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1. Name
Dorchester Pottery Viarks

historic

and/or common sSre
2. Location

street & number 101 - 105 Victory Road n/a notfor publication
city,town Boston (Dorchester) NA  icinity of
state Massachusetts code 025 county  Suffolk code 025

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public 1.<e occupied agriculture . museum
-JL_ building(s) private unoccupied -X  commercial . park
structure both IL. work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object [sj™ in process X_yes: restricted government . scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

name Brian Burke
street & number 101 - 105 Victory Road
city, town Dorchester N/A vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.  Registry of Deeds (Suffolk County)

Pemberton Square
street & number

. Boston Massachuset t s
city, town state

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
i/ porchester/Mattapan Preservation Surv*33 jAjg PV been determined eiegibie? yes

date 1977 # D715 federal state county

depository for survey records Bost on Landnarks Gonma ssi on

Boston City Hall, Boston

city, town State

no

local



7Tm Description Dorchester Pottery Works, Boston, MA

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered A, original site .Q.
good ruins % altered moved date _
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Dorchester Pottery Works | slocated i ntheDorchester neighborhood of
Bost on and abuts a sizeable shopping center t oone side and railroad tracks to
the other. The residential neighborhood across thestreet i slargely of
frame, later Victorian, single famly structures.The Dorchester Pottery Wrks
is now represented by its sole surviving structure, a brick industrial
bui I ding housing t heconpany's nonunental kiln. This kiln building has been
vacant for several years and had been boarded up until its recent
rehabilitation. The Wrks formerly included a frame industrial building that
was attached tothekiln building, and t he Hender son House, which was used as
a residence and showoom by t heproprietors of thebusiness. Recently, both
of these buildings were destroyed.

The Dorchester Pottery W rks kiln house i sa two-story plus clerestory,
five-by-five bay, flat roofed, redbrick, industrial building with a red brick
chimey approximately 60-feet i nheight angled into its east wall. The
building i ssquarish in plan, measures approxi mtely 45 feet by 49 feet, and
is about 25 feet high from grade level toroof parapet. Located near t he
center of a deep and irregqularly shaped parcel including 21,730 square feet,
the kiln house was formerly attached totherear of thenow denolished
two-story frame, clapboard, industrial building which was approxi mtely 42
feet wide by 69 feet deep and which extended up totheVictory Road street
line.

Characterizing theexterior of thekiln building areits segmentally arched
wi ndows (the long first floor windows had been fitted with nine-over-nine sash
whi ch have been reconstructed after theearlier ones were totally vandalized),
broad rectangular ground |evel entrances on t hesouth and west sides, and
concrete lintels and sills. Ornamentation i ssparse and l[imted to the
handling of thechimey with contrasting courses of yellow brick and t he use
of a plain brickwork cornice. Low parapet walls define theroofline on the
north and south sides, and a brick roof extension on thenorth side allowed
for theoperation of an industrial pulley [lift,

The interior of thebuilding i sbhasically an open two-story space extended by
a central three-by-four bay clerestory. The second floor functions primarily
as a balcony level formed by an opening that i sapproximately 25 1/2 feet i n
diameter and edged with curved bolted steel. Steel colums located towards
the corners of thebuilding carry theload of theflattened arched tile roof
vaults of thesecond floor and clerestory. The height of theinterior
nmeasures approximtely 14 feet fromgrade t ot he second floor and
approximately 28 1/2 feet fromgrade totheroof of the clerestory.

Dom nating theinterior of thebuilding is Dorchester Pottery's circular plan,
| ow domed, beehive type kiln which occupies muich of thesquare footage of the
ground level. The kiln neasures, i nitsdimensions, approximately 30 feet i n
diameter and about 12 feet in height fromgrade tothetopof thedonme. At

grade, thekiln's walls areapproximately 4 feet thick and include an encasing
wal | about 4 feet and 9 inches i nheight. This outer wall houses nine firing
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- holes and t hearched entry tothekiln's interior. The exterior walls of the
kiln aregirded with horizontal and vertical iron bands toallow forthe
proper structural expansion and contraction of thekiln duting firing and
cooling.

