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The Topsfield Town Gonmon District is located in the center of the town of Topsfield. To
the south of the district is the commercial area of town andonthe other edges of the
Gonmon are scattered residential areas. Thedistrict enconmpasses the only remaining
common |and of the township andincludes ten religious, civic andresidential buildings.
The area has well-cared for trees, shrubs and nmonunents, andhas no intrusions or drastic
alterations which detract fromits appearance. The Topsfield Town Gonmon i s the core of
the local historic district known as the Topsfield Gommon Historic District, established
in 1974-.

Anong the buildings facing south onto the Cormon is the residence at the corner of Vésh-
ington and Main Streets (#1). Itis twostories andhas aridge roof pierced by tw brick
chimeys. The house is five bays wide andhas a center entrance flanked bysidelights

and surnounted by a large entablature. Wndows have six-over-six lights, andthe clapboard
house is painted pale yellow. In the late nineteenth andearly twentieth centuries there
were side covered porches onthe south andeast sides of the building.

The Emerson-Jordan House (#2) wasbuilt in 1808 andis three stories with ahip roof. | t
is white clapboard except for the westerly end which is red brick. There is a two-story
el | attached to the east side of the house andabarn to the rear. Thehouse is five
bays wide andthe center entrance has a fanlight andsidelights. Wndows have black

| ouvered shutters andtwo-over-two |ights. A porch supported by four square posts extends
the length of the facade, andfour brick chimmeys rise from each corner of the roof.

The interior contains paneling by the noted Salembuilder Sanuel Mclntire.

The Parish House (#3) was built in 1853 by Jacob Poster andJohn H Potter. Potter, who
had considerable 1local distinction as a skilled builder, also constructed the Town Hall.
The Parish House is a two-story, white clapboard, ridge roof buildingwith its gableend
facing the street. Thefocal point of the facade is aslightly projecting three-bay
section divided by three pilasters andsurmunted by a pedinment. Theentrance is centered
on the first.floor of this section andflanked by a window oneither side. O the second
floor in each of the outer bays there are windows situated beneath arched mol dings. The
buildirig is four bays deep andhas a deep cornice. Theoriginal steeple was renoved in
the early twentieth century.

The ol dest building inthe district is the Parson Capen House (#4) (N) which was built
in 1683 andreveals influences of sixteenth andseventeenth century English architecture.
The two-story house has a steeply pitched roof with a pilasteredbrick center chimey.
The building is covered with dark stained red oakclapboards andthe roof is finished

wi th wooden handriven shingles, oneto three feet long. There are overhangs with pen-
dants onthe front and gable ends. The parson Capen House was carefullyrestored in1913
under the directionof George Francis Dow

O the east side of the Gormon, facing west, is the Enerson Center (#5), a Federal nmansion
built in 1814,  The two-story, white clapboard building is five bays wide and has a cen-
ter entrance. Thedoor hasaneliptical fanlight andsidelights andis situated under a
portico supported by slender colums. Wndows have black shutters andsix-over-six lights.
At each corner of the hip roof is atall brick chimey, andthere is a balustrade around
the edge of the roof. Qnthe north side of the house is ared brick ell.
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The Topsfield Town Gonmon District i ssignificant astheearliest area of settlement i n the
town andas t hecenter of town activity for three centuries. Thedistrict i salso ashow
case of architectural styles, fromtheParson Capen House of 1683t ot he Town Libraryof
1935. ;

Before recorded history thearea nowknown as t heTopsfield Gonmon was roaned by Chi ef
Massonment and hi s braves from t heAgauman Tribe. | n 1630 English settlers pushed up

the Ipswich River andestablishedthenselves i nthearea, which they named "New Meadows. "
In 1650 t he Great andGeneral Court gave theresidents of New Meadows "yepower t obea
towne" andapproved t he nane Topsfield, after Toppesfield, England, t heancestral home of
many promnent town residents.

Bet ween 1630 and 1650 a training field was set up onwat i snowt he Gmmon and surroundi ng
land. This field was used for training mlitia i nearly colonial times, andlocal Mnute
Men gathered here before departing for Concord andLexington and|later Bunker Hill. Troops
also trained onthe GConmon andat t he Town Hall (#7) during both Wrld Wars | and || .

The Anerican Legion headquarters were i ntheTown Hall for nmany years, and a nonument
stands across fromthelibrary as a menmorial t othose who fought i ntheCivil War.

