


7. Original owner (if known) j ^ n o ^ Wyath 

Original use h o t e l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates convent . apartments 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) , . 

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation XX 
Agricultural Education Religion XX 
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts ' settlement invention 
Commerce Z Z Z I Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian y 
Community development XX Political Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) " " 

The celebrated Fresh Pond Hotel was f o r many years a 
famous and popular r e s o r t . The h o t e l was e s t a b l i s h e d i n '• * ' 

••; 1796 when Jacob Wyeth, s h o r t l y a f t e r h i s graduation from . . 
** Harvard, bought e i g h t acres next t o Fresh Pond from h i s 

f a t h e r and erected a b u i l d i n g i n the Federal s t y l e . Located '~ 
on a b l u f f overlooking the Pond, on the present s i t e o f 
Kingsley Park, the h o t e l drew on a market o f wealthy Bostonians 
who found easy accCess v i a West Boston Bridge and the Concord 
Turnpike, opened i n 1793. ' . ? 

The c r e a t i o n o f the nearby Mount Auburn Cemetery i n 1831 . 
increased the h o t e l ' s p o p u l a r i t y , and the b u i l d i n g was remodelled 
w i t h Greek Revival fe a t u r e s about 1838. More business f o r 
the h o t e l was generated by the opening o f the Watertown -.. '• . 

e Branch R a i l r o a d , which took Bostonians d i r e c t l y t o the Pond. ' •< ' i 
? The Hot e l continued as a favo3?ite s i t e f o r Boston s o c i a l J * 

evenlis f o r another generation, but i n 1886 , the Cambridge J 
temperance laws ended such p a r t i e s , and the b u i l d i n g was converted 

^ t o a convent by the S i s t e r s o f St. Joseph. The H o t e l was moved 
^ i n 1893 to i t s present l o c a t i o n at.234 Lakeview Avenue and 

converted t o apartments. Today i t i s r e l a t i v e l y u n a l t e r e d except 
f o r a t w e n t i e t h century covering of stucco. • j 

Despite i t s r e l o c a t i o n due to great development pressures 
along Massachusetts Avenue, the B u i l d i n g ' s overwh.elming P i i s t o r i c a l 
s i g n i f i c a n c e makes i t deserving of p r e s e r v a t i o n . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) " y • i 
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.Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

I 3. C lass i f ica t ion 

i> 4. Owner of Property 
I 

S . Locat ion of Legal Pescr ipt ion 

6. Representat ion in Exist ing Surveys 

7. Pescr ipt ion 

•inNwH #M*t1orM«l unaltered ortginal tlta ' ] 
.. fiitna eHmnm 

IN 

•ummary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



B. Significance 

t^mmm 

summary paragraph 
comp le tdness 
c la r i t y 
app l icab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checited 
relat ing signif icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionship of i n t e g r i t y 

to s igni f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Oeographical Pata 

UMT 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
T I H ^raluated alynMcsnoe of this property wMMn Bie alMe ts: 

• I s M t local 

I Metortc PiwenMBen OfMser atpnaturs 

\ 13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Quest ions concern ing t h i s nominat ion may be d i rec ted to 
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