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1. Name of Property
higoric nane  Harvard Shaker Village Hisrorir District
other names/site number

2. Location
street & number ~ Shaker Road, S. Shaker Road, Maple Lane ~ot for publication
city, town Harvard u vicinity
state Mass. code 025 county Worcester code 027 zip code
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
private I Ibuilding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
public-local district L5 Q buildings
I | public-State | |site 1J sites
I I public-Federal r~] structure B structures
I | object objects
-3X 9 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register p)

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

¢ nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Histeric Places and meets the preeedural and professional requirements setforth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the pijperty D meets JidRS Mol Mreek the National Register criteria. CUsee continuation shept®

Signature of certifying Offidal  Executive Dire®_9or, Massachusetts Historic Commi
State HistoricPreservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
Bantered inthe National Register.
[ 1 See continuation sheet.
| 1 determined eligible for the National
Register. | * See continuation sheet.
O determined noteligible for the
National Register.

[ I'removed from the National Register.
CH other, (explain:)

("j~"~ Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC/ SINGLE DWELLING, MULTIPLE DWELLING, DOMESTIC/ SINGLE DWELLING MULTIPLE
SFOCONDARY STRUCTURE, VILLAGE SITE DMALLI NG SECONDARY STRUICTURE
COMMERCEH BUSINESS, SPECIALTY STORE AR QLTURE AN MAL FACI LI TY
SOCIAL/ MEETING HALL FUNERARY, CEMETERY

RELIGION/ RELIGIOUS STRUCTURE, CEREMONIAL SITE LANDSCAPE/ NATURAL FEATURE

7. Dexription
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE/GRANITE

EARLY REPUBLI ¢ FEDERAL wdls WOOD/ WEATHER BOARD N ASPHALT
M D- 19t h CENTURY/ GREEK REVI VAL
NOSTYLE roof STONE/ SLATE

other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Hrvard Shaker \Alla%;e Hstoric District, Hrvard,
Massachusetts, includes the renmants of Massachusetts' first Shaker
conmuini ty. infornmal lyin 1781 wth thearrival of Mther An
lee at Harvard, and fornal I'y established a decade |ater, the
conmuni ty rengined inexistenceuntil 1918. During that 137-year
period, the Shakers at Hurvard established a cenetery, builta
neet i nghouse, dwel | ings, and workpl aces, and resh the |andscape
to turn svanps into productive fields and orchards. The structures '
that survive reflect the rise and decline of this comunity as it
ursued its quest tocreate a Heaven on Earth. The arrangenent of
uildings reflects thesociety's division into distinct units, or
"famlies"; two conpl exes, those of the Gurch Famly and the South  °
Famllx, are included inthepresent nomnation. Despite theloss of
a nu of structures, nost na& or buildings of the conmnity
survive. Today, the neat, tidy buildingsstanding side by sidewth
foundations and other renains (sone ruins, others incorporated into
new st ruct uresé]conprl se anextraordinarily well-preserved remnder
of the forner Shaker conmunity.

The district lies inthenortheastern section of Hrvard and

i ncludes approxinatel y 155 acres. It consists of buildings and
sites carefully sited along two roads, essentially at right angl es
to one another: Shaker Road and South Shaker Roed (see nap). The
district also includestheforner Hly HIl of Zion, the Shakers'
out door area of worship, defined by afence and sited west/northwest
of the district core. Aong € Lane, theroad toHly Hill,
sugar napl es planted by the Shakers in the md 19%th centiry
survive. Qher elenenfs include split rail fences and granite
posts, slate wal kways, and a nunioer of dry-laid stone walls.

Hrvard today is a suburban/rural conmonity bisected by Foute 2, the
naj or east/west highway for northcentral sachusetts.

Increasingly, areas of the tom are seeing subdivision for new

housi nP, such area bounds the district tothe west. To the

south lie scattered new construction and Foute 2; thelatter now

runs through what was once the East Famly conpl ex of the Hrvard

Shaker village. Tothe east and north, the district is bouded by "t

fx] See continuation sheet
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conservation | and— argel ywooded—t o the north as well, over the
Ayer town line, lies the site of the North Famly conplex, now

| argely destroyed and replaced by suburban devel opment. (A single
Shaker dwelling, somewhat altered, and a mill pond do survive,
however, and i tis Iikely that some remains of the North Famly
complex my exist.) The district's terrain ishilly, with land
sloping east to west toward Bennett's Brook, then rising inthe west
to Holy Hill. Swanpy areas divide the buildings of Shaker Road from
the slope of Holy Hill. Bennett's Brook flows from south to north
with a six-foot drop in grade.

The contributing standing structureswithin the district were
erected between 1769 and ca. 1900, with nost built between 1800 and
ca. 1850. Generally, they reflect the Shaker comm tment to order
efficiency, and functionalism Stylistic details were kept to a

m ni muny form and col or were dictated by Millennial Law, which said
that "odd or fanciful styles of architecturemy not be used anong
Believers" (quoted in Poppeliers, p. 10). For the most part, these
buildings are vernacular representatives of the transition from

Federal to Greek Revival. Most are of frameconstruction,
cl apboard-sheathed, on rubblestone or random ashlar foundations;
several structures are brick or brick veneer. Because of the

district's hilly terrain, many of the buildings are set into the
slope, with exposed full basements. As with other Shaker
communities, the major structures (meetinghouse, office, primary
el ders dwelling) stand at the center of the Church Famly conpl ex.
Ot her dwellings—primarily dormitories—and sone shops range I n an
orderly fashion along Shaker Road, while servicestructures,
including barns, are arrayed behind.

Two views of the district, watercolors painted inthe 1830s and

184 0s, survive and provide excellent documentation for the
appearance of the district initsearly decades; post Civil \ar
phot ographs reveal that a major building effort took place in the
md 19th century and suggest the period to be the heyday for the
settlement, an assumption corroborated by statistical and other
documentary evidence. After itstransfer to private ownership
during the first decades of the 20th century, sonme of the district
buildings underwent alteration. A number of buildings were lost to
fire or demolition as the community declined in the [ate 19th/early
20th century. | n appearance today, the district reflects both the
Shaker presence over a long period of time (137 years) and |later
occupation by private owners concerned with maintaining these
structures in an appropriate manner.

A nore specific discussion follows of buildings, structures, and
sites within the Harvard Shaker Village district.

