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1. Name of Property

historic name TANTALUS- ROUND TOP ROAD

other names/site number Tantalus Drive; Round Top Drive

2. Location

street & number Tantaus Drive; Round Top Drive not for publication N/A
city or town Honolulu vicinity Makiki

state Hawai'i ooce HI county Oohu jrcifiMv code zip code 96822

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this nomination
request for detemiination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places
and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property meets does not
meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant nationally 5(_ statewide locally. (
See contipuatiorisheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying offficial Al Date '

state or Fedaral agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)
Signature of commenting or other official Date f-f k01X feeie we B

State or Federal agency and bureau u . . ik
’ [ |
4. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby certify that this property is: Signature of Keeper Date of Action

entered in the National Register

See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the National Register

See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the

National Register

removed from the National Register

other (explain):
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5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Checl< as many boxes as apply)
private
X public-local
public-State
public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)
building(s)
X district
site
structure
object

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Ca: Transportation

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Ca: Transportation
7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

OTHER/ Paved Roadway

Page 2

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A . . nn T

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

0 0 buildings
1 0 sites

0 0 structures
6 0 objects

1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register O

S Road-rdated (vehicular)

S Road-rdated (vehicular)

Materials . r
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation N/A

roof N/A

walls N/A

other concrete; masonry (basalt); asphalt paving

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See continuation sheets.
8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

{Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing)

X A Property is associated with events that have made a v

significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

X B Property is associated with the lives of persons  t
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of
a type, period, or method of construction or represents
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values,
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity
whose components lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information

important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
{Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) ,

Property is: »
A owned by areligious institution or used for religious
purposes.

. B removed from its original location.
.C ahbirthplace or a grave. > J
.D acemetery.
E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F ' acommemorative property.

.G less than 50years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.
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Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)

ENGINEERING
TRANSPORTATION
SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance

1891 to present

Significant Dates

1891 - 1902 Tantalus Road congtruction
1913-1917 Round Top road congtruction
1937 - Works Progress Administration paving
ca 1953-54 - Repaving and roaddde drainage
improvements

Page 3

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is mari<ed above)

H. W. Schmid.

Henry Hackfeld,

Lorrin Andrews Thurston
Govenar Wdte Hear

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

(designer/engineer) COUNtV engineers

(builder) county employees, private
contractors;, and prison labor (trugties)

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

S continuation Shedas

9. Maior Bibliographical References

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

S continuation sheds. N

Previous documentation on file (NPS)
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested.
previously listed in the National Register ?:
previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property
UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 3

2 4

X See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description

y A A »

Primary Location of Additional Data
X State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency y-~
X Local government
University
X Other (Name of repository): Hawai'i State
Archives, Hawai'i State Library; Bishop Museum;
Hawai'i Nature Center; State Department of
Trangportation

The nominated property is an undosad Ste goproximeted by the line ssgmatts identified by the UTM coordinates
listed on the continuation sheet. This parcd includesthe roed, lookouts, culverts, retaining walls and curbs within
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the public right of way. The bounderies of the nominated district begin a the 15 Mile Marker on Tantdus Drive
and end a the 80 Mile Marker on Round Top Drive.

Boundary Justification ' : 'A%

The boundary encomypeasses, but doesnot exceed, all of the property that hes been historically assocated with
Tantalus and Round Top Drives. The beginning and end points of this district were determined by the
demarcation of the Board of Water Supply sysem and the Tantalus community's private water catchment
system. Thissection of road holds the greatest historic integrity and character and hes been relatively undtered
sance the road was completed in 1917. The boundary is further justified by the rural character of this portion of
the road in comparison to the lower section closer to urban Honolulu.

11. Form Prepared Bv

nametitle Ming-Yi Wong and Barbara Shidder, A1A

aganizaion Mason Architects, Inc. .date- v 71106

dred & numbg 119 Merchant Street, Suite 501 tdephone (808) 536-0556
dtyortown Honolulu date Hawal'i Zp aoce 96813

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property. ' ¢ -

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name City and County of Honolulu, Department of Trangportation Sarvices -
dredt & numba 650 South King Stret tdephoe (808)527-6976
dtyortown Honolulu . . date HI Zip aoce 96813
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Narrative Description

The Tantalus-Round Top road isa 10-miledrivethat begins near the entrance to Puowaina, aso known as
Punchbowl Crater and home to the "National Memoria Cemetery of the Pacific." The roadway climbs Tantalus
Drive dong the Kaawahine ridge between Pauocaand Makiki Valleysand then descendsdong Round Top Drive
on theridgelinking Pu'u 'Ohi'a (Mount Tantalus), Pu'u Kakea (Sugarloaf) and Pu'u '‘Ualakaa (Round Top);
then past Maundaha Valley Road to Makiki Street near the Archie Baker Mini Park. The boundaries for the
proposed historic district begin a the 15 Mile Marker on Tantalus Drive near the "Honolulu Watershed Forest
Reserve' sgn and the Board of Water Supply reservoir that marks the limit of the public water system. The
district endsat the 80 Mile Marker on Round Top Drive near the Manoa Valey Overlook and the Board of
Water Supply reservoir on the Pu'u 'Ualakaa hillside.

The proposed historic district includes the road, lookouts, culverts, retaining wallsand curbs aong the shoulder

and encompasses the entire public road right of way. The period of significanceis from 1890 when residents of
Honolulu petitioned the Kingdom of Hawai'i for acarriage road to the top of Tantaus until gpproximately 194
when the present roadside drainage improvements were completed.

Tantdus-Round Top Drive retains its historic integrity and character inits location, alignment, design, setting
and association. Physica construction of the road occurred between 1892 and 1917, and the roadway is
essentidly undtered from thistime. The roadway varies from 14 feet to 30 feet wide, getting narrower asit
reechesthe forest reserve surrounding Pu'u 'Ohi'a (Tantalus pesk). The road hes been widened and the shoulders
improved in short dretches, but it remains winding and narrow dong the majority of its length.

Lavarrock guard walls, some dating to the road's earliest construction, remain in many locations particularly in
the "Hogsback™ region neer Mile Marker 40. Only afew sted w-beam rails have been ingaled in recent times.
Concrete and masonry (basalt) culverts were congtructed in the 1950saong portions of the road to alow for
dorm water drainage. Condggtent with itsrural character, there are no paved sdewaks or light poles dong the
roadway. The tedgphone and dectricity lines do not typically follow the route of the road but trace the shortest
digance from the bottom of the ridge to the residential areaa top. There are few Sde Sreats or roads off the
main corridor. The mgjority of the resdential and visitor traffic traversesthe primary Tantalus-Round Top
roadway. The goead limit is 25 miles per hour throughout, with certain sharpturns a 10 miles per hour. Mile ad
half mile markers are located on the road shoulder.

. Mfy

PHY SICAL DESCRIPTION Z : /.. Vv,

Mile Marker 15 Tantdus Drive gradualy ascendsthe hillside as it entersthe Honolulu Watershed. The
vegetation condgs mogly of a low mass of introduced grass and busheswith large trees beyond. The agphdt
paving endsin a soft edge and concrete lined gutters (swales) are located on the downside of the road curves.
There are anumber of pipe culverts with masonry rock headwalls, constructed ca 1953-54. This lower road
meesures approximately 30 feet wide.

1?
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The city of Honolulu isvisible as the road travels through the lower forest areaover a seriesof small turns There
ae severd lookouts dong a series of hairpin turns on Tantalus Drive, with views of Diamond Head and the
Wai'anae Range These lookouts are mogtly paved with rolled agphdt curbs, while others have waist-high timber
pogsor concrete 1-shgpe upright markers defining the edge. At the sde of the road in severd locations are
dongated I-beams made out of coarse aggregate concrete (roughly 6'-0" long, 7" square), dating from the mid-
1950s period. Thexe I-beamsare placed crisscross on their ends, two leves high, and held together with metal
spikes, often dong a ftill sretch of the road. These I-beams were placed & their current location by the Tantalus
Community Association in 2005 to prevent off-roading; they were brought infrom a sorage site on the Round

Top Drive hillside.

Mile Marker 20: After the first seriesof turns, the road narrows to gpproximately 23 feet, and the character of
the vegetation changes The plantings are denser, with taller trees. The eucalyptus forests begin a this point and
there is an earthen embankment on both ddes of the road with overhanging branches creating a forest tunne The
first resdence on Tantdus Drive, the historic Cadle Edate, gppearsjust before the next series of sharp turns
Often, these large edtates are not visiblefi-omthe road, due to the degpness of the hillside and the Sze of the
property. Long and desp driveways are a particular characteristic of this mountain devdopment A few of the
lowest houses are on city water, however the mgjority of the homesare on catcchment and many have corrugated
metd roofsthat direct the rainwater into their individual water sorage tanks.

Mile Marker 25 and 3.0: The next mile and ahalf of road feastures sharp hairpinturns. Lavarock walls holding
back the gradud dope, are common in this dtretch of the road. The Hallway House, now demolished is believed
to have beenjust above Mile Marker 3.0. This small wooden shack located halfway up the carriage route
provided ice and afew grocery itemsto visitorsand resdents. A cabin built for the foresters involved inthe early
reforestation effort of the mountain was located just below this area The first of many hiking trails, typically a
narrow cleared path into the forest, sarts dong this section of the road. Thesetrails are identified by a State Sgn

a the trailhead and typically have apullover for parking nearby.

Mile Marker 3.5: The verdant bamboo forest starts dong this portion of the road and non-historic metal
guardrails have been ingtalled in stretches. The road messures gpproximately 20 feet wide.

Mile Marker 40: The forest canopy opens up as the road nearsthe bese of Pu'u 'Ohi'a. A sgn warning of one-
lane traffic marks a 14-foot wide stretch of road called the 'Hogsback." A historic lavarock wall lines the east
(Maklkl Valley) sde and metd guardrail bracesthe west (Pauoca Valley) sde. The lavarock wall issettling in
aress, and the coloring and cut of the stone indicate that it was congtructed in two periods. The first courseis
irregularly cut and may dateto the road's eariiest construction inthe 1890s the second course is mede of "sugar
sone" asharply sgueare cut basdt that was mogt likely added by the Works Progress Adminigtration in their
repaying project in 1937. Hogsheck is consdered the "best vantage point™ on this Sde of the mountain- the
extent of Makiki Valey and Round Top Ridge isvisiblefi-omthis point, as well as views of Diamond Heed and

1930) nT"W'*A Griffiss, Whenyou  to Hawa"i. You will need this Guide to the |.dand. (Cambridge Riverdde Press
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'Ewa. After Hogsback, the first Sde road. Tdephone Road, leedsnorth from Tantalus Drive providing acoessto
one residence and the tdephone company installation.

Mile Marker 4.5, 50 and 5.5: Meta guardrails gppear with more frequency and resdences are more densdly
stuated along thistop gretch of road. Telephone poles line the road and reflectors are located a certain turns.
Portions of the road are bordered by low basdt rock wallsthat may date from the 1890s Ancther Forestry Cabin
is believed to have been Stuated below the road near Mile Marker 45. A dde dredt, Kalai'opua Place, is located
southrwest of Tantdus Drive and provides accessto severd residences. Shortly after Kalai'opua Place, Forest
Ridge Way drops away from the main road, and leeds into Poloke Valley, where many of the mountain
resdences are located. Forest Ridge historically marks the end of Tantalus Drive and the beginning of Round
Top Drive. Today thistransition takes place a Kalai'opua Place. The character changesas the road begins its
eagtern descent. The road narrows and the tree canopy is lower and denser in comparison to Tantalus taller
foredts. There are concrete jersey barriers placed a the sde of the road and afew resddencesaebuih
immediately adjacent to the roadway. . « .

Mile Marker 6.0 and 6.5 Residences are gparsdly located in this area Thiswas the lagt section of the road to be
completed and the final link between Round Top and Tantalus Drives. There is densefoliage on both Sdesof the
road, but overhead, the canopy of trees diminishes. The road mesaures 18 feet wide. Camp Erhom, the Boy Scout
camp, is located between mile marker 65 and 7.0. Thiswas the ste of the trusties encampment while they were
building the road inthe early 1900s % -v, r

Mile Marker 7.0 and 7.5: There are low concrete wallsat the insde of the sharp turns; in-between these hairpin
turns are grassy landscaped areas. Stretches of dacked concrete -beams are sited dong the curve of the road.

Prior to World Wer |1, agarden of day lilies was maintained in this areafor use & the Governor's Resdence,
"Washington Place/(formerly the private home of Quean Lili'uokalani). A tree-lined road leedsto Pu'u

‘Udakaa State Wayside Park where the higtoric 'Nutridge' farm and the Pu'u 'Ualakaa Lookout are located.

The road to the top of Pu'u 'Uaakaa from Round Top was congtructed inthe late \940s® and the park added in '
the 1950s After the park, the road passssby rows of plumeriatrees, planted by the Outdoor Circle in the late-
19%40s After Mile Marker 7.5, Iow concrete walls border the edge of the road and the sharp cliff overlooking
Manoa Vadley. , ,

Mile Marker 8 The 'Honolulu Watershed Foret Reserve sgn marks the south—east end of the proposed historic
district. , .V

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING ?
Tantdus is located inthe Ko'olau mountain range inthe Konadistrict of the idand of O'ahu. The ridges that
cary Tantalus Drive and Round Top Drive surround Makiki Valley. Within thisvalley, three Sreams, Kanedlole,

A Lorin Gill, persond communication, July 10,2006. " "

A Janie Paterson, "Brrief higtory of Mekiki-Tantalus™" Acoessed April 25, 2006; avaladle from >
www.tanta uswsitantdushigory.html "
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Moleka and Maunalaha, eventually draininto Mamala Bay off of the Honolulu Plain. To the south of Makiki
Valley lies Puowaina. Northeast of Makiki isPauoa Valley and southeast isManoa Valley. There are threecinder
cones inthe Tantalusrange: Pu'u'Ohi'a (Mount Tantalus, 2013 feet); Pu'u Kakea (Sugarloaf 1408 feet)- and
Puu 'Ualaka'a (Round Top, 1052 feet). The mean annual rainfall of Tantalus is 120-130inches.® By comparlson

nearby Waikiki's annual rainfall is 20 inches.

Early Hawaiians grew taro near the mouth of Makiki Valley where runoff from the three tributaries crested ided
agricultura conditions5 Archeologists speculate that by the 1600sthe lowland forests had been extensively
harvested and that gpproximately eighty-percent of the land below 2,000 feet elevation was dtered * Mo olelo
(Hawaiian gories) indicate that Pu'u 'Ualakaa was afavored locality for sweet potato cultivation and King
Kamehameha | esablished his persond swedt potato plantation here® Pu'u trandates as "hill" and 'ualakaa
means''rolling swedt potato”, 0 named for the degonessof the terrain. Within the valey isaquarry where the
basdt outcrop was chipped into piecesto make octopus lures. That is believed to be the origin of the word
'makikr - atype of gone usad for weights in octopus lures Numerous precontact agricultural steswere noted
during a 1980 archaeologica aurvey of Makiki Valley, Kanedole Stream and Moleka Stream Systems!

Historical atempts at cultivation in the Makiki-Tantalus areaincluded a coffee plantation by J. M. Herring dong
Moleka Streem in the late 1800s(valley conditions proved too wet for coffee beans toflourish)and Hawai'i's
first commercia macadamia nut plantation dong the west sde of Pu'u 'Ualakaa. Ernest Shelton Van TasHd
formed the Hawaiian Nut Company Limited in 1922 (or 1921) on atwenty two-acre parce leased from the
Temtory of Hawai'i. Cultivation started in 1925 and continued unfil 1967. Rows of macadamia nuts trees from
the original orchard remain today.'O Van Tassd's house "Nutridge” was designed by noted Honolulu architect
Hart Wood, and is listed on the Nationa Regiger of Historic Places.

Recreional activitieson Tantalus were popular with nineteenth-century Honolulu residents and included hiking
Fu u Ohi'a, collecting endemic land snail shdls in the forest and duck burning inthe ponds behind Pu'u Kekea
The name"Tantalus' originated during a hiking excursgon by the Punahou” gudent hiking club, the Clan Alpine
The students begen their hikea Pu'u 'Ualakaa. As night gpproached, they found themsdves a the edge of the
ridge overlooking Poloke Valley. Unable to continue due to the thick undergrowth, the boys were forced to give

vaey of Makiki Valley, the Kanesidle Sreem a1 Mai Sreon Sratona Nk R S et s
" Petasn.
N Petarson.
NYentandOta, 15 > *— ,
* Petaran.
'Y entandOta.

"0 Yent and Carpenter, State of Hawai" i, Department of Land and Natural Resources, -'Archaeological Survey of
Proposed Sate Park Areas in Makiki Valley and Puu 'Ualaka'a," (Honolulu: 1994), 7. J

ot AN RG0! et i 1841 e chilcen of Missoreres Rty S s gt
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up their ascent. Versed in Gresk mythology, the students named the mountain 'Tantal us'.(The mythol ogical
Tantalus was condemned to an afterlife of insatiable hunger and thirst due to unreachable pools of water and
overhanging fruit.) 'Round Top' and 'Sugar Loaf were dso named by early Punehou students; these names

aopear on an 1873 'Map of Makiki Valley' surveyed by William De Witt Alexander (sse Figure 3).

