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5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

X private _ building(s)
_ public-local X district i
_ public-State _ site '
_ public-Federal _ structure

_ Object J

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

DOMESTIC: Single Dwelling, Multiple Dwelling

Secondary Structure

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

COLONIAL: Georgian. MID-19TH CENTURY: Greek
Revival, LATE VICTORIAN: Italianate: Queen Anne;
Stick: Shingle. LATE 19TH & EARLY 20TH CENTURY
REVIVALS: Colonial Revival; Tudor Revival

Narrative Description

Bristol County, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
59 18 buildings
sites
structures
. objects
59 18 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: Single Dwelling, Multiple Dwelling

Secondary Structure

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Brick; Stone: granite, Fieldstone: Concrete
walls Wood: weatherboard, shingle

* ' Synthetics: vinyl; Stucco; Brick

roof Asphalt; Slate

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



NPSForm 1M0»4
(Me)

RECEIVED™4T3*

IP 15195

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Souh Wi dMiaMBSe/AdtHiiegsiseEMstidN
North At eboroN/($Bfifift»PC:& alit>9E

Section number 7 Page | Massachuscirs

7. DESCRIPTION

South Washington Street Historic Didtrict is a formerly rural, now densdy-settled, suburban
neighborhood in which the built environment expresses two-hundred years of residentia
devdopment. Two centuries of history from colonia settlement to mid twentieth-century
suburban construction are represented.

Located in the centra section of the Town of North Attleborough, South Washington Street
Higtoric District forms the southem end of the village of North Attleborough which is Stuated
a the foot of Mount Hope Hill (aka Ten Mile Hill) to the eadt, reputed to be the highest
eevation in Bristol County. The northem end of the district is bounded by Scott's Brook
(e&ka Nine Mile Brook, 1858 Atlas) which runs into the Ten Mile River before it turns esst
into Cord Lake, amill pond sgparated by a causaway from Resarvoir Pond, dso a danmed
water body. Together these reservoirs are dso known as Falls Pond.  Scott's Brook sgparates
the district from the commercid, indtitutional and industrial arees of the village located to the
north.

Ead of the district, open land dopes downward to marsh and swampland dong the western
bank of the Ten Mile River. Land to the west, once part of the farmland belonging to the
Richards and Draper familieswhose property dso included much of the district, continues to
rise gently. Beginnmg in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, this area between
Broadway and South Washington Street was gradudly platted and bisected by severd dredts
Ash (1878), Bucklin (1885), Eddy (1901), Colburn (1903), Metcaf (1914), Hunting (1917)
and Sutherland Road (1951), many named for in-laws of the Richards Family. Over time,
this area d0 developed into a densdy-settled, resdentid neighborhood.  South of the district,
congtruction on South Washington Street becomes both more contemporary in desgn and less
resdentia in nature. Commercid and industrial buildings intervene before South Washington
Strest merges with Eag Washington Stret (Route 1 Bypass).

South Washington Streat Historic Digtrict is linearly organized dong the transportation route
which in this part of the North Attleborough was successvely adapted from a native tral to
become part of the Bay Path, a principa colonia overland thoroughfare, a late eighteenth-
century pogt road and the Norfolk Bristol Turnpike (1802). Housss line the road with a
somewhat irregular st back, but generdly present the consgent image of an affluent,
resdentid neighborhood offinely-executed,excellently-maintained, domedic architecture
ranging in expresson from vernacular to high-style.

(continued)
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Architecturaly, the district's main strength is its collection of late-nineteenth to early-
twentieth century, Victorian to Colonid Reviva styles Severd homes were designed by
prominent architectura firms from Boston and Providence. At leest four, mid-nineteenth
century houses have been supplanted.  This tum of the century period coincides with atime
of prosperity for jewelry manufacture, the principal industry in North Attleborough. Nearly
al the origina homeowners were officersof local jewelry-making firms. Two houses & the
bese of Hunting Street have been included in the district for their smilarity of association as
well as type, scde, and qudity of construction to those on South Washington Stredt.

The district contains 34 housss and 25 outbuildings on aout 285 acres of land. There ae
additionaly 6 houses and 12 outbuildings which are beyond the period of significanceand
ae, therefore, non-contributing. Open goece is limited to the enhanced, front yards of the
larger homes  Lotsrange in Sze from .11 to 511 acres and are generdly well-landscaped.
Mogt of the houses are clad with wood. Brick, stucco, and combinations of wood with sone
and wood with brick are dso presant as surface treetments. Severd homes have been covered
with synthetic siding, but the application on contributing houses is not sufficient to undermine
thelr integrity or detract from the historic character of the district. The vast majority of
buildings are remarkable for their lack of dteration and enjoy excdlent maintenance. Only a
couple could be consgdered to be merely in good condition. All houses remain in continuous
use nearly all as single-family resdences. One house, 190-192 South Washington Street was
built as aduplex. Two others, 169 South Washington Street and 173-175 South Washington
Street, now house two families.

Descriptions of significant and representative buildingsfollow. Properties are discussed in
chronological order until the first quarter of the twentieth century when a building boom of
16 houses occurred.  For this period, dwellingsare grouped according to style.
Noncontributing houses are discussed last. Three of likely four eighteenth-century houses are
extant. They reflect an earlier period of goarse settlement in a previous, agricultural economy.
Until nearly the middle of the nineteenth century, these were the only houses in the district.
Two (307 South Washington Strest, pre-1832; Magp No. 30; Photo No. 11 and 327 South
Washington Street pre-1832; Magp No. 31; MHC No. 136; Photo No. 12) lack all outbuildings
a leest so0me of which had remained part of eech property through 1880.

The 1 1/2-dory, 8bay, L-plan, Edward Richards Homesead, 169 South Washington
Street (c. 1762, Map No. 5, MHC No. P2, 110) hes been expanded over time likely from a
origina hall-and- loft mcture to thirteen rooms. Detail islimited to end boards, boxed
plain cornice, and a main entry including 3/4 dde lightswith molded trim surmounted by a
dmple entablature. Fenedration congsts of 6/6, double-hung sssh with plain trim. The

(continued)
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interior plan, even of the original section (south 3 bays) hes been reworked. Within a few
years of construction, Edward Richards added the two bays north of the main entry, creating a
symmetrical facade. The sscond entry and additional windowsat the north end of the facade
plus the small, 1-qory, 1tey projection were added in 1860 to house an gpartment built by
Lydia Richards, a niece of the original owner. The uppar sory of this north end of the house,
dameged by a fire in 1958 was rebuilt to include arear, shed dormer. A rear ell, now
housing a dining room, kitchen and den was ds0 added in the middle of the nineteenth
century. The westem end of this ell is reputed to have been utilized as ajewelry shop. The
origina chimney, behind the southern doorway, was modified around the tum of the twentieth
century when the fireplace was blocked and a parlor dove was ingtdled. Horsehair plaster
remans in the eighteenth century hall. A 1 1/2-gory bam, moved from Eddy Street in 1866,
gts ten feet behind the house. 1t was renovated in the late 1980's into picture frame shop and
studio.

The Draper houses represent the homesteads of the other family which controlled a major
portion of the land inthe area The Horace N. Draper House, 327 South Washington
Street (Map No. 31; MHC No. P2, 136; Photo No. 12) isa 2 1/2-gory, centra-chimney
Georgian dwelling with a 1-gory rear ell. Locd tradition datesthe houseto 1720. Available
title information indicates a house sood on the 100-acre property prior to 1750, but
incongstent sscondary sources including, genedlogica data, raise unresolved questions as to
whether the dwelling mentioned is or is not ether this house or the Barton |. Draper House
next door (see below). Detailing on this resdence includes a Georgian entry with dentiled,
triangular pediment and pulvinated frieze supported by Gresk Doric pilagters. Alterations
conds of aendosad entry on the south evation of the rear ell which dso boasts a multi-
paned picture window on its north elevation. Fenestration condgs of 2/1, double-hung sseh
with drip mold trim and prominent sills. A single window in the north gable boasting a
Flayed lintel may represent an earlier window trestment.