(continued)
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Church Fam |y Conpl ex

The Scfuare House (ML #10, nmap #15) , 94 Shaker Road, i s anong the
oldest inthe district. While both the main block and el | date to
ca. 1769, the building's present appearance, five bays wide, 2 12
stories in height with gable roof, reflects two updatings by the
Shaker community, one in 1805 the other i n 1845. | n 1805, the hip
roof visible in Elder George Kendall's 1836 sketch was wundoubtedly
added, while the present gable roof with cornice returnsis the
result of the 1845 remodelling. A heavy pedi ment over the centra
entry is a Colonial Revival addition.

The clapboard-sheathed Shaker Meetinghouse. 82 Shaker Road (ML #7,
mp #12, photo #5), was constructed i n 1791 and enlarged ca. 1850
El der Kendall's 1836 sketch shows a gambrel-roofed building, seven
bays wide, with two entries and a trio of second-story dormers. By
1850, the building's present appearance had been achieved. The
dormers had beconme the second story's three bays, the gambrel roof
had becone a gable with an additional half story trimmed with
cornice returns. There were now four separate entrances, approached
by granite steps, inthe main block. Flanking ells had been added,
1 12 stories inheight and two bays wide, containing separate
stairways for male and female worshippers. The original
meetinghouse i s believed to have been designed by Shaker Moses
Johnson, the only building with whoma specific individual is
associated. In formand plan, | tisvery simlar to meetinghouses
in other Shaker communities

The building rests on a foundation of granite ashlar, and granite
posts in the basement provided extra support for the worshippers'
frenetic dances. Shaker-made details include hand-wrought rails and
hinges. Pegs inthe meeting room floor are said to have marked the
dancers' positions. Wndows and doors remain simply enframed, with
shallow lintels and sills; cornerboards are narrow. Symmetrica
interior chimeys are placed on the ridge. The interior space has
been subdivided,.

The Second House. 79 Shaker Road (ML #3, map #10, photo #2), was
built in 1795 and it, too, underwent alterations inthe md 19th
century: i tsgambrel roof was raised (ca. 1860) and altered to a
gable form Built into a hillside, the structure is 3 1/2 stories
in height with an exposed basenment revealed at the sides and rear.
The house is five asymmetrically placed bays wide and two bays
deep. The shed-roofed entry at the rear is a later addition

The First House, visible inthe 1836 sketch but lost by the
beginning of the 20th century, was similar in appearance to the
Second House. Both served as dormitories.

(continued)
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The Tailor Shop. 88 Shaker Road (ML #9, map #14), was constructed

ca. 1800. | ti s a nodest clapboarded structure, 1 1/2 stories in
hei ght, three bays wi de and two bays deep with a central entrance
Like the Second House across the road, it, too, sits on a sloping

site. The building rests on a random granite ashlar basenment and
the entrance i s approached by granite steps with iron railings. A
single chimey i s centered on the gable roof's ridge. Sash, 6/9,
are set within simple enframements, and a fixed transomof four
lights tops the entry. The Kendall sketch shows the shop standing
bet ween t he meetinghouse (map #12) and a sister's shop to the south
that was replaced i nthe 1840s with the massive "New Office (nmap

#9) . Presently located to the south of the Square House, the Tailor
Shop may have been noved t o accommpdate t he New Office's
construction. I nany case, i t had been placed on its present site
by 1870.

The Shaker Herb House. 81 Shaker Road (ML #2, map #11, photo #3),
dates tothe first decades of the 19thcentury. | tisa long, |ow
building set into a hillside with itsgable end facing the road,
constructed of random ashlar with a slate roof.

The "New Office." 78 Shaker Road (ML #6, map #9, photo #4) i s an
enormous cl apboarded structure constructed inthe 1840s t o serve the
temporal needs of thethriving community. Business was conducted at
the lower levels, while trustees, guests, and office staff resided
in the stories above. Essentially unaltered, the building displays
the simple lines and attention to details, both inside and out, for
which t he Shakers were known. Set on a slope, the buildingis
oriented with its broad gable end toward the street (facing tothe
west); at this elevation, i tisfive bays wide and 3 1/2 stories in
hei ght . The recessed central entrance I s set beneath a flat
entablature and i s framed by a full-width fixed transomand 3/4
sidelights. The building i sfive bays deep at the rear of the
building, where the two main stories, two levels of attic,

sub- basement and basement are fully exposed. A rear wing was
modified into a sun porch and garage i nthe 1930s. Sash are for the
most part late 19th century 2/2 replacements; however, original 6/9
and smaller 6/6 sash survive i nsone attic windows. Granite steps
and wrought iron rails leading tothe entrance are original, asi s
the quarter-round granite staircase. The building's interior
retains fine exanples of Shaker-built cabinetry.

n 1847, the Shaker Ministry. 84 Shaker Road (ML #8, map #13, photo

|

#1), was constructed. | t housed the church offices. The main
block, four bays wi de and two bays deep, i s2 1/2 stories i n height
with a gable roof. [Its exposed basement i s of random ashlar. This
is theoriginal portion of the building. The building i sof frame

(continued)
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construction with a brick veneer; w ndows (with 12/12 sash) have

granite lintels and sills. The entry is recessed, and, l|ike the

office, has an entry door framed by a fixed transom and sidelights
A brick-veneered gable-roofedwing, 1 12 stories tall, and similar
in detail to the main block, is linked by a two-bay ell; both were

added i n the 1930s.

The Carpenter's Shop. 74 Shaker Road (ML #5, map #8), was built in
the md 19th century. At the rear of the building were several
carriage shops. The building is clapboard-sheathed, 2 1/2 stories
high with a gable roof with cornicereturns. Sash i s 9/9. Since
the 1930s, i thas served as a residence. Alterations include the
addition of a shingled garage at the property's northeast corner
and a small storm porch fronting the main entrance.

Al'so dating fromthe md 19th century i s the |arge Shaker Carriage
House (ML #11, nmap #18) . The building i s sheathed with board and

batten siding. |tsplan takes advantage of it shilly siting, with
two levels at the side and rear and with a single entrance facing
south. Inrecent years, the building has served as a barn.

South Fam |y Conpl ex

While the ol dest survivor, albeit invruins, inthe South Famly
hol dings predates the opening of the Shaker settlement by sone
twelve years (the lsaac Willard house, pre 1781), the ol dest

building still standing is Shop #1, also known as the Applesauce
House. 99 S Shaker Road (ML #51, mp #3, photo 6). |t sexact date
of construction i s unknown, but i tis believed to have been built
bet ween 1800 and 1825. | tisa 2 1/2-story gable-roofed building,
since converted to a dwelling; i tis of frame construction, i ts
exterior now covered with stucco. A pent roof shelters the
entrance. Interior features such as four-foot-wi de doors and a

nunmber of trapdoors inthe floor probably are related to the
building's early use as a shop.

