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1. Name of Property 
historic name Harvard Shaker V i l l a g e H i s r o r i r D i s t r i c t 
other names/site number 

2. Location 
street & number Shaker Road, S. Shaker Road, Maple Lane ^ot for publication 
city, town H a r v a r d u vicinity 
state Mass. code 025 county W o r c e s t e r code 027 zip code 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

private 
public-local 

I I public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
I I building(s) 

district 
I I site 
r~] structure 
I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

_L5 
_1J 

-3X 

Noncontributing 
Q buildings 

sites 
structures 
objects 

9 Total 
Name of related multiple property listing: 

N/A 
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register p ) 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
• nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the pr^iperty D meets CJ does not meet the National Register criteria. CUsee continuation shept̂  

Signature of certifying 

)f Historic Places and meets the proce 
property meets I I does not meet 

g official Execut ive Dire^_9or, Massachusetts H i s t o r i c Commi 
State Hi s to r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

Ban te red in the National Register. 
[ I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National 
Register. | ^ See continuation sheet. 

O determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

[ I removed from the National Register. 
CH other, (explain:) 

(^j^"^ Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC/ SINGLE DWELLING, MULTIPLE DWELLING, 
SECONDARY STRUCTURE, VILLAGE SITE  

COMMERCE/ BUSINESS, SPECIALTY STORE 
SOCIAL/ MEETING HALL 

RELIGION/ RELIGIOUS STRUCTURE, CEREMONIAL SITE LANDSCAPE/ NATURAL FEATURE 

7. Description 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)  
DOMESTIC/ SINGLE DWELLING MULTIPLE 
DWELLING, SECONDARY STRUCTURE 

AGRICULTURE/ ANIMAL FACILITY 

FUNERARY/ CEMETERY 

Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

EARLY REPUBLIC/ FEDERAL 

Materials (enter categories from instructions)  

foundation STONE/GRANITE 

MID-19th CENTURY/ GREEK REVIVAL 

NOSTYLE 

walls WOOD/ WEATHER BOARD ^ ASPHALT  

roof STONE/ SLATE 

other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Harvard Shaker Village Historic District, Harvard, 
Massachusetts, includes the remnants of Massachusetts' first Shaker 
community. Begun informally in 1781 with the arrival of Mother Ann 
Lee at Harvard, and formally established a decade later, the 
community remained in existence until 1918. During that 137-year 
period, the Shakers at Harvard established a cemetery, built a 
meetinghouse, dwellings, and workplaces, and reshaped the landscape 
to turn swamps into productive fields and orchards. The structures ' 
that survive reflect the rise and decline of this community as it 
pursued its quest to create a Heaven on Earth. The arrangement of 
buildings reflects the society's division into distinct units, or 
"families"; two complexes, those of the Church Family and the South ' 
Family, are included in the present nomination. Despite the loss of 
a number of structures, most major buildings of the community 
survive. Today, the neat, tidy buildings standing side by side with 
foundations and other remains (some ruins, others incorporated into ' 
new structures) comprise an extraordinarily well-preserved reminder 
of the former Shaker community. 

The district lies in the northeastern section of Harvard and 
includes approximately 155 acres. It consists of buildings and 
sites carefully sited along two roads, essentially at right angles 
to one another: Shaker Road and South Shaker Road (see map). The 
district also includes the former Holy Hill of Zion, the Shakers' 
outdoor area of worship, defined by a fence and sited west/northwest 
of the district core. Along Maple Lane, the road to Holy Hill, 
sugar maples planted by the Shakers in the mid 19th century 
survive. Other elements include split rail fences and granite 
posts, slate walkways, and a number of dry-laid stone walls. 

Harvard today is a suburban/rural community bisected by Route 2, the 
major east/west highway for northcentral Massachusetts. 
Increasingly, areas of the town are seeing subdivision for new 
housing. One such area bounds the district to the west. To the 
south lie scattered new construction and Route 2; the latter now 
runs through what was once the East Family complex of the Harvard 
Shaker village. To the east and north, the district is bounded by " ' 

f x ] See continuation sheet 
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Historic Functions 

FUNERARY/CEMETERY 
AGRICULTURAL/PROCESSING STORAGE, AGRICULTURAL FIELD, ANIMAL FACILITY, 
HORTICULTURAL FACILITY, AGRICULTURAL OUTBUILDING, IRRIGATION FACILITY 
INDUSTRY/WATERWORKS, ENERGY FACILITY 
HEALTH CARE/SANITARIUM, MEDICAL BUSINESS OFFICE 
LANDSCAPE/NATURAL FEATURE 
TRANSPORTATION/PEDESTRIAN-RELATED 
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conservation l a n d — l a r g e l y wooded—to the n o r t h as w e l l , over the 
Ayer town l i n e , l i e s the s i t e of the North Family complex, now 
l a r g e l y destroyed and replaced by suburban development. (A s i n g l e 
Shaker d w e l l i n g , somewhat a l t e r e d , and a m i l l pond do s u r v i v e , 
however, and i t i s l i k e l y t h a t some remains of the North Family 
complex may e x i s t . ) The d i s t r i c t ' s t e r r a i n i s h i l l y , w i t h land 
s l o p i n g east t o west toward Bennett's Brook, then r i s i n g i n the west 
t o Holy H i l l . Swampy areas d i v i d e the b u i l d i n g s of Shaker Road from 
the slope of Holy H i l l . Bennett's Brook flows from south t o n o r t h 
w i t h a s i x - f o o t drop i n grade. 

The c o n t r i b u t i n g standing s t r u c t u r e s w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t were 
erected between 1769 and ca. 1900, w i t h most b u i l t between 1800 and 
ca. 1850. Generally, they r e f l e c t the Shaker commitment t o order, 
e f f i c i e n c y , and f u n c t i o n a l i s m . S t y l i s t i c d e t a i l s were kept t o a 
minimum; form and c o l o r were d i c t a t e d by M i l l e n n i a l Law, which sa i d 
t h a t "odd or f a n c i f u l s t y l e s of a r c h i t e c t u r e may not be used among 
Bel i e v e r s " (quoted i n Poppeliers, p. 10). For the most p a r t , these 
b u i l d i n g s are vernacular r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the t r a n s i t i o n from 
Federal t o Greek Reviv a l . Most are of frame c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
clapboard-sheathed, on rubblestone or random ashlar foundations; 
several s t r u c t u r e s are b r i c k or b r i c k veneer. Because of the 
d i s t r i c t ' s h i l l y t e r r a i n , many of the b u i l d i n g s are set i n t o the 
slope, w i t h exposed f u l l basements. As w i t h other Shaker 
communities, the major s t r u c t u r e s (meetinghouse, o f f i c e , primary 
elders d w e l l i n g ) stand a t the center of the Church Family complex. 
Other d w e l l i n g s — p r i m a r i l y d o r m i t o r i e s — a n d some shops range i n an 
o r d e r l y fashion along Shaker Road, w h i l e s e r v i c e s t r u c t u r e s , 
i n c l u d i n g barns, are arrayed behind. 

Two views of the d i s t r i c t , watercolors painted i n the 1830s and 
184 0s, s u r v i v e and provide e x c e l l e n t documentation f o r the 
appearance of the d i s t r i c t i n i t s e a r l y decades; post C i v i l War 
photographs re v e a l t h a t a major b u i l d i n g e f f o r t took place i n the 
mid 19th century and suggest the p e r i o d t o be the heyday f o r the 
settlement, an assumption corroborated by s t a t i s t i c a l and other 
documentary evidence. A f t e r i t s t r a n s f e r t o p r i v a t e ownership 
duri n g the f i r s t decades of the 20th century, some of the d i s t r i c t 
b u i l d i n g s underwent a l t e r a t i o n . A number of b u i l d i n g s were l o s t t o 
f i r e or d e m o l i t i o n as the community declined i n the l a t e 19th/early 
2 0th century. I n appearance today, the d i s t r i c t r e f l e c t s both the 
Shaker presence over a long p e r i o d of time (137 years) and l a t e r 
occupation by p r i v a t e owners concerned w i t h m a i n t a i n i n g these 
s t r u c t u r e s i n an appropriate manner. 

A more s p e c i f i c discussion f o l l o w s of b u i l d i n g s , s t r u c t u r e s , and 
s i t e s w i t h i n the Harvard Shaker V i l l a g e d i s t r i c t . 

( c o n t i n u e d ) 
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Church Family Complex 

The Scfuare House (MHC #10, map #15) , 94 Shaker Road, i s among the 
o l d e s t i n the d i s t r i c t . While both the main block and e l l date t o 
ca. 1769, the b u i l d i n g ' s present appearance, f i v e bays wide, 2 1/2 
s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t w i t h gable r o o f , r e f l e c t s two updatings by the 
Shaker community, one i n 1805, the other i n 1845. I n 1805, the h i p 
roo f v i s i b l e i n Elder George Kendall's 1836 sketch was undoubtedly 
added, w h i l e the present gable r o o f w i t h cornice r e t u r n s i s the 
r e s u l t o f the 1845 remodelling. A heavy pediment over the c e n t r a l 
e n t r y i s a C o l o n i a l Revival a d d i t i o n . 