Dueto the dose proximity to Honolulu Harbor, the Makiki-Tantalus forest underwent savere deforestation in two
periods. Inthe first period, heavy timber was cut for the sasndawood trade with China from 1815 to 1826. In the
second period, 1833 to 1860, wood was primarily harvested as fiiel for the whaling trede to render whale blubber
into oil. One of the oldlualaau, or wood-pits, dug to hold a horse cart-load offirewood,can still be ssen today
ometwo milesup Kaawahine Trail off Tantalus Drive.|ln addition, fires, land clearing for farming, livestock
grazing, feral animds, and harvesting for building materias contributed to the loss of the Makiki-Tantalusforest
and its replacement by grasses The soread of introduced plant species have crowded out the remaining native
plant species. The densefoliage that now covers the mountain arees wiss once 0 open that resdents called those
areesmeadows."™* , - , . ,

As early as 1846, the Kingdom of Hawai'i was facing devdopment pressure from the public regarding the
Makiki-Tantalus watershed. The barren hillsideswere heavily eroded and the quantity and quality of fresh water
in the sreamswas compromised.That same year. King Kamehameha 111 passed alaw declaring forests to be
government property. In 1876, the Kingdom pased the "Act for the Protection and Preservation of Woods and
Forests' including watershed preservation. In 1880, further legidation was enacted to protect all wetershed arees
that contributed domegtic water supplies in the Makiki, Tantaus, Round Top and Pauoaarea. Despite the
establishment of the protected area, 1890s |egidation alowed citizens to acquire residential property on Tantaus.
The Bureau of Agriculture and Forestry was cregted by the 1893 Legidature to combet the problem of erosion on
the mountain.”* In 1903, this becamethe Territorial Board of Agriculture and Forestry. Makiki Valley wes
designated as a Forest Resarvein 1904 and reforedtation began in 1910. Efforts by the first territoria forester,
Raph S Hoamer, reaulted inthe intensive growth of non-native spediesin the valley. Hoamer crested Hawai'i's
first tree nursery with goecies introduced from Australia, Asaand other partsof the world.Accountsof day
trips published during that time mention eucalyptus, guava, lantana, kukui and acaciatrees, as well as a forester's
cabin dong the carriage road on the Tantalus side.™ A later reforestation program by the Civilian Conservation

"NGriffiss, 170. , Vo B --
3G|II ' - -
" Magaret Young, "Tantdus Higory," Notes for talk to TartdLsCmmntyAssooa]m Honolulu, March 31, 1990.
Available on filewith author.
" Petaraon.
" Thomes Cox, -The Birth of Hawaian Foresry: The Web of Influences” Presarted & the XVII Padific Sdenoe
Oorgess May 27-de 2, 191
'Peterson.
A Tripto Mount Tantalus™ Paradise of the Padific. June 1897, ™An Asoat of Mount Tantdus O'ahu,” Paredise of
the Pacific. Sgatambar 1890,
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Corps inthe yearsbetween 1934 and 1941 planted an average of two million trees per year in Hawai'i'sforest
reserves."

The current vegetation of Makiki Valey reflectsthe reforestation program and private landscaping efforts.
Although mog of the plants have been introduced, there are still thriving slands of original koa, mdmaki, kukui
and afew other rare native species While the native Kahuli snails disgppeared with the original forest, wild pigs
and the ubiquitous rat remains, dong with the introduced mongoose. The native owl, pueo, now sharesthe forest
with agrowing diversity of introduced birds, among them cardinas, Indian mynas, sparrows, mejirosand doves,
java finch, bulbuls and shama thrushes”"

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE ROAD

In the Great Mahde of 1848, the land was privatized and awvarded to individuals by the monarchy. The Mahde
claims for Makiki were mostly samal parcds of land containing a housdot and relatively few had taro 10 'i
(wetland agriculture) or kula(dryland agriculture)fiel ds. This suggeststhat the traditional agriculture subsstence
economy was being abandoned in the Makiki areamore quickly than other arees of Honolulu.M Three Hawaians
recaived large land avards22 John Pgpa'l'T, high chief and member of the House of Nobles under Kamehameha
111, received the largest award of 250 acresa the westem edge of upper Makiki valley and two large parcds in
lower valley. The effects of the Great Mahde on land ownership overrode any traditiona land divisonsand use
over the years’™* By 1872, King Kamehameha V had added further land grantsto his inherited crown lands,
totaling his ownership to roughly 500 acresin Makiki.

Prior to 1890, the only personsliving on Tantalus included a Hawaiian man named Alakeaand a Hawaiian family
living near Pu'u 'Ualakaa (on the present ste of 'Nutridge'). Alakeabuih ahde on the Kdawahinetrail after
being banished to the mountain for an dtercation on the Honolulu waterfrontA™* E. B. Scott's book The Segaof
the Sandwich Idands has an 1889 picture of two carriages & a grassy turn-around aong the Tantdus road and
caims "awinding path led further up the singularly blesk mountainside to a scrub covered two-thousand-foot
ummit, passing a native grass shack and twin-doored privy on the ewa shoulder of the mountain.”

In April 1891, H.W. Schmidt, a Senator in the Kingdom's legidature, received a Royd Patent (Grant 3535) for
land on Tantalus from Queen Lili'uokalani. He paid $285 for twenty-one acres located in Poloke, between Pu'u
Kekeaand Pu'u 'Ohi'a, and built the first summer home called ‘Maluhia.' His desd contained aforty-foot right
of way provision for apublic road. In July 1901, Schmidt's thirteen-year old son, Paul, wrote an article for the
Pacific Commercid Advertiser about his experience living on Tantaus and mentions the development of the
road. "The building material hed to be carried up on the backs of Portuguese (sic), because there was no road.

o'Some Higory of Hawal'i Agriculture” May 10, 2006, hitp:Anvww.Hawai-iag.org higory .htm.
Irving Janking persond communication, July 6, 2006.

2'Y ent ad Capenter, 15.

2 MathaYeat ad Alan Capate, 15

23 Yat ad Capater, 10.

2 Lorin Gill, interview by Babara Shidder, March 17, 2006, Honolulu, Hawal'i.
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they medetheir own path up Makiki, then up to the top of the [Tantalus] ridge and through the forest now inthe
same place where the path was, isafine carriage road, mede by the government, and connected with
Honolulu."25 Persond interviews with local resdents indicate that until 1898 the Tantalus Road ended at the end
of Forest Ridge Way.26 Another early horsetrail camethrough Maundaha Valley, a Hawaiian ssttlement to the
south eedt, padt the Nutridge farm road, and beyond Pu'u 'Ualakaa on the right and Pu'u Kakea on the left to
reach the Schmidt residence.

Lorrin A. Thurston, Minister of Interior under King Kalakaua and apionear Tantaus resident, was credited with
conceiving and promoting the Tantalus Roed project.27 [,, 1891, Thurston authorized the construction of a
carriage road "6'-0" widewith an essy grade of 7%".

Congruction of the Tantalus road begen in 1892, an effort by the Kingdom of Hawai'i to provide access to
severd hundred acresof land for settlement "at an devation sufficient to enjoy an aimosphere as cool ad
bracing as isdedrable for asummer outing...the site [Tantalus] sdected is one of the best that can be found in
any near vicinity of Honolulu, within essy reach and having the beauteous advantage of overlooking the harbor
city and surrounding country."28 Two yearsprior, Sixty prominent citizens petitioned the Legidature for $17 500
for the construction of a carriage road to the top of Tantadus29 The petition guaranteed that monies received from
the subsequent sde of the government lots for residentia use would be adeguate to repay the Tressury The
resdential lots on Tantaus were surveyed and laid out in 1891 ™

The Biennia Report of the Minister of the Interior to the Legidative Assembly of 1892 datesthat the Tantalus
carriage road

"begins a the Punchbowl Road, forming ajunction with the same a the rear of the hill a an
eevation of about 285 feet, and follows a 5 grade up the ridge known as the forest ridge to the
narrow ridge, dividing Makiki from PauocaValley, a an eevation of about 1450 feet; then'around
the South Sope of Tantadlus and heed of the ravines leading into Makiki, to a point bv the Pond
just aboveSugar Loaf "3

"...from this on to the end of grade inthe vicinity of 'Sugar Loaf pond, a disgance of sy 4-/,0

miles, awide and good trail hes been opened on the road line, but which hes yet to be completed
a5 asubgtantid carriage road." 32

5 nanana i ehoolboy's Esssy on aForet Hare a Tantdus”" Pacific Commadd Advetiser Jly 1, 1901, 11

"Tantdus Drive: Honolulu's Soanic Wondarland." Paradise of the Padific morpmir "Qiay 117
2" "The Tantdus Road," Padific Commeadd Advatisr April 21 1891

Apririogsn OfHigtoric Haoes Muhiple Praperty Nomination Fom for Tantdus Resdences”

J DorisMoama Rowmland of Na Ala Hede Letter to Curt Cottrdl of Na Ala Hde (Honolulu: Sgptambber 16, 1997).
Biennid Report of the Minigter of the Interior to the Legidaive Assambly of 1892
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The project suffered asetback in 1892, when the Hawaiian Gazette reported that $4,500 for the completion of
Tantaus road was struck out of abill by the Minister of Finance. The editors gooke infavor of continuing the
work, emphasizing that severd lots were dreedy sold but that there were still very desirable government lots
higher up that would have acoessoncethe road iscompleted - "'to Sop now isto destroy prospect of adequiete
financial retum."™ They fiirther stressed that the Tantdus "suburb” was incomparable to any neighborhood in
Honolulu as far as climate and scenery is concerned.

The der Schmidt wroteto JamesA. King, the Minister of the Interior in 1894, just after construction on the
carriage road began, requesting that the "top of Tantalus be retained as a Public reservation and not be sold to
private parties. It isone of those landmarks dways visited by srangers and resdants"3™ The government agreed
to reserve sections S0 that the "characterigtic feetures of this delightful drivewill not lose its natura charm." ™

Tantaus was earning a reputation as an idyllic and favored locde for the summer residences of prominent
Honolulu families™* In 1897, J.G. Rothwell obtained a land patent (Grant 4425) from Sanford B. Dole, President
of the Republic of Hawai'i, for 1\2 acreswest of the Schmidt holdings. William R. Cadtle, founder of Cadtle &
Cooke, d=0 obtained title to land on Tantaus, including alarge tract in Kewao and severd lots in Poloke. The
latter he subssquently subdivided and sold between 1891 and 1902“* Notable Honolulu families, including the
Waterhouses, Cadtles, Dickeys, Hackfelds, Alexanders, Dillinghams, Gills and the Thurstons, begen to build
summer cottages on Tantalus. These early families planted ironwood trees as windbresks sSnce the mountain was
devoid of mature trees. Newspaper articles noted the significant improvement to the "delightful resort*™ with the
well-kept lawvns of edates bungdows, and cottages gppearing on the mountainside. And not only did the road
provide aocess to this scenic mountain ridge but the winding road itself, "when looked down on from above,
present(s) amogt intricate meze which addsto the charm of the place." ™

The continuing development of the carriage road was reported in the June 1898 issue of the Paradise of the
Pacific. "Myth of Mountain Tantalus':

*the road leavesthe road junction & rear of Punchbowl, rising with many long zigzags for over
six milesthen skirting dong the beseof the cone, and for amile or two further winding on a

3* "The Tantdus Roed," Hawaian Gazatte (Decamba 27, 1892).
M Magare Young, "Makiki Tantdus Sate Recregtion Ared' notes Honolulu, Februaty 21, 1990, Available on file with

Thros G. Thrum, pub., "A Handbodk of Info on méters rdating to the Hawaian Idands, Origind & sdedted of vdue
to mardhants tourigts ad others’ Hawaian Almenec & Annud for 1896, (Honolulu: Honolulu Rress 1895), 47.

Ealy landownas wae JG. Rathwdl, James Finney, Andrew Brown, Judge W.L. Wilcox, Judge Charles F. Paterson,
JF. Hackfdd, C. Durai & JF. Humburg, F. Harrison, A.V. Gear, Dr. C.B. Cooper, Judge A. W. Cata, May Forder, A.S.
Lovekin, L.A. Thurgon, Judge (later Governar) W.F. Frear, Charles H. Dickey, Mathaand Jodn Wetehouss, and WM
Giffard. Evdyn Frey, "Naiond Regder ofHistoric Haoes Multiple Propaty Nomination Fom for Tantalus Resdenoss”
April 1988. Avalladle on file with author.

Young, -Tantdus Higory."

Js W. Girvin. "Bregking New Trails" Padific Commedd Adveatiser. Sqtember 3. 1906,
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level, in and out among the hills, to nearly over ManoaValley. The middlie portion of the road
traverses abeautiful new forest of eucalyptus, wettle and other foreign trees. A little higher are

« '  wonderful interior views of the degp canyons and ridges. At every turn are new sections of the
glorious and ever expanding panorama of ocean and sky; of mountain, town and plain, including
large portions of the idand. But the richest part of the road above where it cuts through the upper
wildwood of ~oa and kukui, intermingled with luxuriant fern and wild ginger- all overhanging the
degp canyons. One is here in ancther world - cool, green, moit... it isalong and tedious climb to .
Tantalus, but oncethere, the lingering visitor will never regret or forget its romance and the
melancholy cadence of its winds""

The road to the foot of Mount Tantaus was completed in 1901-1902 with a six-foot wide bridle path continuing
beyond to Pu'u Kekea'"*' The project cost $17,705.33. Schmidt extended the main carriage road to his own
resdence. The road was further extended from the Schmidt's to the Waterhouse Edtate by Samud T. Alexander
as part of awedding present for his daughter, Martha Alexander and John Waterhouse. Their home, "Olindita"
was built in 1902 and was the first resdence on the hill to have a tdephone.

Tantalus road is mentioned in the letters and diary entries of Una Hunt Drage, ayoung girl from the Eagt Coed,
during her 1901 trip to Hawai'i. She described the German Club "built on a knee of Tantalus... with cement
tennis court jutting out in front like aprow of aship."*2 Drage noted that "if aball went 'out' itwould land in the
oceen or inthe heart of thecity... it ssamsaquesr extravagance when the Club House is extremdy primitive, for
they sy it cogt afortuneto haul the tons of cement on adonkey's back over the Zigzag trail."*»

In 1906, the Civic Federation of Honolulu brought Charles Mulford Robinson, awell-known civic adviser from
Rochester, New York for asurvey of sreets, parks and public worksin Honolulu. He recommended securing the
top of Tantdus for "the one great park for Honolulu that cities now are learning to sscure and savefor the people,
that they may get close to nature, forgetting the fences and survey lineswhich civilization hes thrown likea
network of prison walls upon the world."*"* _ -

By 1911, aTerritory of Hawai'i Survey mgp (Figure 4) shows the road continuing beyond the top curve toward
the Round Top sde and ending a the Waterhouse Egtate. The mgp shows the path of the origina Round Top
cariage route (by deshed ling, labded "Tantdus Auto Road") connecting to the terminus of Tantalus Drive.
Lorin Gill, who grew up on Tantalus, recdls, "In 1904 my father brought lumber up thistrail by pack horsss to
build the Wilder's house, h was fairly wide, like aweagon trail”. Drawninsolid lines of narrow width, the new
Round Top Drive followsthe generd contour of the original route but with more turns, perhgpsto achieve an
eader grade. The mep dso reveds another (dashed) route at the bottom of the ridge that continues into

™ Jangt Janings -Myth of Mountain Tantaus" Paradise of Pedific. June 1898, 83.

' A.N. Campbdl, "Tantdus Drive: Honolulu Soenic Wondeland," Paradise of the Pedific. Decambar 1926, 115.
"2 Drage 29.

M bid . nE e Ay

M Yaoung, "Mdkiki Tantdus Sate Recredion Area” .
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Maunaaha Valley (this route was eventudly discontinued). The map d<o illustrates the property plots of the
early landowners.

Historic photos inthe early 1900s from the top of Punchbowl show the devdopment of Makiki-Tantalus. In the
lower valley aren, largefishpondsare visible and there are relatively few buildings”*s Upper Tantalus was divided
into large resdentiad lotswith sizable houses within fenced cleared arees These resdences were located in the
Honolulu Watershed Forest Reserve, which was established in 1913 to protect the vital water supply of Honolulu
This reserve supplies some of the purest water inthe world and isconsdered a"vitally important source of the

city's atesan water supply."**

The Honolulu Advertiser reported: "Bidsfor the consfruction of what isto be known as Makiki dopes
(now Makiki Heights) road have been recaived."? However construction of the Makiki-Round Top road did not
began until 1913 during the adminigtration of Territoria Governor Water Frear (1907-1913). Frear, a Civil
Engineer by training, had apersonad dake in the project snce he held property a the top of TantaluL Round Top
Drive was completed in 1917 during Territorial Governor Lucius E. Pinkham's adminisfration (1913-1918) The
Superintendent of Public Works Annua Reprvf<! (SPW” from 1913, 1914-1915 and 1915-1916 reved the
progresson of "Makiki Sopes' road congruction with money initially expended on survey and inspection plans
specifications, sorm drains and wagons. In 1914, portions of the road were opened to automobiles a acogt of
some $4,000 to the City. Honolulu was fast emerging as a center of trangport and commerce and the Pacific
Commercia Advertiser, sated on April 10, 1914, that "every beauty soot of the idands' should be offered to
visitors of Hawai'i and "it would be an injustice as well as alossto the advertising of the idands to allow them to

depart without experiencing the grandeur of Tantdus"*#

The 1915 SPW report went into more depth about the road construction of "Makiki Round Top," revedling that
the portable quarters for the prisoners were greatly improving the construction gpeed of the road snce thetime
Soent bringing the prisoners back and forth from the prison was eiminated. The work on this road was performed
by prison labor - trudties - "a scheme that was proving to be satisfactory because it was of minima expense by
the government as well increasing the vaue of the government land of which the road pesses through."™ The
1916 SPW report noted that the Round Top Road was being condructed "as speedily as possible, such aroad [to
connect with Tantalus Road] being greetly nesded by the resdents of the city."50 The road is described astwenty
feet wide with agrade of 7% and congtructed out of cinder rock of volcanic formation, eight-inches thick that -
was widely available on the mountain ridge. The rock, agood subgtitute for water-bound macadam, "is proving to
be chegp as well as satisfactory."5> It was reported that the surface would be maintained by Territorial prisoners

Yet and Capante, 18
* AN. Campbdl, "Tantaus Drive: Honolulu Soenic Wonderland," Paradise of the Pecific. Decamber 1926, 115.

