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1. Name of Propertv
historic name LYNN MEMORIAL CITY HALL AND AUDITORIUM

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 3 CITY HALL SOUARE not for publication

city or town LYNN vicinity

state MASSACHUSETTS code MA countv ESSEX code 009 zip code 01901

3. state/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this H'lTomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
[0>*fieets « does not meet theNational Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

Je Biocally. (* See continuation sheet for

Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer
State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets ¢« does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

ifonal Park Service Certification
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« determined eligible for the t
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register

« other (explain);



Lvnn IVlemorial City I-lall and Auditorium
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

_ private X building(s)

X_public-local district

_ public-State site

_ public-Federal structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.;

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categones from instructions)

GOVERNMENT: City Hall
RECREATION AND CULTURE: Auditorium

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

MODERN MOVEMENT: Art Deco/Modern

Narrative Description

Essex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 _building
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

GOVERNMENT: City Hall
RECREATION AND CULTURE: Auditorium

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Concrete

walls Limestone
roof Rubber Membrane
other Granite steps and buttresses

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

Congructed in 1948-1949, Lynn Memoria City Hall and Auditorium isalate example of an Art Deco-gtyle civic
building that d=0 reflects the influence of the contemporaneous Modem Movement in architecture. Monumentd in
scale, the building isthe focal point of City Hall Square, whichis formed by the intersection of Ess=x Street, Centrd
Avenue, Market Street, South Common Street, North Common Street, and Franklin Street. Comprising an areaof 135
uaremiles, Lynn is located approximately 10 miles north of Bogton, aong Route |A. It isbordered by Pegbody ad
Sdem on the north, Swvampscott and the Atlantic Ocean (Lynn Harbor) on the eest, Nahant and Revere on the south,
and Saugusand Lynnfield on the west. Locally referred to as the gateway to the North Shore, Lynn isthe southernmost
municipaity and largest city in Essax County.

Situated a the north end of the dense civic and commercid downtown area, Lynn Memorial City Hall and Auditorium
faces south on a 57,578 square foot trapezoidal, three-comer lot formed by City Hall Square, Essex, and Johnson
Strests The bulk of the building is st back about twelve feet from the sdewalk, but the broad pan of gently rising
front Sepsprojects to meat the sidewak. On ether Sde of the Steps, the property is landscgped with grass afew trees,
and ahedgethat separatesthe grassy area from the sidewalk. The lawn areato the eadt of the entry contains three trees
and apolished granite marker (N/C) indicating that the treeswere planted in memory of Arthur C. Show (1929-1987).
A flagpolethat datesto congtruction of the building islocated in the lawn areato the west of the front entry. A flat
granite dab marks atime capsule (N/C) that was buried to the |eft of the flagpolein 1976. The dab isinscribed: "City
of Lynn Time Cagpsule 1976-2029." Small parking arees are located dlong the eest and west devations of the building.

Buildings inthe immediate area generdlly date to the early 20th century including the classicd reviva-style Goodman
Building opposite City Hall (MHC#10) and the Art Deco-style New England Tdephone Building one door to the wed.
Like City Hall, the Tdephone Building is faced with limestone. Because of their smilar style and materia, thetwo
buildings creaste an imposing complex a this important intersection. Extending west from City Hall Squareisthe

Lynn Common Historic Digtrict (NR - 1992), acollection of mid-to-late 19* century residential, commercid, ad
ingtitutional buildings lining both sdes of the linear Lynn Common. Significant public buildingsthat gand neerby
include the Lynn District Courthouse and the Lynn Public Library, another impressve limestone building. (The latter
isinthe Lynn Common Historic District). A late 19th to early 20* century residential area abuts City Hall on the eedt
aong Johnson Street. A wooden and brick church (Mt. Olive Church), which sandsdirectly behind City Hall, detes to
the lagt quarter of the 19* century.

EXTERIOR

Genegrdly conforming to the shepe of its lot, Lynn Memorid City Hall and Auditorium hes aunique sSx-sided,
symmetrica footprint thet is approximately 262 feet wide a the three-part faade, 184 feet degp, and b feet arossthe
rear elevation. The sted-framed structure hes areinforced, poured-concrete foundation that rests on concrete footings.
The frameis covered with large buff-colored Indiana limestone dabslaid up with narrow mortar joints that are only
visible on dose ingpection 0 that the building gppearsto have asmooth limestone skin. A course of large granite debs
that match the limestone in color runs along the foundation. The building rises three full sories above a ground floor

(continued)
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(now known as the first floor) and a subterranean basarnent o that there are five interior floors. Two smal penthouses,
one for the devator, and alimestone chimney rise through the flat roof, which was originally covered with five-ply ter
and gravel, but is now rubber membrane. The symmetrical, three-faceted facade (south elevation) isaranged ina wide
V with itspointflattenedby acanted colossal entrance bayflankedby nine-bay "wings." The comergone of the
building, located a the southeest comer of the faBade, is alimestone dab incised with the date 1948.

Spanning the 60-foot-wide central section of the faBade are two setsof five broad granite Sepswith goacious landings.
The granite matches that of the foundation, and wide,flat-toppedgranite buttresses flank the stairway. The monoalithic
entry bay isthe focal point of the building. Its amooth blocky form projects dlightly from the massof thebuilding,
rising the equivaent of two stories above it. Featuring aflush, Sepped comice, its central section is st of f by vertical
bands of fluting, asmpledetail that isrepested many times ingde the building. Centered on the massve frontispiece is
the entryway, which rises to a gpandrd that rests benegth abank of three windows a the fourth story. At the entry are
three satsof glazed doors in bronze frames, above which is a soaring tripartite transom that lights the two-story
Memorial Lobby. Framed in bronze, eech section of the three-part window hes 32 panes A double, fluted architrave
endosesthe entry composition and is topped by bas-relief eeglesthat flank an incised sign block. The heroic-scde
lettering reeds "MEMORL\L CITY HALL AND AUDITORIUM." Above this are three vertical windows thet light
the City Council Chamber on the top floor. Sash, which are not operable, contain 28 lights each. At the bese of the
main entry composition, two additional setsof degply recessed, paired, glazed doors, which &so leed into the
Memoria Lobby, flank the centra grouping of doors.

The second, third, and fourth stories of the feBade wingsas well as the east and west devations are composad of
dightly projecting broad vertical piers and horizontal spandrds that frame the windows. Each opening contains a 16-
light bronze-colored ssgh with a4-light operable awning-style section inthe center. The first story forms the bese for
the vertical piers and islit by 9-light sagh, the top and bottom rows of which open awning style. The present metd sash
replaced the origina casament windows in the 1990s

The eat and west devations are 16 bays long, including 15 windows and awide blind bay a the north end. The two
devations ae identical a the upper three floors, but they differ in the organization and number of openings a thefirst
level. From south to north, the west elevation digplays sx windows, apair of doors (probably replacements) leading
into the municipa sections of the building, seven windows, and three setsof paired doors (probably original) leading
to the dressing rooms bel ow the auditorium, the backdage areg, and to the main stairwell that sarvesdl floors. The
eed elevation, south to north, hes five windows, two setsof paired doors, saven windows, and three more satsof
paired doors The latter doors leed to dressng rooms and backdage areas. One of the two doors dosest to the south
end of the eedt devation is handicap accessble and it is gpproached by along but relatively incongpicuous concrete
ramp that originates a the southeest comer of the building. All doors are glazed and have bronze framesand bracing.

The north (rear) devation, which segpsup a the comice leve like the faBade, hes one row of nine boarded windows
dong the first story. The only other opening inthe reer devation isapair of large Kaamein doors and ahoist centered
on the second gory. These doors lead to the auditorium's sage, which spansthe rear of the building, and are used to

load props and equipmernt.