The clapboard-sheathed Shaker Meetinghouse. 82 Shaker Road (MHC #7, 
map #12, photo #5), was constructed i n 1791 and enlarged ca. 1850. 
Elder Kendall's 1836 sketch shows a gambrel-roofed b u i l d i n g , seven 
bays wide, w i t h two e n t r i e s and a t r i o of second-story dormers. By 
1850, the b u i l d i n g ' s present appearance had been achieved. The 
dormers had become the second s t o r y ' s t h r e e bays, the gambrel r o o f 
had become a gable w i t h an a d d i t i o n a l h a l f s t o r y trimmed w i t h 
cornice r e t u r n s . There were now f o u r separate entrances, approached 
by g r a n i t e steps, i n the main block. Flanking e l l s had been added, 
1 1/2 s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t and two bays wide, c o n t a i n i n g separate 
stairways f o r male and female worshippers. The o r i g i n a l 
meetinghouse i s b e l i e v e d t o have been designed by Shaker Moses 
Johnson, the only b u i l d i n g w i t h whom a s p e c i f i c i n d i v i d u a l i s 
associated. I n form and plan, i t i s very s i m i l a r t o meetinghouses 
i n other Shaker communities. 

The b u i l d i n g r e s t s on a foundation of g r a n i t e a s h l a r, and g r a n i t e 
posts i n the basement provided e x t r a support f o r the worshippers' 
f r e n e t i c dances. Shaker-made d e t a i l s i n clude hand-wrought r a i l s and 
hinges. Pegs i n the meeting room f l o o r are sa i d t o have marked the 
dancers' p o s i t i o n s . Windows and doors remain simply enframed, w i t h 
shallow l i n t e l s and s i l l s ; cornerboards are narrow. Symmetrical 
i n t e r i o r chimneys are placed on the r i d g e . The i n t e r i o r space has 
been subdivided. 

The Second House. 79 Shaker Road (MHC #3, map #10, photo #2), was 
b u i l t i n 1795 and i t , t o o , underwent a l t e r a t i o n s i n the mid 19th 
century: i t s gambrel r o o f was r a i s e d (ca. 1860) and a l t e r e d t o a 
gable form. B u i l t i n t o a h i l l s i d e , the s t r u c t u r e i s 3 1/2 s t o r i e s 
i n h e i g h t w i t h an exposed basement revealed a t the sides and rear. 
The house i s f i v e asymmetrically placed bays wide and two bays 
deep. The shed-roofed e n t r y a t the rear i s a l a t e r a d d i t i o n . 

The F i r s t House, v i s i b l e i n the 1836 sketch but l o s t by the 
beginning of the 20th century, was s i m i l a r i n appearance t o the 
Second House. Both served as d o r m i t o r i e s . 

( c o n t i n u e d ) 
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The T a i l o r Shop. 88 Shaker Road (MHC #9, map #14), was constructed 
ca. 1800. I t i s a modest clapboarded s t r u c t u r e , 1 1/2 s t o r i e s i n 
he i g h t , t h r e e bays wide and two bays deep w i t h a c e n t r a l entrance. 
Like the Second House across the road, i t , t o o , s i t s on a s l o p i n g 
s i t e . The b u i l d i n g r e s t s on a random g r a n i t e ashlar basement and 
the entrance i s approached by g r a n i t e steps w i t h i r o n r a i l i n g s . A 
s i n g l e chimney i s centered on the gable r o o f ' s r i d g e . Sash, 6/9, 
are set w i t h i n simple enframements, and a f i x e d transom of fo u r 
l i g h t s tops the e n t r y . The Kendall sketch shows the shop standing 
between the meetinghouse (map #12) and a s i s t e r ' s shop t o the south 
t h a t was replaced i n the 1840s w i t h the massive "New" O f f i c e (map 
#9). Presently l o c a t e d t o the south of the Square House, the T a i l o r 
Shop may have been moved t o accommodate the New O f f i c e ' s 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . I n any case, i t had been placed on i t s present s i t e 
by 1870. 

The Shaker Herb House. 81 Shaker Road (MHC #2, map #11, photo #3), 
dates t o the f i r s t decades of the 19th century. I t i s a long, low 
b u i l d i n g set i n t o a h i l l s i d e w i t h i t s gable end f a c i n g the road, 
constructed of random ashlar w i t h a s l a t e r o o f . 

The "New O f f i c e . " 78 Shaker Road (MHC #6, map #9, photo #4) i s an 
enormous clapboarded s t r u c t u r e constructed i n the 184 0s t o serve the 
temporal needs of the t h r i v i n g community. Business was conducted a t 
the lower l e v e l s , w h i l e t r u s t e e s , guests, and o f f i c e s t a f f resided 
i n the s t o r i e s above. E s s e n t i a l l y u n a l t e r e d , the b u i l d i n g d i s p l a y s 
the simple l i n e s and a t t e n t i o n t o d e t a i l s , both i n s i d e and out, f o r 
which the Shakers were known. Set on a slope, the b u i l d i n g i s 
o r i e n t e d w i t h i t s broad gable end toward the s t r e e t ( f a c i n g t o the 
west); a t t h i s e l e v a t i o n , i t i s f i v e bays wide and 3 1/2 s t o r i e s i n 
he i g h t . The recessed c e n t r a l entrance i s set beneath a f l a t 
e n t a b l a t u r e and i s framed by a f u l l - w i d t h f i x e d transom and 3/4 
s i d e l i g h t s . The b u i l d i n g i s f i v e bays deep a t the rear of the 
b u i l d i n g , where the two main s t o r i e s , two l e v e l s of a t t i c , 
sub-basement and basement are f u l l y exposed. A rear wing was 
modified i n t o a sun porch and garage i n the 1930s. Sash are f o r the 
most p a r t l a t e 19th century 2/2 replacements; however, o r i g i n a l 6/9 
and smaller 6/6 sash su r v i v e i n some a t t i c windows. Granite steps 
and wrought i r o n r a i l s l eading t o the entrance are o r i g i n a l , as i s 
the quarter-round g r a n i t e s t a i r c a s e . The b u i l d i n g ' s i n t e r i o r 
r e t a i n s f i n e examples of Sha k e r - b u i l t c a b i n e t r y . 

I n 1847, the Shaker M i n i s t r y . 84 Shaker Road (MHC #8, map #13, photo 
#1), was constructed. I t housed the church o f f i c e s . The main 
block, f o u r bays wide and two bays deep, i s 2 1/2 s t o r i e s i n he i g h t 
w i t h a gable r o o f . I t s exposed basement i s of random ashlar. This 
i s the o r i g i n a l p o r t i o n of the b u i l d i n g . The b u i l d i n g i s of frame 

( c o n t i n u e d ) 
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c o n s t r u c t i o n w i t h a b r i c k veneer; windows ( w i t h 12/12 sash) have 
g r a n i t e l i n t e l s and s i l l s . The e n t r y i s recessed, and, l i k e the 
o f f i c e , has an e n t r y door framed by a f i x e d transom and s i d e l i g h t s . 
A brick-veneered gable-roofed wing, 1 1/2 s t o r i e s t a l l , and s i m i l a r 
i n d e t a i l t o the main block, i s l i n k e d by a two-bay e l l ; both were 
added i n the 1930s. 

The Carpenter's Shop. 74 Shaker Road (MHC #5, map #8), was b u i l t i n 
the mid 19th century. At the rear of the b u i l d i n g were several 
c a r r i a g e shops. The b u i l d i n g i s clapboard-sheathed, 2 1/2 s t o r i e s 
high w i t h a gable r o o f w i t h cornice r e t u r n s . Sash i s 9/9. Since 
the 1930s, i t has served as a residence. A l t e r a t i o n s i nclude the 
a d d i t i o n of a shingled garage a t the property's northeast corner, 
and a small storm porch f r o n t i n g the main entrance. 

Also d a t i n g from the mid 19th century i s the l a r g e Shaker Carriage 
House (MHC #11, map #18) . The b u i l d i n g i s sheathed w i t h board and 
b a t t e n s i d i n g . I t s plan takes advantage of i t s h i l l y s i t i n g , w i t h 
two l e v e l s a t the side and rear and w i t h a s i n g l e entrance f a c i n g 
south. I n recent years, the b u i l d i n g has served as a barn. 

South Family Complex 

While the o l d e s t s u r v i v o r , a l b e i t i n r u i n s , i n the South Family 
holdings predates the opening of the Shaker settlement by some 
twelve years (the Isaac W i l l a r d house, pre 1781), the o l d e s t 
b u i l d i n g s t i l l standing i s Shop #1, also known as the Applesauce 
House. 99 S. Shaker Road (MHC #51, map #3, photo 6 ) . I t s exact date 
of c o n s t r u c t i o n i s unknown, but i t i s be l i e v e d t o have been b u i l t 
between 1800 and 1825. I t i s a 2 1/2-story gable-roofed b u i l d i n g , 
since converted t o a d w e l l i n g ; i t i s of frame c o n s t r u c t i o n , i t s 
e x t e r i o r now covered w i t h stucco. A pent r o o f s h e l t e r s the 
entrance. I n t e r i o r f e atures such as f o u r - f o o t - w i d e doors and a 
number of trapdoors i n the f l o o r probably are r e l a t e d t o the 
b u i l d i n g ' s e a r l y use as a shop. 

The l a r g e s t b u i l d i n g i n the South Family complex i s the 
clapboard-sheathed Dwelling House. 99 S. Shaker Road (MHC #54, map 
#4, photo 6 ) . I t i s be l i e v e d t o have been b u i l t ca. 1835 and i s 
very s i m i l a r t o the Church Family's "New O f f i c e , " which postdated 
i t . The Dwelling House i s 'a massive b u i l d i n g , 3 1/2 s t o r i e s on a 
s l o p i n g s i t e w i t h an exposed basement of coursed rubble. The main 
facade, framed by the broad gable end, i s f i v e bays wide w i t h a 
c e n t r a l recessed e n t r y surrounded by l i g h t s . Sash i s 12/12 on the 
f i r s t and second s t o r i e s , 12/8 a t the c e n t r a l t h r e e bays of the 
t h i r d s t o r y and upper a t t i c , and 6/6 i n the smaller windows f l a n k i n g 
the t h i r d f l o o r windows. The s t r u c t u r e i s e i g h t asymmetrically 
placed bays deep, w i t h frieze-band windows a t the cornice l i n e . 