The largest building inthe South Famly conmplex is the
clapboard-sheathed Dwelling House. 99 S Shaker Road (ML #54, mp
#4, photo 6). | tis believed to have been built ca. 1835 and i s
very simlar to the Church Famly's "New Office," which postdated
it. The Dwelling House i s'a massive building, 3 1/2 stories on a
sloping site with an exposed basenment of coursed rubble. The main
facade, framed by the broad gable end, is five bays wide with a
central recessed entry surrounded by lights. Sash is 12/12 on the
first and second stories, 12/8 at the central three bays of the
third story and upper attic, and 6/6 i nthe smaller windows flanking
the third floor windows. The structure i s eight asymmetrically
placed bays deep, with frieze-bandw ndows at the cornice line.

(continued)



United Statee Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

) Harvard Shaker Village Historic District
Section number Page Har vard, Massachusetts

Ranged along the ridge line are two chimeys and a dome-topped

| ouvered bell tower. While almost unchanged on the exterior, the
dwelling has seen extensive alterations on the interior's first two
stories; partition walls, doors, and built-in storage were renoved
ca. 1899 when the building left the possession of the Shakers and
was converted to use as a chicken coop (a function it no longer
serves). Other interior woodwork was renmoved t o the Boston Miseum
of Fine Arts ca. 1963.

Standing at the rear of the Dwelling House, and joined toit by a
one-story ell, i sthe Washhouse or Laundry (map #5, photo #6). | t
is believed t o have been built ca. 1800. Also clapboard-sheathed,
the Washhouse i s five bays wi de and two bays deep, and rises 2 1/2
stories from a rubblestone basement to a gable roof.

Cenetery

The community Cemetery (M #847) occupies a site along South Shaker
Road, east of the South Fam |y conmplex. More than 300 Shakers are
buried there—the earliest burial occurred i n1792; the last in
1929. Burials are arranged i nten straight rows of about thirty
graves each. I nthe 1870s, nost of the granite stones were replaced
with round- headed markers of cast iron, set on iron stakes. In
raised letters, the markers identify the deceased' s nane and age and
give the dates of birth and death.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogical Description

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded in the district,
it islikely that sites are present. (ne prehistoric site has been
recorded in the general area (within one mle) and seven are known
for the entire town. These factors plus the physica
characteristics of the district, well-drained uplands overlooking
Bennett's Brook and associated wetlands, my indicate favorable
conditions for native settlement and subsistence

A high potential exists for locating historical archaeologica
remains inthe district. Numerous structures originally associated
with the village have burned or been demolished, frequently [eaving
foundations or other visible indicationsof their location.
Systematic archaeological survey and mapping would assist in
reconstructing the conmplex physical evolution of this commnity and
in clarifying the functions that individual structures/sites

played. Originally comprised of four sections or famlies, the
North, Church, South, and East families, the district includes nost
of the Church and South Fam |y area. Most structures in the Harvard
Shaker Village were built inthe 19th century unless otherwise
noted. Sone |ate 18th century sites and structures are present.

h the east side of Shaker Road in the Church Famly area, the
remains of a 19th century school house, which was noved to South
Shaker Road and has since been lost, my still exist immediately
north of the Square House. Northeast of this location, the remains
of a reservoir, filled inthe md 20th century, are also present on
a hill overlooking the village (outside the bounds of the present
historic district). The reservoir was constructed ca. 1855 in
response to drought conditions at that time. A pipe, encased in
concrete, carried water 6,501 feet from a spring south of the
village to the reservoir. Porticjnsof the route pass east of Shaker
Road. The pipe ran underground with slate markers marking changes
in direction for the pipe. A high potential exists for

archaeol ogical survivals of the reservoir and the pipe, parts of

whi ch have been recovered by local residents (Erhart Muller persona
communi cation, 1989). This method of transportingwater represents
an unusual water supply system even for the Shakers. Given

el evation changes, a ram punp was |ikely used to force water through
the systemto the reservoir. | f so, this systemmy represent one
of the first examples of itskind inthe area. Survey and mapping
should be completed for this valuable resource, both within and
outside the district.

At the southern end of the Church Famly area, remains of the first
office my exist next to the carpenter's shop. Set back from the
first row of buildings along the east side of Shaker Road, a second

(cent i nued)
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row of structures was also present, none of which are extant.
Archaeol ogical survivals likely survive from each of these
structures. A granary was present behind the carpenter's shop
Extending north fromthis location, in order, were an office/stable,
a seed shop, a WAsh House (behind the office), a stable, and a
garden house.

Oh the west side of Shaker Road, the site of a blacksm th shop with
coal house to the rear of the shop exists at or near the ca. 1930
dwelling at 73 Shaker Road (Myp F). North of the Second House, two
foundations are present. The remains immediately north of Second
House are probably those of a dwelling house, also known as a spin
house. North of this location and south of the road to Holy Hill
and the Great Barn site are the remains of another dwelling house
known as the First House. The Great Barn for the Church Famly was
built off Shaker Road (alongside what i s today known as Mapl e Lane)
in 1831 (ML #944, mp #17). Like other Shaker barns of the period,
it was built into a hillside, with three levels (the uppermost |leve
for hay, the mddle for cattle, and the |lowest level for manure).
The Dbarn was of frame constructionon a full-height, ground-Ilevel
foundation of rubblestone. | twas destroyed by fire in 1937, but
its extensive stone foundations, 140 feet long and 50 feet wide,
survive, as do two broad ranps leadingto the remains of the second
and third stories.

South of the road to Holy Hill (now known as Maple Lane) and set
back from structures and sites next to the west side of Shaker Road
wer e another row of buildings, nost of which no |onger exist. Next
to the road to Holy Hill are the remains of the second Herb House

and a later non-Shaker dwelling which burned. The remains of a wood

shed/ shop are reported west of Second House next to the first Herb
House.

Oh the south side of the road to Holy Hill, immediately west of

Bennett's Brook, are the largest remains i n Shaker Village. Remains

of several smaller structures becane part of 20th century
buildings—the houses at 85 and 89 Shaker Road (Mp |, H), both

built inthe 1930s, stand on granite foundations that are likely the

remai ns of two of the dwelling houses that once ranged along the
road's west side, opposite the Square House. Next to the Great
Barn, the remains of a tannery, a cider mill, and smaller barns are
also present. The tannery site includes the remains of a windmil

possibly used to punp water for tannery operations. The foundations

of an ox barn also survive. Three structures, now demolished, are
reported on the east side of Bennett's Brook, north of the road to

Holy Hill and the Great Barn site. Nearest the road was a structure

known as a shed or mill house. |Immediately north of the building
was a building known at various times as a medical shop or drug

(continned)
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store. A short distance away, a hog house was also present next to
t he brook.