"Higoryfromour Fles™ The Honolulu Advetiser. Sgaambe 12, 1947.
" "Qupavigors in favor of opening Tantaus Roed," Peadific Commerdd Advertiser April 10 1914

5 SQupaintendat of Public Works "Makiki Round Top Roed' Report for 1916 9
Ibid o , it
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and congantly resurfaced with black volcanic sand readily available dong the roed52 The project cogt the
Territory around $ 12,000, a comparatively low cost, with the city contributing the use of some of its road-
building machinery.

With the completion of Tantalus and Round Top Drivesin 1917, the road was well established as the mogt
beautiful scenic drivein Honolulu and agreat tourist attraction. Magazine and newspgper articles touted the
exgpeto Tantaus-Round Top as aplace of meditation and "degant secluson reached by a picturesque winding
road with breathtaking curves but a perfectly safe highway."5" The summea homes on the mountain ridge were
conddered to be one of the most desireble residential areason the idand for their proximity to Honolulu, for
favorable climate and gardens, and for the panoramic views of the southern shore of O'ahu. Tantalus was dready
becoming an alluring locale for artists. Madge Tennent, Jules Tavemier, Howard Hitchcock, Alexander Scott,
Charles Barlett, Hue Luquiens and Shirley Russell are among the many artists that have depicted scenesof or
from Tantalus in their works™™

Tantalus Drive wes first paved in 1937 with the then enormous amount of $337,000 in federa funding from the
Works Progress Administration (WPA). hi September 1936, The Honolulu Star-Bulletin reported: "The Tantalus
Road improvement project, one of the largest of its kind to be undertaken herein recent years, will be completed
in about 10 days, ft extends from Pgpakoleain the Punchbowl district to what isknown as Hogsback a the
summit. The entire areaincluded in the improvement hes been macadamized. Work hes dready been sarted in
improvement of the highway a the other sde, and Mr. Locey (WPA administrator) said today that he hopes
eventudly to widen and pavethe entire remaining section."" Thiswork coincided with the federaly funded ; ~f.
Civilian Conservation Corps reforestation of Makiki Valley.

On December 7, 1941, Jgpan bombed the United States Naval facilitiesa Pearl Harbor on O'ahu. Governor
JamesB. Poindexter (1934-1942) proclaimed the idands under martial law and requested Generd Walter D.
Short to take over all normal powers of Governor. Throughout the duration of the Second World War all
resources went to the war effort and al improvements, including maintenance, of the Tantalus-Round Top road
careto a complete standstill. However, even during the war, Tantalus remained a popular drive as The Honolulu
Advertiser noted: "During the war the Drive was a meccafor servicemen and towns people alikewho hed a
gallon of gasoline and can, in 20 minutes, look out through silvery kukuis, crescent koa leaves, tree ferns and
knarled hau branches a an astounding panorama from Koko Heed to Wai'anae with the K o'olau Range behind
them inan idand-long svesp."™*

Charles Black, alifelong Tantalus resident, recounts that during the war Admiral Nimitz held weekly meetings
with his staff of 56 while walking the 10-mile Tantdus loop, taking advantage of the exercise and privacy

® Campodl.

B\ Franoesta Caleton Hawes -Tantdus”" Paradise of the Padific. January 1937, 15.

5 Artig Ligt. Honolulu Acadamy of Arts. 1ine 2006.

'5 "Tantdus Roed Nearly Finished,” Hondlulu Star-Bulletin. Sgatamber, 27, 1937.

8\ "Tantelus Soenic Drive Improvemantt Scheduled,” Honolulu Advertiser. April 28, 1947.
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afforded by the mountain5* He dso recalls, as ayoung child, watching the bombing of Pearl Harbor from the
Hogsback and the retreet of the Jgpanese planes as they flew information 100 feef above Tantaus. N

Just alittle over ayear after Jgpan smrendered in September 1945, repairs began on the neglected drive.
In April 1947, The Honolulu Advertiser wrote:

"Tantalus Drive, Oahu's 'skyline boulevard' with its bresth-taking panoramic vistas which was
devoid of mantenance during the latter years of the war, is now receiving the cooperative
attention of the Board of Agriculture and Forestry, the City and County of Honolulu and the
Outdoor Circle.

Half of Circle Drive, from Makiki Round Top to the Hogsback, nesds complete resurfacing. Bad
holes gopeer after every rain and the crew is now patching the potholes. The City and County
Road Department restored a five man maintenance crew to the drive last October and grest
improvement haes been noted in clearing brush, widening and intermittent patching. A few
months ago they couldn't even look out because neglected roadside growth hed shut out all the
views.

The [Outdoor] Circle planning committee has developed aplan to increesethe natura beauty of

the entire drive. The four gpproaches, through Pgpakolea, up Mott-Smith Drive past Roosevelt

High Schoal, up Makiki Heights Drive, and up Makiki Round Top from the fork a Makiki

Reservoir, are to become amess of plumeriainall its lustrous white and hybrid colors. Abovethe
plumeriaon Round Top Drive the Cup of Gold and Night-blooming Cereus plantings will be
sressad. Honey Suckle and other low ground coverings of asemi-wild nature will be used in the

turn aress” B , , .

During the war, the summit of Round Top was used as by the military as acinder quarry and the Board of
Agriculture and Forestry now proposad that the three-acre areabe turned into apark: "'A low barrier around the
edge, a grass surface, some shede trees and windbresk planting, and the residents of and visitorsto Honolulu
could, in 10 minutes, be nearly athousand feet abovethe City inan ided picnic and recregtional gpot unequaed
on the Leaward dde of Oahu for its panoramic view of ocean, city, and mountains.. ."5" Ten years later, in 1957,
this became Pu'u 'Uadakaa Sate Park, part of the Makiki -Tantalus Recregtion Area.

During the 1950s, with the aid of federal funding, O'ahu saw an increase in new road construction with the
widening, straightening and even elimination of old roads and the building of Hawai'i's first freeways and new
multi-lane highways. Tantdus-Round Top Drive benefited from benign neglect during this period, very probably
due to the few residents living dong the drive. The only substantid improverment to the drive was in 1953-4,

5' Chatles Bladk, pasord intarview with Barbara Shidder, March 20, 2006. Honolulu.
B "Tantdus Soenic Drive Improvament Scheduled,” Honolulu Advertiser. April 28, 1947.
8" "Higoryfromour Fles" Honolulu Advetiser. Sgaambe 12, 1947.
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when low curbside retaining walls and roadsde drainage culverts made from quaried basdt were built, where
needed, aong the length of the road. These were the last subgtantia additionsto this historic drive.

CURRENT STATUS s

Tantalus and Round Top Drives were built on public lands between 1892 and 1917 by the Kingdom, Provisional,
Republic and Territorial governments of Hawai'i. The ownership of the road remained with the Territory of
Hawai'i, and subsequently with the State of Hawai'i until 1993. The passege of Resolution 93-287 and Act 228
H.B. No. 1055 in 1993, transferred title to the City and County of Honolulu in nameand tax magp only snce a
metes and bounds survey does not exist. There was no actud exchange of deeds

Under Act 234, passed in 1957, the Tantalus-Round Top areawas zoned as a Conservation District with
conditional resdentid use in the State's land use classification sysem. The zoning regulations were designed to
prevent water pollution to the watershed areg, thereby restricting further residentia, commercid or agricultural
devdopment. The 2,000-acre Makiki State Recreation Areawas established in 1957 &s part of the State park
system. Thisrecregtiona areaconddts of a wayside park dong Makiki Heights Drive, an upper valley area from
waysde park to Pu'u'Ohi'a, and the Pu'u'Ualaka'a State Park Y >

Tantdus is home to around 900 residents with approximately 200 homesthat are not serviced by the municipal
wadewater sysem; there is no long-term plan to extend service to that area”™o 2000 Canausreports that the
neighborhood isan older one with 1957 as the median year for home congtruction. Mogt of the homesare higher
than 1,300 feet above s level. Property parces have been rdatively unchanged snce they were placed on the
market in late 1800s and early 1900s )

The drive provides access to a network of approximatedly fifteen trailsthat run throughout Makiki Valley andthe :
Tantalus-Round Top mountain range. Thesetrails, such as the Manoa Cliff Trail, Pu'u 'Ohi'aTrail, Judd Trail,
"AihuadamaTrail, and Nu'uanu Trail, offer the hiker respite from nearby urban Honolulu and an opportunity to
explore the verdant Tantalus forest, as well as some panoramic views of Diamond Heed and the Wai'anae range.
Many of the exigting hiking trailsare thought to be the result of old horsetrailsfrom both the deforestation and
reforestation days. Of historical note, the lower portion of Maunaaha Trail and apath that runs dong the
Maundaha (est) sde of Moleka Streem traces the path of the old carriage road built by G.M. Herring that begins
a the a the Forestry Baseyard near the convergence of Kanedole and Moleka Streams.

The road is popular with cyclists, hikers, runners, birdweatchers and motorcycle clubs (identified on one website
as one of the best scenic routes for amotorcycledrive).N' The Tantalus Community Association hes been very
active in the clearing of the invasive and non-native vegetation and engaging in quarterly roadsde deaenups ad

0 4M Inventory Fhese Report Executive Summary, Chgater 2.
A wwww.matorcydercedsus roedshi rid.html. Accesssd May 11, 2006.
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‘workdays." Vehicular goeeding is a problem, as the hairpin curves and the length of thismountain road present a
challenge irresistibleto recregtiond drivers. Heavy rainfall and strong winds often causefalling trees, forcing
road closures. There have been efforts by the City to put up warning Sgnsand re-gtripe roads, all toward making
the road safefor drivers.

ALTERATIONS o WA

There have bean relatively minor dterations to Tantalus-Round Top Drive outsde the period of significance
(1890 - 1954). Masonry and concrete sivales and rolled agphdt curbswere ingaled in the mid 1950son the
downsde of turns and dongsde the edge of lookouts. A few short segments of metd guardrail were ingtalled
over the past few decades Smdl numbers dgns (with displays such as 252+00) were positioned by the City in
2005 to help identify stretches of the road for maintenance crews. Contemporary goesd sgns, reflectors, and
traffic dgns are found & intervas on the road. The mile and half-mile marker pogswere ingtaled by the Tantdus
Community Association in 2000. At certain lookouts, short wooden or meta posts are placed to define the limit
of the lot- some particularly the metd poles at the large Pu'u 'Ohi'a Trailhead parking were installed to deter
night-time parking and impede trash dumping.

-Mi
fly.
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Narrative Statement of Significance .

osr'-
Tantdus-Round Top Drive fulfills Criteria A, B and C of the National Register of Historic Places; the road represents a
significant and distinguishable entity in the historical development of the city of Honolulu. The road retains historic
integrity initsorigina road adignment, narrow lanes, undeveloped shoulders, and spectacular setting above the city. The
minimal aterations over the past ninety years have not only preserved the historic character of the road, but have dso
hdped to maintain the natural and scenic qualities of the rura Tantalus community. .

Criterion A: Thedevelopment of Tantalus-Round Top Drive spanned the five successive governments of Hawai'i. The
roadway served the sale and development of residential lots along the route, and provided vehicular access for a well-
used scenic drive enjoyed by tourists and residents alike. By providing an overview of the city, construction of the road
contributed to the emergence of civic prideinthe citizenry of Honolulu duringthe late-nineteenth and early-twentieth
centuries. --cfy ='r . y

At the turn of the eighteenth century, Oahu was becoming the new center of commerce and trade in the idands. The
discovery of the only navigable harbor in al of the idands on the south shore of O'ahu in 1793, led to the subsequent
growth of Honolulu as an economic, political and socia powerhouse™ From the harvesting of the native forestson
Tantdus inthe early nineteenth century and the subsequent reforestation initiated by the Kingdom, and later the
Territory's, Forestry Programs to the opening of the mountain for recregtiond and resdentia uss, the development of the
mountain road paraldsthe gradua modernization of Hawai'i. The devdopment and use of the road extended through
five governments from the Kingdom of Hawai'i (1810-1893), to the Provincia Government (1893 to 1894), the Republic
of Hawai'i (1894 to 1900), and the Territory of Hawai'i (1900 unfil 1959), and finally the State of Hawai'i when the
idands were admitted as the Fiftieth Sate of the United States of Americain March 1959. Each government hes deemed
the mountain road significant enough to dedicate time and money to its maintenance and growth. Tantadlus and Round
Top Drivesrepresant a pattern of road development that transformed old trailsand carriageways into roedsthat could be
eadly negotiated by the automobiles that were introduced to the idands in the early twentieth century M

The opening of theroad in the 1900s allowed Honolulu's prominent families to purchase resdentid lotsthat werein
close proximity to town, with acool comfortable climate and stunning scenic gpped. The first summer homesbuilt in this
highly desired resort included the Waterhousgs 'Olindita(1902); Senator CH. Dickeys 'Kuahiwi (1906); Mary
Alexander's 'Paliuli' (1907); the Wilder home 'Mehemanuaa, designed by architect Tom Gill (1908); the Campbdl's
'‘Kalaukoa (1917); and David Little Withington's " The Camp" (1918). The Davies, Judd, Dillingham, Bishop, Castle,
and Thurgton familiesdso had summer homeson Tantalus. Governor Walter Freer maintained a large estate on the
mountain. 1n 1928, Thomeas Gill congructed a home, called 'Wao'ala' on Tantaus and became one of the first year-round
resdents. Many of these historic grand resdences are still intact dong Tantalus and Round Top Drivesand severd
current resdents can claim resdency back to the Kingdom's Roya Patents There are no other mountain ridge residentia
devdlopments in Honolulu that compare to Tantalus-Round Top - the scenic drive, the aocess by a curvilinear road that
followsthe natura topography, and the depth to which the road reeches into the valley, compounded by the 5ze of many
of the properties is unique. Severd homes are currently listed on the National Register of Historic Flaces as part of the

2 Gavan Daws Shod of Time A Higory of the Hawaian Idands (Honolulu: University of Hawal'i Rress 1968), 37.
&3 Relph Kuykenddl, The Hawaiien Kingdom. 1854-1874. Vol. 2 (Honolulu: Universty of Hawai'i Press 1953), 23.
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Multiple Property Nomination Form for "Tantalus Residences'. ‘Nutridge' in Pu'u 'Ualakaa State Park is dso
individualy listed on the National Regiger as the first macadamia nut farm in Hawai'i.

The Tantdus-Round Top Drive isa popular desfination for both visitorsand resdents for its scenic vidas and the
experience of driving through the lush forest-scepe s dose to urban Honolulu. Asearly as 1820 O'ahu's landmarks
were dready well established, many historical accounts goesk of the beaches of WakTKT and Diamond Heed the flat
Honolulu plains. Barber's Point and the mountains of Wa'anee64 The proliferation of literature from the time the road
was congructed reveds its significance as an eedy tourigt attraction of Honolulu. Tantaus is described as one of
"Hawai'i's best cards- miles of the lovdiest scenery flanking an excdlent driveway that windsthrough cool forests of
koa, kukui and eucalyptus." The road provided accessto the cool mountains for Honolulu's citizens and "makes available
this veritable garden gpot, with its striking panorama of Honolulu and environs"65 The road is atesament to the civic
pride evident m the citizenry of Honolulu a the beginning of the twentieth century. "From Tantaus it isthat the
Honolulan may redlly s his city; obtain an indelible impresson ofits great length sprawled out from Koko Heed to
Barber s Pomt; and ofits breadth stretching from the verdure-clothed dopesto the blue ocean, south and west. One mugt
view Honolulu from Tantalus to serioudy gppreciate itsSze, itsorderliness, itswonderful coloring."66

Criterion B: The congtruction of the road is associated with severa prominent Honolulu citizens, among them Lorrin A
Thurston, Henry Hackfield, Governor Wdter Frear, and H.W. Schmidt.

