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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See Instructions in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 18). Complete each item by marking ‘x’ in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter ''N/A" for "‘not applicable.” For functions, styles, materials,
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1. Name of Property
historic name  Cumberland Presbyterian Church
other names/site number  Resource #WH2022

2. Location
street & number East Race Street L__| not for publication N/A
city, town  Searcy vicinity N/A
state Arkansas code AR county White code 145 zip code /2143
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
X ] private X7 building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ public-local [ district 1 bulldings
[l public-State [ site sites
[ public-Federal [ structure structures
[ object objects
1 o) Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources Iﬁwlouoly
Historic and Architectural Resources listed In the National Register _A___

fate/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination E] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 38 CFR Part 80.
In my n, thesproperty mm (] g68s noj meet tige National Register criteria. Ds« continuation sheet.

Signature of certitying lal . Date
rkansas Hist®Bric Preservation{¥rogram

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
|, hereby, certify that this property is:

[ entered in the National Register.
E] See continuation sheet.

[ determined eligible for the National
Register. [ see continuation sheet.

[ determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[Jremoved from the National Register.
[Jother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action




6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
RELIGIOUS/ Religious Structure

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
RELIGION/ Religious Structure

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN/ Romanesque

20th CENTURY REVIVALS/ Classical

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation ___ StO01€

walls brick
- asphalt
other glass

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

7] see continuation sheet
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Description

The Cumberland Presbyterian Church is a single story, buff brick ecclesiastical structure which
originally featured a Greek cross plan with an inset comer bell tower (a rectangular addition was
attached to the eastern elevation which is longer than the church building itself) and which was
designed in the transitional Romanesque Revival/Classical Revival style. The cross-gable roof is covered
with composition shingles and set behind a slightly raised parapet; the bell tower’s pyramidal roof is
clad with metal. The continuous foundation is built of stone.

The southern or main elevation is composed of the pyramidal roofed bell tower to the west and
the gable end of the sanctuary to the east. The tower is punctuated only by a pointed arch entry on
the first floor and a segmental arch, louvered belfry opening on the second story. The entry is accessed
by a low flight of concrete stairs and filled with flush plank wood pair doors beneath a stained glass
tympanum. Brick voussoirs surround the arch. The belfry opening is filled with wood louvers and the
metal, pyramidal roof finishes the tower. The only other decoration on the tower is the three-quarter
height brick comer buttresses with stone offsets. The gable end features a similar segmental arch
opening in the peak filled with wood louvers. The monumental and elaborate stained glass window
below is composed of a brick arch which separates the glazing into two fields. The outside field
consists of an arched band of glazing above a horizontal wood lintel, divided by wood mullions into
three curved segments, and two narrow, rectangular double-hung sash windows below. Inside the brick
arch a larger, double-hung, figural sash window is surmounted by a small glazed arched opening. The
western elevation is virtually a mirror image of the southern elevation, with the exception of the tower’s
first story, which on this elevation is punctuated with a segmental arch stained glass window, and the
gable roofed rear entrance vestibule to the north.

The rear or northemn elevation allows direct access to the sanctuary at the extreme west through
a single door. The elevation is lighted by another monumental stained glass window to the west of the
attached gable roof vestibule, which itself is lighted by a single one-over-one wood sash window. The
two story, brick 1946 addition is two bays wide on this side and six bays in length on its eastern
elevation. Each bay is filled with a pair of six-over-six wood sash windows. The southem elevation
of the addition extends just beyond the front of the church, though it is well hidden by trees, and is
punctuated only by a door at the western end and by another at the southern end of the western
elevation of the projecting portion of the addition.

The Cumberland Presbyterian Church is in a remarkably good state of repair and has suffered
only minor alterations with the exception of the addition of the two story structure on the back of the
building. However, this addition is visually unobtrusive and does not detract from the historic
impression of the design.

The Cumberland Presbyterian Church is in very good condition.



