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The Topsfield Town Common D i s t r i c t i s located i n the center of the town of Topsfield. To 
the south of the d i s t r i c t i s the commercial area of town and on the other edges of the 
Common are scattered r e s i d e n t i a l areas. The d i s t r i c t encompasses the only remaining 
common land of the township and includes ten r e l i g i o u s , c i v i c and r e s i d e n t i a l buildings. 
The area has well-cared for trees, shrubs and monuments, and has no intrusions or drastic 
alterations which detract from i t s appearance. The Topsfield Town Common is the core of 
the local h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t known as the Topsfield Common Historic D i s t r i c t , established 
i n 1974-. 

Among the buildings facing south onto the Common i s the residence at the corner of Wash­
ington and Main Streets (#1). I t i s two stories and has a ridge roof pierced by two brick 
chimneys. The house i s f i v e bays wide and has a center entrance flanked by sidelights 
and surmounted by a large entablature. Windows have six-over-six l i g h t s , and the clapboard 
house i s painted pale yellow. I n the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries there 
were side covered porches on the south and east sides of the building. 

The Emerson-Jordan House (#2) was b u i l t i n 1808 and i s three stories with a hip roof. I t 
is white clapboard except for the westerly end which i s red b r i c k . There i s a two-story 
e l l attached to the east side of the house and a barn to the rear. The house i s f i v e 
bays wide and the center entrance has a f a n l i g h t and sid e l i g h t s . Windows have black 
louvered shutters and two-over-two l i g h t s . A porch supported by four square posts extends 
the length of the facade, and four brick chimneys r i s e from each corner of the roof. 
The i n t e r i o r contains paneling by the noted Salem builder Samuel Mclntire. 

The Parish House (#3) was b u i l t i n 1853 by Jacob Poster and John H. Potter. Potter, who 
had considerable local d i s t i n c t i o n as a s k i l l e d builder, also constructed the Town Hall. 
The Parish House i s a two-story, white clapboard, ridge roof building with i t s gable end 
facing the street. The focal point of the facade i s a s l i g h t l y projecting three-bay 
section divided by three p i l a s t e r s and surmounted by a pediment. The entrance i s centered 
on the f i r s t . f l o o r of t h i s section and flanked by a window on either side. On the second 
flo o r i n each of the outer bays there are windows situated beneath arched moldings. The 
buildirig i s four bays deep and has a deep cornice. The o r i g i n a l steeple was removed i n 
the early twentieth century. 

The oldest building i n the d i s t r i c t i s the Parson Capen House (#4) (NHL) which was b u i l t 
i n 1683 and reveals influences of sixteenth and seventeenth century English architecture. 
The two-story house has a steeply pitched roof with a pilastered brick center chimney. 
The building i s covered with dark stained red oak clapboards and the roof i s finished 
with wooden handriven shingles, one to three feet long. There are overhangs with pen­
dants on the f r o n t and gable ends. The parson Capen House was carefully restored i n 1913 
under the d i r e c t i o n of George Francis Dow. 

On the east side of the Common, facing west, i s the Emerson Center (#5), a Federal mansion 
b u i l t i n 1814. The two-story, white clapboard building i s f i v e bays wide and has a cen­
ter entrance. The door has an e l i p t i c a l f a n l i g h t and sidelights and i s situated under a 
portico supported by slender columns. Windows have black shutters and six-over-six l i g h t s . 
At each corner of the hip roof i s a t a l l b rick chimney, and there i s a balustrade around 
the edge of the roof. On the north side of the house i s a red brick e l l . 
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The Topsfield Town Common D i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the e a r l i e s t area of settlement i n the 
town and as the center of town a c t i v i t y for three centuries. The d i s t r i c t i s also a show­
case of arc h i t e c t u r a l styles, from the Parson Capen House of 1683 to the Town Library of 
1935. ; 

Before recorded history the area now known as the Topsfield Common was roamed by Chief 
Massonment and his braves from the Agauman Tribe. I n 1630 English s e t t l e r s pushed up 
the Ipswich River and established themselves i n the area, which they named "New Meadows." 
In 1650 the Great and General Court gave the residents of New Meadows "ye power to be a 
towne" and approved the name Topsfield, a f t e r Toppesfield, England, the ancestral home of 
many prominent town residents. 

Between 1630 and 1650 a t r a i n i n g f i e l d was set up on what i s now the Common and surrounding 
land. This f i e l d was used for t r a i n i n g m i l i t i a i n early colonial times, and local Minute 
Men gathered here before departing for Concord and Lexington and lat e r Bunker H i l l . Troops 
also trained on the Common and at the Town Hall (#7) during both World Wars I and I I . 
The American Legion headquarters were i n the Town Hal l for many years, and a monument 
stands across from the l i b r a r y as a memorial to those who fought i n the C i v i l War. 