(continued)
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INTERIOR

The vad interior, reportedly 2,000,000 cubic feet of gpace, is composed of alarge wedge-shgped auditorium
surrounded on three Sdes (south, eest, and west) by fourfloorsof municipa offices. The dage areaof the auditorium
goans the north (rear) end of the building and the Memorial Lobby occupies threefloors a the south (front) end of the
building. Origina fumiture remains in meeting rooms and offices throughout the building. Public goeces have
upholgtered seeting, but mogt of the fumitureinthe municipal offices ismetal. While utilitarianfini shesgenerdly
characterize interior goaces there are Sx types of marble (Laredo Chiaro, Bottino, and Travertinefrom Italy; Black
Belgium from Belgium; Renfrew from England; and Tennessse from the U.S.) and five hardwoods (tesk, mahogany,
maple, birch, and oak) inthe mog important offices and public goaces Bronze is used for mogt of the hardware
throughout the building

Arranged around the perimeter of the building, the municipal offices are sgparated from the auditorium by a9 or 10
foot-wide U-shaped circulation corridor covered with terrazzo floor tiles. Non-glazed, 2-inch square, beige tilesline
the corridor walls and rise to the height of the doorways. This goare decoration meets unadomed plager, which covers
the upper section of the walls and the cellingsof the corridors. Interior doors are meta w ith ahollow core, a gypaum
coat, and awood-grained finish that is peeling on mog of thedoors. The origina lighted brass and glasssgns
indicating the names of the offices remain in working order above mog of the primary interior doorways. Two-foot
squarefl orescentceilingfixturedlight the corridors. Sx main gair halls lined with rectangular buff-colored tilesare
goread throughout the building. Staircases feature terrazzo treads, brass handrails, rectangular meta newd pogswith
brass cgps and dender iron balugters. A pair of devators, located just west of the entrance to the auditorium, hes wood
grained metd doors with vertical brass drips st into them. Above the doors are the original brass plates that light up to
show which floor the devator is on. Near the eevator bank isthe original brass-framed, glass mail tube with adot on
each floor for the insertion of letters. Men's and women's rooms are located throughout the building and are finished
with marble gdls, tile walls, and concrete floors.

Memorial Lobby

The decorative and emotiona centerpiece of the building is the monumental Memoria Lobby. Intended to sarvea dud
purpose. It was designed as the main entry to the municipa offices as well as the auditorium. In contragt to the
utilitarianfini shesof the officecorridors, the lobby islavishly finished with floor to ceiling, highly veined, buff-
colored, Itdian marble. Five pairs of recessed entry doors, three centered on the faBade plus one on eech Sde of the
central grouping, lead into the ceremonid goace (The centra pair of doors isnow boarded and labded exit only.)
Rising above the three central doorways is atwenty-foot tall window thet lights the interior. A grand sairway oppodte
the entry leeds up to asecond leve of the lobby, which is officially known as the foyer. The Italian marble continues
dong the walls of the gairs and foyer.

The main section of the lobby (56 feet wide by 26 feet deep) isthree-stonestall and classically detailed with wide

fluted pilagters rising to acompound, foliated comice and acoved ceiling painted blue (original color was light green).
Tall black marble basgboardsrim the large rectangular goace, and terrazzo tiles sgparated by narrow brassborders and
= in ageometric pattem cover the floor. Engaged marble pedestals on the eest and west walls support lettered pands

(continued)
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the text for which was sdected by school superintendent Emest Stephens The eest pand reeds "Since war begenin
the mindsof men, itisinthe minds of men that the defenses of pesce mud be congructed. The great and terrible war,
which haes now ended was awar made possible by the denid of democratic principles of the dignity, equdlity, ad
mutua respect of men. The widediffusion of culture and the education of humanity for justice and liberty and pesce
are indigpensable to the dignity of man. Reece must be founded upon the intellectual and mord solidarity of mankind.
- From the preamble to the constitution of UNESCO." The pand on the opposite wall reads "l beieve inthe United
Satesof America as agovemment of the people, a perfect union, one and inseparable, established upon those
principles of freedom, equality, and humanity for which American patriots sacrificed their livesand fortunes. |
thereforebdieve it ismy duty of my country to loveit, to support its constitution, to obey its laws, to respect itsflag,
and todefend it egaing al enemies. - From the American Creed.” [Quotation marks and punctuation added. The
American Creed was written by William Tyler Pagein 1917 during WWI, and accepted by the US House of
Representatives in1918]

The grand gairway oppodte the entrance is composad of acentral st of two mns of five Sgps each with a generous
landing. Hanked by marble buttresses or knee wallsthat double as handrails, the organization of the Sairway issimilar
to that of the exterior stairs. Two pairs of symmetricaly positioned brass handrails divide the travertine marble Sairs
into three parts. Hanking the central "up" staircase are dairs leading down to the first (ground) floor. The eest and west
walls of the stairwell contain classicd arched niches. The frieze over the Saircase is engraved with heroic lettering a5
follows: "THISBUILDING ISDEDICATED TO THOSE WHO SERVED IN ALL WARS OF OUR COUNTRY ."

The foyer (34" by 22") & the top of the gtairs (third story) contains an information desk centered infront of three sets
of doorsto the auditorium. The desk isalater addition that modifiesthe intent of the foyer to lead into the auditorium.
An origind clock is mounted on the wall over the central door. Of modem design, the clock face hes no numerds, but
rather double and single hatch marks. Hoors are similar to thosein the lobby, but are not as intricately pattemed.
Marble-clad dcoves that lead to the building's main corridorsflank the foyer. The west dcove contains the devator
bank and aticket office. The eest dcove contains three memoria plagues, the largest of which commemorates Lynn
citizenswho lost their livesin World War |1. Theindividual neamesare listed under the branch of the military in which
they served including the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Merchant Marines, Coag Guard and the Women's Auxiliary
Army Corps (WAACSs). Three hundred Lynn citizens died in WWII, including one woman, Mary E. Dibble, aWAAC.
Two other plagues list the namesof thase who lost their lives in Koreaand Vietnam. A sat of double doors & each sde
(et and west) of the foyer can be closed to separate the city hall goeces from those of the auditorium & the end of the
budness day.

Mayor's Suite

Located inthe southwest comer of the building, the Mayor's auite condds of awaiting room open to aclerks soece
and three private offices - two small rooms for the Mayor'sdeputies and alarge room for the Mayor. The clerks
goace, which hes three west-facing windows, istypical of offices throughout the building. It hes an acoudtic tile (12"
uares) ceiling, plaster wallswith achair rail molding, and ameta wood-grained counter separating the clerks from

(continued)
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the waiting room. The counter hes aleather-like top with brasstrim. Entry to the waiting room from the corridor is via
adngle glazed doorflankedby siddights and endosad in ametd wood-grained frame. Floors are carpeted, but it
gopearsthat the origina flooring in the offices was a square linoleum tile with black border. The main floor color
metched the corridor tiles (beige) in color. This pattem still exigts in someof the office.

The Mayor'soffice, the largest officeinthe building (32" long by 24" wide), overlooks City Hall Square through four
deeply recessed windows with pink granite sills. Wallsare covered floor to ceiling with tesk pandling, fluted pilagters
without capitals, narrower fluted vertical detailing placed & regular intervals around the room, and achair rail.
Cedlings are plager, painted pink with adouble boarder. Maroon-colored carpeting covers the floors, and a smple
black bassboard covers the floor-wall junction. The principal entry is located a the west end of theroom and the
mayor's dek isa the oppodte end. Some of thefinishesin the mayor's suite—reportedly the panding, carpeting and
counters—were replaced or refurbished in 1983.

City Council Chamber

Located on the top floor above the Memorial Lobby, the council chamber is 56 feet long by 44 feet wide. Entry doors
are on the long north sde of the room opposte the bank of three large faBade windows, which rise ebove builtin
window seets supported by corbes. Councilors sedting is located a the west end of the room, which is carpeted and
divided from the public seeting S0ece by a semi-circular bronze rail with gates on each sde. The dais with oak rostrum
is centered under asguare arch and oval coved ceiling painted blue. While the rostmm, which seetsthe council
presdent and assdants, faces the audience, the councilors Sit a two curved oak desks forming a semi-circle. Each
desk s=tsfive councilors, who face the dais. Desktops are brassand each councilor's place is defined by a maroon
lesther desk pad and matching armchair.