( c o n t i n u e d ) 
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Ranged along the r i d g e l i n e are two chimneys and a dome-topped, 
louvered b e l l tower. While almost unchanged on the e x t e r i o r , the 
d w e l l i n g has seen extensive a l t e r a t i o n s on the i n t e r i o r ' s f i r s t two 
s t o r i e s ; p a r t i t i o n w a l l s , doors, and b u i l t - i n storage were removed 
ca. 1899 when the b u i l d i n g l e f t the possession of the Shakers and 
was converted t o use as a chicken coop (a f u n c t i o n i t no longer 
serves). Other i n t e r i o r woodwork was removed t o the Boston Museum 
of Fine A r t s ca. 1963. 

Standing a t the rear of the Dwelling House, and j o i n e d t o i t by a 
one-story e l l , i s the Washhouse or Laundry (map #5, photo #6). I t 
i s b e l i e v e d t o have been b u i l t ca. 1800. Also clapboard-sheathed, 
the Washhouse i s f i v e bays wide and two bays deep, and r i s e s 2 1/2 
s t o r i e s from a rubblestone basement t o a gable r o o f . 

Cemetery 

The community Cemetery (MHC #847) occupies a s i t e along South Shaker 
Road, east of the South Family complex. More than 3 00 Shakers are 
bu r i e d t h e r e — t h e e a r l i e s t b u r i a l occurred i n 1792; the l a s t i n 
1929. B u r i a l s are arranged i n ten s t r a i g h t rows of about t h i r t y 
graves each. I n the 1870s, most of the g r a n i t e stones were replaced 
w i t h round-headed markers of cast i r o n , set on i r o n stakes. I n 
r a i s e d l e t t e r s , the markers i d e n t i f y the deceased's name and age and 
give the dates of b i r t h and death. 

( c o n t i n u e d ) 
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Archaeological D e s c r i p t i o n 

While no p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s are c u r r e n t l y recorded i n the d i s t r i c t , 
i t i s l i k e l y t h a t s i t e s are present. One p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e has been 
recorded i n the general area ( w i t h i n one mile) and seven are known 
f o r the e n t i r e town. These f a c t o r s plus the p h y s i c a l 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the d i s t r i c t , w e l l - d r a i n e d uplands overlooking 
Bennett's Brook and associated wetlands, may i n d i c a t e favorable 
c o n d i t i o n s f o r n a t i v e settlement and subsistence. 

A high p o t e n t i a l e x i s t s f o r l o c a t i n g h i s t o r i c a l a r chaeological 
remains i n the d i s t r i c t . Numerous s t r u c t u r e s o r i g i n a l l y associated 
w i t h the v i l l a g e have burned or been demolished, f r e q u e n t l y l e a v i n g 
foundations or other v i s i b l e i n d i c a t i o n s of t h e i r l o c a t i o n . 
Systematic a r c h a e o l o g i c a l survey and mapping would a s s i s t i n 
r e c o n s t r u c t i n g the complex p h y s i c a l e v o l u t i o n o f t h i s community and 
i n c l a r i f y i n g the f u n c t i o n s t h a t i n d i v i d u a l s t r u c t u r e s / s i t e s 
played. O r i g i n a l l y comprised of f o u r sections or f a m i l i e s , the 
North, Church, South, and East f a m i l i e s , the d i s t r i c t includes most 
of the Church and South Family area. Most s t r u c t u r e s i n the Harvard 
Shaker V i l l a g e were b u i l t i n the 19th century unless otherwise 
noted. Some l a t e 18th century s i t e s and s t r u c t u r e s are present. 

On the east side of Shaker Road i n the Church Family area, the 
remains of a 19th century schoolhouse, which was moved t o South 
Shaker Road and has since been l o s t , may s t i l l e x i s t immediately 
n o r t h of the Square House. Northeast of t h i s l o c a t i o n , the remains 
of a r e s e r v o i r , f i l l e d i n the mid 20th century, are also present on 
a h i l l o v e rlooking the v i l l a g e (outside the bounds of the present 
h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t ) . The r e s e r v o i r was constructed ca. 1855 i n 
response t o drought c o n d i t i o n s a t t h a t time. A pipe, encased i n 
concrete, c a r r i e d water 6,501 f e e t from a s p r i n g south of the 
v i l l a g e t o the r e s e r v o i r . Porticjns of the route pass east of Shaker 
Road. The pipe ran underground w i t h s l a t e markers marking changes 
i n d i r e c t i o n f o r the pipe. A high p o t e n t i a l e x i s t s f o r 
archaeological s u r v i v a l s of the r e s e r v o i r and the pipe, p a r t s of 
which have been recovered by l o c a l r e s i d e n t s (Erhart M u l l e r personal 
communication, 1989). This method of t r a n s p o r t i n g water represents 
an unusual water supply system, even f o r the Shakers. Given 
e l e v a t i o n changes, a ram pump was l i k e l y used t o f o r c e water through 
the system t o the r e s e r v o i r . I f so, t h i s system may represent one 
of the f i r s t examples of i t s k i n d i n the area. Survey and mapping 
should be completed f o r t h i s valuable resource, both w i t h i n and 
outside the d i s t r i c t . 

At the southern end of the Church Family area, remains of the f i r s t 
o f f i c e may e x i s t next t o the carpenter's shop. Set back from the 
f i r s t row of b u i l d i n g s along the east side of Shaker Road, a second 

( c e n t i nued) 
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row of s t r u c t u r e s was also present, none of which are e x t a n t . 
Archaeological s u r v i v a l s l i k e l y s u r vive from each of these 
s t r u c t u r e s . A granary was present behind the carpenter's shop. 
Extending n o r t h from t h i s l o c a t i o n , i n order, were an o f f i c e / s t a b l e , 
a seed shop, a Wash House (behind the o f f i c e ) , a s t a b l e , and a 
garden house. 

On the west side of Shaker Road, the s i t e of a blacksmith shop w i t h 
coal house t o the rear of the shop e x i s t s a t or near the ca. 1930 
d w e l l i n g a t 73 Shaker Road (Map F). North of the Second House, two 
foundations are present. The remains immediately n o r t h of Second 
House are probably those of a d w e l l i n g house, also known as a spin 
house. North of t h i s l o c a t i o n and south of the road t o Holy H i l l 
and the Great Barn s i t e are the remains of another d w e l l i n g house 
known as the F i r s t House. The Great Barn f o r the Church Family was 
b u i l t o f f Shaker Road (alongside what i s today known as Maple Lane) 
i n 1831 (MHC #944, map #17). Like other Shaker barns of the p e r i o d , 
i t was b u i l t i n t o a h i l l s i d e , w i t h three l e v e l s (the uppermost l e v e l 
f o r hay, the middle f o r c a t t l e , and the lowest l e v e l f o r manure). 
The barn was of frame c o n s t r u c t i o n on a f u l l - h e i g h t , ground-level 
foundation of rubblestone. I t was destroyed by f i r e i n 1937, but 
i t s extensive stone foundations, 14 0 f e e t long and 50 f e e t wide, 
s u r v i v e , as do two broad ramps leading t o the remains of the second 
and t h i r d s t o r i e s . 

South of the road t o Holy H i l l (now known as Maple Lane) and set 
back from s t r u c t u r e s and s i t e s next t o the west side of Shaker Road 
were another row of b u i l d i n g s , most of which no longer e x i s t . Next 
t o the road t o Holy H i l l are the remains of the second Herb House 
and a l a t e r non-Shaker d w e l l i n g which burned. The remains of a wood 
shed/shop are reported west of Second House next t o the f i r s t Herb 
House. 

On the south side of the road t o Holy H i l l , immediately west of 
Bennett's Brook, are the l a r g e s t remains i n Shaker V i l l a g e . Remains 
of several smaller s t r u c t u r e s became p a r t of 20th century 
b u i l d i n g s — t h e houses a t 85 and 89 Shaker Road (Map I , H), both 
b u i l t i n the 1930s, stand on g r a n i t e foundations t h a t are l i k e l y the 
remains of two o f the d w e l l i n g houses t h a t once ranged along the 
road's west side, opposite the Square House. Next t o the Great 
Barn, the remains of a tannery, a c i d e r m i l l , and smaller barns are 
also present. The tannery s i t e includes the remains of a w i n d m i l l 
p o s s i b l y used t o pump water f o r tannery operations. The foundations 
of an ox barn also s u r v i v e . Three s t r u c t u r e s , now demolished, are 
reported on the east side of Bennett's Brook, n o r t h of the road t o 
Holy H i l l and the Great Barn s i t e . Nearest the road was a s t r u c t u r e 
known as a shed or m i l l house. Immediately n o r t h of the b u i l d i n g 
was a b u i l d i n g known a t various times as a medical shop or drug 

(con t i n n e d ) 
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store. A short distance away, a hog house was also present next to 
the brook. 