Lorrin Andrews Thurston (1858-1931), was the grandson of Asaand Lucy Thurgton, membersof the 1820 pioneer
company of missonanesto Hawai'i. Bomin Honolulu, he played an instrumentd role in the transformation of Hawai'i
from a sovereign congtittitional monarchy into aterritory of the United States. As owner and publisher of The Honolulu
Advertiser, Thurston enthusiagtically promoted Hawai'i as atourist destination and was a firm proponent of public parks
Hewas insrumental m the establishment of Hawai'i Volcanoes National Park on the Idand of Hawai'i and Haleskada
National Park on Maui.67 Thurston was the driving force behind government road construcfion to the volcano on Hawai'i

and Tantaus on O'ahu.

A Nt e - e "NeyHackfdd (1815-1887) of Hackfeld and Co., Samud Northrup Cadtle
(1808-1894) of Cadlle and Cooke, and Samud Thomas Alexander (1836-1904) of Alexander and Baldwin Hackfeld
Cadle, and Alexander were founding mambers of three of the five sugarcane corporations known &s the "Big Five' that
completely dominated idand life economicaly, politically, and socialy throughout the Territorial era and into the earlv

years of Statehood.

Among these leeders, Hackfeld in particular promoted Tantalus as arecregtiona destination by building aretreat for the
' German Club" on his Kalai'opua Flace property. The German Club was alarge socid organization founded in 184
during the reign of King Kamehameha |11 and mede up of prominent members of the szable and influential German
community in Honolulu. Hackfeld's managing director, H.W. Schmidt buih the first houseon Tantdus 'Maluhia’ in

& Meyans Vviii.

& -Tantdus Drive Honolulu's Soanic Wondaland' Paradise of the Padific. Deoamba 1928,
& "Tantdus Drive Honolulu's Soenic Wondarlland' Paradise of the Padific Decarba 1928,
& A. Grove Day, Higory Mekasof Hawa+. (Honolulu: Munid Publishing, 1984) 121.
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1892. Hisgranddaughter, Margaret Smith Y oung (1905-1993) was a long-time Tantalus resident and founder of the
Hawai'i Nature Center a the Makiki State Recredtion Area.

Many of these early Tantalus resdents held various offices inthe Hawaiian government. Schmidt was a Senetor in the
Hawaiian legidature. Hackfeld served as consul in Hawai'i for Germany, Norway, and Swveden and was a charter
member of the Honolulu Chamber of Commerce. During the monarchy, Lorrin A. Thurston served in the House of
Representatives, House of Nobles, and was gppointed Minister of the Interior. C e

Criterion C. The congruction of the road between 1892 and 1916 isatransportation achievement, as the County
engineers, private contractors and prison trusties improved the old trail/carriage road system. Tantdus-Round Top Drive
is arare remaining example of a rura/scenic roadway corridor winding through the forest reserve adjacent to Honolulu's
primary urban core. Other examples, such as the Nu'uanu-Pali Road, have been dtered by urban development and the
congtruction of modem highways dong the origina dignments. Features of the Tantalus-Round Top roadway, such as
masonry wallsand curbs, are significant for their use of vernacular materids, in this casebasdt or "lava rock.”

The Tantalus-Round Top Drive isone of the lagt examples of forested landscapein the city of Honolulu. The integrity of
the road hes been sudained over the years. Historic photos, during and after constmction, indicate that the mgtic
character of the road hes undergone relatively few minor changes. Current vegetation reveds the historic use of Makiki
Vdley - the deforestation and then the reforestation and establishment of exotic vegetation. The lavarock wallsalong
certain dretchesof both Tantaus and Round Top date from the road's historic period of congmction. Basdtic rock
culverts, concrete lined gutters and rolled agphdt curbs are examples of typical road treetments inHawai'i during the
early twentieth century. With the exception of a few dretches of metd guardrail and traffic Sgns, the road's present-day
gopearanceisvery similar to itsorigina gopearance. Today atrip dong the Tantalus-Round Top Drive providesan
opportunity for amotorist to enjoy what excursionists would have ssen in 1917. The road provides spectecular scenery,
with views of Honolulu's natura beauty: verdant mountains and valeys, coastd dretches, and oceen vidtas.



NPS Form 10-900-a  : " . OMB No. 1024-0018
(889

United States Department of the Interior A
National Park Service '

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES ' A

CONTINUATION SHEET e '

Sections Page 1 Tantalus - Round Top Road o
O'ahu, Hawai'i

IVIgor Bibliographical References n

Alvarez, Patricia. Historic Bridge Inventory and Evaluation: Island of Hawai 'i. Prepared for the State of Hawai'i,
Department of Trangportation, Highways Division in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Transportation,
Federd Highways Administration, Honolulu, 1987b.

Alexander, W.D. surveyor. Hawaiian Govemment Survey. "Map of Makiki Valley." 1873.

Alexander, W.D. surveyor. "Map of the Sate of Kamehameha 'V in Pavag, Waikiki." 1874.

Black, Charles. Interview by Barbara Shidder of Mason Architects. March 20, 2006.

Campbell, Marston. Hawai'i Territory Survey. "Makiki Valley Section." 1911. -y-'-X.

Cox, Thomas. "The Birth of Hawaiian Forestry: A Web of Influences," presented a XV I Pacific Science Congress,
Honolulu, May 27-June 2, 1991.

Daws, Gavan. Shod of Time, A History of the Hawaiian Idands. Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press, 1968.
Day, A. Grove. History Makers of Hawai'i: abiographicd dictionary. Honolulu: Mutual Publishing, 1984.

Drage, Una Hunt. Hawai'i Deluxe, compiled from her own diary and letters in 1901. Honolulu: Honolulu Star Bulletin.
1952.

Frey, Evelyn. A Collection of Tantaus Memories. Unpublished manuscript for the Tantalus Community Association,
1987.

Gill, Lorin. Interview by Barbara Shidder of Mason Architects. March 17, 2006. , .-

Griffiss, Townsend . When you go to Hawai'i. Youwill nead this Guide to the Idands. Cambridge: Riversde Press
1930.

Hawai'i (Territory). Biennia Report of the Minister of the Interior to the Legidative Assembly of 1892, Superintendent
of Public Works. Report for 1913, 1914, 1915 and 1916.

Hawaiian Gazette. December 27, 1892. tyA
Honolulu Advertiser, various dates. - /

Honolulu (City and County). Department of Planning and Permitting. 4M Inventory Phese Report Executive Summary.
Honolulu: 2003.



NPS Form 10-900-a '
(8-86) oA . OMBNo 1024-0018

United States Department Of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section 9 Page2 Tantalus- Round Top Road
O'ahu, Hawai'i

Honolulu (City and County). Red Property Tax Assessment Office. Property mgasfor section 2-5.

Honolulu Star-Bulletin, various dates. ,

1
() ® —~
Jenkins, Irving. Conversetlonswnh Barbara Shidder of Mason Architects, various dates. >V
AA'O6T Polvnesian Kingdom to American State Englewood Cliffs: Prentice Hall,

Kuykendall, Ralph. The Hawaiian Kingdom. 1854-1874 Vol. 2. Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press 1953, t
Meyen, FJF. A Botanist's Visit to O'ahu in 1831. Kailua- Pres® Parifipi. iQg] >
PacificCommercial Advertiser. April 21, 1891;July 1, 1901; September 3, 1906, April 10, 1914. ' f
Paradise of the Pacific. June 1898; December 1926; June 1898; January 1937. AT
Peterson, Jennie. Interview hy Barbara Shidder of Mason Architects. March 22 2006

."Brief History of Makiki-Tantalus'; www.tantausws/tantalushhistorv.ntmL  acocessed April 25, 2006. :
N m 1

Pukui, Mary Kawenaand SE. Elbert. Hawaiian Dictionary. Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press, 1986.

Pukui® Maily Kawena, SE. Elbert and E.T. Mookini. Face NamesofHaw.i'i Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press

Thmm, Thros G, pub. "A Handbook of Info on mattersrelating to the Hawaian Idands, original and sdected of vadue to
merchants, tourists and others' Hawaiian Almanac & Annua 1895 Honolulu: Honolulu Press, 1895.

U.Slng&iated Sates Geologica Survey. Topographic Map of Honolulu, Makiki Valley, Hawai'i. Washington, D.C: USGS
Yent, Martha and Alan Carpenter. State of Hawai'i, Department of Land and Natural Resources "Archaeologicd Survev
of Proposed State Park Aressin Makiki Valley and Pu'u 'Uadakaa. Honolulu: 1994.

Yent, Martha and Jason Ota. Sate of Hawai'i, Departmem of Land and Naturd Resources. "Archaeologicd Field Survey
of Maklkl Valey, the Kanedole Sfream and Moleka Stream Systems Makiki, Kona, O'ahu.” Honolulu: 1990.

Young, Margaret. "Tantdus History," and "Tantdus State Recregtion Area." Tak to Tantalus Community Association
Honolulu: March 31, 1990.



NPS Fomi 10-900-a
(8-86)

OMB No 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Setion 10 Tantalus - Round Top Road

Pael
: O'ahu, Hawai'i

Geographical Data
UTM References

The coordinates for Tantalus-Round Top Drive form an undaosed Ste gpproximeated by the following line ssgments

=

Mile Marker 1.5

2 Mile Marker 2.0
3. Mile Marker 2.5
4. Mile Marker 3.0
5. Mile Marker 3.5
6. Mile Marker4.0
7. Mile Marker 4.5
8. Mile Marker 5.0
9. Mile Marker 5.5
10. Mile Marker 6.0
11. Mile Marker 6.5
12. Mile Marker 7.0
13. Mile Marker 7.5
14. Mile Marker 8.0

Zone Easting Nortliing
04-235777-621220
04-235812-621420
04-235858-621660
04-235878-621760
04-235890-621850
04-235910-622040
04-235925-622500
04-235920-623080
04-235865-623000
04-235825-622780
04-235795-622740
04-235777-622780
04-235755-622580
04-235730-622320
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Figure 3: 1873 Survey Map of Makiki Valey by W.D. Alexander (full 9ze mgp atached).

MAP or

'_j*yy/\_f N /\i m"/\

— —3r."e

OMB No. 1024-0018



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service *

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section 11 Peoe 4 Tantalus - Round Top Road
O'ahu, Hawai'i

Figure 4: 1911 Hawai Territory Survey Map, Makiki Valey Section (full 9ze mgp atached).
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Figures 5and 6: Kukui treesalong Tantalus Road, 1905 (Alonzo Gartley, Bemice P. Bishop Museum)
Tantalus Road, ca. 1907(7.5. Wilson, Bemice P. Bishop Museum)
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Figures7and 8: Diamond Head from Tantalus, ca. 1900-1910 (Alonzo Gartley, Bemice P. Bishop Museum)
Diamond Head from Tantalus, 2006 (Mason Architects, Inc)
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Figures9and 10: Tantalus [view to 'Ewa], 1926 (photographer unknown, Bemice P. Bishop Museum)
Tantalus, \iewto'Ewa, 2006 (Mason Architects, Inc.)
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Figures1land 12.  Paving Round Top Road, ca. 1916 (Hawaii State Archives)
Paving Round Top Drive, ca. 1926 (Williams Studios, Hawaii State Archives)
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Figures 13and 14: Tantalus, 1901 (Una A. Clark, Private Collection)
Picnic atPu'uKakea, \9li (Hedemann?, Bemice P. Bishop Museum)
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Figuresl5and 16. Mile Maker 15
Honolulu Watershed Forest Resarve Sgn

Fgures 17 and 18:  "Hogdadk", neer Mile Maker 4.0

Baddt (lavarock) retaining wall a Hogsoadk.
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Figures19and 200  Bamboo forest, near origind Schmick Edate, Mile Marker 50 - 55
Basdt curbing, neer Mile Marker 50

Figures2land 222 Hondlulu Watershed Forest Resave, Mile Marker 80
View from Manca Vdley overlook.
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1. Name of Prooertv

higaric neme TANTALUS - ROUND TOP ROAD

other nemegste numoe Tantalus Drive; Round Top Drive

2. Location

drest & numbe Tantdus Drive; Round Top Drive nat for pudication N/A
city or town Honolulu vidnity Makiki

state Hawai'i ade HI county Oahu code 001 Zip coce 96822

3. State/Federal Agencv Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this nomination
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places
and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property meets does not
meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant nationally . _ statewide locally. (
See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)
Signature of commenting or other official P*te o '

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby certify that this propenty is: signature of Keeper Date of Action

entered In the National Register

See continuafion sheet.
determined eiigible for the National Register

See confinuatlon sheet.
determined not eligible for the

National Register

removed from the National Register

. other (explain):
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TANTALUS- ROUND TOP ROAD
Hondulu County, HI
National Regiger ofHistoric Places- Return Comments

The current documentation is being returned for technical revisons. The basic documentation meds the
requirements for Nationa Regigter listing and gpprova will be completed upon correction of the items
noted bdow and resubmission of the nomination to the National Regider.

Location "y A
The correct County and County Code should read: Honolulu 003

Classification

Singular roadways and linear trangportation features are normdly categorized as  Structures.

When the nominated property is presented as a Single resource the correct Category of Property should
reed as Structure rather than district, and the contributing resource should be revised from dte to structure
aswell. If theindividua features of the property (culverts, retaining walls, pull-outs, landscaping, €tc.)
were al caled out and identified as individua contributing resources then district would be an gppropriate
categorization, but this nomination treatsthe property as asingle linear resource or system.

Description

The current narrative should clearly establish that while the genera configuration of the roadway (curving
roadway following the rugged topography with the use of switchbacks, hairpins, and ridgdlineroutes) hes
remained largdy unchanged since 1892—1917, the physica materids and engineering of the road surface
hes clearly evolved and reflects much later engineering technology. [Physical construction of the road
occurred between 1892 and 1917, and the roadway is essentidly unadtered from thistime. [7.1] (7). The
submitted photographs gppeer to show otherwise]  Since the nomination is being presented under
National Regiger Criterion C it isimportant that the description narrative highlight exactly what
"enginearing” agpectsof the roadway sysem are deamed significant. 1t would seam that the macro scde
qudlities of the property that have remained condant (see above) are the mog significant and represent the
mog dramatic agpedts of trangportation engineering, while the specific modem era paving dements
represent less unique agpects from an engineering perspective. (There are plenty of early historic roads
that have been paved over inlater times. They are not al necessxily eligible. What makesthis property a
unique engineering accomplishment isthe path it takes and how this was accomplished to creste not only
an effective trangportation link, but aso an aegthetic landscgpethat harmonized with the naturd
topography and took advantage of those features to cregte a unique recregtional resource) While thisis
well presented in the significance satement, it should be augmented by the description narrative as well.

Significance

The Level of Sgnificance should berevisedtoread.- local.

The current narrative presantsthe roadway within the context of Honolulu history, which reflectsthe
appropriate leve of sgnificance for the resource. Inorder tojustify agate leve of sgnificance additiona
historic context regarding public road building in the Sate would be necessary.

The Period of Significance on the cover form should be revised to read: 1892—1954, as described and
justified in the narrative. Sddom will mere continued fiinction be suitable grounds for taking aperiod of <
significance up to the present.

National Regiger Criterion B isnot sufficiently justified and should be dropped from the nomination; as
should the names of the four Significant Personson the cover form.  While the individuals noted were all



assodiated in various ways with the development of the roadway, noneof their individua contributions to
the project riseto the level of National Regiger sgnificance. For many, their efforts to havethe road
completed had more to do with providing acoess to their residentid |ots and the larger devdloped Tantdus
community than with the nominated resource and the establishment of a unique recrestiona festure.
Similarly, the creation of the roadway project gopears to have been but aminor agpect of mogt of their
caregrsand accomplishments in Hawaii. The maefact that the individuas instrumentd in the
deveopment of the road were significant in other un-rdated fieldsis not sufficient to merit National
Regider listing this property under Criterion B. Justification under Criterion B will dwaysrequirea
careful evauation of the specific contributions of the individuas and an andyss of which properties best
convey their mog significant contributions. The current narrative regarding those individual s assodiated
with the road project can be retained in the nomination to support Criterion A and providea fiiUer
undergtanding of the higtoric development of the areg, but the headings and references to Criterion B
should be deleted. A - '

Theonly National Regiger-listed property within the generd vicinity of the nominated roadway isthe Van
Tasd House The Tantdus Residences MPS cited in the narrative hes not yet been gpproved or accepted
by theNPS. The narrative should be revised to acknowledgethis.

Criterion A. The nomination should be dightly more focused on documenting the significance of the
roadway as an important tourist/recreationa route and civic amenity. Asagand done entity the roadway
and itsunique position in the landscape readily conveys that agpect of its historic use and significance.
Even if the adjacent homeswere removed, this agpect of the property's significance could till be
conveyed. Onthe other hand, the roadway's significance as acomponent of the development of a unique
resdential endave of affluent summer homesis much less sscure without the inclusion of the resdentia
resources directly assodiated with that history. "There are no other mountain ridge residential
devdopments in Honolulu that compare to Tantalus Road-Round Top... compounded by the size of many
of the properties isunique.” [8.1]. This type of Satement gopears to point moreto the eligibility of the
entire resdentia development rather than just the acoess road. You wouldn't list amore typical residentia
neighborhood soldly by nominating the acoess road. By itsdlf, the Tantalus roadway perhgps best conveys
the significant characteridtics of a scenic, recregtiond drive. It may be possible by simply massaging the
narrative dightly to emphasizethis agpect of the property's significance under Criterion A.