8. Statement of Significance ; ﬁ
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[[Inationally [ ] statewide [x]tocally

Applicable National Register Criteria [ JA [ |B [x]JCc []D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [xJA [18 [Jc [Jo [Je [JF [la

Areas A(I’{fCH r'}ifé%aTnga éenter categories fmm‘instmctions) Period of So?glgganoe Sigmt Dates

Cultural Atﬁmn

Significant 'I,\I iy ArchitedIBtm

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

[X] see continuation sheet
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Significance Criterion C, local significance

The Cumberland Presbyterian congregation was organized in 1824 in Searcy and occupied two
other structures before the construction of this church in 1903. The congregation remained vital over
the years and helped sponsor a number of community and cultural activities in the city.

The Cumberland Presbyterian Church (Part E, Historic Context #3) is both reflective of a
relatively prosperous period in the history of Searcy, when its residents and institutions were able to
commission better and more elaborate designs, and a high quality example of the type of stylistic
combinations which were occurring in the early twentieth century. The pervasive popularity of the
Romanesque Revival was rapidly giving way to the Classical and Renaissance Revivals, though patrons
seemed to want a little of each. The monumental arches of this design clearly recall the Romanesque
while the lighter materials, the less heavy detail and the preference for smoother, sheer wall surfaces
heralds a return to the formal European Classical and Neoclassical prototypes. Nevertheless, the
Cumberland Presbyterian Church remains a successful synthesis of these contemporaneous architectural
styles and is certainly one of the finest institutional examples of this transitional style in White County.



9. ‘M!E Bibliographical References

See "Historic and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas,"

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

(I preliminary determination of individual listing (38 CFR 67)
has been requested
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark

(] See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
("] state historic preservation office

Other State agency
Federal agency

Local government

Section H.

recorded by Historic American Buildings D University
Survey # (] other
E]rocordod by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #
10. Geographical Data__~ - -7 %
Acreage of property Less than 1 acre
UTM References
ALS] |61 4188 0] (390,114,000 ] T UV B D R SN (| o W (T
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
e o LT T (N O A [« B 0t at e TN WO TBE S i WO

(x]See continuation sheet
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Verbal Bpundqry Qoscrlpﬂon

i
L

[X] see continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

[X] see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle enneth Story, National Register Coordinator

organization ___~rkansas Historic Freservation Program date 14 December, 1989
street & number _ 22> E Markham, Suite 300 telephone ___ 501-371-2763

city or town __Little Rock state Arkansag  zip code /2201

*U.8.GPO:1988-0-223-918
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Section number Page

Verbal Boundary Description:

Beginning at the point formed by the intersection of the eastern edge of North Spring Street
with the northern elevation of East Race Street, proceed easterly along said line to the point
formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the eastern elevation of the
building; thence proceed northerly along said line to a point formed by its intersection with
a perpendicular line running along the northern elevation of the building; thence proceed
westerly along said line to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running
along the western elevation of the building; thence proceed southerly along said line to the
point of beginning.

Boundary Justification:

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource.
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EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY Cumberland Presbyterian Church
NAME :

MULTIPLE White County MPS

NAME :

STATE & COUNTY: ARKANSAS, White

DATE RECEIVED: 8/01/91 DATE OF PENDING;LIST:. 8415491
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 8/31/91 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 9735493
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 91001225

NOMINATOR: STATE

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: y’ NATIONAL: N

COMMENT WAIVER: N

ACCEPT < RETURN REJECT ?{/3/?/ DATE

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

See oHerwed Forvmim~ ents

RECOM. /CRITERIA {Zﬂv F o
REVIEWER orper
DISCIPL iteVo rYO

E___ ¥
DATE I&I,IB—IG |

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments @'N see attached SLR Y/N



CLASSIFICATION

count resource type

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

FUNCTION

__-historic current

DESCRIPTION

architectural classification
materials
descriptive text

SIGNIFICANCE
Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below
Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

____summary paragraph

___completeness

relarite

____applicable criteria

____Jjustification of areas checked
___relating significance to the resource
____context

___relationship of integrity to significance
__Justification of exception

____other

BIBLIOGRAPHY

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

____acreage verbal boundary description
UTMs boundary justification

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION

sketch maps USGS maps photographs ___ _presentation

OTHER COMMENTS
Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Phone

Signed VM MMM Date 7//5/?’




