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looking northwest
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res i dence

PRESENT USE 
residence
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less/one

ARCHITECT/BUILDER

CONSTRUCTION/MODIFICATION DATES 
Built early 1900s

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

This one-story square plan dwelling has a south and east orientation to First and 
Washington Streets. A veranda extends on three sides with the north, nonstreet 
facing side infilled with a stucco addition. A wood-shingled pyramidal roof 
surmounts the stuccoed adobe structure joining to the later shed varanda roof. 
Hipped-roofed dormers with vents protrude symmetrically from the south and east 
roof hips. A lattice carport addition to the west has an asphalt-shingled shed 
roof attaching at the original eave of the house. The Bungalow veranda with large 
square concrete slab columns and low connecting perimeter walls is a modification 
of an earlier wood veranda with slender wood posts and a shed roof separate from 
the main roof. French doors are symmetrical on the east facade and a front door 
is off-center on the south facade. Original casement windows remain on the south 
and east. Addition windows are casement or plywood infilled. Chimneys protrude 
from the north and east roof hips.



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE/HISTORY
\ 

The Meehan/Gaar House is significant for its association with two of Casa Grande's
well-known citizens. Tom J. Meehan came to Casa Grande in 1903 and built the house 
at 202 West 1st Street soon after. Meehan owned the popular Gilt Edge Saloon from 
1905 until it was burned in 191^. He rebuilt the saloon after the fire but died in 
late 191^. He also invested in local mines and served on the Casa Grande Board of 
Trade.

Fanne Gaar bought the house in 1920. She had arrived in Casa Grande in 1915 and 
worked in the city's first bank, the Casa Grande Valley Bank. Mrs. Gaar later 
operated a hardware store and real estate business and was active in Casa Grande 
civic affairs, serving on the city council. In 1927, she was the first woman to 
be elected mayor of an Arizona city and served in that capacity until 1929. Mrs. 
Gaar was one of Casa Grande's most respected citizens and lived in the house until 
her death.

The house is also architecturally significant as an unusual example of the Colonial 
Revival influence executed in adobe. Although not original, the bungalow adaptation 
of the veranda, probably executed by Mrs. Gaar, is now a significant feature of 
the house.
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