Geographical Data ' *w

The Verbad Boundary Description and Judtification gatements should clarify that this nomination indudes
the roadway done and not the devedoped private parcds dong the route, nor the landscaping/naturd
features. Itisaright to note these as important characterigtics of the setting, but it should be dear that the
nominated digible resource is defined as the roadway proper.

It isundear what ismeant by the term "unclosed site It may be gppropriate to note that the roadway is

not acontinuous loop road, but al NR boundaries must define "cdosad sites” They have afixed beginning
and end point and bounds aong the length of the entire route. Perhgps the term "linear resource’ should
be ussd to replace "undosed site”  If the width of the right of way cannot be givenin theverbal

boundary description because it doesnot remain condant, perhgpsit isworth adding the following phrese
to the end of second santence ... The parcd includes the road, lookouts, culverts, retaining wallsand
curbs within the public right of way, the varying width of which isnoted in the narrative description.”

TheU. T.M. Coordinates provided with the nomination did not contain the full number of characters The
Northing vaues should eech have 7 digits.  In addition, no acreege was provided for the property.



Photographic Documentation

Digital photographs must be accompanied by a CD-R containing the dectronic .tiff-format images dong
with aphotograph log sheat for inclusion with the nomination. (See NR photo policy for specific details:
http://Mmww.nps.gov/lustorv/nr/publications/bulleting/photopolicv/index.htm )

If you have questions regarding these comments, please contact me directly a the number listed below.

Paul R. Lusada/i, Historian Dae
(for) Kegper of the National Regiger
(202) 35f 2229 s\nlus\tantalusrtn
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Ttlis form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instruclg%bw to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of ProDartv

higaic rame TANTALUS- ROUND TOP ROAD

aher namesste numoer Tantdus Drive; Round Top Drive

2. Locdion

dreg & rurtbe  TantdusDrive; Round Top Drive nat for pubdication N/A
aty o toamn Honolulu vidnity Makiki

date Hawal'i acke HI aouty Honolulu axcke 003 Zp aode 96822

3. SaeFedad Aaencv Cetification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this ~ nomination
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Reojster of Historic Places
and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property _>"L meets does not
meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant nationally statewide _x_ locally. (
See,,eaiiitiduation sheet for additional comments.)

A f certifying official Date

STATE OF HAWAII HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. (. See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I, hepatJycertify that this property is: ny' Signature of Keeper"r  "AyMy Date of Action
(*Entered in the National Register ( / /
See continuation sheet. — "

. determined Bligible for the Nafigndl Regiseer ' !
See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Register
removed from the National Register

other (explain):



USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Name of related multiple property listing
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
private
X public-local N/A
public-State
public-Federal Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing
Category of Property 0 0 buildings
(Check only one box) Q 0 sites
bullding(s) 1 0 structures
district o H= 0 objects
site 1 0 Total
X structure
object

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register 0

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Transportation Sk Roadrdaed (vehicular)

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Transportation Sk Road-rdaed (vehicular)

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation N/A

OTHER/ Paved Roadwav o N/A
wadls N/A

aha conaretle masonry (basdlt); agohdt paving

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Se continuation shegts
8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose

{Mark "x" In one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property components lack individual distinction.
for National Register listing)

. D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information

_A Property is associated with events that have made a important in prehistory or history.
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history. o1

. B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method ot construction or represents the
work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or



USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form
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Honolulu, Hawaii

Criteria Considerations !
(Mark "X" in all the tX)xes that apply.) .

Property is: o e
A owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

. B removed from its original location.
.C abirthplace ora grave.
Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)

ENGINEERING
TRANSPORTATION
SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance

1892-194

Significant Dates

1891-1902 Tantalus Roed condruction
1913-1917 Round Top road congruction
1937 - Works Progress Adminigration paving
ca 195354 - Repaving and roeddde drainege
improvements

Page 3
.D acemetery.
. E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
. Facommemorative property.

.G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder
(designer/engineer) county engineers

(builder) county employees private
contractors, and prison labor (trusties)

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Se continuation sheats

9. Major Bibliographical References

N !

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Se continuation dheds

Previous documentation on file (NPS)
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested.
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Suney #
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 19.7 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Primary Location of Additional Data
X State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency *
Federal agency y.'
_X_Local government . '
University
X Other (Name of repository): Hawai'i State
Archives, Hawai'i Sate Library; Bishop Museum;
Hawai'i Nature Center; State Department of

Trangportation
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

1 3 Ly Ay . 'y
2 4

X See continuation sheet. LR - t

Verbal Boundary Description

The nominated property is a lineer resouroe gopraximeted by the line ssgmants identified by the UTM  coordinetes
lisled on the continuation sheet. The nomination indudes the roedway and right-of-way proper, but naither the
developed private parcds dong the route nor landscaping or naturd feetures outdde the right-of-way, dthough
they remain important characterigtics of the setting. Thisparcd indudes the roed, lookouts culvarts, retaning
walls and aurtas within the pubdic right-of-way, the varying width of which is noted in the narative destription. The
boundaries of the nominated didtrict begin & the 15 Mile Marker on Tantelus Drive and ed a the 80 Mile
Marker on Round Top Drive.

Boundary Justification

The boundary encompesses, but does not exceaad, all of the property that hes been historically assodated with
Tantadus and Round Top Drives. The beginning and end points of thisdigtrict were determined by the
demarcation of the Board of Water Supply sysem and the Tantalus community's private water catchment
sydem. Thissedtion of road holds the grestest historic integrity and character and hes been rdatively undtered
ance the road was completed in 1917. The boimdary isfiirtherjustified by the rurd character of thisportion of
the road in comparison to the lower section doser to urben Honolulu.

11. Form Prepared By

remefite Adtrid Liverman, PhD, Ming-Yi Wong and Barbara Shidder, AIA

agenizaion Mason Architects, Inc. cee 5/28/09 f.
dred & b 119 Merchant S&ed, Suite 501 tdgdoe (808)536-0556
atyortown Honolulu dae Hawal'i Zp ake 96313

Additional Documentation

Submit the following Items with the completed form: >,
Continuation Sheets %
Maps . -t e VAR

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) Indicating the property's location.
A sl(etch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative blacl< and white photographs of the property.

Additional items

(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

rare City and County of Honolulu, Department of Trangportation Sarvices

dred & numbe 650 South King Street tdgdoe (808)527-6976
atyortown Honolulu dete HI Zp axk 96813
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Narrative Decription

The Tantdus-Round Top road isa 10-mile drive that begins neer the entrance to Puowaing, dso known as
Punchbowl Crater and hometo the "National Memoarid Cametary of the Pacific." The roedway dimbs Tantaus
Drive dong the Kdawahine ridge batwean Pauca and Makiki Valeys and then desoands dong Round Top Drive
on the ridgelinking Pu'u 'Ohi'a(Mount Tantdus), Pu'u Kakea (Sugarloaf) and Pu'u 'Udakaa (Round Top); then
pad Maundaha Valley Roed to Makiki Sregt near the Archie Baker Mini Park. The bounderiesfor the proposd
historic structure begin & the 15 Mile Marker on Tantalus Drive near the "Honolulu Watershed Forest Resarve
sgn and the Board of Water Supply reservoir that marks the limit of the public water sysem. The gructure ends a
the 80 Mile Marker on Round Top Drive near the Manoa Vdley Overlook and the Board of Water Supply
ressrvoir on the Pu'u 'Ualakda hillside.

The proposad higtoric gructure indudes the road, lookouts, culverts, retaining wals and curbs dong the

shoulder and encompesses the entire public road right of way. The period of significance isfrom 1890, when

resdents of Hondulu petitioned the Kingdom of Hawai' i for a carriagerced to thetgp of Tantalus until

goproximately 1964 when the present roadd de drainage improverments were completed. -

Tantdus-Round Top Drive retainsitshigtoric integrity and character in its location, dignment, design, setting and
asodidion. Phydcd condruction of the road occurred between 1892 and 1917, and significant agoedts of the
roedway remain truetotheir origina congtruction. Despite certain dianges in materids and enginesring of the
aurface itself the curvilinear road dramaticaly demondrates contemporary trangportation enginesring by
incorporating rugged topogrgphy through the use of switchbacks, hairpins, andridgelineroutes As such, the road
represents not only an effective trangportation link, but en aesthetic landscape in harmony with the natural
environment. The road arguably took advantege of topography in Such amanner as to aregte a unique recregtiond
resource. Due to subsaquant re-surfacing, specific paving isarguably lessunique, while culverts, pull-offs, walls,
and other features dete prior to 1964 and are conddered contributing festures. No subgtantid dhanges have
occurred dnce that date. The roadway varies from 14 feet to 30 feet wide, getting narrower as it reeches the forest
reserve surrounding Pu'u 'Ohi'a (Tantaus peek). The road hes been widened and the shouldersimproved in short
dretches but it remains winding and narrow dong the mgjority of its length.

Amongg the, specific historic engineering fegtures that characterize this roedway are lavarrock guard walls, some
dating to the road's earliest condruction and extant in meny locations, particularly in the "Hogdoack™ region neer
Mile Marker 4.0. Only afew ged w-beam rails have bean ingaled more recently. Conarete and lavarrock

(basdt) mesonry culverts are contributing dements congructed in the 1950s dong portionsof the roed to alow
for gorm water drainage. Conddent with itsrural character, there are no paved sdewaks or light pales dong the
roadway. The tdgphone and dectricity linesdo not typically follow the route of the road but trace the shortet
digance from the bottom of the ridge to the resdentid area at top. There are few Sde dregts or roeds off the man
corridor. The mgjority of the resdentid and visitor traffic traversss the primary TantalusRound Top roedway.

The goead limit is25 miles par hour throughout, with certain sharp turnsa 10 miles per hour. Mile and half mile
markers are located on the road shoulder.

PHY SICAL DESCRIPTION

Mile Marker 1.5 Tantelus Drive gradudly asoands the hillsde es it enters the Honolulu Watershed. The
vegetation condsts modly of alow mess of introduced grass and bushes with large trees beyond. The agphdt
paving ends in asoft edge and conarete lined gutters (swdes) are located on the downdde of the road curves.

There are anumbe of pipe culvertswith masonry rock heedwalls, congructed ca 1953-54. This lower road
meeares gpproximatdy 30 feet wide.
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The city of Honolulu isvisible as the road travels through the lower forest area over asaries of amdl turns There
ae vad lookouts dong a series of hairpin turns on Tantaus Drive, with views of Diamond Heed and the
Weai'anee Range These lookouts are modtly paved with rolled agohdt curbs, while others have waigt-high timber
posts or conarete I-shgpe upright markers defining the edge. At the Sde of the road in severd locations are
dongated 1-beams, medke out of coarse aggregate conarete (roughly 6'-0" long, 7' square), dating from the mid-
1950s period. These I-beams ae placed arisscrasson their ends, two levds high, and hdd together with metal
gikes often dong afull dretch of the road. These I-beams were placed a their current location by the Tentalus
Community Association in 2005 to prevent off-roading; they were brought in from a gorage site on the Round
Top Drivehillsde.

Mile Marker 20: After the first seriesof turns, the road narrows to gpproximately 23 feet, and the character of the
vegetation dhanges. The plantings are densar, with taler trees The eucdyptus forests begin a this point and there
isan earthen embankmant on both ddesof the road with overhanging branches cregting aforest tunnd. The first
residence on Tantaus Drive, the hitoric Cadle Edtate, gopearsjust beforethe next series of shap turns Often,
these large edtates are nat visible from the road, due to the degoness of the hillside and the Sze of the property.
Long and Se driveways are aparticular characteridic of thismountain devdlopment. A few of the lowest

houses are on city water, however the mgjority of the homes are on catchmeant and mery have corrugated metd
roofsthat direct the rainwater into their individud water doregetanks.

Mile Marker 25 and 3.0: The next mile and ahdf of roaed fegtures sharp hairpin turns. Lavarock walls, holding
beck the gradud dope, are common in this dretch of the road. The Halfway House, now demalished, is bdieved
to have baan just above Mile Marker 3.0. This smdl wooden sheck located halfway up the carriage route provided
iceand afew grocary itemsto vidtorsand resdents. A cabin built for the foresters involved in the early
reforestation effort of the mountain wes located just bdow thisarean Thefirst of meny hiking trails, typicaly
narrow deared pathsinto the forest, gartsdong this section of the road. These trails are identified by a Sate Sgn
a the trailhead with apullover for parking nearby.

Mile Marker 3.5: The verdant bamboo forest garts dong this portion of the road and non-historic metd guerdrails
have been inddled in gretches. The road mesaures gpproximatdy 20 feet wide.

Mile Marker 40: The forest canopy gpens up as the road nears the beege of Pu'u 'Ohi‘a. A sgn warning of one-
lane traffic marks a 14-foot wide dretch of road cdled the 'Hogsback." A contributing historic lavarock wall
linesthe et (Makiki Valey) ddeand metd guardrail braces the west (PauoaValey) sde The lavarock wall is
stling in arees and the coloring and cut of the Sone indicate that it wes condructed in two periods. The first
courseisirregularly cut and may date to the road's egrliest congruction in the 1890s the ssoond courseis mede
of "sugar gone™" ashaply souare cut besdt that wes mogt likely added by the Works Progress Adminigtration

1

during itsrepaving project in 1937. Hogsadk is conddered the "begt vantage point” on thissdeof the
mountain; the extent of Makiki Valey and Round Top Ridge isvisible from this point, as well as views of
Diamond Heed and 'Ewa. After Hogdeck, the first Sderoad. Tdegphone Roed, leeds north from Tantdus Drive
providing aooess to ane residence and the tdgphone company ingd lation.

1
Tomead Griffiss, Whaen you ¢o to Hawai'i. You will nesd this Guide to the Idands (Cambxidge Rivardde Press
1990) 171
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Mile Marker 4.5, 50 and 5.5: Metd guardrails gopear with more frequency and resdences are more densdy
Stuated dong thistop dretch of road. Tdegohone paes line the road and reflectors are located a certain turns.
Portions of the road are bordered by low basdt rock walsthat may datefi-omthe 1890s Another Forestry Cabin
is bdieved to have bean stuated bdow the road neer Mile Marker 45. A sde dregt, Kadi'opua Face islocaed
southrwest of Tantelus Drive and provides anoess to sevard resdences. Shortly after Kaali'opua Face, Forest
Ridge Way drops avay from the main roed, and leedsinto Poloke Valey, where many of the mountain resdences
ae located. Forest Ridge higtoricaly marks the end of Tantalus Drive and the beginning of Round Top Drive.
Today thistrangtion takes place & Kaai'opua Hace The charadter dhanges as the road begins its eegtem
desoat. Theroad narrows and the tree canopy is lower and denser in comparison to Tantalus taler forests. There
ae concrete jersey barriers placed a the Sde of the road and afew resdences are built immediatdy adjacent to
the roadway.

Mile Marker 6.0 and 6.5 Resdences are soardly located in thisarea This wasthe lagt section of the road to be
completed and the final link between Round Top and Tantaus Drives. There is danse foliage on both ddes of the
road, but overheed, the canopy of trees diminishes. The historic roed mesaures only 18 feet wide, Camp Erhom,
the Boy Scout camp, islocated batwean mile marker 65 and 7.0. Thisweas the dte of thetrugties encampmat ?
while they were building the roed in the early 1900s

Mile Marker 7.0 and 7.5: There ae low concrete wals & the indde of the sharp tums; in betwean these hairpin
turns are grassy landscgped aress Stretches of dacked conarete 1-Hbeams are Sted dong the curve of the road.

Prior to World Wer |1, agarden of day lilies wes maintained in thisareafor ue & the Governor's Resdence, . #
2

"Washington Flace’ (formerly the private home of Quean Lili'uokalani). A treelined road leeds to Pu'u
'‘Udakda Sate Waydde Pak where the higtoric "Nutridge' farm and the Pu'u 'Udakaa Lookout are located.

3
The road to the top of Pu'u 'Udakaa from Round Top was condructed in the late 1940s and the park added in
the 1950s After the park, the road pesses by rows of plumeriatrees planted by the Outdoor Circlein the late-
1940s After Mile Marker 7.5, low conarete walls border the edge of the road and the sharp cliff overlooking
Manca Vdley.
Mile Marker 8 The 'Honolulu Watershed Forest Resarve sign marks the southreedt end of theproposad linear
higtoric dructure. )

Designation of Tantadus Round-Top Drive as aHigtoric Road will hdp retain itsrurd neture by presarving its

svad unique characteridics The mogt important of theseisthe pre&rvation of the hitoric footprint of the road ..
& datamined by the 1936 federd WPA prOJect This footprint is evidenced in the width and layout of the present
roadway. \% , =N

2
JLorin Gill, persond communication, iy 10, 2006.

Jamie Paason, "Brief higory of Makiki-Tantdus™ Acoessed April 25, 2006; avalede from wwwitaniduswstantdus
higory.html
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Next in historic importance is the preservetion of the hand-laid split-rock retaining wals and culvertsthat were
first condructed in the late-ningleanth and early-twentieth century and are found adong the etire length of the
road, particularly dong the roadway fronting the Cadle Edate and in the Hogshack region. Where new walls and
culverts are nesded, first condderation should be given to replicating thistype of wall. Where guardrails are
absolutdy necessary, nationdly gpproved sed-badked wood guardrails should be used.