Cumberland Presbyterian Church
White County MPS
White County, ARKANSAS

Reviewer's Comments

The boundaries of this property are presently located along
building lines. A resource listed in the National Register
should include all features of the property which contribute to
its significance. In almost all cases this includes its historic
setting. Page 77 of National Register Bulletin 16, Guidelines
for Completing National Register of Historic Places Forms, states
that "the boundaries of buildings should include the land
surrounding the building, unless the lot occupied by the building
contains no surrounding land as in the central business district
of most cities."

Please revise the boundaries to include the property historically
associated with the resource. If a portion of the original
setting has lost its integrity, please explain.

Marilyn Harper
Historian
Sept. 16, 1991
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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking ''x'’ in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter ''N/A" for 'not applicable.”” For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets

(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property

historic name  Cumberland Presbyterian Church

other names/site number  Resource #WH2022

2. Location

street & number East Race Street

__Inot for publication N/A

city, town Searcy

__Jvicinity ~ N/A

state Arkansas code AR county White

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

X private (X7 building(s)

(] public-local (] district

[ public-State [ site

(] public-Federal [ ] structure
[ object

Name of related multiple property listing:
Historic and Architectural Resources

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

1 buildings
sites
structures
objects

1 o Total

Number of contributing resources I\f)/'ovlomly
listed In the National Register __ N/

tate/Federal Agency Certification

In my n, thesproperty Elm

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination [_] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
s noj meet tjle National Register criteria. [ see continuation sheet.

S— 3-99

Slznature of cert

ifying
rkansas

ist®ric Preservation{¥rogram

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby, certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register.
r_—] See continuation sheet.

/mﬁ

NIYZ2

Y

[:]determined eligible for the National
Register. D See continuation sheet.

/0 . WA~
/

[:]determ_ined not eligible for the
National Register.

[ ]removed from the National Register.

[Jother, (explain:)

A
% oSignature of the Keeper

Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
RELIGIOUS/ Religious Structure

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
RELIGION/ Religious Structure

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN/ Romanesque

20th CENTURY REVIVALS/ Classical

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation :toni
walls R
tool asphalt
other glass

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

E] See continuation sheet
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Description

The Cumberland Presbyterian Church is a single story, buff brick ecclesiastical structure which
originally featured a Greek cross plan with an inset comner bell tower (a rectangular addition was
attached to the eastern elevation which is longer than the church building itself) and which was
designed in the transitional Romanesque Revival/Classical Revival style. The cross-gable roof is covered
with composition shingles and set behind a slightly raised parapet; the bell tower’s pyramidal roof is
clad with metal. The continuous foundation is built of stone.

The southern or main elevation is composed of the pyramidal roofed bell tower to the west and
the gable end of the sanctuary to the east. The tower is punctuated only by a pointed arch entry on
the first floor and a segmental arch, louvered belfry opening on the second story. The entry is accessed
by a low flight of concrete stairs and filled with flush plank wood pair doors beneath a stained glass
tympanum. Brick voussoirs surround the arch. The belfry opening is filled with wood louvers and the
metal, pyramidal roof finishes the tower. The only other decoration on the tower is the three-quarter
height brick comer buttresses with stone offsets. The gable end features a similar segmental arch
opening in the peak filled with wood louvers. The monumental and elaborate stained glass window
below is composed of a brick arch which separates the glazing into two fields. The outside field
consists of an arched band of glazing above a horizontal wood lintel, divided by wood mullions into
three curved segments, and two narrow, rectangular double-hung sash windows below. Inside the brick
arch a larger, double-hung, figural sash window is surmounted by a small glazed arched opening. The
western elevation is virtually a mirror image of the southern elevation, with the exception of the tower’s
first story, which on this elevation is punctuated with a segmental arch stained glass window, and the
gable roofed rear entrance vestibule to the north.

