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SCALE r-zQonn

Address 29--31 Heard Street
Historic Nmme Richard Holbrook Houses

Uss Present Residential

Original Residential
DESCRIPTION
Date 1844

Source Deeds
Style Greek Revival

Architect Richard Holbrook. houae-
wright

Exterior Wdl Fabric Ciaphnard

Outbuildings  * garageNC

Major Alterations (with dates) Connecting

link t>uiU  I<)QO-ini

Condition Gnori

Mosl no Date n/a

Acreage 0-O-A- 7, 018 sg. ft. (phH-IT

Setting On very narrow street vith

closely-spaced mid-19th c. houses

Recorded by Nancy S. Seasholes
Organization Waltham Historical Canm.

Date August 1986

revised C Jenkins 2/88



NATI ONAL REG STER (R TER A STATEMVENT {i f appl i cabl e)

The Richard Hol brook Double House i sa well detailed and unusual Geek Revival style house
forminthecity of Vltham [ ti sone of avery few 1" story cottages i nthe style, and

the only double house. Both sections are clapboard clad and detailed with pedi nented gables,
entabl atures, cornerboards, andentries with sidelights, entablatures and [intel shelfs.
Architectural significance i s enhanced by the fact that the housewight i sknow. The house
also illustrates the devel opnent of the Main Street area i nthemd-19th ceatury as ahone
for workers and small businessnen. |t possesses integrity of |ocation, design, materials,
setting, workmanship, feeling and association, and neets criteria Aand Cof theNational

o o "‘Describe inmportant architectural features and evaluate i nterns of
other buildingswithin the comunity.

Set onavery narrowresidential street wi h closely-spaced md-nineteenth century
houses, these two one-and-a-half story Geek Revival cottages are sone of thevery few of
this type i nthecity and the only surviving exanple of houses built as apair. The two
apparently were identical and retain many of their original finishes; both have pedi nented
attics, adeep cornice, afull entablature, cornerboards, w ndows i nthe gables, and
center entrances ontheside. Theentrance at 31 Heard has been altered but that at 29
Heard retains the original corniced entablature and sidelights. Both retain original
cl apboard siding and 6/ 6 w ndow sash.

HSTARCAL SANH CANCE Explain therole owners played I nlocal or state history and how the
building relates to the devel opnent of the comunity.

These houses were built about 1841 by Richard Hol brook, a housewight. I n 18"3
Hol brook had acquired both lots from George M ller, the developer of this part of Central
Street. At thetime Central Street was called Mller Street and Heard Street, which was .
laid out when Miller sold thelots to Holbrook, wasreferred to as a passageway. |t was
| ater variously known as Church Avenue (becauseit wastheway to the Trinitarian
Congregational Church at the corner of Main and Heard streets)Hurd Street (after a
property owner i nthe area), and finally Heard Street.

Hol brook apparently built the house at 31 Heard i n 1844 andsold i t that yeart o
Rowl and W%t her bee, another carpenter. Rowand i nturn sold i tto Josiah \Wtherbee, one of
the large property owners of thetime. After several nore transactionsit was acquiredin
1855 by a St ephen Connelly, who owned i t for 30 years before selling i ti n1885 to Patrick
Vel ch, afarm hand onthe Lynan est ate.

The history of the house at 29 Heard i s somewhat different. Hol brook probably
built it i n1844, too, although hedidnot sell i tuntil 184?. | twas then acquiredin
turn by sone of thelarge property owiers of the tinme, was purchased i n 1849 by Dani el
Stratton, amechanic, andi n 1854 by Philip MDonough, a laborer. 1n 1882 it was bought

by Al exander MCollough, agrocer, andfinally, i n 1892, by Patrick Wl ch, the ower of
the house at 31 Heard. The two houses were probably joined by Wl ch, who continued t o own
themwell into the twentiethcentury.

B BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFEHRENES

M ddl esex Deeds - (31 Heard) 430:415; 455:16; 538:431; 657:409; 683:322; 755:209;
1736: 527
(29 Heard) - 513:207;, 523:62; 525:324; 525:194; 677.536; 1603: 241;
2098: 341
Myps and atlases - 1854, 1875, 1886, 1900, 1911. 1915, 1923
Directories - 1899, 1923
8/ 85
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Ri chard Hol br ook Houses
29-31 Heard Street

1" = 100

1975; updated to 1957
V@l t ham Engi neering Dept.

ot #61-1A-5



1970 Atlas, City of Waltham V@l t ham Massachusetts MR
Conpi l ed by t he V@l tham 29-31 Heard Street

Engi neering Division Hol br ook House

Scale: 1 inch = 140 feet 13-G 16
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