On South Shaker Road, west of the Shaker cemetery, several s i t e s and 
structures of the South Family remain, most of which l i e north of 
South Shaker Road. The 18th century remains of the Isaac Willard 
House (MHC #952) are present on the north side of South Shaker Road, 
approximately 1/2 mile from i t s intersection with Shaker Road. The 
remains of Shaker Shop #2 are present north of these remains. East 
of the Isaac Willard House are the remains of the Shaker stone barn 
(MHC #949), which collapsed in 1975. The above remains represent 
the known s t r u c t u r a l remains for the South Family; however, 
outbuildings such as small barns and sheds are also probably present. 

In addition to the concrete encased pipe and reservoir previously 
noted, engineering features are also present in the wetlands west of 
South Shaker Road. Bennett's Brook has been straightened along most 
of i t s north/south route in t h i s area. Large stone culverts have 
also been b u i l t where the road to Holy H i l l and the Great Barn 
passes over the brook. West of the brook, a s e r i e s of ditches has 
been excavated, a l l at right angles to Bennett's Brook, to 
f a c i l i t a t e drainage of the wetlands for pasturage and hay 
c u l t i v a t i o n . Landscape features, including d i r t p i l e s , e x i s t as a 
product of ditch excavations and modification of the brook. 

Occupation-related features (trash p i t s , p r i v i e s , wells) probably 
e x i s t in association with Shaker buildings s t i l l extant and those 
that no longer stand. Larger community-level dumping areas may also 
e x i s t . 

( end) 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally [ x \ statewide Q locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [X]A HHB [X]C [X\D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) L H A H H B Q E I | G 

Areas of Sjanificance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
AGRICULTURE c a . 1769-1918 
ARCHAEOLOGY/ HISTORIC-NON-AB RIGINAL 
COMMMERCE 
COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
ENGINEERING Cultural Affiliation 
RELIGION 
SOCIAL HI?;TORY 
ART 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
ENFIELD SHAKER MOSES JOHNSON 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Harvard Shaker Village Historic District, Harvard, 
Massachusetts, includes the remaining buildings and outbuildings 
associated with the Society that existed at Harvard during the 19th 
century. The district includes the sites of former Shaker 
structures, some known only from documentary evidence, others for 
which foundations and ruins survive. Also within the district 
boundaries are the Shaker cemetery and the community's Holy Hi l l of i.i; 
Zion, as well as such Shaker-built elements as walkways, stone 
walls, and a canal system. Together, these survivals comprise a . . 
superb representation of the Shaker system of creating a heaven on 
earth. The d i s t r i c t ranges along both east and west sides of Shaker 
Road and the northern side of South Shaker Road. Fifteen 
contributing buildings, eleven contributing sites, and five 
contributing structures are included in the district boundaries. 
Through its architecture and through the relationship of buildings , 
to one another and to the landscape, the Harvard Shaker Village is 
one of the most evocative of Massachusetts' 19th century Utopian 
communities. The district retains integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and 
f u l f i l s Cri ter ia A, C, and D of the National Register of Historic 
Places on the state and local levels. 

The nominated settlement at Harvard was one of close to twenty 
religious communities established in the eastern United States by 
the United Society of Believers, or Shakers, between 1776 and 1810. 
The society had i t s beginnings in late 17th century France, where a 
group known as the Prophets became noted for the fervor and 
intensity of their members' religious worship. As mi l lennia l is ts , 
the Prophets preached Christ's second coming and warned that 
nonbelievers would have disease and famine brought upon them. 
Facing persecution in their own country, several members escaped to 
England, where they found sympathy within that country's Quaker 
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community. I n England, the Prophets' i n t e n s i t y of r e l i g i o u s 
expression became tempered by the Quakers' b e l i e f s i n p a c i f i s m and 
s i m p l i c i t y ; by 1747, under the i n f l u e n c e of James and Jane Wardley 
of Manchester, the beginnings of a unique Utopian ideology were 
emerging. Singing, dancing, and other p h y s i c a l expressions of 
r e l i g i o u s devotion exercised by the group would g i v e i t i t s name, 
"Shaking Quakers," or "Shakers." 

Shaker d o c t r i n e was brought from England t o America by one of i t s 
converts, Ann Lee (1736-1784), the unschooled daughter of a 
Manchester blacksmith who j o i n e d the s o c i e t y i n 1758. By 1770, Ann 
Lee was u r g i n g f o l l o w e r s t o abandon the c o r r u p t world of 
nonbelievers and take up the Shaker way of l i f e . She c i t e d sexual 
r e l a t i o n s as the fundamental r o o t of man's d e p r a v i t y , the cause of 
h i s f a l l from grace, and t h e r e f o r e advocated c e l i b a c y . I n 1774, now 
known as Mother Ann, Lee set o f f w i t h e i g h t f o l l o w e r s , i n c l u d i n g 
f a m i l y members, t o e s t a b l i s h a communal Shaker s o c i e t y i n America. 
Their f i r s t settlement was j u s t northwest of Albany, i n a community 
they named W a t e r v l i e t (also known as Niskeyuna). At f i r s t , the 
group was unable t o gather others i n t o i t s f o l d , but a r e l i g i o u s 
r e v i v a l spawned by New L i g h t B a p t i s t s i n New Lebanon, New York, i n 
1779 drew a number of zealots t o Shaker d o c t r i n e . 

By 1780, Mother Ann had embarked on an e v a n g e l i c a l t o u r t h a t would 
take her throughout New York and New England i n search of converts. 
Preaching m i l l e n n i a l i s m , she exhorted her supports t o create a new 
Eden on e a r t h , apart from the e v i l s of the imperfect outside world. 
Mother Ann advocated c h a s t i t y , p u r i t y , mutual confession, and 
communality, and urged her f o l l o w e r s t o embrace the Shaker way of 
l i f e . C entral t o her t h i n k i n g was the idea t h a t C h r i s t ' s second 
coming would take a s p i r i t u a l r a t h e r than a p h y s i c a l form and t h a t a 
p e r f e c t l i f e on e a r t h was a necessary component of His r e t u r n . I n 
1781, Mother Ann Lee came t o Harvard, Massachusetts, having heard 
t h a t a group of r e l i g i o u s nonconformists was already a c t i v e i n t h a t 
community. 

The town of Harvard, t h i r t y - o n e miles west of Boston, was f i r s t 
s e t t l e d by Europeans ca. 1680 and was incorporated i n 1732, from 
p a r t s of neighboring Lancaster ( e s t a b l i s h e d 1654) , Groton ( e s t . 
1655), and Stow ( e s t . 1683) . The impetus f o r e s t a b l i s h i n g the new 
town was the need f o r a meetinghouse c l o s e r t o the r e s i d e n t s of the 
f a r reaches of these three adjacent communities. Harvard's 
p o p u l a t i o n i n t h a t year stood a t 350 persons and the town was 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d by dispersed a g r i c u l t u r a l settlement. By October 10, 
173 3, the f i r s t m i n i s t e r . Rev. John Seccomb, was ordained, and the 
town church was organized. The f i r s t meetinghouse was organized i n 
1733 a t a b u i l d i n g l ocated a t the new town's center, southwest of 
the Shaker V i l l a g e ' s f u t u r e l o c a t i o n . 

( c o n t i n u e d ) 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 8 p 2 "̂ "̂̂ -̂ ^ ̂ l ; - " ^ " I J ^ l l f f Historic D i s t r i c t , 
— ' ay*' — Harvard, Massachusetts 

I n 1751, r e l i g i o u s unrest occurred i n Harvard; a small group of 
people who l i v e d i n the northeast corner of the town separated from 
the church . Among them was Isaac W i l l a r d , formerly of 
Charlestown. (The remains of W i l l a r d ' s house, MHC #952, are among 
the e a r l i e s t elements i n the d i s t r i c t , having been b u i l t p r i o r t o 
1781). I n 1760, the d i s s e n t e r s were j o i n e d by Shadrack I r e l a n d , an 
i t i n e r a n t New L i g h t preacher, also from Charlestown. 

By 1769, w i t h the a i d of r e l i g i o u s f o l l o w e r s t h a t then numbered 
about a dozen, I r e l a n d b u i l t what soon came t o be known as the 
Square House (MHC #10), a f i v e bay, 2 1/2-story b u i l d i n g w i t h gable 
r o o f . There, I r e l a n d preached t o h i s f o l l o w e r s and l i v e d , 
e s s e n t i a l l y as a r e c l u s e , u n t i l h i s death i n 1780. S h o r t l y a f t e r 
h i s death, i t i s be l i e v e d t h a t one of I r e l a n d ' s f a i t h f u l may have 
v i s i t e d Ann Lee a t Niskeyuna, and i n v i t e d her t o come t o Harvard. 

When Mother Ann Lee and s i x f o l l o w e r s a r r i v e d i n Harvard from 
Niskeyuna i n June 1781, she found a ready-made group of r e l i g i o u s 
zealots i n need of a leader. Over the next two years. Mother Ann 
p e r i o d i c a l l y resided i n the Square House, and the f i r s t Shaker 
settlement i n Massachusetts began t o evolve. I n 1782, h e i r s of 
Shadrack I r e l a n d s o l d the Square House and 8 6 1/2 acres t o 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of Mother Ann; the new Shaker community a t Harvard 
was soon t o form. 