Oh South Shaker Road, west of the Shaker cemetery, several sites and
structures of the South Famly remain, nost of which | i enorth of
South Shaker Road. The 18th century remains of the Isaac WIllard
House (MHC #952) are present on the north side of South Shaker Road,
approximately 1/2 mle from i tsintersection with Shaker Road. The
remai ns of Shaker Shop #2 are present north of these remains. East
of the Isaac Wllard House are the remains of the Shaker stone barn
(MC #949), which collapsed in 1975. The above remains represent

the known structural remains for the South Famly; however,

out buil dings such as small barns and sheds are also probably present.

In addition to the concrete encased pipe and reservoir previously
noted, engineering features are also present in the wetlands west of
Sout h Shaker Road. Bennett's Brook has been straightened al ong nost
of i tsnorth/south route inthis area. Large stone culverts have

al so been built where the road to Holy Hill and the Great Barn
passes over the brook. West of the brook, a series of ditches has
been excavated, al | at right angles to Bennett's Brook, to
facilitate drainage of the wetlands for pasturage and hay
cultivation. Landscape features, including dirt piles, exist as a
product of ditch excavations and modi ficationof the brook

Occupation-related features (trash pits, privies, wells) probably
exist in association with Shaker buildings still extant and those
that no |longer stand. Larger community-level dunping areas nmay also
exist.

( end)
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8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I Inationally [x\ statewide Q locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [X]JA HHB [X]C [X\D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions)y LHA HHB Q E 1 |G
Areas of Sjanificance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
AGRICULTURE ca. 1769-1918
AR @ HSTAR GNONAB R @ NAL

CORERE

CIWMIN TY FLANN NG & CEVE GAVENT

ENGINEERING Cultural Affiliation
RELIGION

A AL H?; TRRY

ART

Significant Person Architect/Builder

B\F B D SAER MES JONSON
State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Hrvard Shaker \ﬂlla?e Hstoric District, Harvard,
Massachusetts, incl udes the remaining buildi rllg? and out bui | di ngs
associated with the Society that existed at Hrvard during the 19th
century. Thedistrict includesthesites of forner Shaker

structures, sone known only fromdocunentary evi dence, others for

which foundationsand ruins survive. Aso wthin the district

boundaries are the Shaker cemetery and the community's Holy Hill of I.i;
Zion, as well as such Shaker-built elements as walkways, stone
walls, and a canal system. Together, these survivals comprise a
superb representation of the Shaker system of creating a heaven on
earth. The district ranges along both east andwest sides of Shaker
Road and the northern side of South Shaker Road. Fifteen
contributing buildings, eleven contributing sites, andfive
contributing structures areincluded i nthedistrict boundaries.
Through its architecture and through the relationship of buildings
to one another and tothe landscape, the Hrvard Shaker Villagei's
one of thenost evocative of Massachusetts' 19th century U opian
comunities. Thedistrict retains integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, worknanship, feeling, andassociation,

fulfils Criteria A, C, and D of the National Register of Historic
Places on the state andlocal levels.

The nominated settlement at Harvard was one of close to twenty
religious communities established in the eastern United States by
the United Society of Believers, or Shakers, between 1776 and 1810.
The society had its beginnings in late 17th century France, where a
group known as the Prophets became noted for the fervor and
intensity of their members' religious worship. As millennialists,
the Prophets preached Christ's second coming and warned that
nonbelievers would have disease and famine brought upon them.

Facing persecution in their own country, several members escaped to
England, where they found sympathy within that country's Quaker

n3 See continuation sheet
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communi ty. | n Engl and, the Prophets' intensity of religious

expression became tempered by the Quakers' beliefs inpacifism and
simplicity; by 1747, under the influence of Janmes and Jane Wardley
of Manchester, the beginnings of a unique Utopian ideology were
emerging. Singing, dancing, and other physical expressions of
religious devotion exercised by the group would give i tits name,
"Shaking Quakers," or "Shakers."

Shaker doctrine was brought from England t o America by one ofi ts
converts, Ann Lee (1736-1784), the unschooled daughter of a
Manchester blacksmith who joined the society in 1758. By 1770, Ann
Lee was urging followers to abandon the corrupt world of
nonbelievers and take up the Shaker way of |ife. She cited sexual
relations as the fundamental root of man's depravity, the cause of
his fall fromgrace, and therefore advocated celibacy. I n 1774, now
known as Mot her Ann, Lee set off with eight followers, including
fam |y menbers, to establish a comunal Shaker society i n America
Their first settlement was just northwest of Albany, 1 na comunity
they named Watervliet (also known as Niskeyuna). At first, the
group was unable to gather others into i tsfold, but a religious
revival spawned by New Light Baptists in New Lebanon, New York, in
1779 drew a nunber of zealots to Shaker doctrine

By 1780, Mother Ann had enbarked on an evangelical tour that would
take her throughout New York and New England i n search of converts.
Preaching millennialism she exhorted her supports to create a new
Eden on earth, apart fromthe evils of the imperfect outside world.
Mot her Ann advocated chastity, purity, mutual confession, and
communality, and urged her followers to enbrace the Shaker way of
lite. Central to her thinking was the idea that Christ's second
comng would take a spiritual rather than a physical formand that a
perfect life on earth was a necessary conponent of His return. 1In
1781, Mother Ann Lee cane to Harvard, Massachusetts, having heard
that a group of religious nonconform sts was already active i n that
communi ty.

The town of Harvard, thirty-one mles west of Boston, was first
settled by Europeans ca. 1680 and was incorporated in 1732, from
parts of neighboringlLancaster (established 1654) , Groton (est.
1655), and Stow (est. 1683) . The impetus for establishing the new
town was the need for a meetinghouse closer to the residents of the
far reaches of these three adjacent communities. Harvard's
popul ation inthat year stood at 350 persons and the town was
characterized by dispersedagricultural settlement. By October 10
1733 the first mnister. Rev. John Secconb, was ordained, and the
town church was organized. The first meetinghouse was organizedin
1733 at a building located at the new town's center, southwest of
the Shaker Village's future location.

(continued)
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In 1751, religious unrest occurred i n Harvard, a small group of
people who lived inthe northeast corner of the town separated from

the church . Anong themwas Isaac Willard, formerly of

Charl est own. (The remains of Willard's house, ML #952, are anong
the earliest elements inthe district, having been built prior to

1781). In 1760, the dissenterswere joined by Shadrack Ireland, an

itinerant New Light preacher, also from Charlestown.