A third significant feeture of the drive is the limited use of official highway dgns and road markings asthe
modest 25 mph goead limit predudes the need for them.

Thefourth unique, and mog dramatic, characteridic of Tantadus-Round Top Driveis the long-established paved
roaddde pull-offs with spectacular panoramic and bird's-eye views of Honolulu and environs. These include: the
Diamond Heed Lookout; the Airport View; Punchibowl Lookout on Tantelus Drive between mile markers 15 ad
3.0; the viewsfrom the Hogadk ares; and those from the Manoa Valey Overlook on Round Top Drive. This
Historic Roed designation will encourage the State Department of Land and Natural Resources to deveop a long-
term landscgpe maintenance plan to presarve and enhance these significant view planes

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING . E. ' Ad

Tantdus islocated in the Ko'olau mountain rangein the Konadigtrict of the idand of O'ahu. Theridgesthat carry
Tantdus Drive and Round Top Drive surround Makiki Valey. Within thisvdley, three sreams-Kanedole,
Moleka, and Maundaha-eventudly drain into MamdaBay off of the Honolulu Plain. To the south of Makiki
Vadley lies Puowaina. Northeast of Makiki is PaucaValey and southeedt is Manca Vdley. Theare are three cinder
oonesin the Tantaus range Pu'u 'Ohi'a (Mount Tantdus, 2013 feet); Pu'u Kekea (Sugarloaf, 1408 feet); ad

4

Pu'u 'Uaakaa (Round Top, 1082 feet). The mean anud rainfall of Tantaus is 120-130 inches By comparison,
nearby Waikiki's annud rainfal is 20 inches
Early Hawaians grew taro near the mouth of Makiki Valey where runoff from the three tributaries cregted ided
agricultura conditions. Archeologists peculate that by the 1600s the lowland forests hed been extendvey
harvested and that gpproximatdy eighty percent of the land beow 2,000 feet devation wes dtered. Mo 'dldo
(Hawaiian dories) indicate that Pu'u 'Udakaa wes afavored locality for siveat potato cultivation and King

7
Kamehamdha | edablished his parsond swedt potato plantation here. 'Pu'u trandates as "hill" and 'udakaa

means "rolling svet potato”, o named for the Segoness of the terrain. Within the valey isaquarry wherethe
basdt outcrop was chipped into pieces to meke octopus lures. That is bdieved to be the origin of theword

sﬂﬁ'&‘&h O k2 ek S Ol Srarm and ol Sream Syea Makia Kona, O3 (Hombralu, T900)'.

Paaan

53‘Peters&n
Yat ad O 15
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'makiki™ - atypeof gone ussd for weightsin octopus lures’ Numerous pre-contact agricultura Stes were
9
noted during a 1980 archaeologicad aurvey of Makiki Valey, Kanedde Sream and Moleka Sream sysems

Historicd atempts & cultivation in the Makiki-Tanta us areaiincluded a coffee plantation by J. M. Herring dong
Moleka Sreem in the late 1800s (valey conditions proved too wet for coffee beans toflourish)and Hawai'i's
first commercid macadamia nut plantation dong the wet dde of Pu'u 'Udakaa. Emest Shdton Van Tasd
formed the Hawaiian Nut Compeny Limited in 1922 (or 1921) on a twenty two-acre parcd leessd from the
Territory of Hawai'i. Cuhivation garted in 1925 and continued until 1967. Rows of macadamia nuts trees from

10
the original orchard remaintoday. Van Tasd'shouse "Nutridge”' was desgned by noted Honolulu archhect.
Hart Wood, and islisted onthe Nationd Regiger of Historic Flaces

Recreationd activities on Tantaus were popular with nineteenth-century Honolulu resdents and included hiking

Pu'u 'Ohi'a, collecting endemic land snail shdlls in the forest and duck hunting in the ponds behind Pu'u Kakea

The neme "Tantdus' originated during ahiking excurson by the Punehou  student hiking club, the Clan Alpine.

The dudents begen their hike & Pu'u 'Udakda Asnight goproached, they found themsdves a the edge of the

ridge overlooking Poloke Valey. Unable to continue due to the thick undergrowth, the boys were forced to give
12

up their asoent. Versad in Gresk mythology, the students nemed the mountain "Tantalus™  (The mythologica
Tantdus was condemned to an afterlife of insatiable hunger and thirst due to unreechable poals of water and
overhanging fhait.) "Round Top" and "Sugar L oaf were eso namad by early Punehou sudents, these names
gopeer onan 1873 'Map of Makiki Valley' surveyed by William De Witt Alexander (s Fig. 3).

Dueto the dose proximity to Honolulu Harbor, the Makiki-Tantalus forest undawent severe deforestation in two
periods. In thefirst period, heavy timber wes cut for the ssnddwood tradewith Chinafrom 1815 to 1826. In the
seoond period, 1833 to 1860, wood was primarily harvested as fuel for the whaling trade to render whde blubber
into oil. One of the old lualdau, or wood-pits, dug to hold aharse cart-load offirewood,can still be saan today

13

some two miles up Kdawehine Trail off Tantdus Drive.  In addition,fires,land dearing for farming, livestock
grazing, feral animas, and harvegting for building materids contributed to the loss of the Makiki-Tantaus forest
and itsreplacement by grasses The Soreed of introduced plant goedes have crowded out the remaining native
plant goedes The danse foliage that now covers the mountain aress was once 0 open that residentscdled those
14
aress "'meadows”
N Pagaon
jpYat ad Oa
Yat ad Capata, Sate of Hawal'i, Dgpatmat of Land and Neturd Resouraes " Ardnesdlogicel Sunvey of
Roposd Sate Pak Aress in Makiki Valey ad Puiu 'Udakaa™" (Hondulu: 1994), 7.
Rurehou Sthod s aprivate schod areted in 1841 for the children of Missonaries Runehou Sohadl is located

"outhwest of the mouth of Mekiki Vley.
Griffiss, 170.

Magad Young, "Tantdus Higory," Naesfor tak to Tantaus Community Assodation, Honolulu, March 31, 1990,
Avalable on file with author.
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As early as 1846, the Kingdom of Hawai'i was facing development pressure fi*om the public regarding the

Makiki-Tantalus watershed. The barren hillsides were heavily eroded and the quantity and quality of fresh water
5

in the sreeamswas compromised. That sameyear. King Kamehameha |1 passed alaw declaring forests to be

govemment property. In 1876, the Kingdom passed the " Act for the Protection and Preservation of Woods and

Forests' including weatershed preservation. In 1880, further legislation was enacted to protect all watershed arees

that contributed domestic water supplies inthe Makiki, Tantalus, Round Top and Pauoa area. Despite the

establishment of the protected area, 1890s|egidation alowed citizens to acquire residential property on Tantalus.

The Bureau of Agriculture and Forestry was created by the 1893 Legidature to combat the problem of erosion on
16

the mountain. In 1903, this becamethe Territorial Board of Agriculture and Forestry. Makiki Valley was
designated as aForest Reservein 1904 and reforestation began in 1910. Efforts by the first territorial forester,

Raph S Hosmer, resulted inthe intensive growth of non-native speciesin the valley. Hosmer crested Hawai'i's
17

first tree nursery with speciesintroduced from Australia, Asiaand other parts of theworld.  Accounts of day
trips published during that time mention eucalyptus, guava, lantana, kukui and acaciatrees, as well as a forester's
8

cabin along the carriage road on the Tantdus side. A later reforestation program by the Civilian Conservation
Corps inthe years between 1934 and 1941 planted an average of two million trees per year in Hawai'i'sforest
19

reserves.

The current vegetation of Makiki Valley reflectsthe reforestation program and private landscaping efforts.

Although most of the plants have been introduced, there are fill thriving stands of original koa, mdmaki, kukui

and afew other rare native species. While the native Kahuli snails disappeared with the original forest, wild pigs

and the ubiquitous rat remain, along with the introduced mongoose. The native owl, pueo, now sharesthe forest

with agrowing diversity of introduced birds, among them cardinals, Indian mynas, sparrows, mejirosand doves,
20

java finch, bulbuls and shamathrushes.

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE ROAD

In the Great Mahele of 1848, the land was privatized and awarded to individuals by the monarchy. The Mahele

claims for Makiki were mostly small parcels of land containing a house lot and relatively few had taro 10 'i

(wetland agriculture) or kula(dryland agriculture) fields. This suggeststhat the traditional agricuhure subsistence
21

economy was being abandoned inthe Makiki areamore quickly than other areesof Honolulu. Three Hawaiians

B
! Peterson. e
Thomes Cox, "The Birth of Hawaiian Forestry: The Web of Influences,” Presented & the XVII Pecific Sdence

Congress May 27-dune 2, 1991
17

Peterson.

8
) "A Trip to Mount Tantdus," Paradise of the Pacific. June 1897; "An Ascat of Mount Tantalus, O'ahu," Paradise of
the Pacific. Sgptambar 1890.
19
~M'Some Higory of Hawai'i Agriculture” Mav 10. 2006. http:/AMww.Hawai'iag.org/historv.htm.
Irving Jenking, parsond communication, July 6,2006. .?.
Yent and Capenter, 15. \A
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recaved large land avards.  John Pgpa!'I'T, high chief and member of the House of Nobles under Kamehameha
I, received the largest avard of 250 ares a the westam edge of upper Makiki valey and two large parcds in
lower valey. The effects of the Greet Mahde on land ownership overrode any traditiond land divisons and use

23
ovea theyears By 1872, King Kandhamdha V hed added further land grants to his inherited crown lands,
totaling his ownership to roughly 500 aores in Makiki.

Prior to 1890, the only personsliving on Tantdus induded a Hawaian man named Alakeaand aHawaiian family
living neer Pu'u 'Uadakaa (on the presant Ste of "Nutridge”). Alakeabuilt ahde on the Kdaweahinetrail after
24

being benished to the mountain for an atercation on the Honolulu waterfront.  E. B. Scott'sbook The Sega of the
Sandwich Idands fegtures an 1889 picture of two carriages & agrassy tum-around dong the Tantaus roed and
dams "awinding path led further up the singularly blesk mountainside to asorub covered two-thousand-foot
ummit, passing anative grass shadk and twin-doored privy on the ‘ewa shoulder of the mountain.”

In April 1891, H.W. Schmidt, a Senetor in the Kingdom'slegidature, recaived aRoyd Patert (Grant 3535) for

land on Tantaus from Quem Lili‘uokalani. He paid $285 for twenty-one acreslocated in Poloke, between Pu'u
Kakeaand Pu'u 'Ohi‘a, and built thefirst summea home cdled "Mauhia™ His desd contained aforty-foot right of
way provison for apublic road. In July 1901, Schmidt's thirteen-year old son, Paul, wrote an articlefor the

Pacific Commercid Advertiser about his expaience living on Tantdus and mentions devdopment of the road.
"The building materid hed to be carried up on the bedks of Portuguese (s¢), because there was no road, they mede
their own path up Makiki, then up to the top of the [Tantdug ridge and through the forest, now in the same place

where the path was is af i necarriage road, mede by the govemment, and connected with Honolulu.” Persond
26

interviewswith locd resdentsindicate that until 1898 the Tantdus Roed ended at the end of Forest Ridge Way.

Another early horse trail came through Maundaha Vdley, aHawaiian settlement to the south eedt, pedt the

Nutridge farm road, and beyond Pu'u 'Udakda on the right and Pu'u Kakea on the left to reach the Schmidt

resdence. Lorrin A. Thurston, Minigter of Interior under King Kdakaua and apionexr Tantaus resident, was
27

credited with conceiving and promoting the Tantaus Roed project.  1n 1891, Thurdon authorized the condruction
of acariage road "6'-0" wide with an essy grede of 794",

Condgruction of the Tantalus road begenin 1892, in part an effort by the Kingdom of Hawai'i to provide aooess to
svad hundred acres of land for settlement "a an devation sufficient to enjoy an amogpheare as cool and bracing
asisdedrable for asumme outing (...) the dte [Tantaug sdected is ane of the best that can be found in any neer
vicinity of Honolulu, within eesy reach and having the beauteous advantage of overlooking the harbor, city ad

Z Matha Yet ad Alan Capate, 15. /

Yat ad Capate, 10. -

Lorin Gill, interview by Batera Shidder, Mach 17, 2006, Hondlulu, Hawai'i.

Pau Sdmict, "A Schodboy's Esssy on aForet Hame a Tantdus” Pedific Commadd Advertissr. Uy 1,1901,11.
MGill.

27 f.
"Tantdus Drive Honolulu's Soaric Wondaland!" Paradise of the Padific. (Decamber 1926): 115.
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28
surrounding country." Two yearsprior, sixty prominent citizens petitioned the Legidaturefor $17,500 for the
29

congtruction of a carriage road to the top of Tantalus. The petition guaranteed that monies received from the
subsequent sde of govermment lotsfor residential use would be adequateto repay the Treasury. The residential

30
lots on Tantalus were surveyed and laid out in 1891.

The Biennial Report of the Minister of the Interior to the Legidative Assembly of 1892 satesthat the Tantalus
carriage road:

2
(...) fromthisontothe end of grade in the vicinity of'Sugar Loaf pond, adisance of say 4- ho
miles, awide and good trail hes been opened on the road line, but which has yet to be completed
32

&s asubstantia carriage road.

Further accounts specify that the road:
(...) begins a the Punchbowl Road, forming ajunction with the sameat the rear of the hill, a an
elevation of about 285 feet, and followsa 5% grade up the ridge known as the forest ridge, to the
narrow ridge, dividing Makiki from PauoaValley, a an elevation of about 1450 feet; then around
the South Sope of Tantalus and head of the ravines leading into Makiki, to apoint by the Pond -
just above "Sugar L oaf"

The project suffered a satback in 1892, when the Hawaiian Gazette reported that $4,500 for the completion of

Tantalus road was stmck out of a bill by the Minister of Finance. The editors gooke in favor of continuing the

work, emphasizing that severd lotswere dready sold but that there were Sfill very desirable government lots

higher up that would have access once the road is completed - -"to sop now isto destroy prospect of adequate
33

financial retum.” They further stressed that the Tantalus "suburb” was incomparable to any neighborhood in

Honolulu &s far as climate and scenery is concerned.

The dder Schmidt wroteto JamesA. King, the Minister of the Interior in 18%4, just after construction on the

carriage road began, requesting that the "top of Tantalus be retained as a Public reservation and not be sold to
34

private parties. It is one of those landmarks always visited by strangers and residents.” The govemment agreed
to reserve sections 0 that the "characteristic features of this delightful drivewill not lose its natural charm.”
The scenic importance of the roadway was thus early and firmly established.

***The Tantalus Road," Pecific Commerdd Advertiser. April 21, 1891.

:zlbid

Evdyn Frey, "Nationad Regigter ofHistoric Haoes Multiple Proparty Nomination Form for Tantalus Residences”
April, 1988.
* Doris Moana Rowland of Na Ala Hele. Letter to Curt Cottrell of Na Ala Hele. (Honolulu: Septaber 16,1997).
32

Biennid Report of the Minigter of the Interior to the Legidative Assembly of 1892,
"The Tantdus Road." Hawaian Gazette. (Decamber 27.1892).

34

Margaret Young, "Makiki Tantdus Sete Recregtion Ared' notes, Honolulu, February 21,1990. Available on file with
ajtm- il "1ty

35
ThosG. Thrum, pub,, "A Handbook of Infoon matters rdating to the Hawaiian Idands, Origina & sdected of vdueto
merchants tourigts and others' Hawaiian Almanac & Annud for 18%. (Honolulu: Honolulu Press 1895), 47.
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Tantalus was eaming a reputation as an idyllic and favored locale for the summer residences of prominent
6

Honolulu families. 1n 1897, J.G. Rothwell obtained aland patent (Grant 4425) from Sanford B. Dole, President

of the Republic of Hawai'i, for 1 /2 acreswest of the Schmidt holdings. William R. Cadtle, founder of Cadtle &

Cooke, dso obtained title to land on Tantalus, including alarge tract in Kewalo and severd lots in Poloke. The
37

latter he subsequently subdivided and sold between 1891 and 1902. Notable Honolulu families, including the
Waterhouses, Cagtles, Dickeys, Hackfields, Alexanders, Dillinghams, Gills and the Thurstons, began to build

summer cottages on Tantalus. These early families planted ironwood trees as windbresks since the mountain was
3B

devoid of mature trees. Newspaper articles noted the significant improvement to the "delightful resort”  with the
well-kept lawns of estates, bungalows, and cottages appearing on the mountainside. And not only did the road

provide accessto this scenic mountain ridge but the winding road itself, "when looked down on from above,
0

present(s) amost intricate maze which addsto the charm of the place."
The continuing development of the carriage road was reported in the June 1898 issue of the Paradise of the
Pacific."Myth of Mountain Tantalus': .,

(...) the road leavesthe road junction a rear of Punchbowl, rising with many long zigzagsfor
over six milesthen skirting along the base of the cone, and for amile or two further winding ona
level, inand out among the hills, to nearly over Manoa Valley. The middleportion of theroad
traverses abeautiful new forest of eucalyptus, wattle and other foreign trees. A little higher are
wonderful interior views of the degp canyons and ridges. At every tum are new sections of the
glorious and ever expanding panorama of ocean and sky; of mountain, town and plain, including
large portions of the iSand. But the richest part of the road above where it cuts through the upper
wildwood of koa and kukui, intermingled with luxuriant fern and wild ginger-all overhanging the
deep canyons. One is hereinanother world - cool, green, moist...it isalongand tedious climb to
Tantalus, but oncethere, the lingering visitor will never regret or forget its romance and the

40

melancholy cadence of itswinds.