The 2 12 story with 1 1/2-gory, rear ell. Barton 1. Draper House, 307 South Washington
Street (MapNo. 30; Photo No. 11) which dates & leest from the early nineteenth century
now reembles an Itdianate dwelling in profile, masang and detail. The 3-bay facade
incdludes angled bays with segmentd-arched, 4/4, double-hung seeh surmounted by a boxed,
molded comice, dentils and brackets. The same eaves detall is repeated on the main roof and
on the pedimented entry portico supported by fluted poss and regponds. The 8-pand door is
surrounded by a double-paned sde lightsand an eliptical fan. Fenedration varies to include
6/6, double-hung sseh and paired, narrow 4/4, widowswith bracketed hoods decorated with
medallions and prominent sills. Anendaosad porch hes been added to the south evation of
the main block.

(continued)
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A cluger of early nineteenth-century, vernacular Gresk Revival, worker houses are located
near the northem end of the district on the eest 9de of South Washington Street. A nearly-
prigine example dands & 178 South Washington Street (Map No. 7; MHC No. P3, 165).
This smdl, one-and-one-haf-gory, 3-bay, gable-front, sde-entry dwelling boasts an entrance
with smple entablature including a broad frieze, plain vertical membeas and narrow, five-
pane, full-length dde lights. Panded, corner pilasters support awide, plain frieze surmounted
by an overhanging roof line with prominent, molded comice with returns. Fenedtration now
conggs of 2/2, double-hung saeh with drip mold cgps

The smilar, gable-front houses & 182 and 202 South Washington Street are larger. Inthe
twentieth century, eech main block was expanded by constmction of 1-dory, rear additions
and by ingtallation of dormers. The 3-bay, 11./2-story house & 182 South Washington
Street (Map No. 9; MHC No. P3, 166) hes its entry a the north end of the facade. The
entrance of wood pand door with rectangular light isflankedby 1/2-length sdelights
enframed by panded pilasters.

Similar comer pilasters support awide, plain frieze surmounted by an overhanging roof with
prominent cornice and partial retums. The full-width, sngle-gtory, hip-roofed porch with
Roman Doric columns and spindled baudrade is a lae nineteenth-century addition. The
application of vinyl siding hes obscured some detail and fenestration consss of contemporary
replacement widows.

The 3-bay, 1 1/2-gory house a 202 South Washington Street (Map No. 12; MHC No. P3,
168) with its entry a the southern end of the facade is largely a mirror image of 182 South
Washington Street.  The entrance of wood pand door is framed by dender, fluted pilagters
which support a smple entablature.  Corner pilasters support awide, plain friezebelow a
boxed comice with prominent retums. Fenedration of 6/6, double-hung seeh is st inframes
with drip mold trim fitted with louvered shutters. Like the porch a 182 South Washington
Stret, the wrgp-around veranda is a late nineteenth-century additionwith Roman Doric
columns.

The unpretentious, 2 1/2-gory, 3-bay, Sde-entry, Itdianate house & 173-175 South
Washington Street (Map No. 6; MHC No. P2, 128), formerly a single-family home, has bean
aduplex for sometime. Much of the vemacular, dassca detail hes been obscured by the
application of synthetic siding, but the double-leefed, Sde entry of panded doors with
oversized, rectangular glazing remans and is shdtered by a pent-roofed hood supported by
Italianate consoles.  The projecting comice with retums is still visible.

(continued)
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Another Itdianate dwelling, built to be a double house, dands a 190-192 South Washington
Street (Mg No. 10; MHC No. P3, 167). The 5-bay, 2 1/2-story, double-chimney, centrd-
entry vernacular house digplays a meeaure of cdasscd detall in its pedimented portico
aupported by Doric columns and responds which shdters paired, centrd entries of panded
wood doors. Porches on 9de devations may be twentieth century additions. A single-gory,
full-length, open porch on the north eevation is dso supported by Doric columns. The porch
on the south eevation hes been enclosed.  Eaves detail consgs of boxed, molded comice
with partial retums and paired, scroll brackets Fenestration consgs of 6/6, double-hung sseh
with drip molding and louvered shutters.  Paired, dender, 4/4 windows center the sscond
gory.

The only Sscond Empire house in the district is found a 179 South Washington Street (c.
1891, Map No. 8 MHC No. P2, 129), buih for Hiram T. Marsh, owner of aloca meat
market and provision sore. Thismodes, 1 1/2-dory, 2-bay cottage displays typical detallsin
its straight-sded Mansard roof with prominent comices and bracketed, gable-roofed dormers
Fenedration congds of 2/1, double-hung saeh with bracketed hoods.  The full-width veranda
Is supported by Roman Doric columns. A smple railing of square bdugters endoses the 2-
gdory porch. A portion of the latter hes been endosad on the second level.  Another, angle
dory porch with sguare pods and sawn brackets shdters the southwest corner of the house
The south eevation includes a semi-hexagond bay with bracketed comice. A late twentieth-
century, sngle-story, gable-roofed ell projects off the north elevation.

Five, large homes were built by locd jewelry manufacturers inthe 1880's and early 1890's.
The Hixon-Fisher House, 152 South Washington Street (c. 1881, remodded 1924, Map
No. 2; MHC. No. P2, 138; Photo No.'s 1 and 2), wes built as a Stick Style manson by
Edgar L. Hixon, founder with Robert F. Smmons of R. F. Smmons Company, manufacturer
of plated chains. Beatrice, the Hixon's adopted daughter who inherited the property, married
Harry W. Fisher, patner in Swift and FHsher which produced chdices, rosary beeds and other
religious goods. The Fshers, utilizing the sarvices of architect Albert Harkness of Providence,
Rhode Idand, remodded the house in 1924 to its present Tudor-like gpopearance. The plan
and massang of this 2 1/2-gory, irregular-shaped dwelling were largely retained, but previous
Stick Style gable decorations, brackets, finials and roof cresting were removed and clgpboard
sding was replaced with succo. The two-tiered, entry porch supplanted a former sngle-story
veranda and the present, pent-roofed conservatory, displaced a more omate, victorian,
greenhouse-like gructure. A deeping porch was added above the secondary entry porchon
the south devation. Quatrefoil roof line baudrades on the bays were replaced by cornice line
pargpets. Fenedration patterns were largaly retained, except in the gables where narrow,
casamat windowsreplaced paired, 1/1 double-hung seeh. Fenedtration of 4/4, double-hung

(continued)
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sch with plain frames replaced 1/1 windows. The rubble gone front wall replaced a picket
fence.

A tea house as well as the wallsand ornamenta gates of severd, formal gardens (themain
garden dso known to have been desgned by Harkness) remain, but plantings have largely
been lost. Flower beds once contained more than 100 different typesflowersto provide color
throughout the sseson. Inthe spring, more than 7,000 pansy plants were trangplanted to the
walled garden and a woodland walk bloomed with 1,000 bulbs. Two or three greenhouses
which housaed bedding plants, decorative shrubs, indoor and outdoor flowers, including
anthurium, birds of paradise and 28 varieties of orchids were demolished ¢. 1970. A
vegetable garden, duck pond, putting green and quoits court formerly dso part of the
landscaping have aso disgppeared.  Scott's Brook, which traverses the Ste en route to Ten
Mile River, hes been walled to protect the landscagpe from spring floods. Severd decordive
bridges that connected the banks of a 400-foot long rockery (rock garden) cregted dong its
edge remain, but a least one, mstic, wooden bridge hes been lost.  Some evidence remains of
pens located near the garage/stable. They housad up to 1,000 turkeys that were raised dong
with chickens as a hobby and for household consumption.

The William E. Smith House, 224 South Washington Street (c.1887. Map No. 16; MHC
No. P3, 171; Photo No. 7) is an daborate, 2 1/2-gory, L-shaped, Quean Anne/Stick Style
resdence built for one of three owners of the jewelry firm T. G. Frothingham and Company.
Elaborate wall detail includes imbricated shingles, comer boards, vertica and horizontal
bracing. The complex roof is broken by projecting, gable-roofed, square bays located on the
south eevation and a the northwest comer of the facade, an angled bay on the north
devation and by a crown dormer with bacony aove a central, gable dormer. Thefull-width,
pent-roofed, veranda with entry gable is supported by tumed posts with sawn brackets and
endosed by a geometricd-pattemed bdudtrade including cut-out, decorative pands. Irregular
fenestration includes tripart and paired variations with transoms, an oculus window and a
multi-paned, rectangular, fixed window. Double-hung saeh pattems dso vary; 1/1 with border
or transom-pattemed lightsin the upper seeh and 2/1 windows gppear. The exterior chimney
on the south elevation encompeasses a window before disgppearing into the projecting gable.