Thereg of theroom s fitted with rows of built-in, upholstered auditorium chairs (approximately 200). Covered with
samon colored wide-wale corduroy, the segting is original, but afew chairs have been removed to creste awider ide
for accessibility. Floors are covered with cork tiles and the wallsare covered, floor to ceiling, with 1 %" cak panding
detailed with vertical fluting and awide chair rail. Other features of the room include a degp crown molding and a
plagter ceiling. The three doors leading into the chamber from the north sde of the room are grained to match the walls
have and wide flat architraves. The rear (eest) wall of theroom isagalery lined with portraits of Lynn mayors

Veterans Auditorium

Occupying the core of thebuilding on al four floors, the auditorium is composed of orchestra and bacony seeting, the
dage an orchedra pit, aprojection room, and dressing rooms. The latter are located benegth the dage on thefirst
(ground) floor. Total sesting capacity is 2072, with 1245 ssetsin the orchestra section and 827 inthe balcony. The
dimensions of the auditorium are 120 feet wide acrossthe entry off the foyer, 40 feet wide across the proscenium arch,
and 93 feet degp from the entry to the orchedtra pit.

(continued)
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Nine doors leaed into the auditorium—two on each Sde and five a the south end. The central three doors & the south
end are the main entry doors from the Memorial Lobby and Foyer. All doors arefinished with a segegreen paint ad
inlayed with two vertical brass gtrips. A five-to-six-foot-tall, wood pand wall sgparatesthe sedting areafrom the entry
vestibule, which goansthe south end of the auditorium. Two finely crafted original brassdrinking fountainsare
recessed into the south wall of the vestibule.

Like the finishes throughout the building, those inthe auditorium are relatively spare, reflecting the modem aesthedc
of the 1940s Thewallsof the orchestra section are clad with athirty-foot tall wood veneer, probably mahogany, thet
digplays asubtle rhythmic vertical grain. At the entrance to the auditorium the pands are floor to ceiling, but they
become a dado as the floor dopes gradually downward toward the sage Abovethe dado, the wallsof the bacony are
covered with acoudtica plagter painted beige and scored to look like stone blocks. Floors are concrete (Terresco)
except for the ades and the entry vestibule, which are covered with cork. The ceiling above the vedtibule is plagter
with an ova cove. The acoudtical plagter ceiling ebove the sedting area features a shallow dome-like circular cove lit
with sandard light bulbs. Seets have metd backs, polished wood arm rets, vinyl seet cushions, and ssge green
corduroy upholstery on the backrests. While differentin color, the fabric of the backrests gppears to be the same asthat
in the council chamber. Many of the seat cushions were reupholstered in 1999.

The mog decorative areaof the auditorium is around the stage, which incorporates a number of classica decorative
demeants inits mehogany omamentation. Two sde entry doors flanking the sage feature projecting curved comices
supported by pilasters and consoles. Rosattes and stylized triglyphs decorate the frieze of the comice. Fluted molding
flanking acolumn of geometric blocks rises above the doors and crossesthe celling to become part of the degp molded
proscenium arch.

The dageis 80 feet wideand 30 feet degp with afloor of Douglasfir. The entire height of the dage area is 45 fedt.
Spird dairs leaed to the upper sage where the original control pandsfor lighting and hoisting scenery are located. A
catwak dudded with lightsand pulleys soars above the dage The back wall of the dage isbrick. The roof above the
auditorium hes a penthouse equipped with doors designed to blow out in case of an explosion. Asistypica in an
auditorium, the orchedtra pit is depressaed in front of the Sage Ten dressing rooms plus orchedra and chorus rooms are
located benegth the dage. A typical dressng room hes abrick walls painted beige as a dado and white above Onesix-
pane window provides naturd light, and eech room is equipped with awal-mounted sink and dressing table with
mirrors.

Projection Booth
Located behind the south wall of the balcony, the projection room (22' by 9') retains mog of its original equipment

including two red-to-red Smplex heavy-duty projectors and the cagesfor storing rolls of film. Rules and regulations
are poded on the wall to insure that proper care istaken snce film isnitrate based and potentially explosve.

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

Lynn Memoria City Hall islocated in an area where urban devdopment hes destroyed many of the natura
characteridics of the landscape snce a leest the early to mid-19* century. The drainage properties of soils onthe
level to moderatdly doping landscape are now difficult to determine; however, basad on the glacial charecterigtics of
the areathey may have been well drained. The proximity of the City Hall to wetlands isdso difficult to determine
snce surface drainage in the area has been dtered with the flow of many brooks and sreemsredirected to below
ground culverts. Asareault, it isdifficult to determine whether locationa criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to
wetlands) were originaly present that support the presence of ancient Native American dtes. One Steisrecorded in
the generd area (within one mile). Given the above infonnation, the smal sze of the property (1.33 acres), and the
history of historic devdopment described below, alow potentia exigs for locating ancient Native American resources
on the Lynn City Hall and Auditorium property.

A moderate to high potentia exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources on the nominated property. Lynn was
settled in 1629 and by cal675, "The Old Tavem" isreported a the Ste or generd location of the present City Hall. In
the 19* century, the nominated property was reported as undeveloped until construction of residential homes
throughout the areaby the mid-19* century. In 1867, Lynn'sthird City Hall was built on the Ste followed by the
present City Hall in 1949 on the same dte. Additional historical ressarch combined with archaeologica survey ad
testing may locate stmcturd evidence of the 17+ century "Old Tavem,” 18* or 19* century residential homes and
1867 city hall, al reported on or near the dte of the exigting city hall. Structural evidence might survivefrom bams
and outbuildings associated with each of the structures mentioned above. Archaeologica evidence may dso survive
fi-om occupationd rdated features (trash pits, privies, wells) associated with the different occupations of the property.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant,
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved

gignificance within the past 50 years

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Essex, MA

County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION
POLITICS/IGOVERNMENT

Period of Significance
1949 to 194

Significant Dates

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

n/a

Cultural Affiliation

n/a

Architect/Builder

M. A. Dver Company (architects)

John Bowen Company (building contractor)

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National
Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

_recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary location of additional data:
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8 STATEMENT OF SGNIHCANCE

The Lynn Memorid City Hall and Auditorium building is architecturally and historically significant as alandmark
civic center that isthe focal point of City Hall Square Built in 1948-49 on the dte of the previous city hall, the
building combines Art Deco and Early Modem exterior features with an advanced and unique mid-20* century interior
plan. Desgned by M.A. Dyer and Company, its syle and limestone exterior complement the earlier New England
Tdephone Building to which it is adjacent. The lagt of severd Art Deco syle buildingscongructed inLynn, and only
recently reaching 50 years of age, mog of its original interior finishesand fixturesare intact. The building hes sarved
the city as the st of loca govemment, as amemorid to those who sarved inall wars, and as avenue for
entertainment, public ceebrations, and political events for over half acentury. Lynn Memorial City Hall and
Auditorium retains integrity of design, location, setting, materids, feeling, workmanship, and association; andfulfills
Nationa Regider criteriaA and C a the local level.

Brief History of Lynn

Ore of the oldest municipalifiesin the Commonwesdth, Lynn was settled by colonists from Sdem's New England
Company in 1629. It becameacity in 1850. Initially, agriculture and shell fishing drove the economy. During the
Colonial period, the focus of civic and economic activity developed aong Lynn Common (NR district 1992), which
opansinto City Hall Square on the west. Although Lynn isacoagtd community, its harbor was relatively shdlow and
bordered by avest marsh. This prevented the town from becoming a maritime port like its North Shore neighbors
Sdem, Marblehead. and Newburyport. Ingead, Lynn crested wedlth by manufacturing shoes By 1775, leather tanning
had become an important industry with tanneries located along the Black Marsh Brook to the harbor. Asareault of the
tanneries, industrid activity became concentrated inwhat is now the Central Square area (NR district 1985), south of
City Hall, with Market Street becoming the commercia thoroughfare. From the lesther tanning industry it was ashort
dep to shoemaking, and Lynn developed into one of the nation's leading shoe manufacturing centers during the 19*
century.