By 1769, with the aid of religious followers that then nunbered
about a dozen, Ireland built what soon cane to be known as the
Square House (ML #10), a five bay, 2 1/2-story building with gable

roof. There, Ireland preached to his followers and Ilived,
essentially as a recluse, until his death i n 1780. Shortly after
his death, | tis believed that one of Ireland's faithful my have

visited Ann Lee at Niskeyuna, and invited her to cone to Harvard.

When Mot her Ann Lee and six followers arrived in Harvard from

Ni skeyuna i n June 1781, she found a ready-made group of religious
zealots inneed of a |eader. Over the next two years. Mother Ann
periodically resided inthe Square House, and the first Shaker
settlement i n Massachusetts began to evolve. I n 1782, heirs of
Shadrack Ireland sold the Square House and 86 1/2 acres to
representatives of Mother Ann; the new Shaker community at Harvard
was soon to form

The town of Harvard did not welcone the new group of dissenterswith
open arms. (ne observer wrote i n 1782 that:

They nmeet together inthe night, and have been heard two
mles by the people inthe dead of night; sonmetinmes a

conmpany of themwill run away to sone house, get into it,
raise up a bedlam wake up al linthe house . . . They run
about i nthe woods and el sewhere hooting and tooting Iike

owl s. (Valentine Rathburn, Some Brief Hints of a Religious
Schene. 1782, quoted i n Horgan, p. 24)

A short time after her arrival, Lee and the newly converted Shakers
were accused of storing ammunition inthe Square House. Treason was
suspected. On August 31, 1781, and again i n January 1783, the town
voted that the selectmen renove the "Shaking Quakers" from Harvard.
Nei ther attempt was successful. Nor didrepeated violence against
the Shakers inthe early 1780s, including rioting infront of the
Square House i n 1782, succeed indriving them out of Harvard.

Bet ween 1782 and 1784, Mother Ann Lee was at Harvard only
sporadically, with nmuch of her time devoted to extensive travels
throughout New England spreading the Shaker gospel. She died at
Ni skeyuna i n September 1784, at age 48.

(continued)
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The role of |leader went fir
Whittaker, and upon his dea
|

st to Mdther Ann's compatriot, James
t
Joseph Meacham and Lucy Wig
S
S

h, totwo American-born followers,
ht. Under their |eadership, Shaker
doctrine was formalized, its political manifestations enunci ated,
and its way of life established. Wth the formalization of the
religion came a new acceptance by nonbelievers. Fourteen
communities were formed 1 n New York and New England between 1776 and
1830. | n 1791, the SocietY_at Harvard was formally organized.
Anot her community was established by 1793 i n nearby Shirley and
woul d be closely associated with Harvard throughout its history; the
two were under the jurisdiction of the same bishopric. By the first
decades of the 19th century. Shaker mi ssionaries were carryin
Mother Ann's vision westward to Kentucky and Ohio, and b% 1850,
approxi mtely 6,000 Shakers woul d be s&read t hroughout about twenty
comunities. Menmbership was drawn both fromconverts and from
orphans whomt he Shakers adopted into their community and who were
given the option of remaininginthe society upon reaching maturity.

A central conponent of the Shaker vision was the notion of
hierarchy. Wile male and female believers were consideredequals,
each community was governed by a mnistry of Elders and El dresses,
who wielded firm control over the less senior Brothersand Sisters
and who lived separate fromthe rest of the group. Each community
was divided into famlies of between thirty and 100 individuals.
Property was held communal Iy, and governed by a group of Trustees
who were responsible for business dealings with the outside world.
Each Shaker comunity evol ved soPhlstlcated agricultural and
manufacturing practices that would allow it to becone self
sufficient. At the sane time, the comunities interacted with the
world of nonbelievers through comercial activities—the sale of
seeds, for exanple, becane a major part of the local econony for a
nunber of Shaker communities, including Harvard.

Shaker doctrine clearly dictated the Physical characteristics of an
earthly paradise, and every Shaker village was carefully planned to
enbody the society's beliefs inrigid order and exuberant

cel ebration. The community's location would include a site of great
natural beauty for worship and rejoicing. Physical inprovenents
woul d include neat, linear arrangements of sinple buildings and
carefuIIY tended wal kways, roads, and fields; agriculture,
especially cultivation of the land, was a critical aspect of every
communi ty.

In her book on UtoPian community design (Seven American Ut opi as:
The Architecture of Comrunitarian Socialism 1790-1975. MT Press,
1976), Dol ores Hayden describesthe archetypal Shaker community.
Her description applies well to Harvard:

(continued)
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The building process ina typxcai snakKer comunity V& fl
activity subsidiary to agricultural organization and site
planning.

Buildings were designed to be overcapacious, eliminating
crowding, anticipating the future growth of each family.

: Their forms, however, were forbidden to be "odd or
fanciful," and their siting was deliberately methodical and
antipicturesque

This enphasis on traditional planning and sound
construction becane the basis of a distinctive vernacul ar
style of building. The Shakers were acutely sensitive to
the effects of the physical environment on the life of
their communities. They wished buildingsto house their
activities and display them accurately to nmenbers and the
world at large, and they perceived that an orderly and
nonmonument al devel opment of traditional rural building
types would serve these needs better than any elaborate or
fanciful designs they could devise. Just as they decried
the arts of music, drama, and painting, the Shakers
denounced "architecture." . . . "Architecture" as aesthetic
effect was close to irrelevant, since the Shakers deal't
with a broad range of design goals, varying in scale from
hei ghtening basic environmental perception to
prefabricating new communities. | tis no surpriseto learn
that there were no self-styled "architects" anong the
Shakers, only builders, menbers whose skills included
masonry or carpentry, who took a very modestview of their
contribution to community design.