A smadl porch detailed similarly to the veranda, occupies the south eest comer of the house

The Louis Freeman House, 206 South Washington Street (c. 1891, Map No. 14; MHC No.
P3, 169; Photo No. 5) isa 1 1/2-gory, L-shgped dwelling with additiona rear ells and an
adjoining 1 1/2-gory bam. A combination of Itdianate, Queen Anne and Carpenter Gothic
details have been gpplied to this common, vemecular, gable-front with lateral wing house
form. Inthe 2-bay, main block, the 9de entry of pand door with rectangular, glazed pand,

(continued)
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dde lightsand lintel is surmounted by an Itadianate hood supported by consoles

The adjacent, angled-prow bay hes a bracketed cornice. Decorative gable tmsses and
vergeboards are Carpenter Gothic. The veranda which shdters the south éevation of the
main block and the facade of the dde ell is supported by Quean Anne tumed pods with savn
brackets and is endosaed by spindle bdusters. Anunusud, large, projecting, domed-roofed,
angled bay on the south eevation of the main block bregks the roof line of the veranda A
sngle, gable-roofed, wall dormer interrupts the roof line on the 9de ell. Fenedtration condds
of 2/2, double-hung saeh with shouldered, architrave trim and tabbed sills on the main block.
Bay windowshave 1/1, double-hung windows.

The high style. Queen Anne/Colonia Revival mangon built for Walter G. Clark a 264 South
Washington Street (c. 1891, Map No. 23; MHC No. P3, 178) was desgned by William R.
Waker of Providence, Rhode Idand. The highly decorated, 2 1/2-gory, irregular-plan house
hes a cross-gabled roof line, and a 2-story, angled-prow bay abutting a wragp-around veranda
The entrance, a panded-wood cottage door surrounded by plain trim with drip molding is
aurprisingly smple. Varied fenestration includes 1/1, double-hung sseh with continuous trim
with paired and tripart combinations located in gebles and dormers.  Seeh in the south gable is
recessad behind a balcony framed by colonettes and spindle railing.  The window in the north
gabdle isflanked by Tuscan pilasters which support a scroll pediment with lu-n. Surface
treetment includes an elliptical arch with a keysone aoove the paired windowsin the facade
gable and gpplied floral omament in the tympanum. A band of pands wrgps the facade bay.
The centrd pand is festooned with garlands.

Of gxteen houses built in a construction boom on South Washington Strest during the first
quarter of the twentieth century. Colonial Reviva formsgradualy supplanted Quean Anne
and Shingle styles, some in trangitiona representations. Quean Anne houses of this period
dand a 238 South Washington Streat and 302 South Washington Street.  The 2 1/2-gory, 238
South Washington Street (c.1901. Mgp No. 18, MHC No. P3, 172) is by far the more
daborate. The rectangular plan is embdlished by muhiple picturesque agles and bays as the
roof is composad of intersecting planes A tower with conical roof and finial occupies the
northwest corner of the facade. A full-width veranda, supported by Roman Doric columns
and endosed by aral of square bdugters, wraps around the tower. Upper levels are rich with
aurface detail. A wide frieze ornamented with garlands and festoons decorates the tower and
facade gable which istrimmed with bargeboards and centered with a semicircular fanlight.
This treatment is repeated on other cross gables under which second-gory windows are
cugered. Modillions support the cornice on the mainroof The first floor on the south
devation is broken by an angled bay and an open, gable-roofed porch with flared eaves

(continued)
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Windows generdly congst of 1/1, double-hung sseh with molded trim.  Some upper ssshon
the first floor have decordtive lights.

Trangtional Queen Anne/Colonid Reviva houses are located a 145 South Washington
Street (c. 1903, Map No. 1; MHC No. PI, 139), 167 South Washington Street (1890-1891,
Map No. 3; MHC No. P2, 140; Photo No. 3), and 294 South Washington Street (c. 1911,
Map No. 28; MHC No. 176). The former is an impressve 2 1/2-gory, frame dwelling with
complex roof line incorporating an octagond turret on the angled tower on the northeest
comer. Eaves detall includes decorated bargeboards, gable omament and molded cornice.
The flat-roofed, wrap-around veranda is supported by Roman Doric columns, paired a the
corners and st on panded pedestds Therail congds of square bdugers centered by
decorative stick work. The centrd entry hes full-length sde lightsand a smple surround.
Fenedration varies to include paired and rectangular,fixed-sashwindows, but generdly
conggs of 1/1, double-hung saeh with drip-mold trim.

Five Shingle Style resdences are located in the district. The largest are found a 211 South
Washington Street and 1 Hunting Street (c. 1905, Mgp No. 32; MHC No. P2, 137; Photo
No. 10). The lagt isalarge, impressve, 2 1/2-gory, irregular-plan resdence. The houss isa
dudy of bdanced asymmetry executed with variegated roof and wall planes The facade is
comered by an angled tower and an angled bay sgparated on the sscond floor by a band of 4
windows. A veranda supported by paired, lonic columns shdters the first sory between the
northeest tower and the rear ell. The main entry conssting of a large, panelled door sded by
leeded-glass dde lightsis accessad by gairs from ether Hunting or South Washington Street.
Fenedtration congsts of 1/1, double-hung saeh with molded trim.

Somewha smdler, but dso degant isthe 2 1/2-gory, hip-roofed, 3-bay dwelling a 211
South Washington Street (c. 1904, Mgp No. 15, MHC No. P2, 132; Photo No. 6), It was
desgned by Angell and Swift of Providence, Rhode Idand for Arthur S Bishop, furniture
deder ad later jewelry manufacturer. A hip-roofed, wragp-around veranda supported by Doric
columns st on piers separated by turned bdugers, partialy shdters the first floor and centra
entry. A smilar rail punctures the veranda roof to form a amdl bacony. A 2-gtory, angled
bay extends the southwest comer. Fenedtration consgs of 8/1, double-hung sesh. A

paladian window centers the facade and is surmounted by a gable dormer with flared eaves
Detail on the main roof dso includes flared eaves, a Smple comice and modillions,

A variation of the Shingle Style with brick first sory and shingles above is found in the 2

1/2-gory, gable-roofed, dwelling located & 205 South Washington Street (c. 1917, Map No
13, MHC No. P2 131; Photo No. 4). The asymmetricad, wrap-around, flat-roofed veranda,

(continued)
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aupported by brick piers, shdters a 3-bay facade with center entry of a sngle-pand door
flanked by gde lightswith tracery. A 2-story, gable-roofed, Sngle bay ell extends the north
devation. Fenedration condgs of 8/1, double-hung sseh with molded trim and louvered
ghutters. A diamond-paned, casament window centers the second story.  Exposad rafters
detail the main roof, shed-roofed dormer and veranda

The other 2 shingle houses are adjacent cottages built within a few years by members of the
same family. Annie Goodwin Franklin gpparently built the house a 255 South Washington
Street (c. 1903, Mg No. 21; MHC No. P2, 134) a few years after the desth in 1899 of her
husband, jewelry manufacturer, Elton |. Franklin. This 2 1/2-gory, 3-bay, irregular-plan
house with asymmetrica facade is dominated by its geble roof with flared eaveswhich
extends forward to shingled piers and covers the full-width, front porch. The roof isbroken
by both an overszed, angled-bay dormer with geble roof and flared eaves and a small dormer
with dhed roof and 5-pane transom-like window. Fenedtration condds largdly of 6/1, double-
hung seeh. The asymmetricd first level of the facade hes an off center entry Sded by
overszed, &1 window to the south and afixed-paned,smdl, bow window to the north. A
sngle story, angled bay punctuates the south devation. A 2-gtory, hip-roofed bay daborates
the north eevation.