By 1831, well over half of Lynn's population was engaged in some agpect of shoemaking. In 1838, the arrival of the
Eagdem Railroad, which ran from Bogton to Sdem, with adepot inLynn's Central Square, further stimulated
devdopment of the shoeindustry. By 1856, over half of the city's manufacturers were concentrated near the depot
because of its importance in the receiving of raw goods and the shipping out offini shedproducts. Over the course of
the 19* century, shoemaking evolved from a cottage industry to afull scale manufacturing enterprise concentrated in
large factories. The economy boomed in the post-Civil War era, with the city's greatest period of industrid prosperity
occurring from 1890 to 1925. The Great Lynn Fire, which occurred in 1839, completely destroyed alarge swath of the
central businessdistrict, but because of the city's booming economy, it was ssan as amaor opportunity, and new
buildings roseto take the place of thosethat had bumed. Many of the new buildings were five- and six-gtory brick shoe
factories. By 1900, there were 101 shoefirms operating in Lynn.

Lynn's shoeindustry went into decline after 1925 as the generd industrial depression gripped manufacturing cities
across New England. But as the shoe industry waned, Generd Electric, heedquartered in Lynn, roseto fill the void. By
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the end of the 19205 employment & Generd Electric surpassed all of Lynn's remaining shoe factories combined. Both
Generd Electric and Lynn's remaining shoe factoriesfl ourishedduring World War [1. While defense contracts were
pouring into G.E., the ghoe shops mede footwear and other leether goodsfor the military. By 1942, Lynn had been
dedlared the 16 mog important defense areain the United States. Workers moved to Lynn for jobs, and many gppeer
to have dayed on after the war ended in 1945. By 1947, Lynn's population sood & 125,000. the highest iniits higtory,
and Generd Electric was the leading manufacturer of mog types of eectrica equipment in the nation.

Higtory of Lynn Town and City Halls

The present Lynn Memoria City Hall and Auditorium isthe fourth building in Lynn used for local govemment
purposes, and it dands on the same parcd of land &s its predecessor. The first and second municipal buildings,
however, good to the west inthe Common area The first, the Old Tunnd Meeting House (ca 1682; not extant) sood
in the middle of the Common and sarved throughout the 18" century, being usad for both religiousand civic purposes,
a5 was the custom. In 1814, atown hall was constructed a the comer of South Common and Blossom Streats,
becoming acity hal in 1850. That building, which contained ajail, was desroyed in September of 1864 when a Mr.
Bond, who was inthe lockup, st fire to it, killing himself in the process.

Discusson about the nead to replace the 1813 building was, however, well underway by thefimeit was destroyed. In
the late-1850s, areferendum to replace it hed been defeated, but by 1864, the momentum for anew city hall was
gathering seam. In January of that year, nine months before the building bumed down, mayor Peter M. Nedl's
inaugurd remarks to the city council included the following: "Severd matters of grest importance will be likely to
claim our atention & sometime during the present municipa year. Among the first will probably be the congtruction
of a new City Hall. A pressing necessity has long been felt for amore commodious building inwhich to transact the
budnessof the city, than the one we now occupy.” Neal, who served as mayor from 1862 to 1865, went on to describe
the purchase of a $15,000 parcd of land that he consdered one of the most desirable Stesin Lynn for acity hall. He
commented that while the price might gppeer high, . .when we condder the many advantages of the location, its
proximity to one of our principal busness streets [presumably Market Street], its delightful Stuation in regpect to the
Common, and its being <0 near the center of population, | think itwill be pronounced awise movement...." Mayor
Ned commented on the fact that even though the country was engaged in the Civil War, which demanded humen and
financial resources Lynn's population and wedth were on the rise, signaling agrowth processthat was aure to
continue. " The building," he said, "should therefore be congmcted not for our convenience only, but inview of this
futureincrease.... It should be & once large, convenient, chaste, and an omament to the city, without vain display, ad
in keegping with the character of our people.”

Mayor Ned presded & the laying of the comerstone of Lynn's third municipal building on November 23, 1865. The
city dedicated the building two yearslater during the mayoralty of Roland G. Usher (1866-1868), who hed sarved in
the Civil War. Conceived during wartime, it gppearsto have served as atacit Civil War memorial containing atime
cgpsule housing a picture of Abraham Lincoln, the Emancipation Proclamation, and alist of those who sarved in the
wa 1861-1865. These and other objects and documents removed from the 1865 time capsule are now in possession of
the Lynn Historical Society.

(continued)
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Desgned inthe mog fashionable architectural style of the day, Lynn's new city hall was an omate three-story Sscond
Empire-gyle brick building with atall centra clock tower capped by awesthervane. The impressve building provided
acommanding presence in the new location, whichwould eventudly be called City Hall Square The architects were
Gridley J. F. Bryant and Arthur Gilman, eseemed Boston architects who aso designed Boston's City Hall of the same
aa (extant as an office building & 41-45 School Street).

Prior to congruction of the 1867 city hall, the Ste contained numerous dwelling houses sanding inarow dong Pak
Squere (now City Hall Square). 1n 1852, members of the Johnson family, from whom the land for city hall was
purchased, and for whom the dreet behind city hall is now named, owned mog of the houses. The land behind the
houses (north) was undeveloped, but the land to the south, eest, and west was densdly settled.  According to amarker
placed on the lawn to the left of the building in 1898 by the Lynn Historical Society, the site had once bean occupied
by "The Old Tavem" ca 1675.

The 1867 city hall was erected & acost of $311,000, which outraged many citizens because it was threefi mesthe
origina appropriation, afi gureto which the city council had reluctantly agreed after bitter debate. While some of the
price increese hes been attributed to pogt Civil War inflation, construction of the building was conddered unnecessaxy
by some, too expendve by others, and the issue effectively divided the city of approximately 19,000 people.
Neverthdess, once it was Sanding, the building became the pride of the Essex County and wes hailed as thefinest city
hall inthe region, save Boston's. The impressive brick building at the geographic and population center of Lynn paved
the way for a succession of masonry buildingsthat gand in the vicinity today.

To connect the all-important Lynn depot in Central Square with the new city hall. Central Street wiss put in 1870. The
1879 bird's eye mgp of Lynn showsthat the previoudy undeveloped areato the north of the building hed begun to
evolve into adenseresidentia enclave, particularly in the blocks dasest to city hall. Over the years, the 1867 city hall
was home to Lynn's first high school, public library, and police court. Originally, the building hed afairly degp front
lawn endosad by an omate cast iron fence. The latter was moved to the Fine Grove Cemetery, perhgpsduring one of
sverd campagnsinwhichthelawn areawas reduced to widen the City Hall Square intersecfion (1905, 1930, and
possibly other dates). In 1920, aWorld War | monument was erected on the lawn, but weas subsequently moved to the
Lynn Common. Gradually, the building becametoo amdl and antiquated to mest the neads of city govemment, even
afterfinishinggoecesin the attic and basement as offices. The building good for 83 years, before it was tom down to
erect the present Lynn Memorial City Hall and Auditorium. It is fitfing thet its Civil War era timbers were salveged for
reusein the congtruction of veteran's housing. By the time of its demise, the 1867 city hall hed become abdoved
landmark, and its replacement wasjust as controversia as its congtruction had been.

Lynn Memoria City Hall and Auditorium

Like its predecesor, the present building rose from the aghes of war during abooming local economy, but the building
was intended as much more than afacility to house govemment offices. 1t would be amemorid civic center with a .
grand ceremonid lobby and public auditorium dedicated to Lynn's veterans. Nationally, there was tremendous

(continued)
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forward-looking, pos-war energy, and inLynn, anew city hall was a significant part of the vison of the future and a
manifegtation of progress. According to remarks made by former mayor Albert Cole a the dedication of the building

in 1949, the concept of amemorid city hall hed first been discussed on Armistice Day of 1928. Cole, aWorld Wer |
hero, believed that the dedication of the new City Hall and Memorial Auditorium was afulfillment of a promise mede
to the veterans of Lynn.