(Hayden, p. 76)

Harvard's Shaker village aptly illustrates Hayden's thesis. The

| and the Shakers occupied at Harvard was characterized by itshills,
swanps, and granite |edge. Almost immediately upon their arrival
the Shakers set out to tame this disorderly terrain. A "water
course" was dug alongside Bennett's Brook to begin draining the

swanps and create fields. | nposed upon the naturally harsh

| andscape were four "families," distinct linear units, with the
central, largest, and most significant unit known as the Church

Fami |y. Three other units were named for their geographic relation
to the central core—North, South, and East. Each unit devel oped a
distinct identity within the larger society, with dwellings, barns,
and wor kshops. Dwellings and workplaces, linked by systems of
arrow-straight wal kways, were arranged in an orderly fashion both
parallel and perpendicular to the water course. Gardens—growi ng

vegetables, herbs, and flowers, the latter primarily for medicina
purposes—f |l anked the buildings

(continued)
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(All traces of the East Fam |y, which was deeded to the Shakers by
1815 and once included a broom shop, were obliterated with the
arrival of Route 2. The North Famly remains, once site of a
thriving sawmi ||, today | i eacross the town [ine inneighboring
Ayer; much of the North Fam |y conmplex, save for a single residence,
is no longer standing, and the area i s domnated by nodern suburban
devel opment. Both areas have therefore been excluded from the
present nom nation.)

The community had only one meetinghouse and one el ders dwelling

both prominently situated inthe mdst of the Church Famly conplex,
thus ensuring i tsprimacy as the settlement's center. At Harvard as
el sewhere, segregationwithin the comunity, as well as the
arrangement and the identification of buildings, was specifically
designed to perpetuate the crucial Shaker hierarchy. Wites Dolores
Hayden of the Shakers' family system "[1t] provided, besides the
advant ages of slow degrees of socialization and gradual levels of
econom ¢ participation, a system of village planning which included
the advantages of neighborhood density, command of the agricultural

| andscape, and possibilities for growth afforded by a linear plan.

I't demonstrated a radical departure fromthe grid layout of [western
New England villages such as] Barkerville or Hancock, yet retained
coherence as a planned community." (Hayden, p. 77)

Bet ween 1791 and the 1840s, the Harvard community's growth was
gradual but steady. The central Church Famly began in 1791, with
Shadrack Ireland's Square House and the newly constructed
meet i nghouse at it score. The meetinghouse (MC #7) was constructed
at the village's center in 1791 to.the south of the Square House.

It was a 1 1/2-story gambrel-roofed structure with second story
dormers, characterizedby separate entries for nen and wonen.

Inside, a specially reinforced floor inthe main roomprovided extra
support for the vigorous dances that were a central part of Shaker
worship. | tisbelievedto be the work of Enfield Shaker Moses
Johnson, the only Harvard structure attributed to a specific
builder. A cemetery (ML #847) was establishedin 1792. An office,
a three-bay, 1 1/2-story gable-roofed structure, was present by

1794. (1'n1920, that building becane the first structure in
Harvard's Fruitlands Museumwhen i twas purchased and relocated some
five mles away by the museum s founder, Clara Endicott Sears. Its
cellar hole, filled but still visible, remains beside the far larger
"New Office" of ca. 1840.) Two l|arge dormitories on the west side
of the road apparently stood at the Church Fam |y conmplex by
1795—only one survives today (MC #3). The Square House (ML #10)
which becane a dormitory following Mother Ann's death, was enlarged
ca. 1805 with the addition of a high hipped roof. By the early
decades of the 19th century, the Church Fam |y also had a ministry
house (later a tailor shop, MC #9 ), while the South Famly had a

(continued)
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| arge shop (ML #51) and a washhouse (ML #54) in addition to the
former farmhouse of Isaac Willard (MC #952). The South Famly's
first 100 acres was donated to the community by Isaac Wi llard

By the 1830s, a nunber of other buildings had been added. The
massive Great Barn (ML #944) of 1831 undoubtedly dom nated the
Church Fam |y |andscape. Other structures included an Herb House
(MC #2) and several smaller barns and shops. The small stone Herb
House served for drying and packaging herbs, many gathered from the
wild by menbers of the community. At the South Famly location
stood an enornous Dwelling House (ML #54, 1835), which had been
joined to the earlier washhouse, as well as other outbuildings and
barns.

At the same time that they were constructing buildings, the Shakers
were also reshaping the |andscape. Bennett's Brook ran to the west
of the Church Famly complex, and the area also had several

springs. By 1835, a gridlike network of canals had been dug to
drain the swanps and provide arable land. Dry-laid stone walls
defined the newly created fields. At least two bridges, one with
solid granite spandrels, crossed the water course. Simple granite
posts with spans of wood separated slate-paved wal kways from the
road, keeping animals separate from pedestrians. At the Church
Fam |y complex, a second system of walks connected buildings' back
entrances. Rows of sugar maples and neatly tended orchards lined
the roads.

Two views, executed in pen and watercolor by nenbers of the
community, surviveto give a picture of the Church Fam |y conplex at
Harvard i n the 1830s and 1840s. ne, by Charles F. Priest, an el der
who died in 1842, i s considered the most sophisticated, technically,
of any of the Shaker views produced during the 19th century (Enlen,
p. 48). Buildings are depicted in 34 perspective, with end and
side elevationsboth visible. Al Il buildings are identified, ranging
fromthe large Square House, meetinghouse, and GCGreat Barn, to the
nore modest coal house, garden shed, and hog barn. Also depicted
are the brethren "and sisters' shops, the school house, the ministry
stables, a spin shop, medical shop, blacksmi th, and tannery, the
latter apparently wi nd-powered. O the thirty buildings depictedin
this 1833 view, sone half dozen survive at present; of these

several (including the Square House and the meetinghouse, have

under gone changes). A nunber of the buildings inPriest's sketch
were replaced later inthe 19th century, while others remain today
only as foundations or have vanished entirely (see Archaeological
Description and Significance sections of this nomination).

While Priest's sketch gives apparently accurate views of the Church
Fam |y buildings, i tprovides little indication of the village

(continued)
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| andscape. A few trees are scattered about and a single dashed and
dotted line suggests a roadway; otherwi se, the buildings seemto be
suspended i n space. A second map, by Elder George Kendall, was
executed i n 1836. Clearly modelled on Priest's sketch, itsbuilding
stock essentially unchanged from that sonmewhat earlier depiction
Kendal | departs fromthe Priest versioninitscareful delineation

of the village landscape. Meadows, walls, entry stairs, walkways,
streets, and Bennett's Brook are depicted. Dom nating the sketch is
the water course, arrow straight, traversing the length of the
sketch and bisected by smaller waterways |abelled as ditches. This
was the water system created by the Harvard community to control the
natural terrain.

