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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Security Building was built in 1908 in the downtown commercial section of 
Cedar Rapids. The skeleton is concrete and steel, at the time representing 
a significant departure in construction methods heretofore used in Cedar Rapids 
building techniques. Frontage is 66 T on the northeast and 60' on the northwest. 
The first of the eight stories was originally 14 f high (increased to 19' in 
1932), the other floors are 10' each. Facades are asymmetrical (7 bays on the 
northwest side, 8 bays on the northeast), with rectangular windows of slightly 
varying sizes whose placement reveals the interior structural system. The first 
floor contains entrances and wide, plate-glass shop windows. Asbestos and gravel 
covers the flat roof. There is one chimney at the southeast corner.

The grcomd floor exterior is faced with Bedford limestone; the floors above are 
of iron-clay pressed brick. An eight-course stringcourse of terracotta is located 
below the eighth floor; this material is found again in a narrow band beneath the 
cornice. The cornice is copper, and features modillion blocks beneath its wide 
overhang. The cornice also has a blockcourse with paneled pedestals, with ball 
finials at the corners.

The exterior has been altered only in the lowering of the ground level five feet 
to the sidewalk, with concomitant redesigning and enlarging of the shop window 
area (1932). The interior is basic office space, from which non-structural walls 
were removed in 1954 to create large working areas. The only features dating 
from the original construction are wooden wall casings on the second and third 
floors.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Security Building is a locally significant example of turn-of-the century 
highrise construction. The architects, Henry S. Josselyn and Eugene H. Taylor, 
were partners in a major Iowa firm who designed a number of prominent structures 
in the state, including Morrill Hall and Old Botany buildings at Iowa State 
university at Ames and the Cedar Rapids Savings Bank and Cedar Rapids Public 
Library, and also the Iowa State Pavilion at the Columbia Work Exposition in 
Chicago in 1893. The Security Building utilizes Louis Sullivan's format for 
highrise construction: base, middle and top sections, corresponding to the 
tripartite form of the classical column. The arrangement of the bays reveals 
the structural system within and is an interesting design feature.

The Cedar Rapids Sunday Republican for 12 .April 1908 described this structure 
as the "first absolutely fireproof, steel framework, reenforced concrete structure" 
in Cedar Rapids, and "one of /the cityts/ notable achievements this year". Inter­ 
estingly, the Cedar Rapids Savings Bank, built also by Josselyn and Tayor in 1896, 
was at the time considered the first fireproof building. Locally, however, 
it seems that the the then unusual construction methods were most noteworthy, 
observed by the public "with intense interest" and "amazement".

The Linn County Historical Museum Association is presently negotiating the purchase 
of the Security Building from the Iowa Power and Light Co. If acquired, the 
building will house the county historical museum on two floors, the remaining space 
to be rented to nonprofit and commercial organizations.
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