Inside, thekiln neasures approximately 22 feet i ndiameter. The interior
space i sabout 10 1/ 2 feet high under thecenter of t hedone, narked byt he
location of a small air hole, and about 6 1/2 feet high near thekiln's sides.

Brick shelving lines theinner walls of thekiln which arecovered with a -
shiny surface formed over theyears, through theescaping of vaporized glazes
during firing. Agrid of heat resistant tiles on thekiln's floor permtsthe
conduction of heat, fire, and gases through an underground fl ut othe chi mey
whi ch protrudes out of a corner of the building.

Al'so included onthesite of theDorchester Pottery Works, on a small parcel
of 4,303 square feet, was t he Henderson House, t heresidence of the conpany's
founder and second generation owner/operators. Unfortunately, on April 12,
1980, this Queen Anne Style, clapboard, two-story plus attic, frontfacing
gable roofed house was destroyed by fire. The other frame industrial building
on thesite was also destroyed recently. Thus theonly remaining structure

- isthebrick kiln building.



8> Significance Dorchester Pottery Works, Boston, VA

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture- religion
1400-1499 X. archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics . literature . sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture education . military .social/
1700-1799 -X-art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 X commerce exploration/settlement . philosophy . theater

JL. 1900- communications industry . politics/government . transportation

invention . other (specify)
Specific dates 1914 Bui | der/Architect unknown

St at ement of Significance (inone paragraph)
The Dorchester Potteiry Works i sone of t hef ewremaining exanpl es of
industrial beehive kiln construction i nthecountry andi sanintact structure
docunenting early twentieth-century pottery-making technology. Significant to
the city, commonweal th and region, Dorchester Pottery Wrks possesses
integrity of location, design, setting, materials,and workmanship. As suchi t
neets criteria A and Cof the National Register of Historic Places. | n1980 i t
was declared a Boston Landnark. n [

The Dorchester Pottery Wrks was founded i n1895 by CGeorge Hender son who,
prior tohis settlement in Dorchester, hadworked in New Haven as t he Manager
of theS L Pewress Pottery, a stoneware factory established i n1868. By" | ,
1880, Henderson rant he Pewtress works under t he nane of Hender son and

O Hal I oran. _

In Dorchester, Henderson acquired a parcel of land close t othed d Col ony
Railroad right-of-way, onthesouth side of Preston Street, nowVictory Road.
The Immediate vicinity of this land was defined by theyet unfilled Tenean
Creek and Barque Warwi ck Cove whi ch separated t he Commercial Point industrial
area fromtheresidential district at nearby Harrison Square. Preston Street
of fered Henderson convenient railroad access and close proximty toa fuel
source at Cutter's Coal Wharf just down theroad at Commercial Point, as well
as a location adjacent toa prestigious residential area,formerly known as
Harrison Square and now known as d am Poi nt.

By 1896, Henderson had built a Queen Anne Style frame house and, adjacent to
his residence, a two-story frame industrial building which served as the
Dorchester Pottery Works. This industrial building, which stood at 105
Victory Road until 1980, was initially used for the"Manufacture of Di p N
Baskets, Butter Pots, Jugs, Jars, andFlower Pots." "Clay Specialtiesand
Large Pots (were) Pronptly Made t o Order."

The brick kiln building, originally attached t otherear of Henderson's franme
pottery works, was built around 1914. The construction of this buildingand
the large beehive kiln that i t enclosed indicates t hesuccess of Henderson's
busi ness and t henecessity for hi mt oaccommodate a |arger vol une of
production. Expansion of Dorchester Pottery during thefirst twenty years of
this century resulted i ntheconstruction of several additional buildingsand
sheds.

Around thetime of theconstruction of thekiln house, a second brick pottery
wor ks building was put up on an adjacent | ot, formerly #12 Neva Street, an
unpaved roadway running off of t hesouth side of Preston Street, facing
today's Everdean Street, and nowobliterated by thesite of a nodern shopping



9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheet

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property - - 21,730. sq~ft.
Quadrangle name Boston South Quadrangle scale 1:25,QQQ
UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See continuation sheet

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state . code county code
-if/A- -1f/A-

state ocode county code
11. Form Prepared By

. Mari L. Myer, by Rosalind Pollan
namefle Program Assistant Boston Landmarks Commission
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date  June, 1984
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone 727-8470
city or town Boston, state  MA
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: >, -< ‘o,

national _X._ state X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature A [dkAAlaC
State Historic Preservation Officer

title

For HCRS use only
| hereby certify that this property isincluded in the National Register

date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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center. By the1930's, theNeva Street building was flanked onits north and
south sides by frame additions. Dorchester Pottery'soriginal factory nof

bui I ding was enlarged sonetinme after 1918.