The town o f Harvard d i d not welcome the new group of d i s s e n t e r s w i t h 
open arms. One observer wrote i n 1782 t h a t : 

They meet together i n the n i g h t , and have been heard two 
miles by the people i n the dead of n i g h t ; sometimes a 
company of them w i l l run away t o some house, get i n t o i t , 
r a i s e up a bedlam, wake up a l l i n the house . . . They run 
about i n the woods and elsewhere hooting and t o o t i n g l i k e 
owls. (Valentine Rathburn, Some B r i e f H i n t s of a R e l i g i o u s 
Scheme. 1782, quoted i n Horgan, p. 24) 

A s h o r t time a f t e r her a r r i v a l , Lee and the newly converted Shakers 
were accused of s t o r i n g ammunition i n the Square House. Treason was 
suspected. On August 31, 1781, and again i n January 1783, the town 
voted t h a t the selectmen remove the "Shaking Quakers" from Harvard. 
Neither attempt was successful. Nor d i d repeated v i o l e n c e against 
the Shakers i n the e a r l y 1780s, i n c l u d i n g r i o t i n g i n f r o n t of the 
Square House i n 1782, succeed i n d r i v i n g them out of Harvard. 

Between 1782 and 1784, Mother Ann Lee was a t Harvard only 
s p o r a d i c a l l y , w i t h much of her time devoted t o extensive t r a v e l s 
throughout New England spreading the Shaker gospel. She died a t 
Niskeyuna i n September 1784, a t age 48. 

( c o n t i n u e d ) 
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The ro l e of leader went f i r s t to Mother Ann's compatriot, James 
Whittaker, and upon his death, to two American-born followers, 
Joseph Meacham and Lucy Wright. Under t h e i r leadership, Shaker 
doctrine was formalized, i t s p o l i t i c a l manifestations enunciated, 
and i t s way of l i f e established. With the formalization of the 
r e l i g i o n came a new acceptance by nonbelievers. Fourteen 
communities were formed i n New York and New England between 1776 and 
1830. I n 1791, the Society at Harvard was formally organized. 
Another community was established by 1793 i n nearby Shirley and 
would be closely associated with Harvard throughout i t s h i s t o r y ; the 
two were under the j u r i s d i c t i o n of the same bishopric. By the f i r s t 
decades of the 19th century. Shaker missionaries were carrying 
Mother Ann's v i s i o n westward to Kentucky and Ohio, and by 1850, 
approximately 6,000 Shakers would be spread throughout about twenty 
communities. Membership was drawn both from converts and from 
orphans whom the Shakers adopted i n t o t h e i r community and who were 
given the option of remaining i n the society upon reaching maturity. 

A central component of the Shaker v i s i o n was the notion of 
hierarchy. While male and female believers were considered equals, 
each community was governed by a ministry of Elders and Eldresses, 
who wielded f i r m control over the less senior Brothers and Sisters 
and who l i v e d separate from the rest of the group. Each community 
was divided i n t o families of between t h i r t y and 100 individuals. 
Property was held communally, and governed by a group of Trustees 
who were responsible f o r business dealings with the outside world. 
Each Shaker community evolved sophisticated a g r i c u l t u r a l and 
manufacturing practices that would allow i t t o become s e l f 
s u f f i c i e n t . At the same time, the communities interacted with the 
world of nonbelievers through commercial a c t i v i t i e s — t h e sale of 
seeds, f o r example, became a major part of the l o c a l economy fo r a 
number of Shaker communities, including Harvard. 

Shaker doctrine c l e a r l y dictated the physical characteristics of an 
earthly paradise, and every Shaker v i l l a g e was c a r e f u l l y planned to 
embody the society's b e l i e f s i n r i g i d order and exuberant 
celebration. The community's location would include a s i t e of great 
natural beauty f o r worship and r e j o i c i n g . Physical improvements 
would include neat, l i n e a r arrangements of simple buildings and 
c a r e f u l l y tended walkways, roads, and f i e l d s ; a g r i c u l t u r e , 
especially c u l t i v a t i o n of the land, was a c r i t i c a l aspect of every 
community. 

In her book on Utopian community design (Seven American Utopias: 
The Architecture of Communitarian Socialism. 1790-1975. MIT Press, 
1976), Dolores Hayden describes the archetypal Shaker community. 
Her description applies well to Harvard: 

( c o n t i n u e d ) 
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The b u i l d i n g process i n a t y p x c a i snaKer community WSS clfl 
a c t i v i t y s u b s i d i a r y t o a g r i c u l t u r a l o r g a n i z a t i o n and s i t e 
planning. 
B u i l d i n g s were designed t o be overcapacious, e l i m i n a t i n g 
crowding, a n t i c i p a t i n g the f u t u r e growth of each f a m i l y . . 
. . Their forms, however, were forbidden t o be "odd or 
f a n c i f u l , " and t h e i r s i t i n g was d e l i b e r a t e l y methodical and 
a n t i p i c t u r e s q u e . 

This emphasis on t r a d i t i o n a l planning and sound 
c o n s t r u c t i o n became the basis of a d i s t i n c t i v e vernacular 
s t y l e of b u i l d i n g . The Shakers were a c u t e l y s e n s i t i v e t o 
the e f f e c t s of the p h y s i c a l environment on the l i f e of 
t h e i r communities. They wished b u i l d i n g s t o house t h e i r 
a c t i v i t i e s and d i s p l a y them accurat e l y t o members and the 
world a t l a r g e , and they perceived t h a t an o r d e r l y and 
nonmonumental development of t r a d i t i o n a l r u r a l b u i l d i n g 
types would serve these needs b e t t e r than any elaborate or 
f a n c i f u l designs they could devise. Just as they decried 
the a r t s of music, drama, and p a i n t i n g , the Shakers 
denounced " a r c h i t e c t u r e . " . . . " A r c h i t e c t u r e " as a e s t h e t i c 
e f f e c t was close t o i r r e l e v a n t , since the Shakers d e a l t 
w i t h a broad range of design goals, v a r y i n g i n scale from 
heightening basic environmental perception t o 
p r e f a b r i c a t i n g new communities. I t i s no s u r p r i s e t o l e a r n 
t h a t t h e r e were no s e l f - s t y l e d " a r c h i t e c t s " among the 
Shakers, only b u i l d e r s , members whose s k i l l s included 
masonry or carpentry, who took a very modestview of t h e i r 
c o n t r i b u t i o n t o community design. 

(Hayden, p. 76) 

Harvard's Shaker v i l l a g e a p t l y i l l u s t r a t e s Hayden's t h e s i s . The 
land the Shakers occupied a t Harvard was c h a r a c t e r i z e d by i t s h i l l s , 
swamps, and g r a n i t e ledge. Almost immediately upon t h e i r a r r i v a l , 
the Shakers set out t o tame t h i s d i s o r d e r l y t e r r a i n . A "water 
course" was dug alongside Bennett's Brook t o begin d r a i n i n g the 
swamps and create f i e l d s . Imposed upon the n a t u r a l l y harsh 
landscape were f o u r " f a m i l i e s , " d i s t i n c t l i n e a r u n i t s , w i t h the 
c e n t r a l , l a r g e s t , and most s i g n i f i c a n t u n i t known as the Church 
Family. Three other u n i t s were named f o r t h e i r geographic r e l a t i o n 
t o the c e n t r a l c o r e — N o r t h , South, and East. Each u n i t developed a 
d i s t i n c t i d e n t i t y w i t h i n the l a r g e r s o c i e t y , w i t h d w e l l i n g s , barns, 
and workshops. Dwellings and workplaces, l i n k e d by systems of 
a r r o w - s t r a i g h t walkways, were arranged i n an o r d e r l y fashion both 
p a r a l l e l and perpendicular t o the water course. Gardens—growing 
vegetables, herbs, and f l o w e r s , the l a t t e r p r i m a r i l y f o r medicinal 
p u r p o s e s — f l a n k e d the b u i l d i n g s . 

( c o n t i n u e d ) 
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( A l l t r a c e s of the East Family, which was deeded t o the Shakers by 
1815 and once included a broom shop, were o b l i t e r a t e d w i t h the 
a r r i v a l o f Route 2. The North Family remains, once s i t e of a 
t h r i v i n g s awmill, today l i e across the town l i n e i n neighboring 
Ayer; much of the North Family complex, save f o r a s i n g l e residence, 
i s no longer standing, and the area i s dominated by modern suburban 
development. Both areas have t h e r e f o r e been excluded from the 
present nomination.) 

The community had only one meetinghouse and one e l d e r s d w e l l i n g , 
both prominently s i t u a t e d i n the midst of the Church Family complex, 
thus ensuring i t s primacy as the settlement's center. At Harvard as 
elsewhere, segregation w i t h i n the community, as w e l l as the 
arrangement and the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of b u i l d i n g s , was s p e c i f i c a l l y 
designed t o perpetuate the c r u c i a l Shaker h i e r a r c h y . Writes Dolores 
Hayden of the Shakers' f a m i l y system: " [ I t ] provided, besides the 
advantages of slow degrees of s o c i a l i z a t i o n and gradual l e v e l s of 
economic p a r t i c i p a t i o n , a system of v i l l a g e planning which included 
the advantages of neighborhood d e n s i t y , command of the a g r i c u l t u r a l 
landscape, and p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r growth a f f o r d e d by a l i n e a r plan. 
I t demonstrated a r a d i c a l departure from the g r i d l a y o u t of [western 
New England v i l l a g e s such as] B a r k e r v i l l e or Hancock, yet r e t a i n e d 
coherence as a planned community." (Hayden, p. 77) 