The rear or northern elevation allows direct access to the sanctuary at the extreme west through
a single door. The elevation is lighted by another monumental stained glass window to the west of the
attached gable roof vestibule, which itself is lighted by a single one-over-one wood sash window. The
two story, brick 1946 addition is two bays wide on this side and six bays in length on its eastern
elevation. Each bay is filled with a pair of six-over-six wood sash windows. The southem elevation
of the addition extends just beyond the front of the church, though it is well hidden by trees, and is
punctuated only by a door at the western end and by another at the southern end of the western
elevation of the projecting portion of the addition.

The Cumberland Presbyterian Church is in a remarkably good state of repair and has suffered
only minor alterations with the exception of the addition of the two story structure on the back of the
building. However, this addition is visually unobtrusive and does not detract from the historic
impression of the design.

The Cumberland Presbyterian Church is in very good condition.



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[Inationalty [ statewide [x]tocally

Applicable National Register Criteria [ JA [ |B [x]c []D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [x]A [IB8 [Jc [Io [Je [JF [Ja

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions Period of Significance Signi t Dates
ARCH TECTURé 9 ) ?Qgga A grygc&;‘n

Cultural Afﬁm(ign

Significant Person Architect/Bujlder
¢ NJAC ooy

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

[X]see continuation shest



9. Major Bibliographical References

See "Historic and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas," Section H.

D See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [] state historic preservation office
[]previously listed in the National Register [_]Other State agency
I:]previously determined eligible by the National Register []Federal agency
[:ldeaignated a National Historic Landmark E Local government
[Jrecorded by Historic American Buildings [ Juniversity
Survey # (] other
l:] recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data__ " =~

Acreage of property Less than 1 acre

UTM References
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[x]See continuation sheet
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Verbal Boundary Qescription
" .

@See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

See continuation sheet
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nameltitle Kenneth Story, National Register Coordinator

organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date 14 December, 1989
street & number _ 22> E Markham, Suite 300 telephone ___ 201-371-2763 \
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Significance Criterion C, local significance

The Cumberland Presbyterian congregation was organized in 1824 in Searcy and occupied two
other structures before the construction of this church in 1903. The congregation remained vital over
the years and helped sponsor a number of community and cultural activities in the city.

The Cumberland Presbyterian Church (Part E, Historic Context #3) is both reflective of a
relatively prosperous period in the history of ‘Searcy, when its residents and institutions were able to
commission better and more elaborate designs, and a high quality example of the type of stylistic
combinations which were occurring in the early twentieth century. The pervasive popularity of the
Romanesque Revival was rapidly giving way to the Classical and Renaissance Revivals, though patrons
seemed to want a little of each. The monumental arches of this design clearly recall the Romanesque
while the lighter materials, the less heavy detail and the preference for smoother, sheer wall surfaces
heralds a return to the formal European Classical and Neoclassical prototypes. Nevertheless, the
Cumberland Presbyterian Church remains a successful synthesis of these contemporaneous architectural
styles and is certainly one of the finest institutional examples of this transitional style in White County.
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Verbal Boundary Description:

Beginning at the point formed by the intersection of the eastern edge of North Spring Street with the northern edge
of East Race Street; proceed easterly along said line for a distance of approximately 200 feet to a point formed by
its intersection with a perpendicular line running parallel to the eastern elevation of the building; thence proceed
northerly for a distance of approximately 200 feet along said line to a point formed by its intersection with a
perpendicular line running parallel to the northern elevation of the building; thence proceed westerly along said line
for a distance of approximately 200 feet to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along
the eastern edge of North Spring Street; thence proceed southerly along said line for a distance of approximately
200 feet to the point of beginning.

Boundary Justification:

The original lot has been subdivided during the non-historic period, resulting in an indefinite current lot boundary;
therefore, this boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource that retains its integrity.
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