The f i r s t meeting house i n Topsfield was b u i l t i n 1703 on the s i t e of the present Congre­
gational Church (#8), and a second meeting house was erected there i n 1759-60. In 1842 t h i s 
building was moved to Salem where i t was r e b u i l t on Boston Street and used as a tannery. 
Town meetings and p o l i t i c a l r a l l i e s were la t e r held i n the downstairs h a l l (Union Hall) 
of the Parish House (#3) from 1853 to 1873 and i n the Town Hall (#7) from 1873 u n t i l 1952 
when space proved inadequate. Union Hall and the Town Hall were also used for dramatic 
presentations, concerts and lectures. After 1952 the Town Hall meeting room f e l l into a 
state of disrepair, but i t was extensively renovated i n 1975 as a Bicentennial Auditorium 
and once again serves as a center for educational and c u l t u r a l events. Town offices and 
police headquarters are s t i l l located i n the Town Hal l , and the room to the l e f t of the 
main entrance has been i n continuous use as the town treasurer's o f f i c e since 1873. 

The house at the corner of Main and Washington Streets (#1) was b u i l t i n 1832 and operated 
in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries by Augustus W. Smith as a summer hotel. 
The house was known for some time as Smith's Tavern and i s used as a residence today. 

The Emerson-Jordan House (#2) and the Emerson Center (#5̂ ) were both associated with Tops-
f i e l d ' s well-known Emerson family. Reverend John Eme;?̂ on f i r s t b u i l t his house i n 1733 
and part of i t was retained i n the structure of the larger house b u i l t i n 1808 by William 
Emerson. The Emerson Center was b u i l t i n 1814 by Joseph Emerson and later belonged to his 
daughter Harriet Jane Emerson and her husband Charles H. Holmes. Holmes was the son of 
John Holmes, the f i r s t U.S. Senator from Maine. The house was sold to the Congregational 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION _ 7~~r~~Z I 7- I '•, 

The d i s t r i c t encompasses the property lines f o r buildings 
1-6, plus 9 and 10, connecting back property lines by crossing Main Street, Hewlett Street, 

•and High Street. From the southwesterly corner of l o t 6 the d i s t r i c t boundary runs along 
the submerged School Brook to High Street Extension, thence along the center of that street 
to Washington Street, and thence easterly along that street to where the boundary of l o t 1 
begins. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE dbDE COUNTY CODE 
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) , I 
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criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 
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The Town Library (#6) was b u i l t i n 1935, using basic plans prepared i n 1912 by Harold 
Field Kellogg. The brick c l a s s i c a l r e v i v a l building i s two stories and has a two-story 
projecting portico supported by four columns. A large e l l to the rear was added i n 1974. 

The Town Hall (#7) was b u i l t i n 1873 by Topsfield's leading carpenter John H. Potter, using 
plans drawn up by Boston architects Lord and Full e r . The building exhibits characteristics 
of the Chateauesque and Stick styles. I t i s covered with white clapboards and measures 
80 by 46 feet. The facade i s f i v e bays wide and the side elevations are six bays deep. 
The rear portion of the Town Ha.ll i s two stories and the front quarter contains a t h i r d 
f l o o r within the steep hip roof section. The central door stands under a 12-foot wide 
porch supported by paired columns and a clock tower rises above i t . 

Next to the Town Hall i s the Congregational Church (#8), b u i l t i n 1842 under contract to 
Mark R. Jewett of Rowley, Massachusetts. The Greek Revival church has two Ionic columns 
in antis and on i t s square tower i s a t a l l spire and four pinnacles. 

At the southeast corner of the d i s t r i c t are two facing residences which serve as an approach 
to the d i s t r i c t . The residence at 11 High Street (#9) i s a white clapboard structure which 
was o r i g i n a l l y part of a larger house b u i l t i n 1756. This portion of the house was moved 
from Main Street around 1900. The residence at 14 High Street (#10) i s a white shingled 
early twentieth century structure with an attached garage at the east end. 

#8: 
Church on June 1, 1886, and served as a parsonage and now as offices and classrooms by the 
church. 

The Parish House (#3) of the Congregational Church was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t as the Methodist 
Church which dissolved i n the early twentieth century. Today i t serves as a parish house 
and a meeting place for local organizations. 

Originally a small farming community, the town of Topsfield has experienced considerable 
growth i n the twentieth century. I n 1940 the t o t a l population was less than 1000. By 
1961 there were 3550 residents, and today more than 5200 people l i v e i n Topsfield. Never­
theless, the town has retained much of i t s r u r a l character, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the Common 
area. Archit e c t u r a l l y the d i s t r i c t i s distinguished by the variety of structures contained 
in i t which s t i l l have most of t h e i r o r i g i n a l d e t a i l . The most recently constructed 
building i n the d i s t r i c t i s the Town Library (#6) (1935) which, although red brick and 
therefore somewhat incongrous with i t s neighbors, nonetheless draws i t s dignit y and clas­
s i c a l lines from the other buildings around the Coiranon. The oldest strufcture i n the dis­
t r i c t (1683) i s the Parson Capen House (#4) (a National Historic Landmark) which i s con­
sidered by many authorities to be one of the f i n e s t surviving examples of Elizabethan 
architecture i n America. The Emerson-Jordan House (#2) and the Emerson Center (#5) are 
the two most handsome Federal structures i n the Common area, and the former contains 
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#8: 
paneling by the noted builder Samuel Mclntire. Additional s t y l i s t i c variety i s provided 
by the Town Hall (#7) and the Greek Revival Congregational Church (#8). The b e l l i n 
the church tower i s inscribed "Revere and Company, Boston, 1817" and was o r i g i n a l l y i n 
the meeting house which stood on the s i t e before 1842. Together the buildings surrounding 
the Common represent through t h e i r fine a r c h i t e c t u r a l q u a l i t y the growth and development 
of the town of Topsfield. 
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The d i s t r i c t begins i n the northwest corner at the back property l i n e of #1 and runs 
easterly along the back (northem) property lines of #2, 3 and 4; thence south 
along the east property l i n e and then i n a stra i g h t l i n e 450 feet along property #5 
to a point where the boundary turns i n a southeast d i r e c t i o n and runs 200 feet, 
thence along the east property l i n e of #10 to the submerged School Brook. The 
boundary follows the brook to High Street Extension, and crosses to the north 
side of High Street Extension where i t runs west and then east around the corner 
of property #8, thence across Washington Street and along the west boundary of 
#1 to the point of beginning. 
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P A U L G U Z Z I 

