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UM REFERENCE 19.715980,~ " 88120

USGS QUADRANGLE NEWTON, FiASS.
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Nev/ton, rMmTas M.R.A.
Tommn  Newton (Waban)

Address 173" Beacon Street
Historic Nare Frederick Collins House

U Present dwelling

Original  dwelling
DESCRIPTION
Date 1825-1831
Source Newton's Older Houses-Waban
Style Greek Revival
Architect Frederick A. Collins
Exterior Wadl Fabric clapboard
Outbuildings gar age

Major Alterations (with dates) none

Condition Excellent

Mosdn no Date
Acesge 27#000 sq. ft.  (mcacrt.

Setting suburban along major thorough,

fare.

Recorded by Deborah Shea
Organization NPw-hnn Hi stnT-i r*a Comm.

Dateb5/8l; rev, bv H. iVhite 3/86



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Frederick Collins residence is an exceptionally well-preserved
example of a temple-front type of Greek Revival house, one of several
in Newton, although Waban*s single examplei it therefore meets Criterion G
of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.

The Frederick Collins house is sited with its gable end to the street.
A two-story lonic portico across the facade and the placement of the
entrances on both of the lateral sides are a local variation of the style.
The typanum and facade are flush-boairded in an attempt to similar the
ashlar masonry of the Greek temple ﬁrototype. The side entrances are set
within one-story lonic porches which are centered on the five-bay east
and west elevations. Other characteristic features include the full-length
first-story windows on the facade, the panelled comer pilasters and
the shaped window lintels.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

“Frederick A Collins was one of the three sons of Matthius Collins 111,
and inherited aportion of his father's vast 100-acre estate whi ch reached
from Beacon Street (formerly part of the Sherbom Road) tothe Charles River.

Matthius 'Collins | was one of Vban»s earliest seftlers, and purchased
local acreage in 1779. The area remained |argely undevel oped until the latter
years of the nineteenth century. .

Frederick Collins andhis brother Edward owned a glue factory which once
stood south of the Beacon Street residence. Collins was active in |ocal
affairs, andwas a nenber of the City Council. .

During the |ate nineteenth centur?/ this section of Beacon Street cane to
be known as the "Col | ins nei ghborhood" Tor the rowof Collins houses which
stood here. TheFrederick Collins residence is the only one of the Collins
famly houses t o survive.
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n owner objection Federal Agency:
e appeal
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Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * ves * no

7. Description

Condition Chak one
excellent I I deteriorated + unaltered

d | good * ruins e altered

o fair I I unexposed

Describe the present and original (If known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
e completeness

e clarity
e alterations/integrity
| |dates

| Iboundary selection

Check one
« original site
e moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

e completeness

e clarity

« applicable criteria

e justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource

« context

< relationship of integrity to significance
e justification of exception

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

e Maps
e Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed . Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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