Adjacent a 249 South Washington Street (c. 1905, Mgp No. 20; MHC No. P2, 133; Photo
No. 9) isthe amilar, 2 1/2-gory, 3-bay, flared gambrd-roofed house built by Wdlace
Franklin, son of Armie Goodwin and Elton |. Franklin. Here the roof is broken by 2, gable-
roofed dormers with flared eaves and a center, angled-bay dormer with flared and polygond
roof Theroof line extends to cover the first sory in which an open porch with Doric
columns and rail of square baugers runs from the south comer to an angled, window bay.
The tripart entry includes awood pand door with rectangular glazing surrounded by elliptical
fan and oversized, 34 sde lightswith tracery. Fenedration includes 6/1, double-hung saeh
and diamond-paned upper glazing with molded trim.  Windows on the sscond and third story
ae topped with eyebrow hoods A 2-gtory, pent-roofed porch, screened on the first floor,
endosed as a degping porch above, expands the southwest comer.

Five Colonid Reviva resdences were the lagt contributing housesto be built in the digtrict.
The earliest, 242 South Washington Street, (c. 1917, Mgp No. 19; MHC No. P3, 173; Photo
No. 8) isthe grandest and ssamsto have s the trend. The 2-gtory, rectangular, 7-bay, hip-
roofed resdence hes a recessed, centra entry surmounted by an elliptical pediment supported
by Doric pilasters. Other detail includes a boxed, molded cornice and a molded string course
sparating the first and second dtories. Fenedration mainly condsts of 6/6, double-

hung seeh with molded trim. A band of 4/4, double-hung saeh Sts north of the entrance.

(continued)
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Casament windows with transoms are utilized in what gopear to be symmetrica sun porches
a the comers of the facade.

The 2 1/2-gory, 5bay Georgian Reviva house a 272 South Washington Street (c. 1933,
Map No. 24; MHC No. P3, 174) isthe only brick house in the digtrict. It was built for
Dorothy and Dondd Bishop, son of Arthur S Bishop who lived & 211 South Washington
Street. Dondd was a partner with his cousin, Harold Bishop, in H. F. Barrows, jewelry
manufacturers.  The recessed, central entry conagts of fluted pilasters supporting a pediment
above a 5-pang, bull's-eye glass transom bar surmounting a 5-pand door. Fenedtration
congdgs of 6/9 double-hung saeh on the first floor, 6/6 lights on the upper levels with
louvered shutters.  Relieving arches surmount the windows on the first sory and on dde
devations. A string course sgparaesthe first and second floors. Exterior chimneys center the
north and south eevations. The latter is extended on the southeest comer by a sun porch
surrounded by a brick patio.

Intrusions in the South Washington Street Historic District conss solely of six, single family
homes built after the period of sgnificance. Three of these dwellings are ranch houses 221
South Washington Street, 297 South Washington Street and 2 Hunting Street. Ore is
contemporary in style, 291 South Washington Street, adjacent to 297 South Washington
Street. The fifth non-contributing dwelling is a modem colonia, 185 South Washington
Stredt, located a the corner of Ash Streat. All largdly maintain the st back, 9ze, masing
and type of materids common to the district and, therefore, are not inordinately obtrusive.
The final intrusion is a modem cgpe with brick facade & 218 South Washington Street.

There are no vacat lots in the district. Non-contributing dements such as modem garages
sheds and swimming pools are unobtmsively located. Situated to the rear of the building lots
or shdtered behind attractive fencing and landscaping or the diminished sight linesin
devations doping avay from the frontage, they do not detract from the historic characterigtics
of thedistrict.

Archaeologica Description

While no prehistoric Stes are currently recorded in the district or in the generd area (within
one mile), it is possble that Stes ae present. The physcd characterigtics of the district, well
drained soils on level to moderatdy doping stream terraces boarding Scotts Brook, the Ten
Mile River and rdated wetlands indicate favorable locationd criteriafor Native American
Ubsgence and settlement activities. The Ten Mile River forms part of the Nanegensett Bay
drainage eventudly reaching the esuarine locde to the south in Seekonk. Downstream from

(continued)
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the district the drainage is a documented locus of Native American settlement aong the Ten
Mile, Bungay and Seven Mile Rivers. By example, a least 34 dtes ae known in the short
digance between Attleboro Center and Attleboro Fals, scarcdy over a mile eest of the
digtrict. Given the aove information, the sze of the district (28.5 acres) and the availability

of open goace dong the eastem boundary of the district, a high potentia exigts that prehistoric
dtes ae presant.

A high potential dso exigts for the recovery of significant historic archaeologica remains
within the district. Most of the digtrict remained unsettled agriculturd land from the 18thto
the middle of the 19th century. Structurd remains from agricultural outbuildingsand field
trash depogtions could exist from this landuse during that period. By 1832 a mgp of the area
shows only four buildings within the district. Among those smctures two and possibly three
survive. The Edward Richards Resddence (ca 1762) is till extant a 169 South Washington
Street.  Two other reportly pre 1832 resdences exist in the southem end of the digtrict on the
wes dde of South Washington Street.  The Barton | Drgper house is located a 302 South
Washington Street and the Horace (Horatio) N. Drgper House a 327 South Washington
Street. Locd tradition dates the latter house to 1720 as aresult of title information which
notes a house on the 110 Acre Droper Property prior to 1756. Given the above information,
structurd remains from one and possibly two 18th or early 19th century resdences may exist
within the district. During the mid 19th to early 20th century residentiad devel opment
accdeaed inthe digtrict. Severd buildingsare reported to have been supplanted from this
period. Structura remains may survive from a building, part of a complex of buildings
owned by J==s2 F. Richards, no longer extant in the area eedt of the tumpike a the northern
extreme of the digtrict just south of Nine Mile Brook (now known as Scott's Brook). Similar
simctura remains may a0 survive from the E. Richards Resdence originally located between
Metcaf Strest and an earlier house ascribed to Mrs. H. Richards and H. Richards hers.
Another reddence, no longer extant was d<o reported to be located between the new duplex
and house & 202 Washington Strest.  The remains of outbuildings including bams, shedsetc.
ae expected a many of the structures described above and those till extant in the digtrict.
Some of the more dlite resdences in the district offer the potential for archaeological
survivas related to recregtiond activities. For example, a the Hixon - FHsher house a& 152
South Washington Street (ca. 1881), sructurd/festure remans may survive fromtwo
greenhouses demolished inca 1970, a wooden bridge that originally Spanned Scott's Brook,
a duck pond, putting green, quoits court, gardens and turkey/chicken pens. Occupationd
related features (trash pits, privies, wells) are d0 expected to survive & many extant
dructures as well as those which no longer survive, particularly those preceding the mid to
late 19th century.

(end)
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The South Washington Street District is a well-preserved, resdentid settlement  that
principaly developed during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries as an dite
neighborhood of loca busnessmen involved in the town's foremost industry, jewelry
manufacture. Historically, the district is significant as aresdentid areathat evolved linearly
adong a principal trangportation route in relationship to the devdopment of North
Attleborough's manufacturing enterprises. Mogt of the homes are located within walking
digance of the factories which housed the enterprises of the resdents who often included a
ssoond generation of the same family. Many of these industrial establishments were located
on the periphery of North Attleborough Village (now North Attleborough Center), just north
of the district. Architecturally, the digtrict is significant for its assemblage of domedtic design,
concentrated in the late ningteenth and early twentieth century, but ranging from Colonia to
Colonid Revival. Both vernacular and high style executions are represented.  Severd homes
were dedgned by prominent architectura firms from Boston and Providence, Rhode Idand,
reflecting North Attleborough's increesing affluence, sophistication and willful emulation of
much larger urban centers. The didtrict retains integrity of location, design, setting and
asoaaion.  The South Washington Street Historic District medts Criteria A and C on the
loca level for listing inthe Nationa Regiger of Historic Haces

Located thirty miles south of Boston in Bristol County, the Town of North Attleborough was
incorporated in 1887 after separation from Attleborough. The territory of both communities
had been part of the Rehoboth North Purchase of 1666 which dso included parts of present
day Mansfield and Norton, Massachusatts and Cumberland, Rhode Idand. The Town of
Attleborough wes incorporated in 1694. Settlement in what became North Attleborough
focused a the villages of Old Town, North Village and Attleborough Falls. Although North
Attleborough remained primarily agricultural until the middle nineteenth century, as early as
the Fedard Period, North Village and Attleborough Fals became increasingly influenced by
industridization concentrated aong the power sources of the Ten Mile River. Old Town
remaned the community center.