The first meeting house i nTopsfield wasbuilt i n1703 onthesite of t hepresent Congre-
gational Church (#8), anda second meeting house was erected there i n1759-60. | n 1842 this
building was noved t o Salemwhere i t was rebuilt on Boston Street and used as a tannery.
Town nmeetings andpolitical rallies were later held i nthedownstairs hall (Union Hall)

of theParish House (#3) from 1853 t 01873 andi nt he Town Hall (#7) from 1873 until 1952
when space proved inadequate. Union Hall andthe Town Hall were also used for dramatic
presentations, concerts andlectures. After 1952 t he Town Hall meeting roomfell into a
state of disrepair, but it was extensivelyrenovated i n1975 as a Bicentennial Auditorium
and once again serves as a center for educational andcultural events. Town officesand
police headquarters arestill locatedi ntheTow Hall, andtheroomtotheleft of the
mai n entrance has been i ncontinuous useas thetown treasurer'soffice since 1873.

The house at thecorner of Main and Washington Streets (#1) wasbuilt i n 1832 and operated
in thelate nineteenth andearly twentieth centuries by Augustus W Smith as a summer hotel.
The house was known for sone time as Smith's Tavern andi s used as a residence today.

The Emerson-Jordan House (#2) andt he Emerson Center (#5") were both associated with Tops-
field' s well-known Emerson family. Reverend John BEw; ?on first built his house i n 1733
and part of i t wasretained i nthestructure of thelarger house built i n1808 by WIIliam
Enerson. The Emerson Center was built i n 1814 by Joseph Emerson and|later belonged to his
daughter Harriet Jane Enerson andher husband Charles H Holmes. Holnmes was t he son of
John Holmes, thefirst US Senator from Maine. The house was sold t othe Congregational
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The Town Library (#6) was built i n 1935, using basic plans prepared i n1912 by Harold
Field Kellogg. Thebrick classical revival building i stwo stories and has atwo-story
projecting portico supported by four colums. A largeell totherear was added i n 1974.

The Town Hall (#7) wasbuilt i n 1873 by Topsfield' s [eading carpenter John H Potter, using
pl ans drawn up by Boston architects Lord andFuller. Thebuilding exhibits characteristics

of theChateauesque andStick styles. | ti scovered with white clapboards and nmeasures
80 by 46 feet. The facade i sfive bays wide andtheside elevations are six bays deep.
The rear portion of theTown Ha.ll i stwostories andthefront quarter contains a third

floor within thesteep hip roof section. Thecentral door stands under a 12-foot wide
porch supported by paired colums anda clock tower rises aboveit .

Next t ot heTown Hall i stheCongregational Church (#8), built i n 1842 under contract to
Mark R Jewett of Row ey, Massachusetts. The G eek Revival church has two lonic colums
in antis and onitssquare tower i satall spire andfour pinnacles.

At t hesoutheast corner of thedistrict aretwofacing residences which serve as an approach
to thedistrict. Theresidence at 11High Street (#9)i sawhite clapboard structure which
was originally part of a larger house built i n1756. This portion of t hehouse was noved
from Main Street around 1900. Theresidence at 14 High Street (#10)i sa white shingled
early twentieth century structure with an attached garage at t heeast end.

#8:
Church on June 1, 1886, andserved as a parsonage andnowas offices andclassrooms by the
church.

The Parish House (#3) of t he Congregational Church was originally built as the Methodi st
Church which dissolvedi ntheearly twentieth century. Today i tserves as a parish house
and a neeting place for local organizations.

Originally a small farmng community, thetown of Topsfield has experienced considerable
growmth i nthetwentieth century. 1 n 1940 t hetotal popul ationwas |ess than 1000. By
1961 there were 3550 residents, andtoday nmore than 5200 people live i nTopsfield. Never-
theless, thetown hasretained much of i tsrural character, particularly i nthe QGommon
area. Architecturally thedistrict i sdistinguished by thevariety of structures contained
in itwiich still have most of their original detail. Thenost recently constructed
building i nthedistrict i stheTown Library (#6) (1935 which, although redbrickand
therefore somewhat incongrous with it sneighbors, nonetheless draws it sdignity andclas-
sical lines fromtheother buildings around the Qiranon. The ol dest strufcture i nthedis-
trict (1683) i sthe Parson Capen House (#4) (aNational Historic Landmark) which i scon-
sidered by nmany authorities t obe one of thefinest surviving exanples of Elizabethan
architecture i n America. The Emerson-Jordan House (#2) andt heEmerson Center (#5) are
the two nost handsone Federal structures i nthe GConmon area, andt he former contains

continued
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paneling by thenoted builder Sanuel MclIntire. Additional stylistic variety i sprovided
by theTown Hall (#7) andthe G eek Revival Congregational Church (#8). Thebell in

the church tower i sinscribed "Revere and Conpany, Boston, 1817" and was originallyin
the meeting house which stood onthesite before 1842. Together thebuildings surrounding
the Gommon represent through their fine architectural quality thegrowth and devel opment
of thetown of Topsfield.
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Topsfield Town Gonmon District

#10:

The district begins i nthenorthwest corner at theback property line of #1 and runs
easterly along theback (northem property lines of #2, 3 and4; thence south
along theeast property line and then i na straight line 450feet along property #5
to apoint where t heboundary turns i na southeast direction and runs 200 feet,
thence along t heeast property line of #10t ot he subnerged School Brook. The
boundary follows t hebrook t oHi gh Street Extension, andcrosses tothenorth

side of High Street Extension where i truns west and then east around t he corner

of property #8, thence across Washington Street and along t hewest boundaryof
#1 t ot hepoint of beginning.



lu

= 200

fromHistoric District
map of 1974

[EEN

CooNoUAW N

Topsfield, Massachusetts

(1832), 1 Washington

Emer son- Jordan House (1808), North

Gonmon St reet
Parish House (1853! North Gonmon
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PAUL GUZZI

1 April 1976

M. Charles Herrington
Chief, Registration
National Register
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Charles:

Encl osed pl ease find three nomnation forms forthe following properties:

1. Marblehead: King Hooper Mansion

2. Plynmouth: Bartlett-Russell-Hedge House
3. Topsfield: Topsfield Town Gonmon District

These properties have been voted eligible by the Massachusetts Historical

Conmi ssion (State Review Board) and have been signed by the State Historic
Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed Aradon.

Sincerely yours.

1/
Patricia L. Wesl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
PLW | dd

encl osures



U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR DATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

(August 1971)
TIME OF CALL

TELEPHONE REPORT )
a.oo

1. CALL TO; [7* FROM (Afame; 2. ADDRESS (Te/. rtfo. i7 needed”

Judy Dobbs

3. SUBJECT, PROJECT NO., ETC.

4. DETAILS OF DISCUSSION

Y 2ED 8 s Gd WithA (kA Qog) 65b) tnd L,

NAME OF PERSON PLACINS/RECEIVING CALL

GPO 897-848



United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO:

The Director of theNational Park Service

Gary Everhardt

is pleased toinforTn youthat thehistoric property listed on the
encl osed sheet has been nom nated by t heState Historic Preservation
Officer responsible for your State's inmplementation of the Nationa
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, P.L. 89-665 (80Stat. 915), as
amended. |t has accordingly been entered i ntheNational Register
of Historic Places. A leaflet explaining theNational Register Is

enclosed for your information and convenience

Encl osur es

RECEIMMED
JUNI 6 1975,

MASS. HIST. COMM.
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NOTE TO FILE

The Topsfield Town Common Historic District, Essex County, MA, was listed in the Nationa
Regider of Historic Flaceson June 7, 1976. The file, with the original sgned copy of theform,
hes been missing from the National Regigter for anumber of years When the National Register
recordswere first entered into the National Register Information Sysem and assgned aNRIS
registration number, the file was missing, 0 the district was not entered into the NRIS databese
a that time. The MA SHPO has sent us a copy of the district nomination form aong with a copy
of the National Register notice of the district's listing. The district will now be assgned aNRIS
registration number and data collected into the NRIS database

Patrick Andrus

Historian

National Regigter of Historic Places
10/22/2003
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KECEMED 228r
Town/Name/Address . Designation
Topsfield (cont.) OCT14 m
French, John - Andrews, Joseph House RAES NRIND

First
86

Goul d,
First

Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts"”
Hewl ett Rd

Capt. Joseph House

Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts,

12 9 Washi ngton St

NRTRA

NRI ND
NRTRA

Goul d, Zaccheus House NRI ND
First Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts, NRTRA
73 Prospect St
Lake, Stanley House NRI ND
First Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts, NRTRA
95 River Rd
Topsfield Common Historic District LHD
Main and High Stst oTowne St
Topsfield Town Common Historic District NRDI S
Roughly centered on Topsfield Common, from North
Common St t o South Common St and fromWashi ngt on
St t o High St
Townsend
Conant, John House PR
Sout h St Exp :
LHD
Memori al Hall LHD
272 Main St PR
Exp :
Reed Honest ead LHD
72 Main St PR
Exp:
Townsend Historic District | LHD
Roughly bounded by Main andHighland Sts, Rt 13
and including t he Town Conmmon
Townsend Historic District| | LHD
Mai n, South and Spaul ding St s
Townsend Historic District | |1 LHD
Canal, Main andElm Sts

Topsfield

03/ 09/ 1990
03/ 09/ 1990

03/ 09/ 1990
03/ 09/ 1990

03/ 09/ 1990
03/ 09/ 1990

03/ 09/ 1990
03/ 09/ 1990

05/ 14/ 1974

06/ 07/ 1976

07/ 26/ 1976
05/ 08/ 1978
04/ 28/ 1975
06/ 30/ 1998

05/ 08/ 1978
04/ 29/ 1985

04/ 28/ 1975

05/ 08/ 1978

04/ 26/ 1983
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10
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47
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