The road to the foot of Mount Tantalus was completed in 1901-1902 with a six-foot wide bridlepath continuing
1

beyond to Pu'u Kakea. The project cost $17,705.33. Schmidt extended the mam carriage road to his own
residence. The road was further extended from the Schmidt's to the Waterhouse Estate by Samud T. Alexander as

36

Early landowners were JG. Rothwell, James Finney, Andrew Brown, JudgeW.L. Wilcox, Judge Charles F. Peterson,
JF. Hackfield, C. Duroi & JF. Humburg, F. Harrison, A.V. Geer, Dr. C.B. Cooper, Jdge A. W. Cater, May Forder, A.S.
Lovekin, L.A. Thurgon, Judge (later Governor) W.F. Frear, Charles H. Dickey, Marthaand John Waterhouse, and W.M
Giffard. Evdyn Frey, "Nationd Regiger ofHistoric Haoes Multiple Property Nomination Form for Tentdus Residences”
April 1988. Available on filewith author.
38Young, "Tantadus Higtory." "

39;[56 W. Girvin. "Bresking New Trails." Pacific Commerdd Advertiser. September 3.1906.

Ibid.

41 Jenet Jenings "Myth of Mountain Tantaus” Paradise of Pacific. June 1898, 83,

AN. Campbdl, "Tantdus Drive: Honolulu Scenic Wonderland,” Paredise of the Pecific. Decamber 1926, 115.

Yy
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part of awedding presant for his daughter, Martha Alexander and Jon Waehouse Their home, "Olindita’ was
built in 1902 and was the first resdence on the hill to have atdephone.

Tantdus road ismentioned in the letters and diary entries of UnaHunt Drage, ayoung girl from the Eagt Coed,
during her 1901 trip to Hawai'i. She destribed the Gammean Club "built on aknee of Tantdus... with cament tennis
2

court jutting out in front like aprow of aship." Drage noted thet "if aball went "out’ it would land in the ooeen
or in the heart of the city (...) it Ssas aques extravagance when the Club House is extremdy primitive, for they
43

sy it cog afortune to haul the tons of camat on adonkey's beck over the zigzag trail "

In 1906, the Civic Federation of Honolulu brought Chearles Mulford Robinson, awel-known civic adviser from

Rochegter, New York to survey dregts parks and public worksin Honolulu. He recommended securing the top of

Tantdus for "the one great park for Honolulu that cities now are learning to sscure and save for the people, thet

they may gt dose to nature, forgetting the fences and survey lineswhich civilization hes thrown like a network
M

of prison walls upon the world."

By 1911, aTerritory of Hawai'i Survey mep (Fig. 4) shows the road continuing beyond the top curve toward the
Round Top sde and ending a the Waterhouse Egtate. The mgp showss the path of the origind Round Top carriage
route (by deshed line, labded "Tantalus Auto Roed") connecting to the terminus of Tantelus Drive. Lorin Gill,
who grew up on Tantdus, recdls: "In 1904 my father brought lumber up thistrail by pack horses to build the
Wilder's hous It wes fairly wide, like awagon trail." Drawn in solid lines of narrow width, the nev Round Top
Drive follows the generd contour of the origina route but with more tums, perhgps to achieve an eeder grade.
The mgp dso reved's anather (dashed) route a the battom of the ridge that continues into Maundaha Vdley (this
route was eventudly discontinued). The mep dso illudrates the propearty plots of the early landowners

Higtoric phatos in the early 1900s from the top of Punchbowl show the devdopment of Makiki-Tantalus. In the
45

lower vdley areq large fishponds are visible and there are rdatively few buildings.  Upper Tantaus wes divided

into large resdentid lotswith Szable houses within fenced deared arees These resdences were located in the

Honolulu Waterdhed Forest Resarve, which wes established in 1913 to protect Honolulu's weter supply. This

resrve supplies some of the purest weter in the world and is conddered a"vitally important source of thecity's
46

atedan water supply.”
In 1907, The Honolulu Advertiser reported: "Bids for the congmction of whet is to be known as Makiki dopes
47

(now Makiki Heights) road have bean received.” However congruction of the Makiki-Round Top roed did not
began until 1913 during the adminigration of Territoriad Govemor Walter Frear (1907-1913). Freer, aCivil

Dragg, 29. o
Ibid
Yomg '‘Makiki Tantdus Sate Rearedtion Area”

" Y
WW&’%&DHV& Hondulu Soanic Wondaland," Paradise of the Pedific. Desamber 1926,115.
Hlstory from our FHles" The Hondulu Advetiss. Sgaarba 12, 1947.
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Enginesr by training, hed apeasond dakein the project Sncehe hdd propearty a the top of Tantaus Round Top
Drive wes completed in 1917 during Territorial Govemor Ludius E. Finkham's adminigration (1913-1918). The
Superintendent of Public Works Annud Reports (SPW) from 1913, 1914-1915 and 1915-1916 reved the .
progresson of "Makiki Sopes’ road congruction with money initially expended on aurvey and ingpection, plans,
goecifications, gorm drains and wagons 1n 1914, portions of the road were opened to automobiles a acogt of

some $4,000 to the City.

Honolulu was fast emerging as acanter of trangport and commerce and the Pacific Commerdid Advertiser, dated
on April 10, 1914, that "every beauty goat of the idands' should be offered to visitors of Hawai'i and "it would
be aninjudtice as well as aloss to the advertising of the idandsto dlow them to depart without experiencing the

48
grandeur of Tantdlus" The importance of tourism to the Territory's economy was highlighted by the
devdopment of soenic roadways
The 1915 SPW report went into more depth about the road congtruction of "Makiki Round Top," reveding that
portable quartersfor prisoner-workers were greatly improving the constmction goesd of the road since the time
goat bringing the prisoners beck and forth from the prison wes diminated. All work on this road wes performed
by prison labor - trudies - "a schame that was proving to be satisfactory because it wes of minima expanse by the
govemment as well increesing the vaue of the govemment land of which the roed pessss through."™ The 1916~ is
W report noted that the Round Top Roed wias being congructed "as speddily as possble, such aroed [to -

50

oconnect with Tantaus Roed] being greetly nesded by the residents of thecity.” Theroad isdescribed as twenty
feet wide with agrade of 7% and condructed out of cinder rock of volcanic formation, eght-inches thick, thet wes
widdly availabdle on the mountainridge. The rock, agood subditute for water-bound mecadam, "is provingto ke

51

dep ss wdl as satisfactory.” It was reported that the surface would be maintained by Territorid prisonersad
C oy

52 .
congantly resurfaced with black volcanic sand reedily availeble dong theroad.  The project codt the Territory -y f
aound $12,000, a comparativey low cost, with the city contributing the use of some ofits road-building r
mechinary.
With the complefion of Tantdus and Round Top Drivesin 1917, the road wes well established as the mog
beautiful scenic drive in Honolulu and agreet tourigt attraction. Magazine and newsagpe articles touted the
exgpe to Tantaus-Round Top as aplace of meditation and "degant sedusion reeched by a picturesque winding
road with bregthteking curves but aperfectly sefe highway.” The summear homes on the mountain ridge were .
conddered among the mogt desirable resdentid aress on the idand for their proximity to Honolulu, favorable '
dimate and gardens, and panoramic viewsof the southem shore of O'ahu. Tantdus quickly became an dluring
locde for artigts. Madge Tennent, Jules Tavemier, Howard Hitchcock, Alexander Scott, Charles Barlett, Hue
Luquiens and Shirley Russll are among the many artigs that have depicted soanes of or from Tantelus in their
work."

48 e
"Qupervisors in favor of opening Tantalus Road." Pacific Commercial Advertiser. April 10. 1914.
‘NN bid.

0
Superintendent of Public Works, "Makiki Round Top Road" Report for 1916, 9.
Ibid

2
%rlai Calgon Hawes "Tantdus" Paadise of the Padific. Jauarv 1937.15.

* Artit List. Hondlulu Acadary of Arts. ne 2006,
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For dl of the roads popularity among visitors and resdents, the drive was somewhat of an off-road adventure,
which added to itsdlure. Drivers hed to leave paved city dregtsfor an unmarked graved drive with gpectacular
views and dl the potentia waghouts and potholes that an annua 130 inches of rain can cause However, paving
the eight-mile road with few resdentswes not economicaly feasble for the city, no matter how popular a drive
and it remained agrave road for 18 years

Thefina gepin the full devdopment of Tantaus Round-Top Drive would be macadamized paving tofiein with
the regt of the dreats of Honolulu. Surprisingly, this expendve undertaking begen a the leest promising of times,
in the midgt of a sevare economic depression that began in the United Sates in 1929. To combet the lingering
economic downtum. Presdeant Franklin Ddano Roosevdt etablished some thirty-five federd agendes to hdp
dates recover. The Territory of Hawai'i was induded in thet nationd effort.

The agency that wes respongible for paving Tantaus Round-Top Drive was the Works Progress Administrafion
(WPA), which opened an office in Honolulu in 1936. It dosed itm 1941 after having gponsored more than
$10,000,000 in projects throughout the idands.

Tantaus Round-Top Drive was anong the first projects undertaken by the WPA in Honolulu. Planning for
improvements to the road began in 1934, when Honolulu Mayor Fred Wright proposed that work beginon "a
continuation of the Tantalus Road up and around Makiki Valey, down Round-Top to Manoa Valey, to conect

[sic] with the heed of Makiki " The project wasto bejointly funded by the City and County of Honolulu and

the Federd Emagacy Rdief Adminigtration, forerunner of the WPA. However, it was nat until the

egablishment of the WPA in Honolulu in 1936 under adminigtrator Fred Locey that plans gathered momentum.

In July of that year. The Honolulu Advertiser reported thet among the first WPA projects being conddered wes
%6

"widening of portionsof the Tantalus-Makiki Round Top Road.” A month later, in Augus, the peper reported
under thetitle "LOCEY NAMES WPA PROJECTS', that the project hed expanded to indude "widening ad
generd improvement of the Tantadus-Makiki Round-Top Road.”

On Sgptambe 27, 1936, The Honolulu Star-Bulletin announced  that the drive hed not only bean widened ad
improved, but paved; "the Tantdus Roed improvemant project, ane of the largest of its kind to be undertaken here
in recant years will be completed in ebout 10 days It extends from Pgpekdeain the Punchbowl didtrict towhet is
known as Hogsedk & the summit. The entire arealincluded in the improvement hes bean mecadamized. Work hes
dreedy bean darted in improvement of the highway a the other de, and Mr. Locey (WPA adminigrator) sad

3

today that he hopes eventudly to widen and pave the entire remaining section.”

"A Continugtion”. The Hondulu Star-Bullletin, Dec. 281934, p.3. [ e-, o
"Widening of Portions' The Honolulu Advertiser. July 28. 1936. p.2. -
"Locey Names' The Honolulu Advertiser. 1936. Aug. 14. 1936. p.I

"ibid.
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The cogt was the then enormous sum of $337,000, all of it paid by the federd govemment. With thisfinal sep
Tantdus Round-Top Drive became an integrd and ssamiess part of Honolulu's highway system, tuming the eight
mile paved road into abeautiful suburben recregtiond drive indead of an exatic off-road adventure Tantalus:
Round Top Drive hed finally arrived, courtesy of the United Stetes Govemment.

On the moming of Decamber 7, 1941, Jgpen bombed the United Sates Navd facilities a Pearl Harbor on O'ahu.
Charles Black, alifelong Tantalus resdent, vividly remembered as asix-year-old boy having apanoramic view of
the attack from Hogsbadk Ridge, which looks down on al of Pearl Harbor. Jgpenese planes retuming from
bombing and grafing runs seamed tof |y sraight a them as the Zerosflew in formation "just 100 feet" over
Tantdus while anti-aircraft shdls burs high overheed.

Govemor James B. Poindexter (1934-1943) immediately procdlaimed the idands under martid law and requested
Gengd Wdter D. Short to take over al normd powers of the Governor. Throughout the duration of the Ssoond
World Wer dl resources went to the war effort, and as aresult improvements and maintenance of the Tantdus-
Round Top road came to acomplete stand-<till. However, even during the war, Tantadus remained apopular drive
as the Honolulu Advertiser noted: " During the war the Drive wes a Meccafor sarviceman and towns people dike
who hed agdlon of gasoline and could, in 20 minutes, look out through Silvery kukuis, cresoant koaleaves tree
femsand gnarled hau branches a an astounding penorama from Koko Heed to Waanee with the Koolau Range
behind them in an idand-long sweep." Gas rationing srengthened the socid bond among the smdl Tantdus
community by forcing residents to carpool up and down the mountain, and driving a night under black-out
conditions required adetailed memoary of the winding road.

During the war years young Charles Black, who hed witnesssd the attack on Pearl Harbor from Tantdus, ran a
"little roaddde gand" in front of his home sdlling candy barsand orange soda to Tantdus visitors driving the road
during the war. He ramambars early in the war Admiral Chester Nimitz, commeander of the Pecific Het holding
staff medtings walking the 10 mile Tantalus loop, taking advantage of the exerdse and privacy afforded by the
mountain. Nimitz would aways sop and buy rdreshments not only for his staff of four or five, but for Charles
and hisbrother aswell.

Jud alittle over ayear after Jgpan surrendered in September 1945, repairs began on the neglected drive.
In April 1947, the Honolulu Advertiser wrote:

Tantdus Drive, O'ahu's"skyline boulevard" with its breeth-taking panoramic vigtas which wes

devoid of maintenance during the laiter years of the war, is now receiving the cooperaive

atention of the Board of Agricuhure and Foredtry, the City and County of Honolulu and the

Outdoor Circle. , T.

Half of Circle Drive, from Makiki Round Top to the Hogshack, nesds complete resurfecing. Bad *
holes gopear after evary rain and the arew isnow patching the potholes. The City and County
Roed Department restored afive men mantenance arew to the drive last October and grest °*V
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improvement hes bean noted in dearing brush, widening and intermittent patching. A few months
ago they couldn't even look out because neglected roadside growth hed shut out dl the views.

The [Outdoor] Circle planning committee hes devdoped aplanto increese the naturd beauty of

the entire drive. The four gpproaches through Papekdles, up Mott-Smith Drive pest Roosevdt

High Schoal, up Makiki Heights Drive, and up Makiki Round Top from the fork a& Makiki

Reservair, are to become amess of plumeriain dl its lusrous white and hybrid colors. Above the

plumeriaon Round Top Drivethe Cup of Gold and Night-blooming Cereus plantingswill be

dressed. Honey Suckle and other low ground coverings of a semi-wild nature will be used in the
59

tum arees

During the war, the summit of Round Top was used &s by the military as acinder quarry and the Board of

Agriculture and Foresry now proposed that the three-acre area be tumed into apark: "A low barrier around the

edge, agrass surface, some shede trees and windbresk planting, and the residents of ad visitorsto Honolulu

could, in 10 minutes, be nearly a thousand feet above the City in an ided picnic and recregtiond gpot unequded
60

on the Leaward Sde of O'ahu for its panoramic view of oceen, city, and mountains (...)."  Ten years laer, in
19%7, thisbecame Pu'u'Uaakaa Sate Pak, pat of the Makiki-Tantalus Recregtion Area

During the 1950s with the ad of federd funding, O'ahu saw an increase in new road congtmction with the
widening, sraightening and even dimination of old roeds and the building of Hawai'i'sfirst freawaysand new
multi-lane highways Tantdus-Round Top Drive benefited from benign neglect during this period, very probably
duetothe few resdentsliving dong the drive. The only subgtantia improvement to the drive wes in 1953-54,
when low curbsde retaining wals and roadside drainage culverts mede from quarried besalt were built, where
neaded, dong the length of the road. These were the lagt subgtantid additions or dterations to this historic drive.