As Shaker doctrine decreed, the Harvard Shakers selected a site of
great natural beauty for special forms of outdoor worship. Holy
Hill of Zion was constructed on a drum in west of the village in
1842. | t was located a short distance fromthe major family

conpl exes. Aptly naned Maple Lane | ed from the Church Famly
conplex up the hill, while access fromthe South Fam |y conplex was
by a cart road that ran beside the cemetery up the hill. The
Shakers cleared and levelled the hill's summt; a fence enclosed the
rectangul ar grassy area, and a double row of maple trees was planted
alongside the fence—al |l according to precepts spelled out i n Shaker
Millennial Law (A few of these trees survive today.) A marble

stone, erected on Holy Hill on Novenber 23, 1843, identified the
worship area and i s believedto have had words of inspiration carved
upon it. Holy Hill served as a place of worship for sone ten years

but was abandoned i n the 1850s. Several years later, the stone was
renoved. While sone think that i twas buried sonewhere i n the
vicinity of the village, it sexact location has never been
ascertained and i tis perhaps nore |ikely that i twas destroyed.

Profitable, agriculture-basedindustries fueled the Shaker
community's econony. They were noted for the high quality of their
produce and |ivestock. At the community's core was a thriving seed
business. Herbs, which were used both for cooking and medicine
were also a profitable business for the Shakers. The small stone
Her b House at the Church Fam ly conplex was supplemented by a
second, bigger herb house (of which only foundations survive), in
1848. The first building's use turned to applesauce production, a
maj or product for markets outside the comunity. At the South

Fam |y, a second applesauce house al so manufactured this popular
product fromthe apples of Shaker-planted orchards. Ot her
profitable agricultural products included powdered pumpkin, currant
wines, dried fruit, and milk; the latter was Harvard's chief farm
product i n 1843. The community al so manufactured and sold a variety
of furniture, as well as small goods, anmong them broonms, brushes
turkey feather fans, cut nails, pipes, whips, and knitted and woven

(continued)
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items. As the Harvard Shakers continued to follow Mother Ann's rule
of "Hands t o work and hearts to God," adopted by Mother Ann Lee's
orders, the community prospered, enabling themt o purchase hundreds
of acres of land i nthe northeast corner of Ayer, Littleton, and
Harvard. By ca. 1850, their l|andholdings stood at al most 2,000
acres.

The community's height of prosperity came i nthe 1840s, and its

popul ation peaked at about 200 i n 1850. I nthe 1840s, the community
constructed a vast New Office (M #6) on the site of an earlier
Sisters Shop. | tserved as the central place of business for all

community enterprises. Six stories inheight, with two basements,
the Office housed trustees and visitors on the upper floors, while
the first floor was used for conducting business and maintaining
community records. The Ministry, built nearby i n 1847 (ML #8), was
honme t o t he community elders. To nake room forthe new ministry,

the tailor shop, originally the early ministry, was noved northward
a short distance.

While the community was erecting new buildings i nthe 1840s and
early 1850s, it was also altering and relocating others. The Square
House, f or exanple, was reworked forthe second time inits

exi stence i n 1845, when a slate gable roof with cornice returns
replaced the wood-shingledhiproof of ca. 1805. The Meetinghouse
was enlarged ca. 1850 t o accommodate the community's still-growing
population: the gambrel roof was raised a half story to becone a
gable roof, again with cornice returns, and the former attic dormers
now served as windows forthe full second story. At the same time,
two ells, one extending from each side, were added to provide
additional, separate access formen and wonen. Sone time before
1860 (and nore |ikely ca. 1850), the Second House, a dormitory and
infirmary, had its roof raised as well, changingit from gambrel to
gable form

A drought i n 1855 dried the Shaker wells; an ingenious water supply
system was introduced i nthat year. At the south end of the village
(outside the boundaries of the nomnated district), at the top of

Gak Hill (elevation: 400 feet), there was a spring. The Brethren
built an aqueduct that ran nore than a mle fromthe spring to a
reservoir constructed on a hill behind and above t he Square House.
Two-inch pipe, encased i ncement, carried the water down fromthe
spring on Qak Hill (a 400-foot elevation) across the swanp (at a
level of 290 feet) to the resejrvoir at the 340-foot level on the
hill above the Square House. Each change i ndirection of the pipe

was marked by a slate stone

In the second half of the 19th century, the Shakers entered a slow
decline. Their population shrank, for a variety of factors. W th

(continued)
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the Civil War, a number of younger brothers and sisters departed.
Many orphans, brought t o Harvard at very young ages, chose not to
remain at Harvard upon attaining maturity. And though orphans
continued to be taken i nby the Shakers, fewer new recruits were
available to take the place of older believers as they died. From a
peak population of sonme 200 nenbers i nthe 1840s, the community
counted 90 people by 1874-57 wonen and only 17 nen. OF this total
16 were mi nors, four of them males.

Wth a dimnished population, the Society was forced to take on
hired |laborers to carry out necessary farm work, a practice that in
turn drew needed funds out of the community treasury. I ncreased
mechani zation i nthe outside world meant that the Shakers foundi t
cheaper t o purchase goods than t o manufacturethem they discovered
as well that their own products could no longer conpete i nthe open
market. All were factors contributing to a decline i nthe Shaker
econony.

Wth shrinking menbership (and a population of fewer than 40 by the
1890s), and a declining economy, the Harvard Shakers were forced to
begin leasing and selling of ftheir extensive landholdings as the
19th century drew to a close. 1 n 1890, the East Famly

compl ex—onsisting of 100 acres of land, two houses, and a
barn—was sold. Buildings of the East Fam |y have since been [|ost
At about the sane time, the "Rural Honme," the major dormtory for
the North Family constructed at a cost of nore than $25,000 i n 1853,
was |eased to a group of nonbelievers foruse as a sumrer retreat
and, later, as a sanitorium (I't was demolished i n 1939.) The

| argest loss cane i n 1899 with the sale of the South famly holdings
to a nonShaker family.

In 1918, the twelve remaining Shakers at Harvard decided t o disband
the community. Since 1908 (when the Shirley Shaker community had
been sold tothe commonwealth of Massachusetts), the bishopric had
been reassigned to M. Lebanon, New York, and the Harvard community
had largely ceased t o exist as a separate entity. Now surviving
Shakers relocated to M. Lebanon (orina few cases, left the
Society altogether), and community furniture and remaining
possessions were put up forsale. The buildings were purchased i na
single group by Fiske Warren, heir to a New England paper maki ng
fortune, who paid $60,000 for 600 acres and the 25 remaining
buildings of the Church Fam |y conpl ex.