While many people were involved in making the new city hall areality. Mayor Albert Cole was the driving forcein its
cregtion. Bomin 1905, Cole grew up inthe Lynn neighborhood known &s the Brickyard. The youngest of seven
brothers, he atended S. Mary's Parochid School, Cobbet Junior High School, and Lynn English High School. He
went on to Suffolk Law School, graduating in 1929. From 1934 to 1940, he sarved in the State Senate Hewas listed in
the 1941 Lynn city directory as alawyer with an officea 7 Central Square, room 510, and aresdence & 31 Church
Street. Elected in 1939 and beginning his first termin 1940, Cole was the first new mayor in adecade. Ore of the
18,898 men in Lynn who had regisgtered within amonth after the Sdective Sarvice Act became law. Cole entered the
amy as aprivateon April 14, 1942. At that point Arthur J. Frawley, presdent of the City Council, became mayor,
sarving throughout the war (and again 1952 to 1954).

By the dose of World War I1, Cole had risen to the rank of mgjor and was dationed in the Philippines. His army
record included such honors as the American Theatre Ribbon, the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with sars for the Luzon ad
New Guinea campaigns, the Victory Ribbon, and the Philippine Liberation Medal. While still inthe Pacific. Cole ran
for mayor egaing Frawley, and was redected inacampagn conducted by his brothers in Lynn. Cole is the only man
in uniform inthe photo inthe gallery of Lynn mayors in the city council chamber. Inhis 1946 inaugurd address. Cole
gooke of thenesd for anew city hal, for which he had advocated prior to the war. He believed the new building should
contain an auditorium for the people of Lynn and that it should be amemorid to Lynn veterans. During his term.
Cole's vision began to take shegpe as he presded over the closing of the old city hall and sdlection of the architectsfor
the new one. After asingle term, however, he declined to run again, supporting Stuart A. Tarr, acity councilor who
wes a0 a srong supporter of the new city hall. Tarr became mayor in 1948 and was redected in 1949 inalanddide
victory boogted by his rescue of a 15-year-old boy who nearly drowned in Sluice Pond. It was under Tarr's mayoralty
(1948 to 1952) that the comerdone of the present city hall was laid and the building completed.

Stuart A. Tarr (1908-1997) was bom and raised in Lynn, graduating from Lynn Classica High School. Hewent onto
Bogon University, receiving aBachdor of Scence in budness adminigtrationin 1930. For mogt of his career, he was
personnd manager for the Employees Commercial Union and Insurance Company. He became president of theLynn
city council & the age of 27, and mayor a age 40. He ds0 sarved a variousfimesas an eection commissoner and
member of the licensing board. He was an energetic mayor, who oversaw numerous veterans housing projects and
wes the first to occupy the present city hall.

The formal processof building the new city hall began in March of 1946 with arequest for applicationsfrom
architects. By April 26*, the Lynn City Council and Mayor Cole had egreed on the firm of M.A. Dyer Company of
Bogon for the architectural and engineering work. The leed architects from the firm gppear to have been Michad A.

(continued)
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Dyer and Fred Dyer. Consulting engineers listed onthe origina plans were Hayden, Harding & Buchanan of Boston.
The Dyer Company was on ashort list of twelve candidates recommended by the superintendent of buildings, J.
Walace MacDondd. Among the competing architects were such notable firms as Cram and Ferguson; Kilham,
Hopkins & Gredey; and Perry, Shaw & Hepbum.

According to nengpgpar accounts of the day, the Dyer Company had along list of projectsthat influenced their
section including Medford City Hall, Wobum City Hall, and the Webger Municipal Group, which included atown
hall, junior and senior high schools, and an auditorium. The firm had dso designed schools in Boston, Holliston,
Medford, Maiden, Southbridge, Marlborough, and Fitchburg, as well as acourthouse, policeand fire gation in
Marlborough, and housing devel opments in South Boston and Lawrence. Approximately 20 of Dyer's building are
ligsed inMAORIS, the database of historic resourcesthat have been documented in Massachusetts The Dyer Building
was acombination theatre and commercid building designed by Michael A. Dyer for hisfather. At thetimehe
desgned the Dyer building, Michad A. Dyer of Medford was employed by JD. Ldand & Co., an architecture firm for
which he worked for two years. During World War 1, Dyer was the chief architect of the U.S. Housing Board. By
1922, Dyer hed established his firm. Thus by 1946 when the firm was sdected to design Lynn Memorid City Hall ad
Auditorium, it had impressve credentials.

The cogt of the building was initially esfimated a $1,600,000 to $1,700,000. As noted by Superintendent MacDonald,
who oversaw the project for Lynn, the city would incur additiona cogts of $90,000 to $100,000. These costswould be
assodaed with relocating the fumiture and functions of city hal into temporary quarters, which were to be goreed
around the city, and then moving back into the new building once it was completed. By July 1946, the Dyer Company
had produced severd preliminary sketches for consideration, and the project was expected to cost $2,000,000.

Theinitial proposds included the memorid lobby and auditorium as well as a 1500 s=at banquet hall that could dso be
usad as agymnasum. The proposed floor plan was described as umbrdla-shaped with the auditorium being the handle
jutting toward Johnson Street and the city officesfanning out fromit like acanopy. The present plan evolved in
response to city councilors requedts that the auditorium seeting Soace be increased. The banquet hal/gymnasium was
to be located benegth the auditorium inthe sub-basement, but that agpect of the plan was eventudly diminated. Two
versons of the plans are on file a the State Archive - one with and one without the gymnasiumybanquet hall.
According to local sources, the gym wes to be used by sudents & nearby S. Mary's School.

Parking was amajor concem because the building footprint covered mogt of thelot. Councilors noted that there was no
room for employee parking, and that the parking issue was compounded by the fact that the building would contain a
large auditorium for civic and private events. In fact many groups including the Chamber of Commerce urged thet the
auditorium be built on another site to solve the parking problem. Mayor Cole, believed that the intent of the memorid
would be logt if the auditorium were separated from the municipal building, and he opposad making the building
footprint amdler to dlow for aparking lot. Cole contended that the adjacent streets would have to do, adding that a
sparae ot for parking could be conddered inthefuture.

By February of 1947, the congtruction plans were reedy and the pricetag stood a $2,300,000. A few months later
building contracts were awarded to the lowest bidders including John Bowen Company of Bogon (129 Newbury

(continued)
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Street) as the generd contractor, who would manage demoalition of the old building as well as congmction of the new
one Other mgjor contracts were awarded to CH. Craven (or Cronin) Company of Boston for plumbing, heeting, and
ventilation, and Carlide Electric of Boston. In November, Mayor Cole and others signed the contract for razing the old
city hall and building the new one.

Theold city hall was vacated in December in preparation for demoalition. City departments dispersed throughout the
city, generdly moving into schools and such other municipal buildings as the police heedquarters, libraries, water
svices and GAR buildings. The mayor's office relocated to the Harrington School. Tearing down the old building
proved more difficult than anticipated because of its solid congtruction and heavy foundation sones

Ground for the new city hall was broken inthe late spring of 1948, and in July erection of the ged frame commenced.
Former mayor Albert Cole presided over the laying of the comersone on September 15, 1948. The caremony included
placing ametd box, or time capsule, into the comerstone. The time capsule contains photographs of mayors Cole ad
Tarr dongwith their inaugural addresses, city council records pertaining to the new city hall, currency and damps,
photographs of the old city hall, books on the history of Lynn, alist of the contents of the comergone removed from
old city hall, aroger of Spanish-American War survivors, acopy of school rules for 1948, and group phaotogrgphs of
the city council. Also included among numerous other documents were portraits of Sx Lynn men who survived the
notorious Bataan Death March inthe Philippines. One of these men, consdered the city's preeminent war hero, was
Sergeant Sam Moody, who testified againg aleged Jgpanesewar criminas & the Intemational Military Tribunal.

