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The Abita Springs Pavilion was constructed in 1888. The raised ovi:agonal
structure is entirely of wood and Victorian in style. It is 46 feet high and
52,6 feet in diameter.

There is a concrete foundation with four drinking fountains surrounding it
which are now capped. The center was lower and was an overflow for the spring
beneath it. There are eight 12" x 18" posts which support an upper level

and a shingle type roof. The upper level has a wooden floor and at one

time there was a long wooden foot bridge leading to this upper level. Railings
that went around this level are now missing.

There is an earthen level now only three quarters of the way around the
pavilion. The actual spring has been cemented over so it no longer flows.

The structure was repaired while in the ownership of the State, that is,
between 1948 and 1965.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Abita Springs Pavilion was constructed to encourage and allow the consumption
of the spring waters for medicinal purposes. The community of Abita Springs
takes its name from the spring and the area was long a very popular summer

resort for the inhabitants of New Orleans.

The Choctaw Indians are supposed to have considered the waters to have had
healing powers. Sources agree that "Abita' is an Ind1an word, but there is
no agreement as to its meaning.

The property around the spring was purchased from the United States in 1853.
In 1867 in a sworn statement, Dr. T. M. D. Davidson, who had moved to Covington
(the nearest community to Abita Springs) in 1857 and had been a ''practicing
physician continusously since," stated that "these springs are mineral water--
highly medicinal. These springs are valuable on account of the medicinal
qualities--I consider them very valuable for being a resort for boarders and
invalids . R

An ad placed in The St. Tammany Farmer, a prish newspaper, in May of 1880
stated as follows:

THE FAMOUS ABITA SPRINGS----MRS, F. A. BOSSIER
Has opened her house at the famed Abita Springs,
" three miles from Covington for the reception of
boarders, . . . a pretty cottage, with good well,
outhouses etc. near the spring to rent for the
season.?

On June 26, 1887, the first railroad train arrived at Abita Springs. Some
six months later a post office was established.

The Pavilion itself was constructed in 1888: 'Messrs. Poitivent and Favre
have just built a commodious pav1110n over the Sprlngs, so constructed as to
be beyond the reach of high water . M3

Newspapers of the time stated the '"Curative Properties of the waters of the
Abita Springs became better known, and the general healthfulness of the locality
attracted considerable attention."” Simon's Hotel and Restaurant, with a
French kitchen in the Parisian Style noted it was the '"Closest place to Springs
and Depot.'D
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Abita Springs Pavilion (cont'd)

A passenger on the East Louisiana Railroad related his impressions thus:

An article

Florenville then Abita Springs. Can anyone tell anybody
about Abita Springs? I have heard so much about them that
I suppose everybody else has heard, that it leaves one at
a loss to say anything that has not already been told.

The medicinal qualities of the Springs have not been
over-rated, so I am told.

entitled "Life at Abita Springs' described the

pleasure seekers from among the wage-workers and

counter hoppers of the great Southern Emporium.

« « o« All who can move around light out for a

ramble to the springs and through the pinewoods. . .

or can recline upon the seats of the ample pavilion . . .
There are four well kept and commodious hotels in a few
hundred yards of the main Artesian Saline Calebian
Springs . . . .

The community of Abita Springs was formally organized by 1903 and chartered

in 1912.

The Pavilion and surrounding grounds were purchased by the State of Louisiana
in 1948 and included in the state's park system. It was sold to the St.
Tammany Parlsh School Board in 1965 and was not “used for several years.

A New Orleans newspaper, upon learning of the revived interest in the springs
wrote in 1972

A group of concerned Abita residents who remember the
charm and magnetism of the old St. Tammany spa of a

decade of two ago, with its Abita Park, Pavilion, picnic
grounds, bubbling springs and winding spring-fed river. . .
are attempting to restore the park to some of its original
magnificence . . . .There are scores of New Orleanians who
nostalgically remember their childhoods when their parents
took them to Abita Springs for the Summer.8
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Abita Springs Pavilion (cont'd)
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