Between 1791 and the 1840s, the Harvard community's growth was 
gradual but steady. The c e n t r a l Church Family began i n 1791, w i t h 
Shadrack I r e l a n d ' s Square House and the newly constructed 
meetinghouse a t i t s core. The meetinghouse (MHC #7) was constructed 
at the v i l l a g e ' s center i n 1791 t o . t h e south of the Square House. 
I t was a 1 1/2-story gambrel-roofed s t r u c t u r e w i t h second s t o r y 
dormers, c h a r a c t e r i z e d by separate e n t r i e s f o r men and women. 
In s i d e , a s p e c i a l l y r e i n f o r c e d f l o o r i n the main room provided e x t r a 
support f o r the vigorous dances t h a t were a c e n t r a l p a r t of Shaker 
worship. I t i s b e l i e v e d t o be the work of E n f i e l d Shaker Moses 
Johnson, the only Harvard s t r u c t u r e a t t r i b u t e d t o a s p e c i f i c 
b u i l d e r . A cemetery (MHC #847) was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1792. An o f f i c e , 
a three-bay, 1 1/2-story gable-roofed s t r u c t u r e , was present by 
1794. ( I n 1920, t h a t b u i l d i n g became the f i r s t s t r u c t u r e i n 
Harvard's F r u i t l a n d s Museum when i t was purchased and r e l o c a t e d some 
f i v e miles away by the museum's founder, Clara E n d i c o t t Sears. I t s 
c e l l a r hole, f i l l e d but s t i l l v i s i b l e , remains beside the f a r l a r g e r 
"New O f f i c e " of ca. 1840.) Two l a r g e d o r m i t o r i e s on the west side 
of the road apparently stood a t the Church Family complex by 
1795—only one survives today (MHC #3). The Square House (MHC #10), 
which became a dormitory f o l l o w i n g Mother Ann's death, was enlarged 
ca. 1805 w i t h the a d d i t i o n of a high hipped r o o f . By the e a r l y 
decades of the 19th century, the Church Family also had a m i n i s t r y 
house ( l a t e r a t a i l o r shop, MHC #9 ) , w h i l e the South Family had a 

( c o n t i n u e d ) 
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l a r g e shop (MHC #51) and a washhouse (MHC #54) i n a d d i t i o n t o the 
former farmhouse of Isaac W i l l a r d (MHC #952). The South Family's 
f i r s t 100 acres was donated t o the community by Isaac W i l l a r d . 

By the 1830s, a number of other b u i l d i n g s had been added. The 
massive Great Barn (MHC #944) of 1831 undoubtedly dominated the 
Church Family landscape. Other s t r u c t u r e s included an Herb House 
(MHC #2) and several smaller barns and shops. The small stone Herb 
House served f o r d r y i n g and packaging herbs, many gathered from the 
w i l d by members of the community. At the South Family l o c a t i o n 
stood an enormous Dwelling House (MHC #54, 1835), which had been 
j o i n e d t o the e a r l i e r washhouse, as w e l l as other o u t b u i l d i n g s and 
barns. 

At the same time t h a t they were c o n s t r u c t i n g b u i l d i n g s , the Shakers 
were also reshaping the landscape. Bennett's Brook ran t o the west 
of the Church Family complex, and the area also had several 
springs. By 1835, a g r i d l i k e network of canals had been dug t o 
d r a i n the swamps and provide arable land. D r y - l a i d stone w a l l s 
defined the newly created f i e l d s . At l e a s t two bridges, one w i t h 
s o l i d g r a n i t e spandrels, crossed the water course. Simple g r a n i t e 
posts w i t h spans of wood separated slate-paved walkways from the 
road, keeping animals separate from pedestrians. At the Church 
Family complex, a second system of walks connected b u i l d i n g s ' back 
entrances. Rows of sugar maples and n e a t l y tended orchards l i n e d 
the roads. 

Two views, executed i n pen and watercolor by members of the 
community, s u r v i v e t o give a p i c t u r e of the Church Family complex a t 
Harvard i n the 1830s and 1840s. One, by Charles F. P r i e s t , an e l d e r 
who died i n 1842, i s considered the most s o p h i s t i c a t e d , t e c h n i c a l l y , 
of any of the Shaker views produced d u r i n g the 19th century (Emlen, 
p. 48). B u i l d i n g s are depicted i n 3/4 perspective, w i t h end and 
side e l e v a t i o n s both v i s i b l e . A l l b u i l d i n g s are i d e n t i f i e d , ranging 
from the l a r g e Square House, meetinghouse, and Great Barn, t o the 
more modest coal house, garden shed, and hog barn. Also depicted 
are the b r e t h r e n 'and s i s t e r s ' shops, the schoolhouse, the m i n i s t r y 
s t a b l e s , a s p i n shop, medical shop, blacksmith, and tannery, the 
l a t t e r apparently wind-powered. Of the t h i r t y b u i l d i n g s depicted i n 
t h i s 1833 view, some h a l f dozen s u r v i v e a t present; of these, 
several ( i n c l u d i n g the Square House and the meetinghouse, have 
undergone changes). A number of the b u i l d i n g s i n P r i e s t ' s sketch 
were replaced l a t e r i n the 19th century, w h i l e others remain today 
only as foundations or have vanished e n t i r e l y (see Archaeological 
D e s c r i p t i o n and S i g n i f i c a n c e sections of t h i s nomination). 

While P r i e s t ' s sketch gives apparently accurate views of the Church 
Family b u i l d i n g s , i t provides l i t t l e i n d i c a t i o n of the v i l l a g e 

( c o n t i n u e d ) 
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landscape. A few t r e e s are s c a t t e r e d about and a s i n g l e dashed and 
do t t e d l i n e suggests a roadway; otherwise, the b u i l d i n g s seem t o be 
suspended i n space. A second map, by Elder George Kendall, was 
executed i n 1836. C l e a r l y modelled on P r i e s t ' s sketch, i t s b u i l d i n g 
stock e s s e n t i a l l y unchanged from t h a t somewhat e a r l i e r d e p i c t i o n , 
Kendall departs from the P r i e s t v e r s i o n i n i t s c a r e f u l d e l i n e a t i o n 
of the v i l l a g e landscape. Meadows, w a l l s , e n t r y s t a i r s , walkways, 
s t r e e t s , and Bennett's Brook are depicted. Dominating the sketch i s 
the water course, arrow s t r a i g h t , t r a v e r s i n g the l e n g t h of the 
sketch and b i s e c t e d by smaller waterways l a b e l l e d as d i t c h e s . This 
was the water system created by the Harvard community t o c o n t r o l the 
n a t u r a l t e r r a i n . 

As Shaker d o c t r i n e decreed, the Harvard Shakers selected a s i t e of 
great n a t u r a l beauty f o r s p e c i a l forms of outdoor worship. Holy 
H i l l of Zion was constructed on a drumlin west of the v i l l a g e i n 
1842. I t was l o c a t e d a s h o r t distance from the major f a m i l y 
complexes. A p t l y named Maple Lane l e d from the Church Family 
complex up the h i l l , w h i l e access from the South Family complex was 
by a c a r t road t h a t ran beside the cemetery up the h i l l . The 
Shakers cleared and l e v e l l e d the h i l l ' s summit; a fence enclosed the 
r e c t a n g u l a r grassy area, and a double row of maple t r e e s was planted 
alongside the f e n c e — a l l according t o precepts s p e l l e d out i n Shaker 
M i l l e n n i a l Law. (A few of these t r e e s s u r v i v e today.) A marble 
stone, erected on Holy H i l l on November 23, 1843, i d e n t i f i e d the 
worship area and i s b e l i e v e d t o have had words of i n s p i r a t i o n carved 
upon i t . Holy H i l l served as a place of worship f o r some t e n years, 
but was abandoned i n the 1850s. Several years l a t e r , the stone was 
removed. While some t h i n k t h a t i t was b u r i e d somewhere i n the 
v i c i n i t y o f the v i l l a g e , i t s exact l o c a t i o n has never been 
ascertained and i t i s perhaps more l i k e l y t h a t i t was destroyed. 

P r o f i t a b l e , a g r i c u l t u r e - b a s e d i n d u s t r i e s f u e l e d the Shaker 
community's economy. They were noted f o r the high q u a l i t y of t h e i r 
produce and l i v e s t o c k . At the community's core was a t h r i v i n g seed 
business. Herbs, which were used both f o r cooking and medicine, 
were also a p r o f i t a b l e business f o r the Shakers. The small stone 
Herb House a t the Church Family complex was supplemented by a 
second, bigger herb house (of which only foundations s u r v i v e ) , i n 
1848. The f i r s t b u i l d i n g ' s use turned t o applesauce production, a 
major product f o r markets outside the community. At the South 
Family, a second applesauce house also manufactured t h i s popular 
product from the apples of Shaker-planted orchards. Other 
p r o f i t a b l e a g r i c u l t u r a l products included powdered pumpkin, c u r r a n t 
wines, d r i e d f r u i t , and m i l k ; the l a t t e r was Harvard's c h i e f farm 
product i n 1843. The community also manufactured and s o l d a v a r i e t y 
of f u r n i t u r e , as w e l l as small goods, among them brooms, brushes, 
tur k e y f e a t h e r fans, cut n a i l s , pipes, whips, and k n i t t e d and woven 

( c o n t i n u e d ) 
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items. As the Harvard Shakers continued t o f o l l o w Mother Ann's r u l e 
of "Hands t o work and hearts t o God," adopted by Mother Ann Lee's 
orders, the community prospered, enabling them t o purchase hundreds 
of acres of land i n the northeast corner of Ayer, L i t t l e t o n , and 
Harvard. By ca. 1850, t h e i r landholdings stood a t almost 2,000 
acres. 