South Washington Street is among the oldest dreets in North Attleborough. 1t descendsfrom
the Bay Path, the primary colonia overland route connecting settlements from Boston to
Naragansett Bay. Its likely course through North Attleborough followed dong the route of
Elmwood Road, Washington Street (North and South) and Old Post Road.  This section of the
Bay Pah was later incorporated into the late eghteenth-century post road and in 1802,
became part of the Norfolk and Bristol Tumpike. Beginning & the Dedham courthouse, the

(continued)
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Norfolk and Bristol Tumpike ran past the North Attleborough mestinghouse and over
Pantucket bridge to Providence in as straight a line as possible. It carried the Boston to
Providence dage through Attleborough. Thisroad hed formative influence on the community.
As the town grew, dreets were often laid out to mn pardld or perpendicular to Washington
Street. Reflective of the patriotic sentiment aroused during the nationa centennid, the name
of the turnpike in every municipality dong its route was changed to Washington Street in
honor of the first Presdent.

The growth of the district corrdates with the growth of North Village Attleborough and the
maturation of the jewelry industry for which the Attleboroughs gained intemational renown.
Jewdry production originated in a brass hinge and jewelry shop esablished in 1780 by an
anonymous individual known as "the Frenchman." Hisforge wes located immediately north
of South Washington Street District near the junction of Chestnut and South \Washington
Sredts.

In the early nineteenth century, however, the South Washington Stret District remained
nearly unsettled. Only four buildings are indicated on the 1832 map. Two and possbly three
asurvive. Only one is identified, the resdence of Edward Richards, 169 South Washington
Street (c. 1762, Map No. 5, MHC No. P2, 110). The other two ae 307 South Washington
Street (Map No. 30; Photo No. 11) and 327 South Washington Street, (Map No. 31; Photo
No. 12) which today form the southern end of the district on the west Sde of South
Washington Street.  These houses were the resdences of brothers. Barton |. Draper and
Horatio N. Draper. Both were farmers, but Horatio was a0 one of the first to enter the
jewelry busness. In 1823, he was one of severd members of Robinson Jones and Company,
the first manufacturer of metd buttons in the country.

North Village grew substantialy between 1832 and 1855. By the latter year, northern
Attleborough had a population of nearly 3,000. Itsindustrial bese consded of 24 jewelry
manufacturers and one carriage factory. Commercid enterprises including hardware, dry
goods and furniture sores were d<o located in North Village.

In the middle of the nineteenth century much of the property in the South Washington Street
Digtrict, remained under the control by the Drgper and Richards families. In 1856, Barton
Ingraham Dragper and Horatio Nelson Dragper jointly purchassed half of the 130-acre, family
homegead. They were the great grandchildren of Jamesand Abigail Child Draper of Dedham
who in 1754 gave their son, Josah of Attleborough, a house and gpproximately 100 acres of
land on the west Sde of the "highway" which they hed purchasad four years earlier from

(continued)
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Benjamin and Elizabeth Ide. Locd tradition holds that house to be 327 South \Washington
Strest, but such cannot be definitively concluded from the deeds

The brothers, separatdy and together, accumulated substantia additiona property intown. In
the digtrict besdes their two resdences Barton|. Drgper and HoratioN. Draper jointly owned
a duger of properties opposte the E. Richards House (169 South Washington Street, see
above), likely 178 and 182 South Washington Strest.  Barton Draper gpparently dso owned
168 South Washington Street.  South of these properties, but part of the devd opment before
mid century, sood a house (not extant) attributed to W. D. Cotton. Ward Dennis Cotton,
married Ellen Maria Draper, the daughter of B. |. Draper.

At mid century, three properties in the district were owned by the Richards family. Edward
Richard's Homestead, 169 South Washington Street, was owned by his nieces, Roxye &
Basey Richards. On the same dde of the tumpike, nearly mid way between the present
intersections of Metcalf and Ash Streets, $ood a house ascribed to Mrs. H. Richards. On the
esd 9de, immediately north of the intersection of Metcalf Street stood two houses attributed
to H. Richards.

The district & mid century had only one other house Located a 202 Washington Strest, it is
dtuated on the eest 9de of the turnpike between the Draper and Richards properties. Similar
to the workers housss owned by the Drapers, it was occupied by John H. Hall and later his
wife, Abigail.

The only other building (not extant) was dso eedt of the turnpike and a the northem extreme
of the digtrict just south of Nine Mile Brook (now known a Scott's Brook). It was
goparently part of the complex dugtered about that dreeam owned by Jess2 F. Richards, a
grandson of Edward Richards.

Additional impetus to devdopment in North Village came during the Civil War. Locd firms
ganered large profits from government contracts for large quantities of bedges and emblems.
Growth in North Village wes further simulated in 1870 by improved transportation when
completion of the Attleborough Branch Railroad linked the village with Eagt Attleborough
(now Attleborough Center) and thereby with Providence, Boston and beyond.

The downtown of North Village devdoped into alinear cluster with the constmction of
resdential and ingtitutiona buildingsfollowing the Civil War and the addition of late

(continued)
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nineteenth-century commercia blocks which dso housad socid clubs and civic organizations.
With property remaining in the large, undivided holdings of the Draper and Richards families,
congtruction in the South Washington Street District largely sagnated during the twenty-five
years after mid century. Only two, new houses, both on the west Sde of the street and
belonging to the Richards Family, were added.

Ore attributed to E. Richards (not extant) was inserted between Metcalf Street and the earlier
Richards house (formerly ascribed to Mrs. H. Richards house [se above] and now attributed
to H. Richards heirs). The other, 173-175 South Washington Street (Map No. 6; MHC No.
P2, 128), next to the Richards homesteed, was built ¢. 1870 by Gilbert and Emdine Richards
Casson alot sold by one of the Richards nieces to her niece. The former Cotton House neer
the Drgper clugter was taken over by the Draper's.

Growth begen to accderate and again was concentrated near the Richards and Draper
Properties in the north end of the district. During the next four years, three, new houseswere
eected. A modest mansard cottage, 179 South Washington Street (c. 1880, Mgp No. §;
MHC No. P2, 129) was built by merchant Hiram T. Marsh, partner with Warren H. Cheever
and John B. Curtisin W. H. Cheever and Company, a meat and provison market dso on
Washington Stregt in the town center. The duplex & 190-192 South Washington Street
(Between 1876 and 1881, Map No. 10; MHC No. P3, 167), houssd Arthur E. Carpenter, an
engraver, desdgner and hub cutter. A smdl house (not extant), located between the new
duplex and 202 South Washington Street, bdonged to Luke A. Curtis, a messenger for Earle
and Prew's express

Reflecting its growth as a sgparae nudleus of development. North Attleborough wes
incorporated as a town of Jduly 30, 1887 and by 1890 had a population of more than 6,000.
Its industrial output of jewelry and alied manufactures was exported worldwide. Prosperity
and the ne=d for locd ingtitutional and government dmctures were reflected in the
congruction of classcdly influenced commercid blocks downtown. West of the District,
open land was made available to resdentia constmction with the creation of Eddy, Colburn,
Bucklin and Hunting Streets between 1830 and 1890.

In the South Washington Stret Didtrict, five houses were erected between 1880 and 1891:
152, 167, 206, 224 and 264 South Washington Sirest.  Again the new constmction adjoined
the existing Richards and Draper development node. Four homes were built by manufacturers
of jewelry or rdaed objects. In addition, the earlier Drgper property & 168 South
Washington Strest was expanded and daborated with Victorian detail. Thisrenovation likely
occurred c¢. 1889, when this property and that a 178 South Washington Strest which remans

(continued)
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on the same lot, was transferred by Julia C. Hixon (Mrs. Edgar L. Hixon, sse below 152
South Washington Street) to her brother, George Cotton, aretailer of dry and fancy goodsin
Kendall's Block on Washington Street North Attleborough. Julia Hixon wes the
granddaughter of Barton |. Draper and the daughter of Ellen Maria Drgper and Ward Dennis
Cotton (s aove). Se had inherited the property from her uncle, Horatio N. Draper.

