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The Valley Lodge today is a wooden frame structure with a gafe.le roof 
(shingled in wood), clapboard siding, and granite foundation. These details 
are to be seen in both the main part of the house and its ell which is attached 
ta the rear of the house., The main part of the house is equipped with three 
large, square brick chimneys, while the ell has a single small chimney; all of 
these are internally placed. The main part of the house consists of two and a 
half stories, while the ell has just one story.

The principal (south) facade has five second - story windows, each 
twelve- over- eight. The first story has a central doorway with restrained 
federal - style lintel; to either side of this door is a pair of windows iden­ 
tical to the second-story ones. The gable - ends of the house are identical 
to each other on the second and half stories, with a single six-over-six window 
in the half story, and three twelve-overeight windows in the second story. On 
the first story,the gable-ends of the house differ from each other. The west 
end has a one-story open porch supported by three square posts. The house here 
has three twelve-over-twelve windows. The east gable-end has three-over-eight 
windows. There are two additional first-story twelve-over-eight windows, at the 
northern end of the east gable-end where the main part of the house has been extended 
northward.

Access to the ell is gained from the one-story porch at the west end of the 
house (referred to above), where there is a west-facing doorway with sidelights 
and a south-facing door of simple design. The west facade of the ell has three 
two-over-two windows. At the northern end the ell becomes a small barn with a 
wide sliding door on ' the "west'facade. l On the northern end of the ell, on the east 
side, there as a simple lean-to addition with vertical board and batten siding.

Internally, Valley Lodge is extremely interesting, in that the present 
federal building in effect encapsulates a post-colonial cape. The chimney and 

^ 4 room arrangements on the first floor reflect this phenomenon, with two long (east
'J^ to west), but very narrow (north to south) federal parlots: The north wall of 

I |$¥//\ each was originally the main(south) facade of the earlier cape. The twin chimneys 
^kS" in these walls are a federal feature, while the third chimney, centrally positioned 
l\- near the north side of the present house was originally the single center chimney 

of the post- colonial structure. At the north side of the present main house 
north of this 18th - century chimney is the original present kitchen of the 
house, which runs the entire length of the structure.

Across the road from the Valley Lodge house (to the west) lies a barn. 
This structure is not a part of this nomination to the National Register, 
although it is part of the same property.^ It is _a simple frame building with gable 
roof and clapboard siding, painted red.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of the earliest surviving structures in the sparsely settled sections 
of Cumberland County west of Sebago Lake, Valley Lodge in East Baldwin is 
an interesting example of the development of an early homestead. Beginning 
as a simple Cape built in the wilderness, it was enlarged over the years into 
a sizeable and attractive farmhouse.

In 1788, Ephraim and David Brown came to Baldwin, then called Flintstown, 
from Concord, Massachusetts. Their father Captain David Brown (1733 - 1801), had 
fought in the Lexington - Concord battles and was one of the survivors of Captain 
Flint's Company, who were given a grant in the Baldwin area. Ephraim built the 
original one-and-a-half story cape which he called Valley Lodge in 1792 and 
David at about the same time erected a farmstead nearby which he called Saddle­ 
back Farm. This structure is no longer standing.

JRrior to building Valley Lodge, Ephraim Lrown had assisted his father in 
surveying arid making the first plot plan for Flintstown. He was 6ne of the 
pillars of the early township, serving both as selectman and tax collector. He 
was also deeply involved in land speculation in the area.

Within a very few years after its construction, the original Cape proved 
inadequate for Ephraim Brown's growing family and he proceeded to build a 
significant addition or what might more properly be called an enlargement. 
This was done by enveloping the first building within a two-and-a-half story 
federal house with an entirely new facade constructed several feet in front 
of the old front wall. In the early 1800*s an upstairs dormer was added and 
the original ell containing the summer kitchen was remodeled and extended to 
include a shed.

Valley Lodge remained in the Brown family well into the 20th century and, 
though largely used as a summer house after 1880, was the scene of annual 

family neunions for many years.
V

Attractively sited on the brow of a gradually sloping hill which runs 
down in a field from the front yard, Valley Lodge is once again a year round 
home though rib longer used as a farm. It is well maintained by the present owner 
as befits a local landmark associated with the town's earliest settlement.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1 966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register a,nd_ certify tha,t ijt has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.