After (eorge Henderson's death i n1928 at t he age of 65, Charles Henderson and
Ethel Hill Henderson, hi sson and daughter-in-|law, assumed control over t he
pottery works.

This second generation of managers and operators of Dorchester Pottery also
included Ethel's brother, Charles Hill, a chem cal engineer who was i n charge
of theglazing and later of thedecorationof theconpany's tableware, and
Nando Ricci, an Italian potter whose fam |y had worked for Geor ge Henderson
during thepottery's early years. Ethel Hill Henderson had been trainedi n
all facets of stoneware pottery making by her father-in-law, and after hi s
death was responsiblefor designing most of Dorchester Pottery's production.

Stoneware, a kind of pottery fired under very high tenperatures t o produce

. vitreous wares that areextremely durable, heat and cold resistant, and able
to withstand most corrosive chemical action, began t o be produced i n the
colonies during thelate seventeenth century. Although stoneware enjoys a
long history i nNew England, i tdeveloped here later than i nother areas
because i t could not be produced with local clays. Stoneware productionin New
Engl and, therefore, did not get underway until around 1740 when transport of N
the requisite clay from New York, New Jersey, or Pennsylvania had becore
feasible. Although it certainly hai. several sources of supply, duringthe
1950's and 1960's clay for use at Dorchester Pottery was brought i nfrom
Raritan and South Anmboy, New Jersey.

Until well into the1930's, Dorchester Pottery primarily was a producer of
comrercial and Industrial stoneware. Dorchester Pottery supplied industry and
business with vessels, acid jars, vats, pitchers, and pots, and filled
innumerable orders for crocks and containersfor feeds, alcoholic beverages”®
and medi ci nes.

St onewar e tabl eware was not produced by Dorchester Pottery on any significant
scale until around 1940. As recently as the1950's, this tableware accounted
for only a quarter of Dorchester's inventory, and t hemainstay of t he business
remained it sindustrial andecommercial work. | twas only i nthelate sixties

N and seventies that stoneware dishes becane t he sole products of t heconpany, a
change i nproductionthat transformed Dorchester Pottery fromasmall-scale
manufactory into a kind of cottage industry.

Charl es Henderson died i n1967, and Ethel Hill Henderson continued runningthe
business until her death i ntheearly nineteen seventies. Subsequently, [
Lillian Yeaton (Ethel Hill Henderson's sister) and Charles Hill ranthe YO\,

business with Nando Ricci. The pottery works closed i n My of 1979. The
present owner i s Brian Burke. ‘
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Remai ning on the site of the Dorchester Pottery Works i sthebrick industrial
building located at 105 Victory Road. This building houses thepottery's
monunmental brick kiln, an industrial beehive-type downdraft, periodically
fired kiln, which was technologically conservative when built i n 1914 by

. George Henderson. This kiln, reportedlyconstructed after Henderson's own

designs, nay have been a replication of a nineteenth century type used by him
in New Haven. The constructionof this form of kiln, coupled withits
continued productive use until itslast firing i n1965, represents a living
continuity of nineteenth century pottery-making technology into our own era.

Dorchester Pottery's kiln i sof further significance because i ti s probably
one of the fewremining industrial beehive types i nthe country. 1In
northeast Ghio, forexanple, where the ceramc, brick-making and pottery
trades accounted, by 1910, forover forty percent of this country's
production, only three extant kilns of this type remain. | naddition, beehive
kilns were nmost commonly designed as exterior structuresand were not housed
inside of buildings. Furthermore, beehive kilns were generally used for brick
manufacture, a process that does not require particulary high tenperature
firings. Dorchester Pottery's kiln thereforei sinmportant not only for its
survival and uses as an exanple of late nineteenth - early twentiethcentury
pottery-making technology but because i ti sunusual foritsuse in the
production of stoneware which required high firings at 2,300 t o 3,000 degrees
Fahrenheit.