A dick style mandon a 152 South Washington Street (Map No. 2; MHC No. F2, 138;
Photo No.'s 1 and 2) was built ¢. 1881 by Edgar L. Hixon, patner in R. F. Smmons
Company, manufacturers of plated chains. Founded in 1873 and expanding through severd
relocations in North Attleborough, the firm grew within twenty years to become the largest
employer intown. The budness later moved to Attleborough. Hixon was dso active incivic
affairs. He sarved on the committee that built North Attleborough High School, wasdirector
of the investment board a Attleborough Savings Bank and handled severd, local, home front
effortsduring the First World War.

The Hixon'sadopted daughter, Bestrice, inherited the house She married Harry W. FHsher
(b. North Attleborough, August 21, 1879; d. North Attleborough, July 14, 1948) who left his
job a New York and Chicago sdeaman for his father'sjewelry firm, E. |. Franklin Company,
tojoin patners Mauran|. Furbish and Josgph Swift in founding Swift and Fisher Company.
The firm produced religious goods such as chaices and rosary beeds and service buttons for
the army and navy. He was a oorts enthusag who brought mgjor leegue bassbdl playersto
aLittle World Series played a the North Attleborough Club in the 3 years following World
Wa |I. For 25 years, he annudly sponsored a goorts banquet for loca high school ahletes
giving eech player agold engraved ball. H. W. Fisher held local office as a Sdectman and
member of the Fnance Committee. He dso goonsored the community drive that promoted
congtruction of the Hotel Hixon downtown.

H. W. Fsher was dso known for his philanthropy. He purchesed a 90-acre dte inthe
Adamsdde section of North Attleborough and made the necessary improvementsfor a Girl
Scout camp known as Shedy Fines. In 1924, the Fishers remodded the house to its present
Tudor-like gopearance.

The Louis Freeman resdence, 206 South Washington Street (between 1870 and 1880, Map
No. 14; MHC No. P3, 169; Photo No. 5) suggests an earlier Itdianate house to which
Capenter Gothic detalls have been applied. Freaman was involved in the manufacture both
of jewelry and the tools required for its fabrication. He was a partner inthe firms Straker &
Freaman, aleader inthe desgn, die and hub cutting trade, L. E. Freeman Company, alocd

(continued)
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tool shop and C. K. Grouse Company, manufacturer of dass rings, college jewelry, gationery
and favors. Louis Freeman dso saved many years as Sevar Commissioner in town.

The daborate Queen Anne/Stick style dwelling & 224 South Washington Street  (c. 1887,
Map No. 16; MHC No. P3, 171; Photo No. 7) was built c. 1837 for William E. Smith,
patner inthejewery factory, T. G. Frothingham and Company, meker of platinum and solid
gold jewelry with precious gones of al kinds.

Congructed a the same time was the high style. Queen Anne/Coloniad Reviva Wadter G.
Clark resdence, 264 South Washington Street (c. 1891, Mgp No. 23; MHC No. P3, 178),
desgned by architects, William Waker and Son of Providence, R.I. The Wakers planned
various churches, gate amories and City Hallsthroughout Rhode Idand. Wadter G. Clark
was the owner of the W. G. Clark Lighter Company, the only publicly-traded, local jewelry
firm. This manufacturer of gold, slver and rolled-plate cigarette lighters was an outgrowth of
W. G. Clark & Company. The latter wes one of the oldest loca firms founded in 1881 by
Wdter G. Clark and John Mackinson to make men's and women's rolled gold plate deeve
buttons.

Also c. 1890, Frank E. Draper, son of jeweler Frank S Draper, built the Four Square/Colonia
Revivd House & 167 South Washington Street (1890-91; Map No. 3; MHC No. P2, 140;
Photo No. 3). It was desgned by the prominent Boston architectural firm, Loring and Phipps,
which was dso regponshble for budness, scholagsic and other public buildings es well as
resdences throughout New England. At the time of construction, Frank S Draper was
treesurer of the Dragper Manufacturing Company, but soon became a physician. 1n 1897, he
moved to Cambridge. By 1910, the house was occupied by Elton B. Fisher, part owner of E.
|. Franklin & Co., jewelry manufacturers.

Public works improvements made an early gopearance in North Attleborough. The North
Attleborough Ges Light Co was organized in 1855 and began supplying community nesds thet
smeyear. Beginning inthe mid 1880's, a waer sysem sarviced the area for fire protection
and domegtic needs. The North Attleborough Improvement District established in 1875 & its
southem bound on Washington Street & the Barton |. Draper House  Its first order of
bugness was to provide dreat lights which were in place by the end of the decade. Themain
Swea sysgem completed in 1910 serviced Washington Stredt.

The trangportation revolution which began with the arrival of the railroads, expanded with the
ingtallation of dectric trolley service inthe early 1890's and the increesed ownership of the
automobile after the tum of the century. By the first decade of the twentieth century, Srest

(continued)
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ca lines, on South Washington Street ran through North Attleborough connecting it with
Attleborough, Pawtucket, Plainville, Wrentham, Franklin and Woonsocket.

Clos=r links between North Attleborough and the outsde world spavned commercia
congruction to sarve the expanding motor trade in the downtown and advanced industrid
devdopment. By 1915, North Attleborough had a population of more than 10,000, boaged
30, geam-powered manufacturing plants and 61 jewelry firms or alied manufacturers.
Continued prosperity encouraged a building boom of commercid buildings downtown.

A similar boom occurred inthe South Washington Street District.  1ts magjor deveopment
occurred in the first quarter of the twentieth century.  Sixteen houses were constructed
between 1900 and 1925. Eleven of the sixteen were built in the first decade of the twentieth
century. Ten of the sixteen were built by loca jewelry manufacturers. Three belonged to
other loca budnessmen.

Before 1913, three houses (145, 211 and 238 South Washington Street) were added  to the
exiging residentia cluster expanding it to both the north and south. An new group (249, 255,
261 South Washington Stireet and 1 Hunting Street) was cregted to fill in South Washington
Street between Bucklin and Hunting Streets. The southern end of the district on the eest Sde
of South Washington Strest was anchored by an array of three, tum of the century homes
(290, 294, and 302 South Washington Stre<t.

The daborate Quean Anne resdence a 238 South Washington Street (c. 1901, Mgp No.18;
MHC No. P3, 172) was reputedly a wedding present from jewelry manufacturer William
Smith, who lived next door a 224 South Washington Street, to his daughter, Gertrude. Se
married Elton B. Fisher who worked for and later became a member of the firm, E. |.
Franklin & Company, manufacturers of gold filed and slver jewelry. The Company had been
edablished in 1874 by his father, Clarence W. Fsher, Elton |I. Franklin, his father's brother-
in-law, and Hiram S Somes Elton FHsher was the brother of Harry W. Fisher who lived a
152 South Washington Stret (see aoove).

The Quean Anne/Neoclasscd dwelling a 145 South Washington Street (c. 1903, Map No.
1; MHC No. PI, 139) was built for George Whiting a few years after he had risen from
traveling sdesman to patner inthe firm S E. FAsher & Co., mekers of plate and sterling
dlver jewelry, which then became Sturtevant, Whiting & Bigelow.

(continued)
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The lovely. Shingle Style house a 211 South Washington Street (Map No. 15, MHC No.
P2, 132; Photo No. 6) was desgned for Arthur S and Harriet Bishop in 1904 by Ange &
Swift of Providence, R.1., which devised Blackstone and Wilson Halsa Brown University, a
Methodist Church in nearby Hebronville and various other public and commercid building in
Providence and other cities. At the time, the Bishop's owned a fumiture and carpet sore on
Washington Street.  Around 1915, Arthur and Frederick R. Bishop darted the Bishop
Company, manufacturers of white gold and gold-filled optica frameswhich were popularin
foreign markets.