CURRENT STATUS

Tantaus and Round Top Driveswere built on public lands betwean 1892 and 1917 by the Kingdom, Provisond,
Republic and Territoria govanments of Hawai'i. The ownership of the road remained with the Territory of
Hawai'i, and subsequently with the Sateof Hawai'i until 1993, The pessege of Resolution 93-287 and Act 228
H.B. No. 1085 in 1993 trandferred title to the City and County of Honolulu in neme and tax map, Shcea

metes and bounds surnvey does nat exist. There was no actud exdhange of desds

Under Act 234, pessdin 1957, the Tantdus-Round Top areawas zoned as a Consarvation Didtrict with
conditiona residentiad use in the Statesland use classification sysem. The zoning regulations were desgned to
prevent water pollution to the watershed areg, therdy redtricting further residentia, commerdid, or agriculturd
devdopment. The 2000-acre Makiki Sate Recregtion Areawess edablished in 1957 as patt of the State park

* "Tantdlus Soaric Drive Improvamat Scheduled” Hondulu Advertiser. April 28, 1947.
60"History from ar Fles" Hondulu Advartiser. Sgoiambe 12, 1947.
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sydem. This recregtiond area conggsof awaysde park dong Makiki Heights Drive, an upper valey areafrom
wayside park to Pu'u 'Ohi'a, and the Pu'u 'Udakda Sate Pak

Tantaus ishome to around 900 residents with gpproximatdy 200 homes that are not serviced by the municipd
61

wadewater sydem; there isno long-term plan to extend sarvice tothat arear The 2000 Caaus reports thet the
neighborhood is an older ane with 1957 as the median year for home congruction. Mo of the homes are higher
than 1,300 feat above s level. Proparty parcds have been rdatively undhanged snce they were placed on the
market in late 1800s and early 1900s

The drive provides aooess to anetwork of gpproximatdy fifteen trailsthat mn throughout Makiki Vadley and the
Tantaus-Round Top mountain range. These trails, auch as the Manoa Cliff Trail, Pu'u 'Ohi‘aTrail, Judd Trail,
‘AihudamaTrail, and Nuuanu Trail, offer the hiker repite from nearby urben Honolulu and an opportunity to
explore the verdant Tantelus forest, as well as some panoramic views of Diamond Heed and the Wa'anee range
Many of the exigting hiking trails are thought to originate with old horse trails from both the deforestation and
reforestation days Of higtorical note, the lower portion of Maundaha Trail and a peth that mns dong the
Maundaha (east) dde of Moleka Sream traces the path of the old carriage roed built by G.M. Herring that begins
a the Forestry Baseyard near the convergence of Kaneddle and Moleka Streems

Theroad ispopular with cydigts, hikers, runners, birdwatchers, and motorcyde dubs (identified on one website as

a2
one of the best soenic routes for amotorcyde drive).  The Tantadus Community Association hes bean very active
in the dearing of the invadve and non-ndive vegetation and engaging in quarterly roadsde deanups and
"workdays." Vehicular gpeding isaproblem, as the hairpin curves and the length of this mountain road presant a
chdlenge irresgtibleto recregtiond drivers. Heavy rainfall and strong winds often cause falling trees forcing road
doaures There have ben efforts by the City to put up waming Sgns and re-dripe roeds al toward meking the
road sefe for drivers.

ALTERATIONS

There have baen rdatively few minor dterations to Tantalus-Round Top Drive outsde the period of sgnificance
(1890 - 1954). Masonry and concrete swaes and rolled agphdt curbs were inddled in the mid 1980s on the
downdide of tums and dongdde the edge of lookouts. A few shart segmants of metd guardrall were ingdled over
the pedt few decades Smdl numbars sgns (with digplays such as 252+00) were postioned by the City in 2006 to
hdp identify gretches of the road for maintenance crews Contemporary goeed limit dgns, reflectors, and traffic
dgns ae found a intervas on the road. The mile and haf-mile maker pods were ingdled by the Tantdus
Community Association in 2000. At certain lookouts, short wooden or metd pogts are placed to define the limit of
thelot - some particularly the metd pales a the large Pu'u 'Ohi'a Trailhead parking were ingaled to deter night-

time parking and impede trash dumping.

MlmmyﬁmaRngxalﬂveSmray Chepe 2. '
WWW.motor cveleroads.usroads/hi rtd.htril. Accessed Mav 11.2006. -
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Narrative Statement of Significance

Tantdus-Round Top Drive fulfills CriteriaA and Cfor listing onthe National Regiger of Historic Haces The road
represents asignificant and diginguisheble entity in the historical devdopment of the city of Honolulu. The road retains
higtoric integrity in itsorigina road dignment, narrow lanes, undevdoped shoulders and gpectacular setting above the
city. Minima dterations over the padt ninety years have nat only presarved the historic charecter of the road, but have
a0 hdped maintain the naturd and scenic qudities of the rurd Tantalus community.

Criterion A: The devdopment of Tantdus-Round Top Drive goanned the five successive governments of Hawai'i. The
roadway served the sde and devdopment of residentid lots dong the route, and provided vehicular aooess for awdl-usd
soenic drive enjoyed by tourigts and resdents dike™ In fact, irrespective of assodated resdentid devdopment, the
roedway represants an important civic amenity in itsfunction to provide a soenic driveto tourigts and resdentsdike. By
providing an overview of the city, congtruction of the road contributed to the emergence of civic pridein the citizenry of
Honolulu during the late-ningteenth and early-twentieth centuries. Itshistoric use as arecregtiond destination enaured its
continued gatus asachaished naturd landscape

At the tum of the eghteenth century, O'ahu was becoming the new center of commerce and tradein the idands. The
discovery of the only navigeble harbor in al of the idands on the south shore of O'ahu in 1793 led to the subssguat

&4
growth of Honolulu as an economic, political, and sodd powerhouse  From the harvesting of the native forests on
Tantdus in the early nineteenth century to the subsequent reforedtation initiated by the Kingdom and later the Territory's
Forestry Programs to the opening of the mountain for recregtiond and residentid use, the devdopment of the mountain
road pardlds the gradud modemization of Hawai'i. The devdopment and use of the road extended through the Kingdom
of Hawai'i (1810-1893), the Provincid Govemment (1893 to 1894), the Republic of Hawai'i (1894 to 1900), the Territory
of Hawai'i (1900 until 1959), and, finaly, the Stete of Hawai'i, when the idands were admitted asthe Fiftieth Sate of the
United Sates of Americain March 1959, Each govemmeant hes deamed the mountain road significant enough to dedicate
time and money to its mantenance and growth. Tantalus and Round Top Drives represant apattem of road devdopment
that transformed old trails and carriageways into roeds that could be easily negatiated by the automobiles introduced to the

65

idands in the early twentieth century.

The macadamized paving of Tantdus Round-Top Drive was ane of the earliest projects undartaken by the Work Progress
Adminigration (WPA), one of the agendes esablished by United Sates Presdent Franklin Ddano Roosavdt to hdp the
nation recover from the savere economic downtum causad by the New Y ork sodk exdhange collgpse in 1929, Bewean
1936 and 1941, the WPA spent $10,000,000 in federa funds to aid the Territory of Hawaii. The footprint of the road

remains largely as the WPA project left it, and the drive today isareminder of the United States invesment in Hawai'i
even prior to Satehood in 1959. o o |

The opening of the road in the 1900s dlowed Honolulu's prominent families to purchese residentid lotsthat were indose
proximity to town, with acool comfortable dimate and sunning scenic gpped. Thefirst ummar homes built inthis
highly desired resort environment induded the Waterhousgs " Olindita’ (1902); Sanetor CH. Dickey's"Kuahiwi" (1906);
Mary Alexander's "Paliuli" (1907); the Wilder home "Mehemanuda” desgned by architect Tom Gill (1908); the

"Tantdus Soaic Drive Improvemat Scheduled,” April 28, 1947.

64
Gavan Dawvs Sd of Time A Higory of the Haweiian Idands (Honolulu: University of Hawal'i Press 1968), 37.
" Raph Kuykenddl, The Hawaian Kingdom. 1854-1874. VVol. 2 (Honolulu: Universty of Hawal'i Rress 1963), 23
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Campbdl's "Kdaukoa' (1917); and David Little Withington's"The Camp" (1918). The Davies, Judd, Dillingham,
Bishop, Cadlle, and Thurgon families aso had summe homes on Tantdus Govemor Waelter Freer maintained alarge
edate on the mountain. In 1928, Thomes Gill congmcted ahome, caled 'Wao'da on Tantaus and became one of the
first year-round resdents Many of these higtoric grand resdences are il intact dong Tantaus and Round Top Drives
and severd current residents claim residency back to the Kingdom's Royd Patents. There are no other mountain ridge
residentid devdopments in Honolulu that compere to TantalusRound Top's soenic aooess by curvilinear roed thet follows
the naturd topography. Also nateble are the depth to which the road reeches into the vdley and the large Sze of many of
the lots. Sevard homes are currently listed on the State Regigter of Historic Flaces as part of the Multiple Property
designation for "Tantalus Resdences™ "Nutridge' in Pu'u 'Udakda Sate Pak isdsoindividualy listed on the Nationa
Regider as thefirst macadamia nut farmin Hawai'i.

Tantaus-Round Top Drive hes bean dnce its inception apopular destination for both vistors and resdentsfor its soenic
vidas and the experience of driving through alush forest landscgpein daose proximity to urben Honolulu. As early a8
1820, O'ahu's landmarks were dreedy well established; many historica accounts goesk of the beadhes of WaKTKT and

66
Diamond Heed, the flat Honolulu plains. Barber's Point, and the mountains of Wai'anee.  The proliferation of literature
from the time the road was condructed revedsits sgnificance as an early tourigt atraction of Honolulu. Tantausis
desribed &5 one of "Hawai'i's best cards - miles of the lovdiest soenaryflankingan excdlent driveway thet winds
through coal forests of koa, kukui and eucayptus The road provided aooess to the cool mountains and "makes avaleble

67
this veritable garden gpot, with its striking penorama. of Honolulu and environs™  The road wes a tesament to the civic
pride evident in the citizenry of Honolulu & the beginning of the twentieth century: "From Tantdus it isthet the
Honolulan mey redly see hiscity; obtain an inddible impresson of its great length soravled out from Koko Heed to
Barber's Point; and of its breadth stretching from the verdure-cdlothed dopes to the blue ocean, south and west. One mugt

63
view Honolulu from Tantalus to sioudy gppredae its Sze, itsorderliness, itswonderful coloring."”
Additionally, it isimportant to note thet the constmction of the roed is assodated with severd prominent Honolulu
citizens, anong them Lorrin A. Thurgton, Henry Hackfield, Govemor Wdter Freer, and H.W. Schmidt. However, their
contribution to the roadway project remains aminor agoect of their carears and accomplishments. As auch, the property
isnot nominated under criterion B.

Lorrin Andrews Thurgon (1858-1931), was the grandson of Asaand Lucy Thurston, mambass of the 1820 pioneer
company of missonaries to Hawai'i. Bom in Honolulu, he played an ingmmentd rolein the transformation of Hawai'i
froma sovereign congtitutional monarchy into aterritory of the United Sates. As owner and publisher of the Honolulu

Advertiser, Thurdon enthusiadtically promoted Hawai'i as atourist destination and was afirm proponent of ﬂJb”C parks
Hewas ingmmentd in the etablishment of Hawai'i Vocanoes Nationd Pak on the Idand of Hawai'i and Hdeskda
69

Nationa Park on Maui. Thurston was the driving force behind govemment road constmction to the volcano on Hawai'i
and to Tantdus on O'ahul. %

" Meyen, viii.
"Tantdus Drive Hondlulu's Soanic Wondaland' Paradise of the Padific. Decarba 1928,
"Tantdus Drive Hondlulu's Soanic Wondaland' Paradise of the Padific. Deoamba 1928
A. Gove Day, Higory Méakes of Hawai'i. (Honolulu: Mutud Publishing. 1984) 121



NFS Foam 10-900-a n OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86) A

United States Department of the Interior
Nationd Pak Savice

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET I

Sections Pege3 Tantaus - Round Top Road Honolulu, Hawai'i

Other pioneer Tantdus landowners were Henry Hackfield (1815-1887) of Hackfield and Co., Samud Northrup Cadlle
(1808-1894) of Cedlle and Cooke, and Samud Thomies Alexander (1836-1904) of Alexander and Baldwin. Hackfield,
Cadle, and Alexander were founding membars of three of the five sugarcane corporations known asthe "Big Five' that
effectively dominated idand life economicaly, palitically, and socidly throughout the Territorial era and into the early
years of Statehood.

Among theseleedars, Hackfield in particular promoted Tantalus as arecregtiond destination by building areregt for the
Gaman Club on his Kdali'opua Flace property. The Gaman Club was alarge sodid organization foundedin 1854 during
the reign of King Kamehamaha |11 and mede up of prominent mambers of the szable and influentid Gaman community
in Honolulu. Hackfield's managing director, H.W. Schmidt, buih the first house on Tantdus, "Maluhig”" in 1892. His
granddaughter, Margaret Smith Y oung (1905-1993) was along-time Tantaus resdent and founder of the Hawai'i Nature
Center a the Makiki Sate Recregtion Area \Y

Many of these early Tantdus resdents hed various offices in the Hawalian govemment. Schmidt wes a Sendtor in the
Hawaiian legidature. Hackfield sarved asconsul in Hawai'i for Gamany, Norway, and Sveden and wes acharter
mamba of the Honolulu Chamber of Commerce. During the monarchy, Lorrin A. Thurgon saved in the House of
Representatives House of Nobles, and wes gppointed Minigter of the Interior.

Criterion C: The congtruction of the road between 1832 and 1916 is a trangportation enginesring achievement. Courty
enginegs, private contractors, and prison trudties improved and modemized the old trail into a carriage road and
automobile sysem dexpite the chalenging terrain. TantalusRound Top Drive isarare extant example of arurad scenic
roedway corridor winding through the forest reserve adjacent to Honolulu's primary urben core. Other examples, such es
the Nu'uanu-Pdli Road, have bean dtered by urban devdopment and the congtruction of modem highways dong the
origind dignments. Festures of the TantalusRound Top roadway, such as mesonry wals and curbs, are significant for
their use of vemacular materids, in this case besdt or "lavarock.”

Tantdus-Round Top Drive isone of the lagt examples of a heavily forested landscgpe in the city of Honolulu. The
integrity of the road hes been audained over the years. Higtoric photos, during and after congruction, indicete thet the
rugtic character of the road hes undergone rdatively few and minor dhanges Current vegetation reveds layers of the
historic use of Makiki Vdley -deforestation, reforestation, and pettems of the establisiment of netive and non-native
Foedes The lavarock walls dong certain dretches of both Tantelus and Round Top dete from the roed's constmction.
Basdt rock culverts, concretelined gutters and rolled agphah curbs are examples of typica road treaiments in Hawai'i
during the early twentieth century. With the exception of afew dretchesof metd guardrall and limited traffic Sgns the
road's presant-day gopearance isphydcaly and visudly smilar to itsorigina gopesrance Today atrip dong the Tantdus
Round Top Drive provides an opportunity for amotorist to enjoy what excurdonigts would have ssanin 1917. The roed
provides spectacular scenery, with views of Honolulu's natural beeuty: verdant mountains and valleys, coedd dretches
and ooeen vidas.
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Geographica Data n * -
UTM References The coordinates for Tantalus-Round Top Drive form alinear resource goproximated by the

following line ssgmeants -

Zone Easting Nortting
1. Mile Marker 1.5 04-6212200-235777
2. Mile Marker 2.0 04-6214200-235812
3. Mile Marker 2.5 04-6216600-235858
4. Mile Marker 3.0 04-6217600-235878
5. Mile Marker 3.5 04-6218500-235890
6. Mile Marker 4.0 04-6220400-235910
7. Mile Marker 4.5 04-6225000-235925
8. Mile Marker 5.0 04-6230800-235920
9. Mile Marker 5.5 04-6230000-235865
10. Mile Marker 6.0 04-6227800-235825
11. Mile Marker 6.5 04-6227400-235795
12. Mile Marker 7.0 04-6227800-235777

13. Mile Marker 7.5
14. Mile Marker 8.0

04-6225800-235755
04-6223200-235730
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Figure 1: Schematic map of Tantalus-Round Top Drive (Tantalus Community Association.).
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Figure2: Aerial view of Honolulu and Tantalus (Google Maps, ca. 2005).
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Figure 3: 1873 Survey Mg of Makiki Vdley by W.D. Alexander (fiill 9ze mgp attached).
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Figure4: 1911 Hawaii Territory Survey Map, Makiki Vdley Section (full 9ze mgp atached).
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Figures5and 6:  Kukui trees along Tantalus Road, 1905 (Alonzo Gartley, Bernice P. Bishop Museum)
Tantalus Road, ca. 1907 (7.5. Wilson, Bernice P. Bishop Museum)



NPS Fomi 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department ofthe Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section 11 Page 6 Tantalus- Round Top Roed
Hondulu, Hawai'i

Figures7and 8: Diamond Head from Tantalus, ca. 1900-1910 (Alonzo Gartley, Bernice P. Bishop Museum)
Diamond Head from Tantalus, 2006 (Mason Architects, Inc)
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FiguresQand 10: Tantalus [view to 'Ewa], 1926 (photographer unknown, Bernice P. Bishop Museum)
Tantalus, view to'Ewa, 2006 (Mason Architects, Inc.)
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Figures1lland12:  Paving Round Top Road, ca. 1916 (Hawaii State Archives)
Paving Round Top Drive, ca. 1926 (Williams Sudios, Hawaii State Archives)
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Figures 13and 14: Tantalus, 1901 (UnaA. Clark, Private Collection)
Picnic at Pu'u Kakea, 1918 (Hedemann?, Bernice P. Bishop Museum)
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Figures 15and 16: Mile Marker 15
Honolulu Watershed Fores Resarve Sign

Figures 17and 18  "Hogdadk", neer Mile Marker 4.0

Basdt (lavarock) retaining wall & Hogseck.

OMB No. 1024-0018



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section 11 Pege 11 Tantalus - Round Top Road
Honolulu, Hawai'i

Figures 19 and 20: Bamboo forest, near origind Schmidt Edate, Mile Marker 50 - 55
Basdt curbing, neer Mile Marker 50

Figures 21 and 22: Honolulu Watershed Forest Resarve, Mile Marker 80
View from Manoa Vdley overlook.
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