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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Hillside Avenue Historic District is located on the southem slope of a steep 
h i l l slightly west of Medford Square, with views of Tufts University and College H i l l 
to the south and Boston, Charlestown, and Somerville to the east. The area contains 
twenty houses on Hillside Avenue and Grandview Avenue. The d i s t r i c t is set off 
physically and visually from the surrounding houses by a fifteen foot c l i f f and -. _ ' •* 
although some of the buildings north and east of the area are early twentieth J v. 
century structures, there are many modem intrusions. ..̂  * 

The Bela Wamer House (8) is the visual center of the d i s t r i c t . Located on top ;̂  
of the h i l l this 2§- story shingle and clapboard building, constructed c. 1884| - i -
combines architectural elements from the Queen Anne, Colonial Revival and Shingle 
styles. The main entrance is recessed, with carvings on the arch over the door. 
A bas-relief of a large carved sheaf of wheat i s situated off center over the door, ; . 
and the fenestration of the house is irregular. Hillside Avenue, lined with eleven 
eclectic houses also i n the d i s t r i c t , leads up the h i l l to the front of the Wamer House. 

On the west side of Hillside Avenue are seven houses. Four were b u i l t by Frank ;+ 
Hervey, two as investments (l|2) and two as Hervey's residence (4) and stable(3)r" 
The former vjere originally identical: Tudor Revival 2g story, gable end to the street, 
shingled houses. l6 Hillside Avenue ( l ) is nov; painted green ^^^ith yellow trim; 
i t s neighbor has brown shingles. The Frank Hervey residence (4) is a 3 story building 
with two intersecting gambrel roofs and an octagonal tower. I t has both Palladian 
and recessed windows, and other Colonial Revival features. The stable (3)i nov; 
converted into a two family dwelling, has I g stories. I t was extensively altered 
and i s now covered with pale blue aluminum siding. The three houses at the top of 
the h i l l on the west side were b u i l t i n 1947 by G.P. Fr i e l . The houses are a l l 2 
stories, shingled, with ridge roofs. 

On the east side of the street, the Hamilton House (9) and the VJebs.ter House (12) . V-,:. 
both b u i l t c. 1890-95, are large Queen Anne buildings. The Hamilton house has been '•' -
altered, and is now covered with pink aluminum siding above the f i r s t floor. The 
Webster House contains the area's most elaborate example of scrollwork ornamentation. 
The Badger House (10), the Peak House ( l l ) and the Lamson House (13) are a l l Colonial 
Revival i n style with Palladian windows and classical columns, as well as the 
massing and plan typical of the style. 

The Nichols House (14) on Grandview Avenue, b u i l t i n 1889-90, is the area's grandest 
example of Queen Aniie architecture. This 2 :̂ story white clapboard and shingle 
has an irregular plan with a three story round tower at i t s southeast comer, a 
projecting two story bay at i t s southeast comer, a two story bay capped by a gable 
with with wooden strapv;ork decoration on the east wall, and a porch on the second 
floor of the facade surmounted by a gable decorated with elaborate bargeboards. 
The stable, east of the house, has a hip roof and a turreted comer bay containing 
the entrance. 

The Hodges House (l6) , up Grandview Avenue from the Nichols House, is a large late 
Queen Anne structure b u i l t c. 1895- The massing is irregular and a one story 
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porch, extending the length of the facade, is topped by a low triangular pediment 
decorated with foliate and shell designs over the entrance. The house is now covered 
with white vinyl siding. The two simple frame houses across the street (17|18), 
bui l t for Nicholas Vftiite in I896, are irregular i n plan v;ith bays and small towers. 

The Nicholc-s '.^hite residence (19), the f i r s t house to be bu i l t i n the area, is 
an imposing 2g- story granite structure. Prominent features of the house include 
i t s two story projecting bay entrance, surmounted by crenelation and iron cresting, 
and a rectangular tover at the southeast comer, topped by a steep hip roof and 
cresting. A porch with granite piers extends along the south and east walls. 
The house is separated from the area behind i t by a vertical incline of about 
fifteen feet. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Hillside Avenue Historic District in Medford i s a significant late nineteenth 
century planned development. I t contains twenty substantial architect-designed houses 
bu i l t in a wide range of styles for business people who commented to downtown 
Boston by t r a i n . Laid out as early as 1875 on land formerly belonging to Thatcher 
Magoun's estate, the Hillside Avenue area was not heavily developed u n t i l after 1889. 

