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Town 0/7 
Address 

Historic Name Ahrahain H i l l House. 

Sketch Map: i 

UTW REFERENCE _ 

USGS QUADRANGLE 

SCALE • 

Z E N 

19 / 321-560 / A696-560 

Lexington 

1:25,000 

Use: Present Residence 

Original Residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca . 1 725-1 750 

Source v i s u a l a n a l y s i s 

Style F i r s t Period 

Architect Unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboards 

Outbuildi ngS None 

Major Alterations (with dates) Roof 
r a i s e d , 2 n d ^ j o g added, 
ca. 1800. C a r r i a g e house a t t a c h e d 
19th c. 

Condition Good 

Moved No Date N/A 

Acreage less than one acre 

Set t ing c l o s e to busy suburban s t r e e t 

amid f r ame and b r i c k houses of 19th 

and 2 0 t h c e n t u r y da te - hnnsp •^ifs 

sideways to s t reet 

Recorded by Anne Grady , Mar ie Garden 

Organization Boston U n i v e r s i t y 

Date November 1 985 
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Property NamerHm House 

Indicate each item on inventory foim vhidi is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Abraham H i l l House retains integrity of location, materials, vgorkmanship, and 
design i n i t s surviving transitional First Period quirk-beaded frame under Criterion 
C. I t s conversion to a central h a l l plan i n the 18th centtury typifies the adaptation 
of many central chimney buildings to conform to a new plan aesthetic. 

More accurate dating of the house may yield important information under Criterion D 
on the use of principal rafter roofs without collar beams i n Middlesex County. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Abraham H i l l House i s a 2 1/2 story 2 rocm deep clapboarded house with a s l i g h t l y 
asymnetrical 3 bay facade, Beverly jog, and a carriage house converted to l i v i n g 
space attached to the l e f t rear. The house may have begun as a c. 1725 one or two 

central chimney structure v^iich was altered to a central h a l l plan by reicavim 
the chamney and adding twin interior chimney stacks rising from the rear roof slope 
between the large front and smaller rear roans. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The house exhibits very late transitional First Period features i n the right hand 
roans. The right hand f i r s t story room has an exposed and crudely finished chimney 
gart with a narrow chamfer, and three exposed posts with a narrow quirked bead. A l l 
other framing members are boxed. Three walls have horizontal feather edged sheathing 
up to the dado level. In the right hand chamber, a l l framing members except the 
summer t i e are exposed and finished with a narrow quirked bead. 

The a t t i c reveals evidence that the roof was raised to cover the rear rooms. The 
vJl°^^^T f°̂ P̂ ised of principal rafters, bridle jointed at the ridge and 

? i ^ f ^ ? ^^"^ ^ ^ ^ i ^ ' °f the rafters S r e ^ f t i n place and longer rafters placed next to them. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

'^^^iSj^flfll'^ i t s association with Abraham H i l l , a proninent early 
S S e ''̂ '̂  ^^"^ positions as constable, surveyor of highLys, 
REFERENCES 

S l l l l S n ^ p ' ^ ^ ' ^ ' ^ * ? ; ^ ^ ^ t e c t u r e and Development of the Town of Hones. 
Belmont Historic D i s t r i c t Comnission, 1984. ~ 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at b o t t om 
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REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY H i l l , Abraham, House 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE F i r s t Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 1/24/90 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 2/07/90 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 2/23/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 3/10/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 90000164 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

^ ' - I C C E P T RETURN REJECT ^ Y f / t ^ DATE Entered in the 
Hational Heglster 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

h i s t o r i c current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a ^ 
just i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000281 