The community's h e i g h t of p r o s p e r i t y came i n the 1840s, and i t s 
p o p u l a t i o n peaked a t about 200 i n 1850. I n the 1840s, the community 
constructed a v a s t New O f f i c e (MHC #6) on the s i t e of an e a r l i e r 
S i s t e r s Shop. I t served as the c e n t r a l place of business f o r a l l 
community e n t e r p r i s e s . Six s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t , w i t h two basements, 
the O f f i c e housed t r u s t e e s and v i s i t o r s on the upper f l o o r s , w h i l e 
the f i r s t f l o o r was used f o r conducting business and ma i n t a i n i n g 
community records. The M i n i s t r y , b u i l t nearby i n 1847 (MHC #8), was 
home t o the community e l d e r s . To make room f o r the new m i n i s t r y , 
the t a i l o r shop, o r i g i n a l l y the e a r l y m i n i s t r y , was moved northward 
a s h o r t distance. 

While the community was e r e c t i n g new b u i l d i n g s i n the 1840s and 
e a r l y 1850s, i t was also a l t e r i n g and r e l o c a t i n g others. The Square 
House, f o r example, was reworked f o r the second time i n i t s 
existence i n 1845, when a s l a t e gable ro o f w i t h cornice r e t u r n s 
replaced the wood-shingled h i p roo f of ca. 1805. The Meetinghouse 
was enlarged ca. 1850 t o accommodate the community's s t i l l - g r o w i n g 
p o p u l a t i o n : the gambrel r o o f was r a i s e d a h a l f s t o r y t o become a 
gable r o o f , again w i t h cornice r e t u r n s , and the former a t t i c dormers 
now served as windows f o r the f u l l second s t o r y . At the same time, 
two e l l s , one extending from each side, were added t o provide 
a d d i t i o n a l , separate access f o r men and women. Some time before 
1860 (and more l i k e l y ca. 1850), the Second House, a dormitory and 
i n f i r m a r y , had i t s r o o f r a i s e d as w e l l , changing i t from gambrel t o 
gable form. 

A drought i n 1855 d r i e d the Shaker w e l l s ; an ingenious water supply 
system was introduced i n t h a t year. At the south end of the v i l l a g e 
(outside the boundaries of the nominated d i s t r i c t ) , a t the top of 
Oak H i l l ( e l e v a t i o n : 400 f e e t ) , t here was a s p r i n g . The Brethren 
b u i l t an aqueduct t h a t ran more than a m i l e from the s p r i n g t o a 
r e s e r v o i r constructed on a h i l l behind and above the Square House. 
Two-inch pipe, encased i n cement, c a r r i e d the water down from the 
s p r i n g on Oak H i l l (a 400-foot e l e v a t i o n ) across the swamp ( a t a 
l e v e l of 290 f e e t ) t o the resejrvoir a t the 340-foot l e v e l on the 
h i l l above the Square House. Each change i n d i r e c t i o n of the pipe 
was marked by a s l a t e stone. 

I n t he second h a l f o f the 19th century, the Shakers entered a slow 
d e c l i n e . Their p o p u l a t i o n shrank, f o r a v a r i e t y of f a c t o r s . With 
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the C i v i l War, a number of younger brothers and s i s t e r s departed. 
Many orphans, brought t o Harvard a t very young ages, chose not t o 
remain a t Harvard upon a t t a i n i n g m a t u r i t y . And though orphans 
continued t o be taken i n by the Shakers, fewer new r e c r u i t s were 
a v a i l a b l e t o take the place of older b e l i e v e r s as they died. From a 
peak p o p u l a t i o n o f some 200 members i n the 1840s, the community 
counted 90 people by 1874—57 women and only 17 men. Of t h i s t o t a l , 
16 were minors, f o u r of them males. 

With a diminished p o p u l a t i o n , the Society was forced t o take on 
h i r e d l a b o r e r s t o c a r r y out necessary farm work, a p r a c t i c e t h a t i n 
t u r n drew needed funds out of the community t r e a s u r y . Increased 
mechanization i n the outside world meant t h a t the Shakers found i t 
cheaper t o purchase goods than t o manufacture them; they discovered 
as w e l l t h a t t h e i r own products could no longer compete i n the open 
market. A l l were f a c t o r s c o n t r i b u t i n g t o a d e c l i n e i n the Shaker 
economy. 

With s h r i n k i n g membership (and a p o p u l a t i o n of fewer than 40 by the 
1890s), and a d e c l i n i n g economy, the Harvard Shakers were forced t o 
begin l e a s i n g and s e l l i n g o f f t h e i r extensive landholdings as the 
19th century drew t o a close. I n 1890, the East Family 
c o m p l e x — c o n s i s t i n g of 100 acres of land, two houses, and a 
barn—was s o l d . B u i l d i n g s of the East Family have since been l o s t . 
At about the same time, the "Rural Home," the major dormitory f o r 
the North Family constructed a t a cost of more than $25,000 i n 1853, 
was leased t o a group of nonbelievers f o r use as a summer r e t r e a t 
and, l a t e r , as a sani t o r i u m . ( I t was demolished i n 1939.) The 
l a r g e s t loss came i n 1899 w i t h the sale of the South f a m i l y holdings 
t o a nonShaker f a m i l y . 

I n 1918, the twelve remaining Shakers a t Harvard decided t o disband 
the community. Since 1908 (when the S h i r l e y Shaker community had 
been s o l d t o the commonwealth of Massachusetts), the b i s h o p r i c had 
been reassigned t o Mt. Lebanon, New York, and the Harvard community 
had l a r g e l y ceased t o e x i s t as a separate e n t i t y . Now, s u r v i v i n g 
Shakers r e l o c a t e d t o Mt. Lebanon (or i n a few cases, l e f t the 
Society a l t o g e t h e r ) , and community f u r n i t u r e and remaining 
possessions were put up f o r sale. The b u i l d i n g s were purchased i n a 
s i n g l e group by Fiske Warren, h e i r t o a New England papermaking 
f o r t u n e , who paid $60,000 f o r 600 acres and the 25 remaining 
b u i l d i n g s of the Church Family complex. 

Warren was a f o l l o w e r of the economist Henry George, a proponent of 
the idea o f the " s i n g l e t a x , " on land values only, as a means of 
b r i n g i n g e q u a l i t y t o a broad segment George's Harvard was t o 
demonstrate t h a t theory could work, even i f a community c l e a r l y had 
f i n a n c i a l o b l i g a t i o n s t o i t s town, s t a t e , and n a t i o n . Warren issued 

( c o n t i n u e d ) 
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long-term leases f o r the use of the buildings, using rentals to pay 
taxes and then reimbursing tenants. With Warren's death i n 1938, 
the strange experiment came to a close. His heirs chose to s e l l the 
buildings. Many of the purchasers had or developed interests i n the 
Shakers, and have since taken measures to ensure the protection of 
the properties. The Church Family and Holy H i l l were declared a 
lo c a l h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t i n 1972, and i n 1974, the d i s t r i c t was 
expanded to include the surviving buildings of the South Family. 
The land surrounding Holy Hil l — a p p r o x i m a t e l y 103 acres—now belongs 
to the Harvard Conservation Commission. 

In recent years. Harvard, a prosperous community, has experienced 
extensive r e s i d e n t i a l development. New housing encroaches on the 
Shaker v i l l a g e , and some new construction has occurred w i t h i n the 
bounds of the nominated d i s t r i c t i t s e l f . However, intrusions w i t h i n 
the d i s t r i c t are few; new buildings are set back i n t o the woods and 
f a i l t o intrude severely upon the d i s t r i c t ' s i n t e g r i t y . 

( c o n t i n u e d ) 
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Archaeological S i g n i f i c a n c e 

Since p a t t e r n s of p r e h i s t o r i c occupation i n Harvard are p o o r l y 
understood, any s u r v i v i n g s i t e s would be s i g n i f i c a n t . S i t e s i n t h i s 
area could provide valuable i n f o r m a t i o n on the r e l a t i o n s h i p s between 
n a t i v e settlement along t r i b u t a r y streams, upland wetlands, and 
l a r g e r r i v e r i n e drainages such as the Nashua River t o the west. 
Several p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s have been located along the l a t t e r 
drainage i n the v i c i n i t y of the Fort Devens M i l i t a r y Reservation, 
approximately t h r e e t o f o u r miles t o the southwest. 

H i s t o r i c a rchaeological remains i n the d i s t r i c t have the p o t e n t i a l 
t o c o n t r i b u t e s t r o n g l y t o i t s s i g n i f i c a n c e , though much o f i t 
remains t o be thoroughly documented. While many research questions 
could be addressed from the diverse and l a r g e l y i n t a c t 
a r chaeological remains w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t , two t o p i c s seem 
p a r t i c u l a r l y a p p r o p r i a t e . The f i r s t i s how t h i s p a r t i c u l a r 
community, very d i s t i n c t i v e i n terms of i t s ideology and s o c i a l 
o r d e r i n g , defined i t s e l f i n p h y s i c a l terms, and how t h a t d e f i n i t i o n 
changed over the course of the community's existence. Related 
questions i n c l u d e : what p h y s i c a l evidence marked the t r a n s i t i o n 
from an 18th century, upland farmstead t o a Shaker settlement? What 
were the stages i n the p h y s i c a l e v o l u t i o n of t h i s Shaker 
settlement? How was the community defined i n terms of o v e r a l l 
plan/design, b u i l d i n g forms and placement, engineering systems, and 
other l a r g e - s c a l e landscape m o d i f i c a t i o n ? 