With the building nearing completion in the spring of 1949, dedication exerciseswere st for August 19, the fourth
anniversary of V-J Day, and the end of World War |1. By June, however, it wes dear that the memorid obby and
veterans auditorium would not be completed intimeto make that date, but the mayor and others, including John
Cavanagh, director of Veterans Services, were &dle to move into their new offices by mid August.

Lynn dedicated the new building, decked out in bunting, on Sgptember 7, 1949. Crowds a the opening were edimated
a 8,000 people, far exceading expectations and the capacity of the new auditorium. 1n addition to the formal
dedicatory exercisesthat were held in the auditorium, visitors could view the grand memoria lobby and tour the
municipa offices where city employees were on duty to guidetours.

Hailed as acivic ad cultural center for the city, the building was carefully planned so that it would be functional for

100 years For example, the design included interior goacesthat could be tumed into offices as the nesdsof the future
dictated. The Daily Evening Item. Lynn's main newspaper, crowed that "no finer or well equipped building of itstype
exigs inthe Eas." Neverthdess, it was dso consdered afairly utilitarian and low maintenance building.

Congratulatory remarks in the Item capture the mood of the erac "With civic pride and yet humility, the Item dedicates
this issue to our new Memorial City Hall and Auditorium - ared and practica monument to that pricdess
thing.. .individua liberty." " A fitfing monument to the courege and sdflessness of Lynn men and women in the wars
they fought to presarve our way of life." "Lynn citizens have reason to be proud of their new Memoria City Hall and
Auditorium which isbeing dedicated today. It isbut another gep forward in the development of our progressive city,
and will sarveas afitting memorid to veterans of al wars for generations to come.”

(continued)
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The actud cogt of the building was $2,500,000. Although the architect and generd contractor were from Bogton, city
officials sressad the nead to employ local companies for the subcontracting, but they were dso bound to sdect among
the lowest bidders. Genard Electric handled the dectric gppliances and lighfing, which was mostlyfluorescent.Allen
Stationery Company of Lynn provided all the metd fumiture, office accessories, and wooden desks chairs, ad
cabinets. Washington Plate Glass Company of Lynn provided the mirrors in dressng rooms and resrooms. The phone
sydem wes ingaled by New England Teephone & Tdegraph Company, which occupied the building next door to the
wed. T.F. McCann & Sonsof Somerville mede the bronze memorid tablet. Heywood-Wakefield Company of Boston
provided the upholgtered chairs in the auditorium. National Thestre Supply Company handled the curtains, Sage and
projection equipment. Other contracts went to Cutler Mail Chute Company of Rochester (NY) and Venetian Blind
Sdesand Service Company of Lynn.

As reported invarious newspgper articles of the day, two oil-fired Spencer boilers and asmaler boiler for hot water
hegted the building. Two, ten thousand-gallon oil tanks were located outside the building, which was expected to use
100,000 gdlons of oil per year. The sub-basament, 20 feet below grade, was waterproofed, insulated, and acousticaly
treated to be sure no mechanica noise reached the auditorium. In addition to the boiler room, the sub-basement
contained the eevator controls and a Diesdl engine for emergency power. There was dso goace for document dorage
and avad unfinished areaunder the auditorium. (Most certainly the areathat was consgdered for agym.) The generd
plan of the offices was to place those departments that the public would visit mog frequently on the lowerfl oorsand
near the entrances to the building. Departments with interrelated functions were designed with connecting doors o that
staff could move efficiently though the building without going into the corridors.

The Memoria Lobby was described in the Item as having, "the richly sedate amosphere of atop Hollywood
producfion st with its gleaming marble...." The Veterans Auditorium, with acapacity of 2,072, was three timesthe
Sze of the English High School auditorium, which had previoudy been the city's largest municipally-owned venue.
The gage, certainly the largest in Lynn, was reported to equa any in Boston. While the auditorium was desgned to be
adate-of-the-art theatrica goace, it was dso designed to show motion pictures. Asatest of the acoudtics, sad to bethe
finest on the north shore. Superintendent MacDonald stood on the sage and whispered to members of the City Council
who heard him perfectly from their seetsin the back row of the balcony. The first performersin the auditorium were
the singers Henry and Ruth Ellison of Roxbury, who provided the entertainment for the dedicatory exercises. This
hudband and wife team had won top honors in & the North Shore Music Festiva in June of 1949, and had gone on to
receive championship medds a the Chicago fesfival in August. The following day, the auditorium hosted a band
concart by the American Legion, Pogt 6, and one by the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Pogt 507.

Lynn Memoria City Hall and Auditorium contained many innovations that were part of the origina constmction.
According to the Generd Electric Company, it was the first municipal building inthe nation to include x-ray
equipment. Part of the hedlth department and clinic, the x-ray machine was housed in alead-lined room on thefirst
(ground) floor. Offices handling money were burglar proofed, and vaults were wired into the police station. Each floor
was a0 equipped with police and fireboxes as well as fire extinguishers. The assessor's officeincluded a two-story
vault 90 that older records could be stored out of the way but be readily accessble viaan iron ladder. The building was
equipped with alounge for female employees, referred to in articles of the day as "the city hall girls." Thelounge hed a
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amdl kitchen =0 that the women would be able to prepare their lunches in the building rather than going home as
gpparently had been the custom. The building dso had its own tdgphone system, hailed as the most modem in any city
hall inthe east. Equipped with a switchboard and telephone operator, city hall had one phone number rather then
Sparate numbars for each department, as had bean the case. Within the building, the various departments could
directly did each other, rather than taking the timeto go in person. The pay phoneswere dso conddered innovative in
that they were placed in banks rather than in booths. The mayor's office and the council chamber were equipped with
ar conditioning, and the auditorium had aventilation sysem called "washed air.” The building was hailed as fireproof,
given its structure of ged and reinforced concrete, metal doors and window cadngs, itsfinishes of marble, tile, granite
and limestone, ad its adbestos curtain in the auditorium.

The Architecture: Art Deco and Modem

The design of Lynn Memoria City Hall and Auditorium is & once aggressive and conservative, monumenta and
contextud . Articles of the day referred to the style as "Modem Classic." Today architectural higtorians condder it a
paired down example of the Art Deco style that incorporates principals of the modem movement, which eschewed
extraneous omament. Art Deco-style buildings, of which the New England Telephone building next door isa good
local example, were popular, particularly for commercia buildings, from 1925 to 1940, with the pegk of popularity
being the early 1930s Art Deco designs are characterized by symmetry, geometric and linear forms, sepped rooflmes,
low-relief and stylized decoration, monumenta portals, and metd window sash ~ al of which are seen on the exterior
of Lynn Memorial City Hall and Auditorium, making it a conservative design for 1949.

Following dose on the heds of Art Deco was Modem architecture, which began to gppeer in the eestem U.S. in the
late 1930s Thiswas largely due to the arrival of Water Gropius, who emigrated from Europe in 1937 to become
Charman of the Department of Architecture & Harvard's Greduate School of Design. Gropius, afounder of the
modem movement, apreeminent practitioner of modem architecture, and arevered teecher of the modemist
philosophy, hed founded a school of architecture known as the Bauhaus in Germany in 1919. One of the underlying
philosophies of the Bauhaus and the modem movement weas a concept known as "functionalism.” In essance, the
design of thebuilding isbased on form and materias, which are dictated by its function. Decorafive details, if they
exiged a al, were kept to aminimum. Minimal architectural detail isindeed characterigtic of Lynn Memoria City
Hall and Auditorium, as seen in on the paired-down Art Deco exterior as well as inthe smplicity of the common
hallways, municipa offices, and auditorium. The Memoria Lobby gppears decorative, but the impression of omament
ocomeslargdy from the lavish use of heavily veined marble rather than from gpplied decoration.

World War | cregted ahiatus in building and design unlessit wasrdated to the war effort. At the concluson of the
war, there was agreat nesd for new housing, particularly for the retuming veterans, many of whom were starting
families. The simplified designs characterigtic of the modem movement were perfectly suited to creating the affordable
housing then indemand. The fundamental concepts of modem architecture were dso gppropriate to Lynn's new city
hall, which the architect said was "designed with durable materials and with minima omamentation” <o that it would
be economicd to build, maintain, and operate.

