society or 
their successor guardian of historical houses and landmarks under whose jurisdiction 
rests the "John Grimes Homestead". Any interior changes may be begun only after 
written approval has been granted by the above organization. Once a year at a mutually 
agreeable date and time the owner will allow an inspection of the premises by an 
appointed representative of the Mountain Lakes Historical Society or its successor 
mentioned above.

Description of the Property on which the Grimes Homestead will be located 
Block 118 Lot 4-B

The subject property is situated on the southerly side of Craven Road approximately 
two hundred feet ± (200 1 ±) northwest of the intersection of Intervale Road and Craven 
Road in the Borough of Mountain Lakes, Morris County, New Jersey. This parcel is now 
known as Block 118, Lot 4-B and was created in a recently approved sub-division 
containing twelve lots.

The subject property contains 21,003 square feet and has a frontage of 125.12 feet 
along Craven Road, westerly sideline of 222.96 feet, a rear lotline of 90.00 feet, and 
a easterly sideline consisting of 100.00 feet plus 100.67 feet to Craven Road.

Location, size and configuration of this lot can be seen on the attached subdivision 
map copy which is attached to the Addenda of this report as Sheet "A".

The lots are currently being improved with curbing, base paving in the road and 
underground utilities to serve each of the lots in this new subdivision. Each lot will 
be connected to electricity, water, telephone and municipal sewers and all will be 
serviced by municipal services similar to other properties in the surrounding area.
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As this application was being readied for HGRS the land­ 

owner granted a few more days. The Grimes Homest^d now 

has to June 10th to be moved.

T. Karschner 
5/29/79
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