Two, adjacent. Shingle Style cottages were built on South Washington Street just south of
Bucklin Strest by members of the same family. The Walace Franklin House 249 South
Washington Street (Map No. 20; MHC No. P2, 133; Photo No. 9) was built by the son of
Elton |. Franklin founding partner of E. |. Franklin and Company (see above). Wadlace
Franklin had been a bookkegper for the busness, but had become a member by the time the
house was built c. 1905. His mother, Annie Goodwin Franklin built the house next door, 255
South Washington Street (c. 1903, Mgp No. 21; MHC No. P2, 134), after the deeth of her
husband in 1899.

More modest than the previoudy-mentioned Quean Anne dwellingsin the district, the home a
302 South Washington Street (Map No.29) wes builU c¢. 1905 for jeweler Elmer C. Grant.
Another ample Four Square/Colonid Reviva dwelling, 290 South Washington Street (c.
1909, Map No. 27) was built afew years later. Mrs. Martha Grant (possibly the mother of
Elmer C. Grant) and severd of her children, some of whom worked as jewelers, moved here
from 43 Broadway, North Attleborough.

Although its address sts it gpart, the large Shingle Style resdence & 1 Hunting Street (Map
No. 32; MHC No. P2, 137; Photo No. 10) bdongs to the devdopment of South Washington
Street. It is reputed to have been built ¢. 1905 by jewelry manufacturer Theron Ide Smith,
owner of T. |. Smith & Company, for his granddaughter, Fannie S Curtis upon her marriage
to Harry H. Ferce who was secretary of thejewelry firm. Around 1916, the Pierces moved
out of town and the house was purchased by Dondd E. Le Stage, patner and presdent of O.
M. Drgper Corporation, jewelry manufecturers. Le Stage left that firm aboout the thistimeto
found the Le Stage Manufacturing Company which was eventualy consolidated with O. M.
Draper Corporation.

In 1907, Hunting Street was platted by Henry Francis Richards and his brothers, Charles and
Herbert, great grandsons of Edward Richards. Nearly all the building lots were granted to
members of the family and then sold off By 1917, two housss had been built and sold to

(continued)
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middle management personnd. Harold Nock, superintendent & Paye & Baker Manufacturing
Company, loca slveramiths, owned the eclectic Craftsman/Colonid Reviva resdence & 6
Hunting Street (Between 1907 and 1913, Magp No. 34) by 1913. Within four years,
however, the property was s0ld to Aimabdle and Wdter C. Shaman, a sdesman who over
the next saverd years worked for both the O. M. Draper Corp. and S O. Bigney, local
jewelry manufecturers. Mary and George Withington, a butcher dedling in meats and
provisons with a sop on North Washington Street moved to 5 Hunting Street ¢. 1917. By
1920, ass=3ors attributed the property to Estdle M. and Charles E. Riley, who owned
Plainville Cod Company suppliers of coa, coke and mason's supplies with officeson North
Washington Street and dso presdent of H. B. American Machine Company, machinery
manufacturers located in South Attleborough.

The curious house a 261 South Washington Street (Map No. 22; MHC No. P2, 135; Photo
No. 10), which suggests a remodeling smilar to that undertaken a 152 South Washington
Street wias built ¢. 1909 for Andrew Morris, patner inthejewery firm, G. C. Hudson &
Company located on Broad Streat in North Attleborough.

A third housg, 294 South Washington Street (Map No. 28; MHC No. P4, 176), was added
c. 1911 to the southern end of the district on the eest Sde of South Washington Street to form
a duger of turn-of-the-century style dwellings. One of the few homes not owned by a
jeweler, it bdonged to Theresaand William R. Block, proprietors of A. R. Block, a book and
dationery dore located a 24 North Washington Street, North Attleborough. Previoudy the
manager of the sore, William Block lived a short time in Pawtucket, Rhode Idand. He
moved here in 1911 when he took over the sore after the death of Abel R. Block.

The wedtern dreatscgpe between Ash and Colbum Streats was completed between 1913 ad
1925. Other devedopment occurred as infill. Minnie and John Winter, partner with his
brothers in atgp and die plant in Wrentham, Massachusetts became another of the few
families outsde the jewelry bugnessto live inthe digtrict. Around 1917, they located in the
shingle cottage a 205 South Washington Street (Map No. 13, MHC No. P2, 131; Photo No.
4). Ore of the mogt impressve housesin the district st with an extensve st back isthe
large Colonia Revivad dwelling a 242 South Washington Street (c. 1917, Mao No. 19;
MHC No. P3, 173; Photo No. 8). Itisreputed to have been built aout 1917 by jewder G.
K. Webger as a wedding present for his daughter, Mildred, who married Wdlace D. Kenyon,
then treasurer of the O. M. Drgper Corporation, Inc., one of the city's largest jewelry makers,
ad later presdent of N. J Magnan Corporation, makers of tennis racquets.

(continued)
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The impressive nature of 242 South Washington Streat gpparently established a preferencefor
the colonia revival style inthe district. The next house to be constmcted inthe district Sts a
the comer of Ash and South Washington Street.  The Colonid Reviva resdence, 195 South
Washington Street (Map No. 11; MHC No. P2, 130) was buih c. 1920 by jewelry
manufacturer, George L. Pane, partner inthe George L. Pane Company on Eadt Stregt in
North Attleborough. The next owner was Mrs. Alfred Riley, whose husband ¢. 1920 founded
the Evans Case Company which quickly grew into one of the town largest employers.

In 1923, Mildred and Walace D. Kenyon moved from 242 South Washington Stregt to the
overszed Dutch Colonid a 233 South Washington Street (1923, Map No. 17) a the comer
of Bucklin Street. Their earlier home was taken over by Minetta V. and Frederick A.
Howard, treasurer and maneger of the Frank M. Whiting & Company, slveramithsand
manufacturers of a generd line of table and hollow ware. The busness, established in 1878,
was an outgrowth of the Whiting Manufacturing Compeny founded in 1840. F. A. Howard
wes dready tressurer when the firm was incorporated in 1897.

The end of rail service to North Attleborough in 1930 with the closing of the Attleborough
Branch Railroad, onst of the Great Degpresson and congtruction of Eagt Washington Street
bypass hadted devdopment of the downtown. Despite generd declining fortunes and property
vaues that resulted from these economic didocations, the South Washington Strest area
retained its popularity among the town's dite and remaned an dtractive place for them to
live. Congtruction of the bypass which brought sagnation to the center by reducing traffic
through the center only enhancad the residentia desirability of the district by doing the same
dong South Washington Strest.  Three subgtantiad houses were built by local industrialists
between 1930 and World Wer |1.

As had hgppened in the padt, a sscond generaion of the same family took up nearby resdence
on the street.  Two of the new housss bdonged to members of the same family. The
Georgian Revivd house a 272 South Washington Street (Map No. 24; MHC No. P3, 174)
built c. 1933 bdonged to Dorothy C. and Donald S Bishop, son of Arthur S Bishop who
lived & 211 South Washington Siret (32 above). Dondd Bishop was till a slesmen & the
time, but quickly rose to assgant treesurer, then treesurer of his father's firm, the Bishop
Company, manufacturers of optical frames. Heen W. and Harold W. Bishop, presdent of the
Bishop Company buih the house across the dreet, 285 South Washington Street (c. 1941,
Map No0.26).

(continued)
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Adjacent to 272 South Washington Sirest and dso inthe colonid revival style, but more
modest in design, sands 282 South Washington Street (c. 1936, Map No. 25), built three
years later by Hazdl L. and Chales A. Currie, presdent, treesurer and generd manager of N.
J. Magnan Corporation, manufacturers of tennis rackets (see 242 South Washington Siregt
above).

Infill devdopment occurred in the district during the 1950's and 1960's inthe form of five
houses All ae located on the west 9de of South Washington Strest.  Three are clustered &
the southern end of the digtrict.  These newer properties not only represent acontinued
recognition of the neighborhood as an attractive place to live, but d<o initiate diversification.
The surviving open lots were smdl in Sze, affordableto people of lessr means, often
tradesmen, who built houses more modest than those of the socid and economic elite who hed
the shgped the neighborhood.