(continued)
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The conoept of form following function is clearly goparent in the plan of the building, where the auditorium, which
nesded few windows, occupies the core of the structure. Placing the auditorium inside an enveope of offices dso
avoids the common problem of unfenedtrated walls that usudly characterize such buildings as auditoriums and
gymnadums, making them display blank expanses of outside wall, which can detract from the strestscgpe. Modem
architecture is often accusad of ignoring the context iswhich it dands, but Lynn Memorial City Hall and Auditorium is
adear exception inthat even though it is monumenta in scale, it doesnot overwhem itsneighbors, and it
complements other limestone buildings nearby, including the Teephone building next door and the Lynn Public
Library tothe wes.

Given that new constmction cameto a standstill for most of the 1940s due to World War |1, it is undersdandable that
the dedgns of buildings constructed immediately after the war would be retarditare, reflecting what was being builtin
the 1930s Lynn Memorid City Hall and Auditorium may well be the last mgor Art Deco-style building congmcted in
Massachusetts Itisdso likely that Lynn Memoria City Hall and Auditorium is one of the first (if not the first) city
hall's built in Massachusdtts following the War, ance the effort to congruct it began immediately in 1946. Further
reseerch aorossthe gateisneaded for confirmation of these suppositions. At present, most communities have not yet
documented their pog WWI1 buildings. Now that these buildings are fifty yearsold, thus meeting the Sandard
Nafional Regiger ege requirement for a certified historic structure, documentation is beginning.

The pagt 50 years

When Lynn Memorid City Hall and Auditorium opened in 1949, the city was producing over 185 million dollars
worth of goods in 369 manufacturing plants. The optimistic mood of the immediate postwar period, was however,
beginning to wane The very monththat Lynn'snew city hall was dedicated, Americansleamed that the Soviet Union
had tested an atomic bomb. Ever present fears of communiam and nudear atack were heightened, becoming a part of
the current of life across America. Inthe "duck and cover” era of 1950s the basemant of Lynn Memorid City Hall and
Auditorium became afall-out shdlter as part of Lynn's civil defense planning.

Like mogt densdy built-out urban and industria cities, Lynn saw its population decline in the post-war period.
Retuming veterans who were starting familieswanted single-family houseswith private back yards, but there wiss little
room to build it in Lynn. The availability of the car, highway construction, and the home mortgage mede the move to
new suburban neighborhoods feasible. By 1950, the population of Lynn was under 100,000, down by 25,000 in just
three years. It was the first timeinits history that the city experienced "out migration.” Nevertheess, Lynn westhe
largest city in Essex County, and by 1994 it was the 8* largest city in Massachusetts. Today Lynn'sculturally diverse
population gands a approximately 82,000. The community is proud of its industrial heritage, revitaized downtown,
and renovated buildings, many of which serve as office goacefor high tech companies. Generd Electric remainsthe
city's mgjor employer.

Lynn Memorial City Hall and Auditorium has served itsresdents well for the last half-century. The center of local
govemmeant, it dso contains an officefor Lynn's congressman. All mgjor city departments are located in the building
including the assessor's of fice, building department, legal department, engineering and planning, public works,
comptroller, tax collector, treasurer and purchasing department among others.

(continued)
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Over the years, the auditorium haes been avenue for local as well as nationally notable entertainers including Fats
Domino, Victor Borge, Arthur Fiedler, and Roy Orbison. Such visiting dignitaries as Presdent Jmmy Carter have
gpoken on front Segpsof the building, as well as inthe auditorium. From the beginning, the auditorium was viewed ssa
source of income for the city. When it opened, the renta rateswere sst a $150 anight for veterans, charitable, 1abor,
and educationd organizations. The fee for other purposeswas st a $400. The advent of television, which became
widely available shortly after the building was completed, gradually lessened the use of the auditorium as a venue for
motion pictures. Neverthdess, the auditorium continues to be usad for civic inaugurations, dancerecitals, graduations,
and other community events. Interestingly, while the building was desgned to make it possble to dose the city hall
officewingsoff from the auditorium, a former building commissoner with an institutional memory going beck forty
yearsdoes not recall that ever having been done.

On Veterans Day in 1976. a sscond time cagpaule was buried on city hall property by order of the Lynn Bicentennia
Commission. The capsule, acasket made by local undertaker, David Solimine, S, was filled with hundreds of objects
(letters, cookbooks, directories, records, tapes, newsagpars, clothing, etc.) donated by Sudents, Lynn residents,
politicians, city officials and others. The mayor a the time was Antonio J. Marion and the president of the city council
was William R. Fallon. The marker for the capsule isinscribed 1976 to 2029 to indicate thet it should be opened in
2029 &s pat of the 400* anniversary celebration of the seftlement of Lynn.

The current mayor is Edward J. " Chip' Clancy, J., whose term begen in early 2002. He and his staff, particularly
James M. Marsh, Deputy Chief of Staff, are eeger to ss2 Lynn Memoria City Hall and Auditorium listed on the
Nationa Regider of Historic Places, both to establish its historic significance and to assist the community inraising
the funds nesded to update and preserve the building.

Lynn Memoria City Hall and Auditorium was built as aliving monument to Lynn veterans It embodies the gratitude
of the citizenry to thase members of what we now call the greatest generation who sarved in the war and to those who
did not retum. The building sandstoday as areminder of the commitment that sustained Americaduringthe wer, a
tetament to the optimism and pride that characterized the country a the end of World War I, and amonument to the
progressive spirit of the City of Lynn inthe immediate post-war period.

Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information related to Lynn's early period
of sattlement, the specific land use history of the city hall ste and the socid, cultural and economic history of 19*
century resdentsinthe area Historic and archaeologica reseerch may contribute evidence that identifiesthe exact
dte of "The Old Tavem™ on the city hall property or another Site, possibly nearby. Archaeological evidence of the
tavem stmcture, assodiated outbuildings and the contents of occupationa related featuresmay contribute architectural
details of 17* century tavem buildings, the lives of individuals that frequented and operated the tavem, the larger 17*
century population, and the emergence of amunicipal and residential city center. Documentary and archaeol ogical
evidence of resdentia dructures may document the growth of 19* century neighborhoods and exactly whentheir

(continued)
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devdopment began. Archaeological dtesof 19* century residentiad smctures may aso contribute important
information on the population of Lynn during itsinitial Sage of urban growth and the architectura characteridics of
buildings charecteridtic of that development. Structural evidence of the 1867 city hall may contribute architectural

details of that building and the extent that the existing smcture occupies the same Site or reused portions of the
foundation from the earlier building.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 1-1/3 acre

UTM References (Lynn Quad)

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 339540 4703020
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
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nameftite  Karen L. Davis, Consultant, with Betsv Friedberg. NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date December 2004
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone  617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name City of Lynn

street & number 3 City Hall Square telephone. 781-598-4000

city or town Lynn state MA .zip code 01901

Northing

Northing
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Lynn City and Town Reports Mayor's Address for 1864 and 1865. (Bound volumes &t the State Library).
Lynn City Directories: Various years- 1940 to 194 (no directories for 1947 to 1953 a State Library).

Lynn City Documents 1939 to 1956. (note these do not contam any narrative reports. Limited to assessor'slidts,
auditors reports, €tc.)

MACRIS. Maker index to the documented historic resourceson file a the Massachusetts Historical Commisson.
2003.

MHC inventory forms: Dyer Building (mdf 101); Lynn City Hall (Ilyn.9); Goodman Building (Iyn.lO); Teephone
Building (lyn. 11); Co-op Bank (lyn.24)

Fansand devations. Department of Public Safety. At State Archives.
Maps and Atlases

Sanboms: 1887. 1893. 1908, 1938,1938 (1950), 1972

1852: Mclintyre

1872 and 1884: Ess=x County Atlases

1879: Bailey's Bird's Eye Map
1905 and 1924: Richards

(end)
10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verba Boundary Description

The building stands on atri-comer |ot bound by City Hall Square, Essax Street, and Johnson Street. Containing 57,578
uare feet of land, the lot is shown asmap 21, parcd 22 (21-22) on the assessor's mep for the City of Lynn.