1 A p r i l 1976 

Mr. Charles Herrington 
Chief, Registration 
National Register 
National Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please f i n d three nomination forms for the following properties: 

1. Marblehead: King Hooper Mansion 
2. Plymouth: Bartlett-Russell-Hedge House 
3. Topsfield: Topsfield Town Common D i s t r i c t 

These properties have been voted e l i g i b l e by the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission (State Review Board) and have been signed by the State Historic 
Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed Amadon. 

Sincerely yours. 

1/ 

P a t r i c i a L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

PLW/jdd 
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Unite(d States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20240 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

The Director of the National Park Service 

Gary Everhardt 

i s pleased to inforTn you that the h i s t o r i c property l i s t e d on the 

enclosed sheet has been nominated by the State H i s t o r i c Preservation 

Officer responsible for your State's implementation of the National 

H i s t o r i c Preservation Act of 1966, P.L. 89-665 (80 Stat. 915), as 

amended. I t has accordingly been entered i n the National Register 

of H i s t o r i c Places. A l e a f l e t explaining the National Register I s 

enclosed fo r your information and convenience. 

Enclosures 

RECEi^^ED 
J UNI 6 1975. 

MASS. HIST. COMM. 
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NOTE TO FILE 

The Topsfield Town Common Historic District, Essex County, MA, was listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places on June 7, 1976. The file, with the original signed copy of the form, 
has been missing from the National Register for a number of years. When the National Register 
records were first entered into the National Register Information System and assigned a NRIS 
registration number, the file was missing, so the district was not entered into the NRIS database 
at that time. The MA SHPO has sent us a copy of the district nomination form along with a copy 
of the National Register notice of the district's listing. The district will now be assigned a NRIS 
registration number and data collected into the NRIS database. 

Patrick Andrus 
Historian 
National Register of Historic Places 
10/22/2003 



327 - Topsf ie ld 

Town/Name/Addre s s 

T o p s f i e l d (con t . ) 

KEC£!VED 228r 
— Des igna t ion 

OCT 1 4 m 

PLACES French, John - Andrews, Joseph House 
F i r s t Period B u i l d i n g s of Eastern Massachusetts"^ 

86 Hewlett Rd 

Gould, Capt. Joseph House 
F i r s t Period B u i l d i n g s of Eastern Massachusetts, 

12 9 Washington St 

Gould, Zaccheus House 
F i r s t Period B u i l d i n g s of Eastern Massachusetts, 

73 Prospect St 

Lake, Stanley House 
F i r s t Period B u i l d i n g s of Eastern Massachusetts, 

95 River Rd 

T o p s f i e l d Common H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Main and High Sts t o Towne St 

T o p s f i e l d Town Common H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Roughly centered on T o p s f i e l d Common, from North 
Common St t o South Common St and from Washington 
St t o High St 

Townsend 

Conant, John House 
South St 

Memorial H a l l 
272 Main St 

Reed Homestead 
72 Main St 

Townsend H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t I 
Roughly bounded by Main and Highland Sts, Rt 13 

and i n c l u d i n g the Town Common 

Townsend H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t I I 
Main, South and Spaulding Sts 

Townsend H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t I I I 
Canal, Main and Elm Sts 

NRIND 03/09/1990 3 
NRTRA 03/09/1990 3 

NRIND 03/09/1990 3 
NRTRA 03/09/1990 3 

NRIND 03/09/1990 2 
NRTRA 03/09/1990 2 

NRIND 03/09/1990 2 
NRTRA 03/09/1990 2 

LHD 05/14/1974 37 

NRDIS 06/07/1976 10 

PR 07/26/1976 2 
Exp : 
LHD 05/08/1978 2 

LHD 04/28/1975 2 
PR 06/30/1998 2 
Exp : 

LHD 05/08/1978 1 
PR 04/29/1985 1 
Exp : 

LHD 04/28/1975 47 

LHD 

LHD 

05/08/1978 21 

04/26/1983 59 

TPr 
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