Between 1875 and 1880 Nicholas White, an Ir i s h stone mason who is credited with the 
constmction of Richardson's Grace Church i n Medford, b u i l t a stone house (19) 
near the crest of the h i l l . Originally this house was approached from a road on i t s 
east side; however, i n the 1880's with the creation of Grand View Avenue, i t s 
driveway v;as moved to i t s west side. The house, with i t s three story tower, crenellated 
entrance bay, and granite constmction is unique i n Medford. Around 1884 the Bela 
Wamer House (8) was b u i l t at the head of Hillside Avenue. Thought to have been 
designed by an architect named Hayes, the style of the Wamer House is eclectic, 
dravojig elements from Colonial Revival, Queen Anne, and Shingle styles of architecture. 
Its visual dominance was a suitable expression of VJamer's rise to wealth as the 
President of the Eastem Salt Company. ^ 

No other buildings were constmcted in the area u n t i l 1889-90 when Frank Hervey, 
a Medford grocer, constmcted a house and stable (3,4) on the west side of Hillside 
Avenue. At the same time Manfred E. Nichols, a dry goods merchant, had an elaborate 
Queen Anne style house and stable (14) b u i l t to plans drawn by^Cobum & Sons, 
architects, of Lewiston, Maine, on a site at the south bend of Grand Viev; Avenue. 
The site of the Nichols House commands unobstmcted views to the south and east -j 
including Boston, Charlestown, and Somerville, and is highly visible from Medford 
Square, the south bank of the I-^ystic River and points east of Medford Square. To 
the east is another omate Queen Anne house (12) b u i l t c. 1890 for Charles Webster, 
a music teacher, v;hich may have also been designed by Cobum & Sons. 

The area continued to develop rapidly i n the mid-1890's with houses designed by 
architects forming the bulk of the development. Frank Hamilton, a clerk i n Boston, 
had a house and stable (9) b u i l t to plans of Kingsbury and Richardson of Boston. 
In 1897 Grace Lamson had a Colonial Revival house (13) designed by Edmund Kingsbury v 
of Boston, b u i l t , and Frank Hervey had two Tudor Revival houses (1,2) constmcted . 
to plans of John W. Russell i n 1897» 
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The tv;o houses b u i l t for Nicholas VJhite on Grand View Avenue (17,18) i n 1896 were 
apparently constmcted and designed by John Nolan, a contractor. Other pre-1898 
houses in the area v;ere almost certainly designed by architects, but their names 
are not known. Four modem houses (5,6,7,15) have been b u i l t on previously 
undeveloped land, and one (20) was constmcted on the site of the stable to the 
Hamilton House (9)• 

The area's substantial architect-designed houses, the range of styles, the u t i l i z a t i o n 
of a dramatic hi l l s i d e s i t e , the brick sidewalks and granite curbs, and the 
original population of prosperous merchants and professional level commuters to Boston 
make i t a major example of late nineteenth century suburban development i n Medford. 
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Key to Hillside Avenue Area 

date of construction address 
1 . Frank Hervey House 1897 16 Hi l l s ide Avenue 
2 . Frank Hervey House 1897 20 Hi l l s ide Avenie 
3 . Frank Hervey Stable ' 1889 -1890 24 11 11 

4 . Frank Hervey Residence 1889 -1890 26 M I I 

5. G . P . Fr ie l Houses 1947 30 I I t l 

6. I I 11 1947 32 I I I t 

7. I I I I 1947 36 I I t l 

8. Bela Warner House 1884 35 I I I t 

9. Frank Hamilton House 1890 -1895 . . 31 I I 11 

10. Edward Badger House 1890 -1895 2 7 I I I I 

1 1 . Frank Peak House 1890 -1895 21 I I I I 

12. Charles Webster House 1890 -1895 15 I I I I 

13. Grace Lamson House 1897 7 11 I I 

14. Manfred E. Nichols House 1889 -1890 8 Grand View Avenue 
15. Dokal Realty House 1960 26 I I I I I I 

16. Gilbert Hodge House ca . 1893 36 11 I I M 

17. Nicholas White Houses 1896 27 I I 11 I I 

18* I I 11 11 1896 31 11 I I I I 

19. Nicholas White Residence ca . 1875 35 I I I I t l 

20. Anthony DFagolo House 1961 37 I I I t I I 





























Paul Guzzi MO beacon ^/iyeel 

28 March 1975 

Mr, Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
U.S, Department of the I n t e r i o r 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

7^7-8470 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
APPORTIONMENT WARRANT 
NOMINATION 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please f i n d three National Register submissions f o r the 
following properties: 

1, Medford, H i l l s i d e Avenue Historic D i s t r i c t , Middlesex County 
2, New Bedford, Sergeant William H. Carney House, B r i s t o l County 
3, Provincetown, Provincetown Public Library, Barnstable County 

TSiese properties have been voted e l i g i b l e f o r submission by the 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission (the State Review Board) and have been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Of f i c e r , Elizabeth R. Amadon. 

Please note that the properties covered by these submissions plan to apply 
for FY '76 grants-in-aid. I f you have any questions, please don't 
hesitate to c a l l us. 

Sincerely yours. 

Pa t r i c i a L, Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

PLW:Pjj 
End. 
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