The Town of North Attleborough hes actively worked to recognize and protect its historic
resources. Credtion of the resdentia South Washington Strest Historic District complements
that of the existing, nearby commercid North Attleborough Town Center Historic District
(NRHD 1985) farther north dong Washington Street and aresidential High/Church Strest
Higtoric District immediately west of the Town Center District under development. Old Town
Higtoric District (NRHD 1990), the earliest center of origina Town of Attleborough is located
to the south. Interest in historic preservation hes been promoted by organization of successful
house tours in the resdentid districts. In recent years, unofficial neighborhood groups have
promoted interest in the use of higtoric paint colors and gppropriate rehabilitation procedures
in each district. The is dso a movement to sscure individual National Regider listingsfor the
nineteenth century Holmes School and Community Center.  One of the best preserved
gasholder buildingsin New England is located & Attleborough Falls. A loca campaign to
sve the dructure resulted inits listing in 1993 as one of the ten most endangered properties
in Masssechusetts  its nomination to the National Regiger of Historic Faces Purchasad by a
new owner, the Attleborough Fals gasholder building is currently the subject of a Historic
Preservation Certification Application.

Loca recognition of the role of historic preservation in community development has been
demongrated by the foundation of the Downtown Association of North Attleborough and
initiation of athree-year plan for implementation of the Main Street Program. Theeffort
includes gppointment of a downtown manager, introduction of capital improvements inthe
form of lighting and dreetscgpe renovations and furtherance of historic preservation through
the devdopment of facade and Sgnage programs.

(continued)
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Archaeological Significance

Since patterns of prehigtoric sattlement in North Attleboro are poorly documented, any
surviving Stes would be significant. Numerous prehistoric Stes have been recorded
downgream aong the Ten Mile River dranage including the Bungay and Seven Mile Rivers,
however, many of these stes were poorly reported and/or destroyed by urban devel opment.
North Attleboroand that portion of the Ten Mile River drainage near the district may be
underreported and/or play a specific role in the settlement and subsstence sydems of dtes
distributions with core aress between Attleboro Fals and Attleboro. Prehigtoric Stesinthis
aeamay dso contain vauable information relating to generd patterns of Native subsgtence
and settlement activitiesaong the Ten Mile River area and their relationship to other Stesin

the Nanagansett Bay drainage to the south.

Historic archaeologica remains described above have the potentia for providing detailed
information on the development of the South Washington Street locdle from arura
agriculturally settled areato a densdy settled elite suburban neighborhood.  Structura remans
from 18th and early 19th century resdences can hep ddineate intema early growth within
the district for which few examples, ether extant or as dtes ae knownto exist. Detailed
andyss of occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells) assodaed with those Stes
and dructures can help provide socid, cultural and economic ingghts into the inhabitants of
these housss and early life inthe area Analyss of occupationd type features and
congtruction fegtures related to dructures can dso hep document dates and sequences of
congruction. For example, this type of andyss could hep document loca tradition which
dates the Horace N. Draper houseto 1720, the earliest date for resdency within thedistrict.
Anaysis of occupationd related features combined with outbuilding remains and in some
ingances resdences for the latter 19th and early 20th century can dso provide ingghtsinto
the day to day lives of the loca dite socid dasswhich inhabited thedistrict.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
UTM REFERENCES (con't)
Zone Eading Northing

19 306800 4649600

Verbad Boundary Description

All referencesare to North Attleborough Assessors Maps Plat and Lot Numbers. Beginning
on the Eagt 9de of South Washington Street, the boundary of South Washington Street
Higtoric District proceeds as follows: on Fla No. 4 from the NW corner of Lot 12 (152 South
Washington Street) dong the northern boundary line to Ten Mile River which formsthe
eedlern boundary of Lot 9 and part of Lot 8to its surveyed eagtern bound; thence dong the
eadern bounds of Lots 92, 4, 96 and 49; thence dong the southem boundary of Lot 49 to its
intersection with the eestern bound of Lot 100, Fla No. 23; thence dong the southern bound
of Lot 100 to its intersection with the southem bound of Lot 80 (302 South Washington
Stret) to the SW comer of the lot; thence diagonaly SW across South Washington Street to
the SE corner of Lot 282 on Pla No. 22 (327 South Washington Street) on the West Sde of
South Washington Street; thence dong the southern and western bounds of Lot 282 to its NW
corner; thence straight northeasterly across Sutherland Road to its intersection with the
southem bound of Lot 125 (307 South Washington Street) to continue dong the southern,
western and northern bounds of Lot 125 to its intersection with the westem bound of Lot 11,
thence wedterly dong the western bounds of Lots 11 and 369 to its intersection with the
southern bound of Lot 74; thence southerly to the SV corner of Lot 74 (205 South
Washington Street) then dong the westem bound to the NW corner of Lot 74; thence
northwesterly across Metcaf Road to the SW comer of Lot 2, Pla No. 1 (6 Hunting Strest)
then aong the westem bound of Lot 2 to the NW corner; thence straight across Hunting
Siregt to intersect with the SE comer of Lot 31 (5 Hunting Street); thence continuing ong
the southerly, westerly and northem bounds of Lot 31 through the northerly bounds of Lots
32, 33 and 3A to its intersection with the SW corner of Lot 37 (249 South Washington
Street); thence dong the western bound of Lot 37 to the NW corner; thence diagonally
northeast across Bucklin Street to the SV corner to Lot 223 (233 South Washington Strest) to
follow its westerly and northern bounds to intersection with the westerly bound of Lot 236;
thence dong the western and northern bounds of Lot 236 to the SV corner of Lot 63 (221
South Washington Street); then dong the westerly bound to its NW corner; thence diagondly

(continued)
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northwest across Colburn Street to the SW comer of Lot 90 (211 South Washington Street);
thence dong the westerly bounds of Lots 90 and 91 and the northerly bound of Lot 91 to the
SW comer of Lot 92 (195 South Washington Street); then dong the westem bounds of Lots
B and 93 to the NW corner of Lot 93; then diagonaly NW across Ash Streat to the SW
corner of Lot 237 (183 South Washington Street); thence dong the westerly bound of Lots
237 and 119 to intersection with the southerly bound of Lot 121 (169 South Washington
Stret) to follow its southerly, westerly and northerly bounds to the SWV comer of Lot 122
(167 South Washington Street); thence dong the westerly bound to its NW comer; thence
diagondly NE aoross Eddy Street to the SW comer of Lot 151 (145 South Washington
Street) to follow the westerly bound of Lots 151 and 152 and the northerly bound of Lot 152
to its NE corner; thence diagonaly acrass South Washington Stregt to the beginning point, the
NW corner of Lot 12 Fat 4.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries of South Washington Strest Historic District are drawn to include the grestest
concentration of historic properties in this linear settlement.  In order to include contributing
landscepe features, boundaries generdly follow the lot lines of these properties.  Boundaries
ae drawn on the west and south to exclude more recent resdentiad development; on the eet
to exdude open goece on the west bank of the Ten Mile River that does not directly
contribute to the significance of thedidtrict.

(end)
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretar}' of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

RECEIVED 413

August 30, 1995

Ms. Carol Shull P ($1996

Nationa Regiger of Historic Haces

Depatment of the Interior

National Park Service INTERAGENCY RESOURCES DIVISION
P.O. Box 37127 NADONAL PARK SERVICE
Washington, D. C. 20013-7127

Deaxr Ms. Shull:
Endosed plees=find the following nomination form:

South Washington Street Historic District, 145-327 South Washington Street; 1:6 Hunting Street, North
Attleborough (Bristol County), Massachusetts, 02760

The nomination hes bean voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been dgned by the StateHigtoric

Presrvaion Officer. Property owners were notified of pending State Review Board consderation 30-75 daysbefore
the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy, ~
Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regider Director

MassachussttsHistorical Commission

Endosure

cc. Richard Peterson, Chairperson, North Attleborough Historical Commission
Chairperson, Board of Sdectmen
Mr. Hilding Hedberg, Librarian, Richards Memorid Library

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090