Strongly demonstrating Dorchester Pottery's involvement i nan early
technology, i sthe cpnpany's continued practice, until the 1960's, of using an
industrial kiln that had to be fired with coal and wood. During the 1920's,
when t he conpany enpl oyed 28 potters, thekiln was fired monthly. Later on,
in thefifties and sixties, thekiln was fired only four times a year. The
process of loading, firing, cooling, and unloading the kiln took about two
weeks, with theactual firing requiring fifty to sixty hours of constant
attendance. After forty hourly firings brought the tenperatures up to about
2,500 degrees Fahrenheit, regular fifteen mnute firings were necessary to
raise the heat to the higher tenperatures needed forthevitrification of
glazes. Estimates of the anmount of fuel required indicate thefiring consumed
about fifteen tons of coal and four cords of wood. Because the interior of
the kiln was an inferno of heat and flame, wares being fired were protected
from scorching by crockery covers called saggers.

The last firing of Dorchester Pottery's kiln was i n1965. Gas-fired kilns
were used briefly after the beehive was retired, but eventually the conpany
installed electric kilns which were used f or tableware production.

Dorchester Pottery's stoneware production currently enjoys a highreputation
both foritscontinued reliance on traditional pottery-making methods andf or
the straightforward aesthetic of itstableware. Although this country has
undergone a considerable revival of interest i ncraftsmanship over the |ast
few decades, and the hand working of tableware i s beconming a nore usual
occurrence, Dorchester Pottery i sunusual inthat i tutilized a technology
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based on handcrafting for i tscomrercial, institutional, and industrial orders
as late as the1950's and 1960's. Despite theuse of plaster nolds i n the
production of itsindustrial or commercial work, potters and not machines
turned, manipulated, and raised theclay, produced theglazes, and executed
the detailing and ornamentation. N

Tabl eware produced at t heDorchester Pottery Works al ways has been i n great
denmand by local collectors, but recently wider recognition has been com ng
from scholars i ntheceramcs and decorative arts fields. Distinguishedby
its sturdy traditional forms, and itscharacteristicCobalt blue glazingon
white, grey, or buff, this tableware i soften ornamented with decorative

el ements that include blueberry, pinecone, scroll, pussy willow, floral fruit,
and striped motifs. Sonetimes-special orders of Dorchester Pottery tableware
pieces were ornamented with bayberry green or golden-toned glazes. Conplete
sets of dinnerware were crafted by thefirm and i nthe 1950's t he Hender sons
made claim t o producing approximately 1,700 different kinds of pottery.

Because of theproliferation of Dorchester Pottery buildings during the first
decades of thecentury, and because of t hestandard practice at potteries to
maintain adunp, there remains a strong probability for unearthing exanples of
the business's early production, equipment, and toolsthrough archaeological
survey and excavation.

Section 6 - Representation i nExisting Surveys

2) Inventory of the Historic Assets of t he Conmonweal t h of Massachusetts
1977 State //Dr15 not determned eligible
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
Boston, NA * '~
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Evans, Paul, "Stoneware and t he Dorchester Pottery", Wstern Col |l ector, My,
"'V, 1968, 7-11.

Gates,. Wlliam (Curator, East Liverpool Miseum of Ceramcs, Ohio) Conversation
regarding beehive kilns, April 17, 1980.
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Verbal Boundary Descriptionand Justification:
Dorchester Pottery Wrks, Ward 16, Assessor's parcel nunbers 245 and 246.

Beginning at t henorthwest corner of theproperty and running easterly along
the southern curb line of 101-105Victory Road; thence turning at a right
angle and running south along theside | ot line of said property; thence
turning at a right angle and running westerly along theback | ot |ine of
101- 105 Victory Road; thence turning at a right angle and running northerly,

then northwesterly along theside | ot line of 97 Victory Road until the point
of origin.
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2. Location

3. Classification
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Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

o excellent | | deteriorated unaltered « original lite

n good I lruins altered moved date.
o fair | 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph

cn completeness

e clarity
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph

CD completeness

CD clarity

CD applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource S X
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9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References
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11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
CD Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.
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