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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The HillsideAvenue Historic District is located onthe southem slope of a steep

hill slightly west of Medford Square, with views of Tufts University and College Hill

to the south and Boston, Charlestown, and Somerville to the east. The area contains
twenty houses onHillside Avenue and G andvi ew Avenue. The district is set off
physically and visually fromthe surrounding houses by afifteen foot cliff and - ' #¢
al though sone of the buildings north and east of the area are early twentleth J Vv
century structures, there are nany nodemintrusions. . *

The Bela Waner House (8) is the visual center of the district. Located ontop N
of the hill this 2& story shingle and clapboard building, constructed c. 1834 - i -
conbi nes architectural elenents fromthe Queen Anne, Colonial Revival and Shingle
styles. The main entrance i s recessed, with carvings onthe arch over the door.
Abas-relief of alarge carved sheaf of wheat is situated off center over the door,
and the fenestration of the house is irregular. HillsideAvenue, lined with eleven

eclectic houses also in the district, leads upthe hill to the front of the Wamer House.

v the west side of Hillside Avenue are seven houses. Four were built by Frank i+
Hervey, two asinvestnents (l]2) and two as Hervey's residence (4) and stable(3)r"

The former vjere originally identical: Tudor Revival 2gstory, gable end to the street,
shingled houses. |6 Hillside Avenue (1) is nov; painted green "MNth yellowtrim

its neighbor has brown shingles. The Frank Hervey residence (4) is a3 story building
with two intersecting ganbrel roofs and anoctagonal tower. |t has both Palladian

and recessed wi ndows, and other Colonial Revival features. Thestable (3)i nov
converted into atw famly dwelling, has Igstories. |t wasextensively altered

and is nowcovered with pale blue alumnumsiding. Thethree houses at the top of

the hill onthe west side were built in 1947 by GP. Friel. The houses are all 2
stories, shingled, with ridge roofs.

v the east side of the street, the Hamlton House (9) and the \Jebs.ter House (12) V.
both built c. 1890-95, are large Queen Anne buildings. TheHam|ton house has been ' -
altered, and i s nowcovered with pink alumnumsiding above the first floor. The
Webst er House contains the area's nost el aborate exanple of scrollwork ornamentation.
The Badger House (10), the Peak House (| 1) and the Lanson House (13) are al | Colonial
Revival in style with Palladian w ndows and classical colums, as well as the

massing and plan typical of the style.

The Nichols House (14) on G andview Avenue, built in 1889-90, is the area's grandest
exanmpl e of Queen Aniie architecture. This 2Mstory white clapboard and shingle

has anirregular plan with athree story round tower at its southeast coner, a
projecting tw story bay at its southeast comer, atw story bay capped by a gable
with with wooden strapv;ork decoration onthe east wall, and a porch onthe second
floor of the facade surmounted by a gable decorated with el aborate bargeboards.

The stable, east of the house, has ahip roof and aturreted comer bay containing
the entrance.

The Hodges House (16) , up G andvi ew Avenue fromthe Nichols House, is alarge |ate
Queen Anne structure built c. 1895-  Themassing is irregular and a one story
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porch, extending the length of the facade, i s topped by a | owtriangul ar pedi ment
decorated with foliate and shell designs over the entrance. The house i s now covered
with white vinyl siding. The two sinple frane houses across thestreet (17|18),
built for Nicholas Vtiite i n1896, are irregular inplan v;ith bays and snall towers.

The N cholc-s '.*hite residence (19), thefirst house tobe built inthe area, i s

an inposing 23 story granite structure. Promnent features of the house include
its twostory projecting bay entrance, surmounted by crenelation andiron cresting,
and a rectangul ar tover at t hesoutheast comer, topped by a steep hip roof and
cresting. Awporch with granite piers extends along thesouth and east walls.

The house i s separated fromthe area behind it by a vertical incline of about
fifteen feet.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hillside Avenue Historic District i nMedfordi sa significant [ate nineteenth
century planned devel opment. |t contains twentysubstantial architect-designed houses
built i na w de range of styles for business people who commented t o downt own
Boston by train. Laid out as early as 1875 on land formerly belonging t o Thatcher
Magoun' s estate, theHillside Avenue area was not heavily devel oped until after 1889.

Bet ween 1875 and 1880 Nichol as Wite, an Irish stone nason who i scredited withthe
constmction of Rchardson's Gace Church i nMedford, built a stone house (19)

near thecrest of thehill. Originally this house was approached froma road onits
east side; however, i nthe 1880's with the creation of Gand View Avenue, its

driveway vias noved t oits west side. The house, with its three story tower, crenellated
entrance bay, and granite constmction i sunique i nMdford. Around 1884t he Bela
VWaner House (8) was built at the head of Hillside Avenue. Thought t ohave been
designed by an architect naned Hayes, t hestyle of the WAner House i s eclectic,
dravojig el ements from Col onial Revival, Queen Anne, and Shingle styles of architecture.
Its visual domnance was a suitable expression of VJaner's rise towealth as the
President of the Eastem Salt Conpany. A

No ot her buildings were constncted i nthe area until 1889-90 when Frank Hervey,

a Medfordgrocer, constncted a house and stable (3,4 on the west side of Hillside
Avenue. At thesame time Manfred E Nichols, a dry goods nerchant, had an el aborate
Queen Anne style house and stable (14) built t oplans drawn by”Cobum & Sons,
architects, of Lewiston, Maine, on a site at the south bend of Gand Viev; Avenue.