Warren was a follower of the econom st Henry George, a proponent of
the idea of the "single tax," on land values only, as a neans of
bringing equality to a broad segnment George's Harvard was to
demonstrate that theory could work, even if a community clearly had
financial obligations toits town, state, and nation. Warren issued

(continued)
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| ong-term | eases for the use of the build |n usmgrentals to pay
taxes and then rei mbursingtenants. Wth ren s death in 1938,

the strange experiment cane to a close. HIS heirs chose to sell the
bui l dings. Many of the purchasers had or developed interests inthe
Shakers, and have since taken neasures to ensure the protection of
the Propertles The Church Famly and Holy Hill were declared a
local historic district in 1972, and in 1974, the district was
expanded to include the surviving buildings of the South Famly.

The land surrounding Holy Hill —approxi mately 103 acres—now bel ongs
to the Harvard Conservation Conm ssion.

In recent years. Harvard, a prosperous conmunity, has experienced
extensive residential devel opnent. New housing encroaches on the
Shaker village, and sone new construction has occurred within the
bounds of the nomnated district itself. However, intrusions within
the district are few, new buildings are set back into the woods and
fail to intrude severely upon the district' integrity.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogical Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation i nHarvard are poorly
understood, any surviving sites would be significant. Sites i nthis
area could provide valuable informationon therelationships between
native settlement along tributary streams, upland wetlands, and

| arger riverine drainages such as t heNashua River t ot he west.
Several prehistoric sites have been located along the latter
drainage i nthevicinity of theFort Devens Military Reservation,
approximately three tofour mles tothe southwest.

Historic archaeological remains i nthedistrict have t he potential
to contributestronglytoitssignificance, though nmuch of it
remains t obe thoroughly documented. While many research questions
could be addressed from t hediverse and largely intact
archaeological remains within thedistrict, twotopics seem
particularly appropriate. The first i show this particular
community, very distinctive i nterms of itsideology and soci al
ordering, defined itself i nphysical terms, and how that definition
changed over t hecourse of thecomunity's existence. Rel at ed
questions include: what physical evidence marked t he transition
from an 18t hcentury, upland farmstead t o a Shaker settlement? \What
were t hestages i nthephysical evolution of this Shaker
settlement? How was t hecommunity defined i nterms of overall

pl an/design, building forms and placement, engineering systems, and
other large-scale |andscape modification?

These questions could be answered through a two-stage process:

First, a systematic survey, recording and mapping of al | buildings,
sites, structures, and engineering elements; and second, a
continuation of extensive documentary research toidentify and date
each of these conponents, as well as selective testing t o crosscheck
and verify identifications. This process has been used successfully
to reconstruct thepattern of community devel opment for other Shaker
settlements, including Canterbury, New Hampshire (Starbuck 1986),
and Hancock, Massachusetts (Zitzler, 1985).

A second research topic focuses on t he Shakers' reputation for
technol ogical prowess and innovation. As Starbuck has noted, a key
question i nthis regard 1 st hedegree t owhich t he Shakers created
their own distinctive designs and technol ogies, as opposedt o
borrowing them from t hesurrounding culture (1986: 11-12). One way
this research topic can be addressed i sby exam ning t he econom ¢
basis on which thecommunity was built: To what extent wast he
community's economc strategy based on self sufficiency, t o what
extent on interdependence with adjacent non-Shaker communities?
This topic can also be addressed by studies of the pipe/reservoir
water system which may represent a revolutionarydevel opment i n

(continued)
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that field.

Archaeol ogical data from thedistrict could address these questions
in at least twoways. One would be t oexam ne patterns of
consumption within t he Shaker community. To what extent were
finished goods brought into thecommunity and how nuch was
manufactured within thecomunity? Wre certainclasses of material
allowed while others were not? Controlled sampling and excavation
of occupation-related features such astrash pits andprivies could
provide t hedata necessary for answering these questions. A second
way t oaddress t heissue of self sufficiencyvs. interdependencei s
to exam ne patterns of production. Didthecommunity produce only
what i t needed, or di di t consciously specialize, providing
particular products or services for exchange with those outside of
the community. While documentary evidence i sobviously pertinent,

archaeol ogical examnation of thecommunity's economc facilities,
particularly thetannery, cider mill, applesauce house. Herb House,
blacksmth shop, seed shop, andgranary would be sufficient. How

were these operations structured? WAs there anything unusual or
innovative about them thetechnical processes they performed, t he
scale or degree of integration? By conmparing thefindings with
compar abl e non- Shaker operations, onecould begin t oassess Shaker
innovation andtechnical creativity. By comparing the community's
production capability with itsown internal needs, onecould begin
to gauge what services or products were used t odefinet he
community's economc relationshipwith theoutside world.

Ohe additional note onwhy t hearchaeological remains of t he Harvard
settlement areespecially significant. Because there was |ittle use
of this upland area prior t oShadrack Ireland's construction of the
Square House i n1769, andonly limited devel opment after t he Shakers
departed i n1918, fewintrusions have conprom sed or confusedt he
archaeol ogical record left by t he Shaker community. Harvard retains
considerable integrity, possibly nmore than other Shaker settlements
at Tyringham and Shirley, both of which arealso listed i nthe
National Register as Historic Districts. Portions of the Harvard
community may be t hebest preserved andbest documented of t he
Shaker communities i nMassachusetts.

(end)
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VERBAL BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The bounds of the nominated district were drawn to include all standing
structures and identified sites and foundations relating to the Church and
South Families of the Harvard Shaker community. Generally, boundaries follow
rear lot lines; the district also includes the land formerly known as Holy
Hill, now in possession of the Town of Harvard. To the south lie scattered
new construction and Route 2. The district is bounded to the north and east
by conservation land, beyond which lies the Ayer town line. To the west is a
highly developed area of suburban subdivisions.
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This property i slisted i ntheNational Register of Historic
Places i naccordance with theattached nom nation documentation
subject tothefollowi ng exceptions, exclusions, or anendnents,
notwi thstanding theNational Park Service certification included
in thenomnation docunmentation.
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condition.
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Register Director, MASHPQ by telephone.
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There has been no owner objections for the above mentioned property.

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and
were afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are
attached to the nomination form.

A development is proposed that may have a significant impact on this village.
Therefore, we request that this nomination receive expedited review.

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Enclosure:

xc: Beth Savage

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Vaerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, Sate Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed you will find thefollowng nomnation form

Harvard Shaker Village Hstoric District, Myple Lane and Shaker and South
Shaker Roads, Harvard, (Vrcester County), Mssachusetts.

There has been no owner objections for the above nentioned property.

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and
were afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are
attached to the nomination form.

A devel opnent i s proposed that nay have a significant inpact onthis village.
Therefore, we request that this nomnation receive expeditedreview

ncerely,

Bet sy Fri edber .
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Gonmassion

Encl osur e:
xc: Beth Savage

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Vaerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, State Historic Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