These questions could be answered through a two-stage process: 
F i r s t , a systematic survey, recording and mapping of a l l b u i l d i n g s , 
s i t e s , s t r u c t u r e s , and engineering elements; and second, a 
c o n t i n u a t i o n of extensive documentary research t o i d e n t i f y and date 
each of these components, as w e l l as s e l e c t i v e t e s t i n g t o crosscheck 
and v e r i f y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s . This process has been used s u c c e s s f u l l y 
t o r e c o n s t r u c t the p a t t e r n of community development f o r other Shaker 
settlements, i n c l u d i n g Canterbury, New Hampshire (Starbuck 1986), 
and Hancock, Massachusetts ( Z i t z l e r , 1985). 

A second research t o p i c focuses on the Shakers' r e p u t a t i o n f o r 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l prowess and in n o v a t i o n . As Starbuck has noted, a key 
question i n t h i s regard i s the degree t o which the Shakers created 
t h e i r own d i s t i n c t i v e designs and technologies, as opposed t o 
borrowing them from the surrounding c u l t u r e (1986: 11-12). One way 
t h i s research t o p i c can be addressed i s by examining the economic 
basis on which the community was b u i l t : To what extent was the 
community's economic s t r a t e g y based on s e l f s u f f i c i e n c y , t o what 
extent on interdependence w i t h adjacent non-Shaker communities? 
This t o p i c can also be addressed by studies of the p i p e / r e s e r v o i r 
water system, which may represent a r e v o l u t i o n a r y development i n 

( c o n t i n u e d ) 
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that f i e l d . 

Archaeological data from the d i s t r i c t could address these questions 
i n a t l e a s t two ways. One would be t o examine p a t t e r n s o f 
consumption w i t h i n the Shaker community. To what extent were 
f i n i s h e d goods brought i n t o the community and how much was 
manufactured w i t h i n the community? Were c e r t a i n classes of m a t e r i a l 
allowed w h i l e others were not? C o n t r o l l e d sampling and excavation 
of o c c u p a t i o n - r e l a t e d features such as t r a s h p i t s and p r i v i e s could 
provide the data necessary f o r answering these questions. A second 
way t o address the issue of s e l f s u f f i c i e n c y vs. interdependence i s 
t o examine p a t t e r n s of production. Did the community produce only 
what i t needed, or d i d i t consciously s p e c i a l i z e , p r o v i d i n g 
p a r t i c u l a r products or services f o r exchange w i t h those outside of 
the community. While documentary evidence i s obviously p e r t i n e n t , 
archaeological examination of the community's economic f a c i l i t i e s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y the tannery, c i d e r m i l l , applesauce house. Herb House, 
blacksmith shop, seed shop, and granary would be s u f f i c i e n t . How 
were these operations structured? Was the r e anything unusual or 
inn o v a t i v e about them, the t e c h n i c a l processes they performed, the 
scale or degree of i n t e g r a t i o n ? By comparing the f i n d i n g s w i t h 
comparable non-Shaker operations, one could begin t o assess Shaker 
in n o v a t i o n and t e c h n i c a l c r e a t i v i t y . By comparing the community's 
production c a p a b i l i t y w i t h i t s own i n t e r n a l needs, one could begin 
t o gauge what services or products were used t o de f i n e the 
community's economic r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the outside world. 

One a d d i t i o n a l note on why the archaeological remains of the Harvard 
settlement are e s p e c i a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t . Because t h e r e was l i t t l e use 
of t h i s upland area p r i o r t o Shadrack I r e l a n d ' s c o n s t r u c t i o n of the 
Square House i n 1769, and only l i m i t e d development a f t e r the Shakers 
departed i n 1918, few i n t r u s i o n s have compromised or confused the 
archaeological record l e f t by the Shaker community. Harvard r e t a i n s 
considerable i n t e g r i t y , p o s s i b l y more than other Shaker settlements 
a t Tyringham and S h i r l e y , both of which are also l i s t e d i n the 
Nati o n a l Register as H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t s . Portions of the Harvard 
community may be the best preserved and best documented of the 
Shaker communities i n Massachusetts. 

(end) 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The bounds of the nominated d i s t r i c t were drawn to include a l l standing 
structures and i d e n t i f i e d s i tes and foundations re la t ing to the Church and 
South Families of the Harvard Shaker community. Generally, boundaries fo l low 
rear l o t l i n e s ; the d i s t r i c t also includes the land formerly known as Holy 
H i l l , now in possession of the Town of Harvard. To the south l i e scattered 
new construct ion and Route 2. The d i s t r i c t i s bounded to the north and east 
by conservation land, beyond which l i e s the Ayer town l i n e . To the west is a 
highly developed area of suburban subdivis ions. 
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14 
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House (Site of 
Blacksmith Shop 

Carpenter's Shop 
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Sheds 

New Office 

Second House 
Shed 

First Herb House 
First House foundations 
House foundations 
Second Herb House foundations 

STREET ADDRESS 

73 Shaker Road 

74 Shaker Road 

78 Shaker Road 

79 Shaker Road 

81 Shaker Road 

Meetinghouse 

Ministry 
Barn 
Swimming Pool 
Greenhouse 

Tailor Shop 

Square House 
shed 

Sheds 

House 

House 
Guest House 

82 Shaker Road 

84 Shaker Road 

88 Shaker Road 

94 Shaker Road 

96 Shaker Road 

98 Shaker Road 

89 Shaker Road 

DATE OF 
COIJSTRUCTION 

ca. 1930 

mid 19th century 

ca. 1840 

1795 

ca. 1800-1835 

1791 

1847 
ca. 1847 
mid 20th c. 
mid 20th c. 

1800, moved 

1769 

STATUS 

NC-B 
C-Si 

C-B 
C-B 
C-St 

C-B 

C-B 

C-B 
C-Si 
C-Si 
C-Si 

C-B 

C-B 
C-B 
NC-B 
NC-B 

C-B 

C-B 

ca. 1930 
ca. 1930 

NC-B 

NC-B 
NC-B 
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12 
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54 
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Isaac Willard House 
foundations 

Shaker Shop #1 
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Great Barn foundation 85 Shaker Road 

87 Shaker Road 

85 Shaker Road 

Maple Lane 

99 S. Shaker Road 

99 S. Shaker Road 

99 S. Shaker Road 

South Family Dwelling 99 S. Shaker Road 
House 

DATE OF 
CONSTRUCTION 

1831; burned 1894, 
rebuilt; 
burned 1937 

ca. 1850 
ca. 1850 

1938 

STATUS 

prior to 1781 

ca. 1800-1825 
(also known as Applesauce House) 

Washhouse 99 S. Shaker Road ca. 1800-1835 

1835 

C-Si 

C-B 
C-Si 

NC-B 

C-St 

C-Si 

C-Si 

C-B 

C-B 

C-B 

Barn 92 S. Shaker Road 

(joined to Washhouse ca. 1835) 

ca. 1900 C-B 
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SOUTH FAMILY COMPLEX, continued 
949 6 

C 

D 

OTHER ELEMENTS 
847 7e 

19 

South Family Stone Barn 
foundations 

House 

House 

Cemetery 

Stone Wall System 

Slate Path System 

Water Course System 

Holy Hill of Zion 

STREET ADDRESS 

99 S. Shaker Road 

113 S. Shaker Road 

119 S. Shaker Road 

DATE OF 
CONSTRUCTION 

1835; collapsed 
1975 

ca. 1980 

ca. 1960 

1792-1929 

o f f Maple Lane 1842 

STATUS 

C-Si 

NC-B 

NC-B 

C-SI 

C-St 

C-St 

C-St 

C-Si 

Buildings 
Sites 
Structures 

TOTAL 
Contr ibut ing 

15 
11 
5 

Noncontributing 
12 
0 
0 
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Property Name 
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This property i s l i s t e d in the National Register of Hist o r i c 
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation 
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service c e r t i f i c a t i o n included 
in the nomination documentation. 

(W' Signal^A^e of the Keeper Date of Action 

Amended Items in Nomination: 

Section 8 — C r i t e r i a considerations: C r i t e r i a exception A i s 
appl i c a b l e f o r the property's r e l i g i o u s f u n c t i o n and 
s i g n i f i c a n c e . 

Accompanying Documentation: The photographs which were taken 5 
years ago remain r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the property's c u r r e n t 
c o n d i t i o n . 

This i n f o r m a t i o n was confirmed w i t h Betsy Friedberg, National 
Register D i r e c t o r , MASHPO, by telephone. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property f i l e 
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment) 
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P.O. Box 
Washingto 

Dear Ms. 

Enclosed 

Harvard * 
Shaker Ro-̂ -, 

SEP 2 9 1S53 
NA'llOr^AL 
REGISTER 

outh 

There has been no owner object ions fo r the above mentioned property. 

The nomination has been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and has been 
signed by the State H is to r ic Preservation O f f i ce r . Owners were n o t i f i e d of 
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and 
were afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are 
attached to the nomination form. 

A development i s proposed that may have a s i gn i f i can t impact on th i s v i l l a g e . 
Therefore, we request that t h i s nomination receive expedited review. 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts H is tor ica l Commission 

Enclosure: 

xc: Beth Savage 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 
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September 18, 1989 

Carol Shull 
National Register of H is tor ic Places 
Department of the In te r i o r 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shu l l : 

Enclosed you will find the following nomination form: 

Harvard Shaker Village Historic District, Maple Lane and Shaker and South 
Shaker Roads, Harvard, (Worcester County), Massachusetts. 

There has been no owner objections for the above mentioned property. 

The nomination has been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and has been 
signed by the State H is tor ic Preservation O f f i ce r . Owners were no t i f i ed of 
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and 
were afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are 
attached to the nomination form. 

A development is proposed that may have a significant impact on this village. 
Therefore, we request that this nomination receive expedited review. 

ncerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Enclosure: 

xc: Beth Savage 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