The site of the Nichols House commands unobstnctedviews t ot hesouth and east -
including Boston, Charlestown, and Somerville, and i shighly visible fromMedford
Square, t hesouth bank of thel-*ystic River and points east of Medford Square. To

the east i sanother omate Queen Anne house (12) built c. 1890 for Charles Wbster,

a nusic teacher, v;hich nay have also been designed by Cobum & Sons.

The area continued t odevelop rapidly i nthe md-1890's with houses designed by
architects formng the bulk of the devel opnent. Frank Hamlton, a clerk i n Boston,

hal a house and stable (9) built t oplans of Kingsbury and Ri chardson of Boston.

In 1897 Gace Lanson had a Col oni al Revival house (13) designed by Ednund Ki ngsbury v
of Boston, built, and Frank Hervey had two Tudor Revival houses (1,2) constncted

to plans of John W Russel | i n 1897»
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The tv;ohouses built for Nicholas Vlhite on Gand Vi ew Avenue (17,18) i n 1896 were
apparently constncted and desi gned by John Nol an, a contractor. COher pre-1898
houses i nthe area v;ere al nost certainly designed by architects, but their nanes
are not known. Four modem houses (5, 6,7,15) have been built on previously
undevel oped | and, and one (20) was constncted on thesite of the stable to the
Ham | ton House (9) e

The area's substantial architect-designed houses, therange of styles, the utilization
of adramatichillside site, thebrick sidewal ks and granite curbs, and t he

original population of prosperous nerchants and professional |evel conmters t o Boston
nake it a major exanple of late nineteenth century suburban devel opnent i n Medford.



Property

TECHNICALAMA- M

Photos-:"

Maps J_

4 H4«dUuM/~T

T

National Register Write-up
Federal Register Entry

Lhited Sates Departnent of the Interior

f» ¢'2>'""*J&

[1f ;clcl

CONTROLA
X1 > Afe-<|LN
(Jfi AR, S
HISTORIAN

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN

N

Send-back
Re-submit

y-L «L- ARCHEOLOGIST

OTHER

HAER *

Inventory

Review

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF

G2le
BRANCH CHIEF

KEEPER

Entered APR? 21 jgyg

INT:2106-"7 4

National Park Service VRO N 7



Fom No. 10-301
Rev. 1 0:74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

RECEIVED r,
NATIONAL REGISTER OFHISTORIC PLACES m CT 195
PROPERTY MAP FORM

DATE ENTERED /PR 2 i "a?*.

SEE INSTRUCTIONS INHOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH MAP

ONAME

HISTORIC Hillside Avenue Historic District

AND/OR COMMON

B LOCATION

CITY, TOWN Medford VICINITY OF COUNTY Middlesex STATE

MAP REFERENCE

City of Medford Assessors Plans

SCAE 1"ig0" DYTE igy”

REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES o
2. NORTH ARROW
3. UTM REFERENCES

: 2986-75









CoNoaRONE

Key to Hillside Avenue Area

Frank Hervey House
Frank Hervey House
Frank Hervey Stable '
Frank Hervey Residence
G.P. Friel Houses

1" un

Bela Warner House

Frank Hamilton House
Edward Badger House
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28 March 1975

M, Charles Herrington, Chief

Registration

National Register of Historic Places

National Park Service

US Department of the Interior CERTI FI ED MAI L

18th and C Streets, NW APPARTI ONVENT  VARRANT
Washington, DC 20240 NCOM NATI ON

Dear Charl es:

Encl osed please find three National Register submissions for the
following properties:

1, Medford, Hillside Avenue Historic District, Mddl esex County
2, New Bedford, Sergeant W lliam H Carney House, Bristol County
3, Provincetown, Provincetown Public Library, Barnstable County

TSese properties have been voted eligible for submssion by the
Massachusetts Historical Commission (the State Review Board) andhave been
signed by the State Historic PreservationOfficer, Elizabeth R Anadon.

Please note that theproperties covered by these subm ssions plan t oapply
for FY "76grants-in-aid. | f you have anyquestions, please don't
hesitate t ocall us.

Sincerely yours.

Patricia L, Wesl owsKki
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

PLW Pj |
End.
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egion

Mr. Robeat F. Crecco, DOT
VPR MM oatt/row 4/23/75
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