Verba Boundary Justification
The nominated property includes the entire parcd historically associated with the building.

(end)
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LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS

Photos 1 and 2

Photographer: KarenL. Davis

Date: June 2004

Location of negative: Mayor's Office, Lynn City Hall

Photo 1 - Facade south evation
Photo 2 - Ead devation

Photos 3 and 4

Photographer: Mayor's Office, City of Lynn

Date: September 2003

Location of negative: Mayor's Office, Lynn City Hall

Photo 3- Memoria Lobby, looking & the eest (right as you enter) wall
Photo 4 - Memorid Auditorium, looking south from the dage

(end)
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DATA SHEET
LYNN MEMORIAL CITY HALL AND AUDITORIUM

December 2004
Name Date Type Status
Lynn Memorid City Hall/Auditorium 1949 B C
Hagpole ca 1949 O C
Flat granite marker - time capsule 1976 O N/C
Upright granite marke - Show ca. 1987 @) N/C

Total: 1 contributing building, 1 contributing object, 2 non-contributing objects
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ROBERT F. FENNELL Aot ""Committees:

STATE REPRESENTATIVE Housing and Urban Affairs "

10TH ESSEX DISTRICT Vice Chairman

Ways and Means

ROOM 36. STATE HOUSE
TEL. (617) 722-2470
FAX (617) 626-0587

THOMAS D AMARIO
ANNA WACLAWICZEK
LEGISLATIVE AIDES November 8, 2004

Cars Met?

State Historic Preservation Officer

M assachusetts Historical Commission
The Massachusetts Archives Building
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, M assachusetts 02125

Dear Ms. Metz,

| am writing to you to recommend that Lynn City Hall and Auditorium, located in Lynn,
Massachusetts, be nominated for a place on the distinguished National Register of Historic
Places.

Lynn City Hall and Auditorium, constructed in 1948 by the M.A. Dyer Company, is a civic
and state of the art entertainment facility, and vital to the Lynn community. The
Auditorium itself is a 2075 seat venue within the confines of City Hall. Over the years, the
auditorium has hosted many cultural performances, including school plays, pageants, and
musical concerts. Just a few of the national acts that have performed there are The Beach
Boys, Jay Leno and the Boston Ballet.

| would also note that the structure is one of only ten Art Deco buildings in the city. It
replaced the Old City Hall of 1867, and is the most important civic and municipal centerpiece
of the downtown area. Citizens of Lynn are extremely proud of its history, and it is my hope
that we can protect this legacy by having ic placed on the Nationai Register of Historic
Places.

Thank you in advance for your time and attention. Should you have any questions for me
about this or any other matter, please feel free to contact my office at your earhest
convenience.

ROPEWATTENNEI
fepresentative
IQ" Essex District ¢ Lynn



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

MASSACHUSETTS SENATE NOV 30 1m
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133-1053 MASS HIST w*lr)l

COMMITTEES:

SENATOR THOMAS M MCQEE CRIMINAL JUSTICE - CHAIR

COMMERCE 8 LABOR - VICE CHAIR

3RD ESSEX AND MIDDLESEX DISTRICT

GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS

ROOM 74. STATE HOUSE

TEL.
FAX:

HUMAN SERVICES
TRANSPORTATION
CHILDREN'S CAUCUS - CHAIR

617 722-1350
617 722-1005

November 24, 2004

Mr. William Francis Galvin

Secretary of the Commonwedth
Massschusetts Historical Commission
State House, Rm. 337

Boston, MA 02133

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are writing to express our wholehearted support for the listing of Lynn City Hall and its Auditorium within the
National Regiger of Historic Flaces.

City Hall islocated & the pesk of the City's downtown area Itisan impressve mid-century structure facing Market
Street, the main City road that extends through the downtown areato the ocean front section of our City.
Congructed in 1948, Lynn City Hall and Auditorium isan Art Deco building, built by M.A. Dyer and Company asa
civic and gate of the art entertainment facility. The Auditorium itself is a2075 segt venue within the confmes of
City Hall.

Lynn City Hall and Auditorium is one of only ten Art Deco buildings in the city. It replaced the Old City Hail of
1867, and isthe civic and municipal centerpiece of the downtown area

Thank you for your consideration of this important metter. Wefirmly bdieve recognition of the historica
significance ofthis structure will not only assure its preservation but provide the citizens of Lynn with a grester
senee of pride in their community. Should you have any questions, pleese do not hesitate to contact us.

Thomas M. McGee Robert F. Fenndll
State Senator Sate Representaive
e LMItnct Tenth Ess=x District

_ DouglasW. Petersen
State Representative State Representative

— Eleventh Essex/istrict Eighth Essex District

Mark V. Fazone
State Representative
Ninth Essex Didtrict

Cc. CaaH.Metz, Sate Historic Preservation Officer

PRIVATELY PA/D FOR



OFFCE OF THE MAYOR DEC 13 Z3»
MASS. HIST. COVM

City Hall
01901

Tel: (781) 598-4000

Fax: (781) 509-8875

JamesM. Marsh
Chief of Staff

William Bochnak
Deputy Chief of Staff

Decamber 8, 2004

Secretary of the Commonwedlth
Massachusatts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey 6oulevard
BpSfonTMA/02125-3314

Galvin:

In the City of Lynn, diversity isatradition, with many different ethnic groups calling this
gredt city home. City Hall and the VeteransMemoria Auditorium sand as a permanent tribute
to the great sacrifices many in this City have made, and note its symbolic dedication after the end
of World War n in 1949. Itisinthe publicinterest of the City of Lynn, that we preservethis
great dructure enabling future generationsto reflect and gppreciate the essence of freedom and
the sacrifices medeto protect our democracy. For this reeson, it is our request that Lynn City
Hall and Veterans Memorial Auditorium be placed on the National Register of Historic Places

The discussons of the present building began on Armistice Day of 1928, but the ground
was not broken for the new building until the spring of 1948. When it was dedicated, The Daily
Evening Item gated, "no finer or well equipped building of itstype exigts in the East.” Although
offices have moved around, administrations have changed; this Art Deco Structure and many of
its attributes remain the same.

Jud recently, for the first time in along time, families came downtown to sse a movie,
Gone ae the days of multiple theatersin the downtown areg, but now, in our atemptsto
revitaize City Hall Square and the grester downtown area, we are working diligently to be able
host the Lynn community in City Hall Memoria Auditorium, which hes the capacity to seet
2075 people, on aregular bags. Excitement isin the air here, to create new resdences, new
shops and restaurants, but it is our hopethat this City Hall and Veterans Memoria Auditorium
remain for yearstg™ome as atribute to thosebefore us. Thank you in advance for your
thoutful consderation in placing City Hall and VeteransMemoria Auditorium on the National

["MtoricM/Maces.

Maypr, City of Lynn

cc. Ma8”chusetts Hi stoical/Tommission



The Commonwedth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
MassachusettsHistorical Commission
Decamber 31, 2004

Ms. Caral Shull ' n
National Regigter of Historic Flaces

Department of the Interior

Nationd Park Service

1201 Eye Strest, NW 8" floor

Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosad please find the following nomination form:
Lynn Memoria City Hall and Auditorium, Lynn (Essex), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sae Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Sate
Review Board considerafion 30 to 45 daysbefore the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Three letters of support have been received.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC Kaen Davis presarvation conaultant
Cal Greale, Lynn Higoricd Commission
Mayar Edward J. "Chip" Clancy, ., City of Lynn
Sae Saeor Thomes M. MdGee
Sate Rgresantaive Mak V. Fdzone
Sete Rgrestative Robat F. Fendl
Sete Regresatative Dougles W. Pt
Sae Regrestaive Seven M. Wash
Jres M. Mash, Chief of Steff

Sgohen Harausz, Community Devdgpmant Director

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



